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New Delhi

The central govern-
ment has agreed to dis-
cuss electoral reforms
during the winter ses-
sion of Parliament. The
Lok Sabha will discuss
the 150th anniversary
of the national song
"Vande Mataram" on
Monday, December
8th, starting at 12
noon. The discussion
on electoral reforms
will begin the follow-
ing day, Tuesday,
December 9th, at 12
noon. Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju stated on
Tuesday that this was
decided at an all-party
meeting chaired by
Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. He added
that the Lok Sabha will
discuss the 150th
anniversary of the
national song "Vande
Mataram" on Monday,
December 8th, starting
at 12 noon, and the
electoral reforms on
Tuesday, December

9th, starting at 12
noon. The opposition
has been creating
uproar over the Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR), the process of
updating voter lists, in
both the previous and
current sessions of
Parliament.
Proceedings in both
houses of Parliament,
which began on
Monday, were disrupt-
ed for the second con-
secutive day over the
issue. Speaking to
reporters in the
Parliament complex,
the Union Minister
stated that the all-party
meeting called by the
Speaker was fruitful,
and they all agreed that

a special discussion
would be held on
Monday on the 150th
anniversary of the
national anthem, Vande
Mataram. This discus-
sion would begin at 12
noon and continue
throughout the day. It
was also agreed that a
discussion on electoral
reforms would take
place on Tuesday,
December 9th. This
meeting could discuss
and debate a wide
range of issues related
to elections and their
processes in the coun-
try. The electoral
process is crucial for
parliamentary democ-
racy. He said, "With
the consensus on the

discussion now settled,
and the time and date

fixed, I look forward
to a very constructive

and engaging discus-
sion." The Union
Minister stated that
after the discussion on
both issues is complete
in the House, we will
propose raising it.

Vande Mataram and electoral

reforms to be discussed in Lok Sabha

New Delhi

While Russian
President Vladimir
Putin's upcoming visit
to India is likely to
include agreements on
the purchase of fifth-
generation Sukhoi-57
fighter jets and the S-
400 air defense system,
as well as on technolo-
gy transfer and joint
production of jet

engines and the con-
struction of small
nuclear power plants,
the two countries may

also agree on a formula
to address the obstacles
to bilateral trade caused
by US tariffs. Ahead of

Putin's visit to India,
which begins on
Thursday, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry
Peskov confirmed this
in a press conference
with Indian journalists
via video link, organ-
ized by the Russian
news agency Sputnik.
The Kremlin
spokesman said that the
Russian leadership
respects Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's stance
on the Russia-Ukraine
war and supports the
US plan to end the con-
flict, but European
leaders want the con-
flict to continue until
the last Ukrainian citi-
zen is killed, and that is
why they are continu-
ing to provide financial
and military aid to
Ukraine. Peskov said,
"Russia-India relations

are not just a standard
set of diplomatic proto-
cols and trade agree-
ments; they are much
more important than
that. Our bilateral rela-
tionship is based on a
deep historical back-
ground of mutual
understanding, partner-
ship, and a shared
vision of global affairs,
and a vast network of
international law.

Agreements on nuclear energy, Su-57, S-400 likely during Putin's visit

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
directed the Election
Commission to decide
on the date of the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in
Kerala within two
days. A bench headed
by Chief Justice Surya
Kant said that the local
body election process
is underway in the
state, so the date for
the SIR should be
extended. The hearing
on the SIR issue will
continue tomorrow,
December 4th. During
the hearing today, the
Chief Justice stated that
the government
machinery has no prob-
lem, but some political
parties do. During the
hearing, Prashant
Bhushan, representing

the petitioner, said that
the court should be
aware that many people
in the country today
view the Election
Commission as a dicta-
tor. The Chief Justice
then asked them not to
make such comments
and to confine them-
selves to their argu-
ments. 
During the previous
hearing, the court had
made it clear that there
should be no chaos in
the process and a time-
ly response is required.
In the petition, the
Kerala government has
sought to halt the SIR
process until the ongo-
ing local body election
process in the state is
completed. The petition
states that Kerala has
1,200 autonomous bod-
ies.

EC should decide on the

date of SIR in Kerala

within two days: Court

New Delhi

Union Health Minister
JP Nadda on Tuesday
called on MPs from
Uttar Pradesh to sup-
port the TB-Free India
Campaign. Speaking at
a meeting held in the
Parliament House
Annexe (EPHA) audi-
torium, JP Nadda stated

that the purpose of the
dialogue with MPs is to
advance the national
mission of a TB-Free
India. The session aims
to increase parliamen-
tary support and aware-
ness in the fight against
tuberculosis, focusing
on prevention, early
diagnosis, care, and
community mobiliza-

tion.
He stated that MPs

can make a significant
contribution to achiev-
ing a TB-Free
India.Union Health
Minister JP Nadda stat-
ed that under the
National Campaign for
TB-Free India, an
intensive 100-day cam-
paign was launched

across the country.
Meetings will now be
held with MPs from
each state to ensure the
program's success. In
this regard, a meeting
with MPs from Uttar
Pradesh is being held
on Tuesday. Meetings
will also be held with
MPs from Maharashtra
and the Northeast.

Lucknow

The Yogi government
has taken a major step
towards developing
Ayodhya as a world-
class cultural and spiri-
tual destination. The
cabinet meeting held at
Lok Bhavan on
Tuesday expanded the
scope of the proposed
world-class temple
museum in Ayodhya, in
collaboration with Tata
Sons. Finance Minister
Suresh Khanna, while
providing information

on the cabinet decision,
stated that Tata Sons
has expressed its desire
to develop and operate
a state-of-the-art tem-
ple museum using its
CSR funds. A tripartite
MoU for land alloca-
tion for the project was

signed on September 3,
2024, between the
Central Government,
the Uttar Pradesh
Government, and Tata
Sons. Finance Minister
Suresh Khanna stated
that the state govern-
ment had previously

granted Tata Sons 25
acres of Nazul land in
Manjha Jamthara vil-
lage in Ayodhya for 90
years, but Tata Sons
had requested more
land to accommodate
the museum's grandeur.
In addition to this land,
a further 27.102 acres,
totaling 52.102 acres,
will be transferred free
of charge from the
Housing and Urban
Planning Department
to the Tourism
Department to further
expand the scope.

