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Prayagraj. The annual function of Vikas Vidyalaya
Ishwar Sharan Ashram, located in Salori, was held with
great enthusiasm and
zeal. The program
began with the national
anthem, after which the
school campus was
filled with cultural col-
ors. A large number of
teachers, students, par-
ents, and dignitaries
attended the
function.Girish Chandra
Tripathi presided over
the program. He said
that the purpose of edu-
cation should not be
limited to textbooks; it
is equally important to
develop students' char-
acter, values, and per-
sonality. He praised the
school's efforts towards
the all-round development of children.Social worker
and entrepreneur Ritu Kamal Agarwal, who was present
as the special guest, said that the students' performances
clearly reflected confidence and discipline. This is the
result of the teachers' guidance and the children's hard
work.In the cultural programs organized under the
direction of Principal Satya Prakash Tiwari, patriotic
songs, group dances, and drama performances moved
the audience. The entire campus was awash in patriotic
spirit.At the conclusion, the Principal expressed his
gratitude to all guests and parents. Sweets were distrib-
uted to the children, and everyone pledged to continue
their efforts for the unity and progress of the country.

Adhvik, who was on his way to

buy a cake with his grandfather on

a bike, suffered a slit throat from

Chinese thread
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Despite a ban, the sale and use of Chinese
thread continues to pose a threat to residents in the city.
On Sunday evening, two-year-old Adhvik Sonkar was
on his way to buy a cake with his grandfather, Jitendra
Sonkar, in the Pura Padain area of Daraganj when his
throat became entangled in a sharp thread. The child
narrowly escaped injury.According to the family, the
bike was immediately stopped during the incident. A
delay of a few seconds could have proved fatal. The
child suffered minor injuries, but the family and sur-
rounding communities are treating the incident as
extremely serious.Recently, Mahendra Singh, an
employee of a private finance company in Civil Lines,
was injured by a similar Chinese thread. Following sim-
ilar incidents in Lucknow, the administration issued
strict guidelines, but the situation in Prayagraj remains
the same.Danger Increases in Daraganj, Kidganj, and
KhuldabadAccording to locals, banned manjha is being
sold openly in the Daraganj, Kidganj, and Khuldabad
areas. The greatest danger is posed to bike riders, chil-
dren, and pedestrians.Chinese manjha is not only dan-
gerous to humans but also proves fatal to birds. This
nylon and metal-mixed thread acts like a sharp blade,
which can cause serious injuries.The police and admin-
istration have appealed to the public to take strict action
against the use and sale of such manjha and to immedi-
ately report any suspicious activity to the authorities.
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Jhunsi. A stir erupted in
Bajha Daulatpur, in the
local police station area, on
Sunday morning when the
blood-soaked body of 24-
year-old Kuldeep was
found on the roadside out-
side his best friend's house.
Based on a complaint from
the deceased's father,
police registered a case
against four family mem-
bers, including the friend,
and detained two
accused.Kuldeep (24), the
fifth son of farmer
Ramsurat, a resident of
Daulatpur, was a close
friend of Munna Bind, a
resident of the same vil-
lage. According to vil-
lagers, their friendship was
so strong that they spent
day and night together and
often slept at Munna's
house. It is reported that

both were drug addicts.
They were together on
Saturday night, but no one
knew that this would be
their last meeting.
When Kuldeep's body was

found outside Munna's
house on Sunday morning,
there were deep wounds on
his head. Upon receiving
the information, ACP
Daraganj Vimal Kishore

Mishra and police station
in-charge Mahesh Mishra,
along with forensic experts
and a dog squad, began the
investigation. Police found
blood stains, empty liquor
bottles, and glasses on the
floor inside Munna's room.
It is suspected that Kuldeep
was repeatedly beaten to
death with a wooden plank
during a dispute over alco-
hol. Upon receiving the
news of Kuldeep's death,
his family erupted in grief.
Father Ramsurat filed a
complaint accusing Munna
Bind, his brothers Pappu
and Desi Bind, and his
mother Babni of murder.
Police have sent the body
for post-mortem examina-
tion and are interrogating
two named accused in cus-
tody. The station in-charge
stated that the real reason
for the murder will soon be
revealed.
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Prayagraj. Police have
successfully uncovered
the theft of jewelry
worth lakhs of rupees
from a jewelry shop in
the Cantt police station
area of  the city. In a
joint operation by the
Cantt police station,
SOG Nagar, and the
Surveillance Cell, four
accused were arrested.
450 grams of yellow
metal (gold), 1.8 kg of
white metal (silver), and
two motorcycles used in
the crime were recov-
ered from their posses-
sion.According to the
police, on February 13,
2026, Priyanshu Verma,
a resident of
Ganganagar Nevada
Rajapur, reported that
unknown thieves