New Delhi

A new controversy has
erupted between the
two countries over
Pakistan's relief flight
to cyclone-ravaged Sri
Lanka. Pakistan
claimed that India was
deliberately blocking
its humanitarian
flights, delaying the
delivery of relief to Sri
Lanka. However, India
immediately rejected
Pakistan's allegations,
stating that it had
approved Pakistan's
request on the same
day, within just four

hours, on humanitarian
grounds. India also cat-
egorically rejected the
misleading claims
being spread by
Pakistan on this issue.
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal called the state-
ment by the Pakistan

Foreign Ministry
"ridiculous" and anoth-
er attempt to spread
misinformation against
India. He added that
India is committed to
providing full assis-
tance to Sri Lanka in
its difficult situation.
Jaiswal stated that

Pakistan's formal
request was received
by the Indian High
Commission in
Islamabad at around
13:00 pm on December
1, 2025. The govern-
ment, recognizing it as
a humanitarian emer-
gency, issued the
approval at 17:30 pm
that same day.
Pakistani media
spreading fake
newsIndia categorically
stated that the news
circulating in Pakistani
media that India denied
airspace permission is
completely false. 

New Delhi

The Government of
India has a zero-toler-
ance policy towards any
form of illegal and anti-
national activities. Over
the past five years, the
government has
declared 23 organiza-
tions unlawful. This
action was taken under
the provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967.
This information was
provided by Minister of
State for Home Affairs

Nityanand Rai in a writ-
ten reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Rai stated that strict and
consistent action has
been taken against any
organization involved in
activities prejudicial to
the sovereignty, unity,
integrity, and security of
the nation. He stated
that the 23 organizations
declared unlawful dur-
ing these five years
include SIMI, ULFA,
ATTF.

Zero tolerance on activities
against the unity and integri-

ty of the country: Centre
New Delhi

Due to changing wind
direction and local fac-
tors, the air quality in
the capital is once
again rapidly moving
towards the severe cat-
egory. Tuesday morn-
ing began with haze
and light fog. A light
layer of smog also
appeared in the sky,
reducing visibility.
People were seen wear-
ing masks during this
time, and respiratory
patients faced difficul-

ties. The Air Quality
Index (AQI) was
recorded at 372, which
is in the very poor cat-
egory. This is an
increase of 68 points
compared to Monday.
Meanwhile, Noida's air
quality was the most
polluted in the NCR,
with an AQI of 395,
which is in the very
poor category. Greater
Noida recorded an AQI
of 378, Ghaziabad 361,
and Gurugram 277.
Faridabad's air quality
was the cleanest.

Delhi's air quality is suf-
focating: Air in 'very

poor' category

New Delhi

The Prime Minister's
Office has been
renamed Seva Tirtha.
The central government
has made this decision.
It is reported that the
Prime Minister's Office
will soon be relocated
to a new complex. This
building has been
named Seva Tirtha. The
new complex, which is
in the final stages of
construction, was previ-
ously known as the
'Executive Enclave'

under the Central Vista
Redevelopment Project.
In addition to the PMO,
the 'Executive Enclave'
will also house the
offices of the Cabinet
Secretariat, the
National Security
Council Secretariat, and
India House, a venue

for high-level interac-
tions with visiting dig-
nitaries. Officials said
that 'Seva Teerth' will
be a workplace
designed to demon-
strate the spirit of serv-
ice and where national
priorities will take
shape. 

The Prime Minister's Office will

now be called 'Seva Teerth'
New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
granted a major relief to for-
mer Karnataka Chief
Minister and BJP leader
B.S. Yeddyurappa. A bench
headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant has stayed the
trial in the POCSO case
filed against Yeddyurappa.
The court has issued a
notice to the Karnataka gov-
ernment. The Supreme
Court stated that the
Karnataka High Court mis-
interpreted an earlier deci-
sion and failed to consider
the merits of the case,
despite the petitioner being
granted liberty in the earlier
order. Yeddyurappa had

Big relief to former
Karnataka Chief

Minister BS
Yediyurappa

Winter Action Plan will protect the homeless and

poor from cold: CM Rekha Gupta.

UP Cabinet: A world-class temple museum
will now be built on 52 acres in Ayodhya

Pakistan's lies on Sri Lanka relief 
mission exposed: Foreign Ministry 

Nadda calls on MPs to support the "TB-Free India" campaign 

Parliament considers
all matters related to
major reforms in the
electoral process.
Meanwhile, the SIR is
an administrative mat-
ter decided by the
Election Commission.
Administrative matters
handled by the
Election Commission
cannot be discussed in
the House without the
government's direction
or consultation. It is
noteworthy that the
process of updating
voter lists is currently
underway in 12 states.

Parliament considers

all matters related to

reforms in the elec-

toral process
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Kaushambi. Maniram, a resident of Tilhapur Mod
Market under the Pipri police station, bought four
chairs while returning from Puramufti and had them
loaded onto his auto. He promised to drop them off
at Tilhapur Mod and returned home with his wife
on his bike. While waiting for the auto, Maniram
asked the driver to remove the chairs. The auto
driver removed the chairs and dropped them on the
ground, breaking one. Maniram began arguing with
the driver about compensation. Meanwhile, the
driver tried to flee with the vehicle. Maniram stood
in front, but the driver struck him hard, killing
Maniram, 68, on the spot. Pipri police have arrested
the driver and taken the vehicle into custody and
are investigating.

Youth injured in accident dies
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. A young man from Hisampur Madho,
Saini police station, has died in a road
accident.According to the incident, Vinay Kumar,
son of Pappu,
was on his way
to a hospital in
Khaga last
Sunday to learn
medicine. As
soon as he
reached Budwan
Mod on his bike, he was hit by an unknown vehicle,
causing him to fall on the road along with his bike
and suffer serious injuries. Upon receiving the
information, his family members rushed him to
Fatehpur. Due to his critical condition, he was
admitted to a private nursing home in Prayagraj on
Monday, December 1st. He died last night during
treatment. The weeping family members performed
the last rites of the young man.

An auto driver killed an
elderly man after he

demanded compensation
for a broken chair

Lucknow

Acting on the direc-
tives of the Chief
Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, a large-scale
operation was con-
ducted on Monday in
the Southern Zone of
Lucknow as part of
the statewide cam-
paign against illegal
settlers living in
slums, makeshift
colonies and sensitive
localities. The opera-
tion was carried out
under the supervision
of Lucknow Police
Commissioner
Amrendra Singh
Sengar. Deputy
Commissioner of
Police (South) Nipun
Agrawal and
Assistant
Commissioner of
Police (Krishnanagar)
Rajneesh Verma,
along with the Bijnor
police team, conduct-
ed intensive checking
in the airport area and

nearby commercial
establishments, slums
and temporary settle-
ments. 
During the drive, the
police thoroughly
examined the
Aadhaar cards, voter
ID cards and other
identity documents of
individuals residing
in these areas. For
verification of the
addresses mentioned
in these documents,
correspondence is
being made with the

concerned police sta-
tions. Officials stated
that if any discrepan-
cies are found during
verification, strict
legal action will be
taken against those
identified as illegal
settlers. This opera-
tion by the Southern
Zone Police is being
considered a signifi-
cant step toward
strengthening security
and maintaining law
and order in the
region.

Lucknow

Panic ensued in
Mohalla Madhav
Nagar of Jalesar
police station area on
Monday when a cow
fell into a drain and
got trapped. The ani-
mal remained stuck
for several hours
before help arrived.
Local residents imme-
diately informed
Bajrang Dal volun-
teers, prompting a
joint rescue operation
by the Jalesar
Municipality and

Bajrang Dal team.
The rescue operation
faced significant chal-
lenges due to the nar-
rowness of the drain,
its depth and the fast-
flowing water. After
hours of strenuous
effort, the cow was
finally rescued safely.
Residents present at
the scene breathed a
sigh of relief and
praised the rescue
team for their prompt
action. Key partici-
pants in the operation
included Lucky
Mehrotra, District

Student Head of
Bajrang Dal: Vikas
Thakur, Block Student
Head, Pranshu
Kushwaha, Chief
Cow Protector and
Deputy Cow Protector
Shyam Thakur, along
with municipal staff.
Local citizens
expressed their grati-
tude to the municipal-
ity employees and the
Bajrang Dal team for
saving the animal and
lauded their courage,
promptness and
humanitarian sensitiv-
ity.

Lucknow

On December 1, a significant and constructive meeting
was held between the Lucknow Development Authority
(LDA), farmers affected by the Anant Nagar Scheme
and concerned officials. During the discussion, farmers
presented their pending issues and demands in detail. In
response, officials assured that another round of dia-
logue would be conducted next Saturday in the pres-
ence of senior authorities to work toward resolving all
outstanding matters. During the meeting, farmers raised
key concerns related to land disputes, compensation,
rehabilitation and other unresolved aspects of the
scheme. LDA officials listened attentively and empha-
sized that the next phase of talks—directly involving
top officials—would focus on concrete steps toward
addressing the farmers’ issues. Representatives from
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha Bharat and the Bhartiya Kisan
Mazdoor Union Dashahri actively participated in the
discussion. Organization representative Manish Yadav
Dashahri expressed satisfaction, stating that the admin-
istration’s willingness to hear the farmers’ concerns has
strengthened hopes for a positive resolution. 
Farmer organizations described the meeting as a posi-
tive beginning and expressed confidence that all pend-
ing demands of the affected farmers would be
addressed satisfactorily in the upcoming dialogue.

Lucknow

A district-wise review meeting
of DC and MIS Managers was
held under the chairmanship
of Uttar Pradesh Skill
Development Mission
Director Pulkit Khare. The
meeting included a detailed
discussion on the quality,
progress, data management,
target achievement and func-
tioning of training providers
under various skill training
programmes.The Mission
Director directed that division-
al-level competitions must be
conducted in all divisions by
10 December. After the com-
petition, the names of five eli-
gible candidates from each
skill sector, in descending
order, must be submitted to

the Mission office. He
informed that password-pro-
tected confidential question
papers (Set A and Set B) for
the competition will be sent to
districts by the Mission. 
He instructed that candidates

shortlisted at the district level
must be ensured participation
at the divisional level so they
may get a fair opportunity to
progress to the state level.The
Mission Director stated that

the smooth operation of all
designated training batches is
the top priority of the Mission,
so that maximum youth can
be empowered through skill
training and connected with
local employment and self-
employment opportunities. 
He further said that providing
skill training to more and
more students in government
and non-government schools
under Project ‘Praveen’ is a
key objective of the govern-
ment. In case any training
provider is found involved in
irregularities, UPSDM will
take blacklisting action and
written notices will be issued
to such providers.

During the meeting, the
Mission Director informed
that the Zero Poverty

Campaign is being reviewed
at the Chief Minister Office
level. Under this campaign,
the Mission is consistently
working to provide skill train-
ing to identified families and
Self-Help Group (SHG)
women and linking them with
self-employment and wage-
employment opportunities.
He directed that a compre-

hensive database be prepared
of all youth who have been
trained under UPSDM and
DDU-GKY in the last three
years but have not yet
obtained employment.
Participation of such youth in
the employment fair organised
at the ITI on the 21st of every
month must be ensured so
they can benefit from avail-
able job opportunities.

Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh
Government One Time
Settlement (OTS)
Scheme witnessed an
impressive response on
its very first day in the
Fatehganj Sarosa subdi-
vision. Consumers from
more than a dozen vil-
lages of the area enthusi-
astically reached the
camp to register them-
selves for settling out-
standing electricity bills,
including cases of theft
and other pending dues.
Executive Engineer
Neeraj Kumar, who
attended the camp,
explained that Energy
Minister A.K. Sharma

introduced this scheme
primarily to benefit rural
consumers whose elec-
tricity bills have accu-
mulated beyond their
capacity to pay. The
scheme provides them
relief through easy
installments and dis-
counts. Motivating the
public, he gave the slo-
gan: 
“Come early, gain
more.” He also instruct-
ed all electricity staff of

the region to spread
awareness about the
OTS scheme by visiting
households so that maxi-
mum consumers can take
advantage of it. During
the camp, Assistant
Engineer Ravindra
Kumar Singh, TG-2
Avinash Yadav, Naushad
Alam, Avneesh Yadav,
Bheeshm Bhushan
Pratap Singh (Tony),
Abhinav, Ashish and
other staff members
were present. A heavy
rush of consumers was
seen from early morning
on the inaugural day,
clearly indicating the
strong enthusiasm
among rural citizens
toward the OTS scheme.

Lucknow

The Yogi govern-
ment of Uttar
Pradesh is continu-
ously striving to
increase farmers'
income and give a
new direction to hor-
ticulture develop-
ment. In this regard,
Minister of State
(Independent
Charge) for
Horticulture,
Agricultural 
Marketing, 
Agricultural Foreign
Trade and
Agricultural Exports,
Dinesh Pratap Singh
will inaugurate the
joint Horticulture
Upgradation Seminar
of Gorakhpur and
Basti Divisions at
the Yogiraj Baba
Gambhirnath
Auditorium in
Gorakhpur on
December 3rd, 2025
at 10:00 am. This
event is being organ-
ized to commemo-
rate the completion
of the golden 50th
anniversary of the
Horticulture
Department. Three
key topics will be
discussed in detail at

the event. 
The first topic is
"Rooftop
Gardening," which
will discuss meas-
ures to promote fruit
and vegetable pro-
duction on rooftops
in urban areas,
increase greenery in
cities and provide
fresh vegetables to
people at home.
Experts will educate
residents on potted
plant production
techniques, nutrient
management and
environmental bene-
fits.The second
major topic is high-
value horticultural
crops in small areas.
cial for doubling the
income of marginal
and small farmers.
Subject matter
experts will guide
farmers on cultiva-
tion techniques and

market access for
medicinal plants,
spices, flowers and
other high-value
crops.The third topic
is connecting domes-
tic exporters to the
global market. To
gain international
recognition for prod-
ucts from Gorakhpur
and surrounding
areas, the program
will discuss export
enhancement strate-
gies, packaging
improvements, quali-
ty standards and
international market
access.Senior offi-
cials from the
Horticulture and
Markets Department,
scientists, FPO rep-
resentatives, progres-
sive farmers and
domestic exporters
will participate in
large numbers in the
program.

Govt. is giving new impetus to hor-

ticulture development in the state
New Delhi

Republican Party of
India (Athawale)
National President and
Minister of State for
Social Justice and
Empowerment,
Government of India,
said at the National
Executive meeting held
at New Maharashtra
Sadan, New Delhi, that
the party will soon
receive national party
status. RPI National
President Ramdas
Athawale said that the
RPI has already
received state party sta-
tus due to winning two
seats in the Nagaland
Assembly elections and
its strong performance
in Manipur. Ramdas
Athawale said that the
party executive commit-
tee has been formed in
Arunachal Pradesh this
month.  Ramdas
Athawale stated that the
organization is already
active in all 28 states
and 8 union territories,
and to further strengthen
the RPI, the party will
launch a nationwide
membership drive to
recruit 20 million new
members. Athawale
appealed to all members
present at the executive

meeting to fight for
social justice under the
leadership of the RPI to
address local issues in
their states, districts and
regions, win the trust of
the people and partici-
pate in strengthening the
organization.Athawale
expressed his heartfelt
congratulations to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on the
NDA landslide victory
in the Bihar Assembly
elections, marking the
beginning of a new
chapter of Bihar bright
future and progress.
Athawale stated that all
opposition parties,
including the Leader of
the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, are misleading
the public by making
false statements regard-
ing the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the
voter list and reserva-
tions.Ramdas Athawale

stated that extensive dis-
cussions were held with
the state presidents and
state in-charges who
participated in the meet-
ing to spread the party
principles to every cor-
ner of the country
through a massive mem-
bership drive.RPI
National President
Ramdas Athawale
appealed to every mem-
ber to actively partici-
pate in the massive
membership drive and
effectively contribute to
strengthening the RPI,
which is committed to
realizing Babasaheb
dreams.On this occa-
sion, the RPI National
President also stated that
the RPI will continue its
struggle and dedication
for justice for all
deprived sections of
society, including
minorities, farmers,
laborers, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

Strict Action Against Illegal Settlers

in Slum Areas: Southern Zone Police

Conduct Intensive Checking Drive

Cattle Successfully Rescued from

Drain: Quick Action by Municipality

and Bajrang Dal Saves Life

Government OTS Scheme a Hit:
Dozens of Consumers Join on
Day One in Fatehganj Sarosa

Constructive Dialogue Held

Between LDA Officials and Farmers

Affected by Anant Nagar Scheme

RPI will soon receive national

party status: Ramdas Athawale

Mission Director Pulkit Khare reviewed

the progress of skill training activities

Dinesh will inaugurate the "Horticulture Upgradation Seminar" on Dec 3rd 
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Kada Kaushambi. A
woman committed
suicide by hanging
herself inside her
home under suspicious
circumstances in
Majra Kazipur,
Thulgula village, in
the Saini police station
area, around 11 a.m.
on Sunday. The
deceased was identi-
fied as Sangeeta Devi
(30), wife of Anil
Kumar.The deceased,
Sangeeta Devi,
hanged herself by
making a noose of

cloth from a tin can
inside the house at
around 11 a.m. Her
husband was out
working. When neigh-
bors arrived at her
home and saw the
woman's body hang-
ing from the noose,
panic ensued. Police
arrived at the scene,
removed the body,
completed the formali-
ties, and sent it for
post-mortem examina-
tion. The woman's
death has caused a tur-
moil in the family.
The deceased woman
has two young chil-
dren: a one-year-old

girl and a four-year-
old son. The children
are inconsolable,
weeping inconsolably
after their mother's
death. No clear reason
for the suicide has
been revealed at this
time. Station House
Officer Dharmendra
Singh stated that no
complaint has been
received regarding the
incident. The body has
been sent for post-
mortem examination
based on information
from the deceased's
brother. Further action
will be taken after the
report is received. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj
The annual inspection of
Vidya Bharati Akhil
Bharatiya Shiksha
Sansthan's inter-school
began. The inspection began
with a prayer session by
Uma Shankar Mishra,
Principal of Saraswati Vidya
Mandir Inter College,
Lalaganj, Azhhara,
Pratapgarh, and his associ-
ates, Acharya Shiv Pratap
Tiwari, Shashank Shekhar
Dwivedi, and Ram
Shiromani Mishra. The dig-
nitaries lit lamps and offered
flowers to Goddess
Saraswati. Following this,
the school's brothers and sis-
ters performed the prayer, in

which everyone devotedly
worshipped the Goddess.
After the prayer, the school's
Principal, Suresh Chandra
Tiwari, introduced and hon-
ored the guests. After that,

the head of the inspection
team, Principal Umashankar
Mishra, while providing
guidance to the brothers and
sisters as well as the school
family, explained the five

changes of the Sangh cente-
nary year - social harmony,
family enlightenment, envi-
ronmental protection, self-
awareness and civic duty - in
a very good manner and
appealed that we all should
take it to different places
and people of the society
and present its relevance in
the present time in a simple
manner so that the welfare
of the human society can be
achieved. Along with this, he
blessed the brothers and sis-
ters to keep moving on the
path of continuous progress
by doing their work and
responsibilities with devo-
tion. All the teachers, broth-
ers and sisters of the school
were present in this pro-
gram. 

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Tharwai. Today, it is
being seen that women
are not safe if they go out
of their homes. Women
are not safe if they go out
to study due to problems
like harassment from bul-
lies and domestic harass-
ment. Special attention
has been given to
women's safety and
respect, and special
emphasis has been placed
on women's safety and
respect. Nowadays, every
woman is able to freely

exercise her rights and
focus on her education. In
this context, campaigns
are being conducted
under Mission Shakti
Phase 5.0. On Monday, a
women's police team
under the Tharwai police
station visited JRD
Adarsh ??Public School

in Tharwai to raise
awareness about women's
empowerment and
respect. Sub-Inspector
Akanksha Dwivedi, from
the Mission Shakti team,
provided the girls with
detailed information
about the police's ongoing
women's empowerment

campaign. She empha-
sized that women should
always be aware that if
someone harasses them
on the road, at work, or
around their home, they
should not panic. To
teach them a lesson, call
the numbers provided for
women's safety and
respect. 

They will receive assis-
tance within a short time,
and action may be taken
against the harasser. SI
Deepti Mishra also pro-
vided detailed informa-
tion about helpline num-
bers, including the
Women Power Line 1090,

Women's Helpline 181,
Child Helpline 1098,
Chief Minister's Helpline
1076, and Police
Emergency Service Dial
112. She also explained
various public welfare
schemes implemented by
the government, includ-
ing the Kanya Sumangala
Yojana, Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, and
the Chief Minister's Mass
Marriage Scheme. On
this occasion, school
principal Adarsh ??Pal
and teachers Neha Dubey,
Soumya, Sangeeta, Tanu
Tripathi, Stuti Singh etc.
were present. 

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Lucknow. On Tuesday,
Vipin Kumar assumed
charge as the District
Basic Education
Officer (BSA),
Lucknow. He has
extensive and rich
experience in the edu-
cation sector.
Previously, he served as
Senior Lecturer at
Prayagraj DIET,
Specialist in Holistic
Education (outgoing),
Assistant Teacher in the
Basic Education
Department, and Block
Education Officer.
Vipin Kumar is origi-

nally from Kaushambi
district and received his
education in
Kaushambi and
Prayagraj. On the occa-
sion of assuming
charge, Vipin Kumar
Kushwaha of Prayagraj
also met him and
extended his best wish-

es and congratulations
on his new responsibili-
ty.Sab Kumar's
appointment is being
considered a step
towards reinventing the
quality of education
and administrative effi-
ciency in Lucknow dis-
trict.
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Prayagraj. On Tuesday, at the sacred

banks of the Triveni Sangam of the

sacred rivers Ganga, Yamuna, and

Saraswati, Divisional Commissioner

Soumya Agarwal, Police

Commissioner Jogendra Kumar,

District Magistrate Manish Kumar

Verma, Mela Adhikari/Vice President

of Prayagraj Development Authority

Rishiraj, Municipal Commissioner

Seelam Sai Teja, and other officials

performed Ganga Pujan with Vedic

mantras to pray for the successful

completion of the Magh Mela 2026.

They prayed to Mother Ganga for a

safe and smooth Magh Mela. On this

occasion, Mahant Balveer Giri Ji

Maharaj of the Bade Hanumanji

Temple, other saints, and Mayor

Umesh Chandra Ganesh Kesarwani

also worshipped Mother Ganga.After

the Ganga Pujan, the Divisional

Commissioner addressed the media,

stating that the Ganga Pujan was

completed today. Land allocations

begin today. He stated that, in accor-

dance with the government's inten-

tion, the Magh Mela will be organ-

ized in a clean, accessible, safe, and

grand manner. He stated that 800

hectares of land will be allocated in

seven sectors for the fair. This year,

approximately 150 million people are

expected to attend the Magh Mela.

He stated that, drawing on past expe-

riences, some new experiments are

being undertaken. For the conven-

ience of the devotees, efforts are

being made to minimize walking,

improve parking facilities, further

improve crowd management, stream-

line traffic management, and provide

a robust networking system.On this

occasion, District Magistrate Manish

Kumar Verma stated that the Ganga

Pujan was completed in the presence

of saints and sages. A prayer has been

offered to Mother Ganga for the safe

and smooth conduct of the upcoming

Magh Mela. All necessary arrange-

ments are being made to ensure that

the devotees coming to the fair do not

face any difficulties. He stated that

over 150 million people are expected

to attend the fair. In view of this,

meetings have been held with the rel-

evant departments to ensure proper

crowd management, traffic, and

arrangements within the Magh Mela

area. Parking spaces have been iden-

tified on the roads leading in and all

necessary arrangements are being

made there. The District Magistrate

stated that the fair will be conducted

in a systematic manner.Magh Mela

Officer Rishiraj stated that the Magh

Mela will be conducted safely and

smoothly. He stated that officials

from all relevant departments have

been instructed to complete their

respective tasks within the stipulated

timeframe. Police and administrative

officials, priests, and religious lead-

ers, along with a large number of peo-

ple, were present on the occasion. 

Ganga Pujan was performed on the banks

of the Sangam in the presence of officials

Woman commits suicide by hanging

under suspicious circumstances
Annual inspection of Vidya Bharati Akhil

Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan's inter-school began

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. Lawyers in
Kaushambi roared loudly
on Tuesday, campaigning
for the passage of the
Advocates' Protection Bill
in the winter session of
Parliament. Under the ban-
ner of the All India Rural
Bar Association, the
Advocates' Protection
March, jointly led by
National President Gyan
Prakash Shukla and
National General Secretary
Anil Kumar Tiwari
Mahesh, was seen in high
spirits. The state-wide
Advocates' Protection
March, which began in
Lucknow and reached
Kaushambi this afternoon
via Unnao and Kanpur,
reached Kaushambi. Here,

lawyers held a public
meeting in support of the
bill in the Model District
Bar Association's library
hall. Outside the library
hall, hundreds of lawyers
also raised slogans
demanding the implemen-
tation of the
Act.Addressing the public
meeting in the library hall,
National President Gyan
Prakash Shukla, regarding
the awareness campaign
among lawyers, said that
the Parliament session has
begun. The Central
Government should intro-
duce the Advocates'
Protection Act Bill along
with other bills in this ses-
sion. He stated that if the
government does not intro-
duce the bill in the winter
session, advocates will

intensify their agitation on
this issue. National
General Secretary Anil
Kumar Tiwari Mahesh
stated that the government
and administration's indif-
ferent attitude toward the
safety of advocates will not
be tolerated. He added that
the Association's draft of
the security bill includes
several welfare measures
for young advocates and a
pension for senior advo-
cates. The general meeting
was chaired by Bar
Association President
Dilip Pandey and conduct-
ed by senior advocate
Satyendra Nath Mishra.At
the general meeting, the
Association honored for-
mer President Nar Narayan
Mishra, President Dilip
Pandey, and Rakesh

Kumar Jaiswal with
Struggle Honor Letters for
their contributions to the
Advocate Safety
Campaign. The general
meeting was coordinated
by former President
Rakesh Kumar Jaiswal and
former General Secretary
Laxmikant Tripathi. Senior
advocates Gopalji Shukla,
Pappu Mishra, Roshan
Agrahari, Nitish Tripathi,
Amit Singh, Rahul Kumar
Sahu, Rudra Vishwakarma,
Sneh Dutt Maurya,
Bhupesh Sharma, Niranjan
Singh, Harishankar
Pandey, Akshay
Vishwakarma, Ravidev
Pandey, Ashish, etc. were
present on the occasion.
General Secretary Tushar
Tiwathanks.ri proposed a
vote of thanks.

Vipin Kumar assumes

charge as BSA Lucknow
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Kaushambi. A young bike rider
died in a road accident at 2 a.m.
near Girdharpur Garhi village in
the Kadadham police station area.
Doctors declared him dead upon
arrival at the hospital. Kadadham
police, on patrol, found a young

man lying injured on the road-
side. Police transported the young
man to the Community Health
Center, Ismailpur, in their vehi-
cle. However, after examination,
doctors declared him dead. The
deceased has been identified as
27-year-old Mahesh Yadav, a res-
ident of Lukiya village in the

Saini police station area.
According to family members,
Mahesh had gone to Girdharpur
Garhi village to attend his sister's
sister-in-law's wedding. While
returning that night, a vehicle hit
his bike. The impact was so
severe that Mahesh fell to the
road, seriously injured. Police

informed Mahesh's family
through his mobile phone and
rushed him to the hospital, where
doctors declared him dead. The
body was sent for a post-mortem.
Police are now searching for the
vehicle involved in the incident
through CCTV cameras installed
on the highway. 

Bike rider dies in midnight road accident

Awareness campaign launched
under Mission Shakti Phase 5.0

Empowered Women, Prosperous StateDon't be afraid of any problem; pick up the

phone and dial the women's helpline number: get immediate help

The Magh Mela will be organized in a clean, accessible,

safe, and grand manner - Divisional Commissioner

A large number of lawyers gathered at the

Kaushambi courthouse, raising slogans in

support of the Advocates' Protection Act
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The replacement of the much-
reviled Bashar al-Assad regime
in Syria by a so-called “rebel
force" that is actually just an
Islamist offshoot of al-Qaeda
and ISIS—which, remember,
was headquartered in the
Syrian city of Raqqa from 2014
to 2017—once again under-
lines how the turbulent history
of that region is painted in
countless shades of grey. As if
the ongoing war between
Israel and the equally Islamist
Hamas left you in any doubt
about that, of course. The
Assads had ruled Syria with a
mix of fear and murderous bru-
tality for over 50 years. But
that family, their Ba’ath Party
and that general cohort were
not religious fanatics. In fact,

they professed the sort of sec-
ular socialism which evolved
into the crony socialism-cum-
authoritarianism seen in many
countries ruled by similarly
inclined people and parties.
Even India and the Congress
Party of the mid-1970s were
not unlike Syria during that
same period. The difference, of
course, is that the Emergency
in India marked the apogee
and also the end of authoritar-
ianism. India never degenerat-
ed into a single-party rule—
which appears to be the main
cause of the rise of the Islamist
factions all over West Asia
today. Ironically, authoritarian
secularism (and in Syria’s case,
also minority rule by the Shia
Alawite tribe of the Assads) has

led to the ascent of doctrinaire
Sunni Islam and power being
captured by its adherents. As
the news channels broke the
news of the fall of Assad’s gov-
ernment in Syria, I saw
London’s Oxford Street
become an impromptu victory
procession of cars with young
men honking, shouting and
hanging out of windows bran-
dishing their homeland’s dis-
tinctive opposition flag. It con-
tinued for well over an hour
without any of London’s uni-
formed finest visible. Maybe
the Metropolitan Police were
just relieved it was not yet
another fraught pro-Gaza
demonstration. But having
lived in Syria during the regime
of this just-ousted socialist dic-

tator’s father, I had mixed feel-
ings. How would those fashion-
ably puffer-jacket-clad Syrians
cheering in London fare under
the country’s new rulers
whose roots are in the Salafi-
jihadist school although they
profess to have “moved" to a
more accommodating posi-
tion? Do Syrians not know
what’s happening in
Afghanistan, whose Taliban
rulers mouthed similar lines
and then recanted? When my
father was India’s ambassador
to Syria, the then President
Hafez al-Assad ordered the
Hama massacre in 1982, trig-
gered by a long-brewing upris-
ing in that city 200km north of
Damascus by the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Halal is the latest Islamic fad. The internet is
buzzing with content on Halal living, Halal dating,
and even Halal sex. Halal certification is a boom-
ing global industry created by New Islam. A reli-
gion that has so far been proudly political is
becoming brazenly commercial too. And why
not, when catchphrases like “Islam is the com-
plete way of life”—making detailed prescriptions
for politics, economy, and every imaginable
aspect of life—go unchallenged?In an ongoing
Supreme Court case, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta submitted that while nobody had any
objection to Halal certification for meat, nowa-
days even cement, iron rods, and bottled water
were being certified as Halal. Since such certifica-
tion comes at a cost—charged by private agen-
cies in the Halal certification business—even cus-
tomers who have no interest in such labels are
being made to pay higher prices for the com-
modities thus certified.Halal certification preys
on the naïveté of the newly prosperous Muslim
masses. The Indian economy has been steadily
growing, and Muslims have shared in this pros-
perity as much as anyone else. But this upward
mobility has to be matched by enhanced self-
esteem and social respectability, which, for a
Muslim, still comes through overt piety and
demonstrative religiosity. The Halal industry sows
such fervour and reaps a good harvest from it. In
the process, not entirely unwittingly, it also fos-
ters a narrow and rigid religious attitude among
Muslims—one that leads, inevitably, to radicali-
sation.The growth of the Indian economy has
placed unprecedented purchasing power in
Muslim hands too. And though the Halal certifi-
cation business is aimed at tapping into the vast
and growing Muslim market, it is bound to have
some insidious and unforeseen
consequences.For one, it will result in economic
separatism, creating a Muslim-only parallel econ-
omy. In effect, it will lead to the systemic eco-
nomic boycott of other communities.Stray calls
to boycott Muslim street vendors, which keep
circulating on social media, are a red herring
compared to the harm the Halal market is insinu-
ating into the political economy. Its normalisation
and mainstreaming will have far-reaching conse-
quences for inter-community relations—even
greater than what Muslim Personal Law or vote
bank politics have had so far.If a non-Muslim
were to buy and sell in the Halal market, he
would have to comply with the terms prescribed
by Sharia, as interpreted by the agents of Halal
certification. In such a market, they would be sec-
ond-class citizens. Dhimmis. We would have the
economic version of an Islamic state. Having suf-
fered from the Two-Nation Theory, are we now
sleepwalking into a Two-Economy reality? The
path is nearly charted as a parallel economy
develops around Islamic banking, Halal stocks,
Halal mutual funds, Halal investments, and Halal
travels.This trend will eventually lead to demands
for the Halal certification of India itself as a coun-
try fit for Muslims. Then for the Constitution as a
document that doesn’t conflict with Sharia. And,
as has already been happening informally, Halal
certification for political parties—determining
whether it is right for a Muslim to vote for some
of them.One wonders, why should the religious
lens be used to look at everything from iron rods
and cement to electric wires and batteries? How
will someone who looks at iron and cement
through an Islamic filter see people of other reli-
gions? An outlook like this, even if genuinely
Islamic, would have no place in the modern
world.But as I will show in the latter part of this
article, this isn’t even Islamic. It has no prece-
dence in history or theological feet to stand on.
It’s pop Islam—faux piety, driven by pseu-
do-Islamic power theology that
seeks to paint the world in garish
green. It divides the world
between Islamic and non-
Islamic and posits .

Circa 1900: Rudyard Kipling
wrote Kim, placing the
eponymous hero at the cen-
tre of the Great Game of
espionage between the
British Empire and Russia in
the 19th century. The book is
set after the Second Anglo-
Afghan War, which ended in
1881, but before the Third,
likely in the period 1893–98.
Kim, short for Kimball
O’Hara, is an impoverished
Irish orphan who lives on the
streets of Lahore and works
for Mahbub Ali, a Pashtun
horse trader. He later
befriends an aged Tibetan
lama, accompanies him on
his journey along the Grand
Trunk Road, learns about the
Great Game, and is eventual-
ly recruited by Mahbub Ali,
who works for the British
Secret Service in their quest
to extend influence in both
Afghanistan and
Tibet.Whether or not the
Great Game—the expression
used by British imperialists
to describe the perceived
expansion of Russian influ-
ence in Afghanistan, Central
Asia, and Tibet—actually
existed, the fact remains that
surveys were undertaken,
expeditions mounted, spy-
masters recruited, and nov-
els written, even as soldiers
lost their lives. Taking a cue
from Viceroy George Curzon,
all pro-establishment
papers—from the Civil and
Military Gazette of Lahore to
The Pioneer of Lucknow, The
Statesman of Calcutta (now
Kolkata), and The Times of
India of Bombay (now
Mumbai)—concurred that
Tsarist Russia posed a real
threat to the jewel in
Britain’s crown. A hundred
and twenty years later, histo-

rians remain sceptical of
Curzon’s assertions.Is the
hue and cry about the Deep
State similar to the Great
Game? Whether or not it
exists, whether it operates in
all countries, and whether
the ‘deep state’ of one coun-
try is connected with others
through the dark web or
entrenched corporate inter-
ests remains unclear, as the
discourse is more ideological
than empirical. Sometimes,
those who claim to be part of
the deep state ascribe to
themselves a larger-than-life
role in state affairs—for
example, AS Dulat and Asad
Durrani in their 2018 book
The Spy Chronicles: RAW, ISI
and the Illusion of Peace.
Their claim to be arbiters of
one of the most tense and
difficult relationships in the
region has been widely cri-
tiqued by reviewers.The term
first gained wide currency in
the context of Türkiye as
derin devlet, which literally
translates to “deep state” in
English. In Türkiye, it refers
to a non-elected military
elite dominating elected gov-
ernments, especially when
they attempt to dismantle
the secular foundations of
the Republic, established by
Mustafa Kemal Pasha after
the abolition of the caliphate
in 1923. In Pakistan, “deep
state” refers to a govern-
ment controlled by powerful
military leaders, as docu-
mented by Stephen Cohen in
The Idea of Pakistan and
Ishtiaq Ahmed in Pakistan:
The Garrison State. Elected
governments in Pakistan
have rarely exercised real
control over defense and for-
eign policy.In the US,
Democrats and Republicans

accuse each other of control-
ling the ‘deep state.’
Democrats claim the pro-
Republican arms lobby and
military-industrial complex
constitute the deep state,
while Republicans argue that
Ivy League universities pro-
mote ‘wokeism’ and diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion nar-
ratives that, according to
Donald Trump, undermine
America’s greatness. Trump
has accused the deep state
within the Democratic
regime of election interfer-
ence, citing the Freedom
Medal awarded to George
Soros as evidence. However,
skeptics argue that if the
deep state were so powerful,
how could Daksh Patel dis-
mantle it simply by firing
‘interns and associates’
whose tenure is co-terminus
with that of President Biden?
Ultimately, the deep state
serves as a convenient
scapegoat for anything that
goes wrong or for political
parties losing popular sup-
port.If Republicans and
Democrats are battling it out
in Washington, India faces a
similar scenario, with Left
liberals and Right nationalists
accusing each other of lever-
aging the ‘deep state’ to gain
or retain power. Publications
like The Caravan and
Organiser Weekly lead these
respective narratives. Left
liberals claim the RSS is
India’s deep state, while
Right nationalists accuse the
Ford Foundation and George
Soros’ Open Society
Foundations of attempting
to discredit the democrati-
cally elected Modi govern-
ment. Left liberals find sup-
port in the speeches of
Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi, while Right national-
ists, led by Vice President
Dhankhar, minister Kiren
Rijiju, and BJP spokespersons
like Sambit Patra, vehement-
ly counter these claims.In a
pre-budget article for The
Indian Express, economist
Surjit Bhalla, a former mem-
ber of the PM’s Economic
Advisory Council, alleged
that India’s deep state com-
prises “major industrialists,
senior IAS babus, and their
friendly influencers in the
media”, slowing down eco-
nomic growth. This claim
was firmly repudiated, point
by point, by Vivek Kaul in
Newslaundry, who ques-
tioned the logic behind such
allegations.
Kaul argued that neither the

IAS, corporates, nor the
media benefit from econom-
ic deceleration. Instead, he
pointed out that the real
cause of economic slow-
down is the compulsion of all
political parties—BJP,
Congress, and AAP—to allo-
cate budgetary resources to
freebies rather than long-
term investments in social
and physical infrastructure,
which are crucial for sus-
tained economic
growth.Journalist Josy
Joseph, in his book The Silent
Coup: A History of India’s
Deep State, argues that the
deep state is actually led by
the IPS. He claims that in the
name of combating terror-
ism in Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir, and the Northeast,
as well as ‘Left-wing extrem-
ism’ (LWE) in Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
and Andhra Pradesh, the tri-
umvirate of the NIA, CBI, and
ED have consolidated
unchecked power, with nei-

ther the legislature nor the
judiciary exercising adequate
oversight. He documents
human rights violations of
individuals caught in the
crosshairs of state
action.Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Steve Coll offers
another perspective, alleging
that India’s deep state main-
ly comprises serving and
retired IFS officials. However,
if the IAS, IPS, and IFS were
truly dominant, why would
they have allowed the cre-
ation of the Department of
Military Affairs under the
Chief of Defence Staff, effec-
tively relegating the Defence
Secretary (an IAS officer) to a
largely ceremonial role? A
completely contrarian view is
presented by Sandhya
Ravishankar, news editor at
NDTV Profit. 

She argues that global NGOs
and foreign funding agencies
have attempted to damage
India’s international reputa-
tion by supporting anti-CAA
protests and farmers’ agita-
tions against the farm laws.
Quoting the French publica-
tion Mediapart, she alleges
that the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP) received
$47 million from the US
Deep State to produce inves-
tigative reports targeting
governments opposed by
Washington—a charge firmly
denied by the US Embassy in
New Delhi.She lists organisa-
tions such as the
Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (led by Maja
Daruwala, daughter of the
legendary Sam Manekshaw),
the Indian Police Foundation
(chaired by celebrated police
officer Prakash Singh.

The Modi government’s main move
in the Union Budget 2025 has been
to cut personal income tax. As
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in her speech, it is meant to
boost demand in the economy.
However, the government doesn’t
expect a higher-than-usual increase
in other non-debt receipts and has
budgeted a decline in the deficit.
The budgeted capital expenditure is
the same as the revised estimates
for 2024-25.The tax cut should be
seen in the context of other fiscal
policy moves the Modi government
has made in the last decade to boost
growth.Since 2016, the Indian econ-
omy has struggled to sustain rapid
growth. From 2016 to 2019, it was in
a relentless showdown, with GDP
growth falling to 3.9 per cent in
2019-20. The GDP then fell sharply
in 2020-21 due to the
pandemic.After this sharp decline,
high GDP growth numbers created a
false sense of complacency, but the
compound annual growth rate
between 2019-20 and 2024-25 is
only 4.8 per cent. The latest GDP
estimates suggest that the economy
is slowing down again—with growth
clocking at 5.4 per cent in the July-
September quarter of 2024. Even if
we set aside the critiques of GDP
estimation in India, growth remains
a topic of concern in policy conver-
sations.The government’s response
to an economic challenge depends
on what it considers to be the root
cause. The Modi government’s
actions over the past decade suggest
that it seeks to address India’s eco-
nomic growth pangs through fiscal
policy. Consequently, fiscal policy
has done much of the heavy lifting in
the government’s growth strategy
over the past decade.In the econom-
ic slowdown from 2016-17 to 2019-
20, the government sought to main-
tain its expenditure. To do so with-
out increasing the reported fiscal
deficit, from 2017-18 to 2019-20, it

transformed a significant part of its
on-budget expenditure into off-
budget expenditure done by public
enterprises. It also sharply raised
cesses and surcharges on petroleum
products, which are not shared with
the states. These unusual tactics
allowed the government to spend
more, and expenditure continued to
outpace GDP growth.These tactics
also allowed the government to
introduce new cash transfer
schemes such as PM KISAN and
increase allocations to existing
schemes.In 2019, in an effort to
stimulate investment, the govern-
ment announced major tax breaks
for corporates, especially in manu-
facturing. At the time, corporate tax
collection had been growing rapidly
while other taxes were struggling to
deliver the budgeted increase. The
tax cut led to a sharp reduction in
the corporate tax to GDP ratio in the
subsequent years.As the pandemic
hit, fiscal policy became even more
central. 
The pandemic allowed the govern-
ment to suspend its concern for
deficits and bring the off-budget
expenditure to the Budget in 2020-
21. For a few years, revenue expen-
diture as a percentage of GDP was
higher than its pre-pandemic levels.

Among other things, this allowed
the government to increase subsi-
dies and cash transfers, and intro-
duce production-linked incentives
for manufacturing in India. Total
subsidies as a percentage of GDP
have now gone back to their pre-
pandemic levels.The most important
change in expenditure since the pan-
demic has been in its composition.
Of the Union government’s total
expenditure, the share of capital
expenditure has increased. Its share
rose from 12.5 per cent of total
expenditure in 2019-20 to 22.2 per
cent in 2023-24.In 2019-20, capital
expenditure was 1.67 per cent of
GDP.

Tax cuts won’t fix low growth. Govt

must look beyond fiscal policy

Among the longest hitters, at 25
years of age, this girl has been wow-
ing golfing fans across the world. Her
straight hits cover much ground, leav-
ing onlookers agape. For world no.
41, Aditi Ashok, who has had a spec-
tacular run in the 2023 LET, opens
with a much-cherished win on
European soil, winning the Ladies
Open 2023 season-ending tourna-
ment at the Andalucia Costa Del Sol
Open (Spain). It’s total surrender to
the game: she won her fourth Ladies
European Tour title at the Kenya
Ladies Open, came third in Morocco,
and was runner-up in Saudi Arabia
(2023).
Scratch the calm demeanour, and
there is a girl with a plan who wants
to hit straighter and longer. Golf con-
sumes her. She recently reconnected
with her childhood coach, Gaurav
Diwan, and is “working on my swing
speed and distance”. From those
early years, she turned pro in 2016

and was also rookie of the year, and
Ashok is the first Indian female golfer
to enter the top 50 world ranking.
On a journey that began at age five,
she accompanied her father, Ashok
Gudlamani, onto the Karnataka Golf
Course in Bangalore. One swing and
another, and soon she was hooked.
Over the years, her resolve, passion,
and stoic stance have seen her climb
deftly along the ranks of ladies’ golf.
Putting, she believes, is her strength,
and often birdie-ing to perfection, the
ramrod straight serious girl with her
lips pursed in concentration has beat-
en men, trumped tournaments, and
is eyeing 2024 as the greens promise
victories ahoy.
“Finishing in the top 5 in Spain has
been heartening after the work I have
put in. It has been completely differ-
ent when compared to where I was in
2022. Then, I was ranked 99 at the
LPG. So, the first win (in Kenya) got
the ball rolling,” smiles Aditi.

Happy to see Indian girls coming

up in golf,’ says India’s first ever

female golfer to win a medal

Halal certification is turn-

ing into a scam. It’s creating

a Muslim-only economy

Deep State is the convenient bogeyman of

modern politics. It’s entered India too

Why Syrians Are Between A Rock And A Hard Place
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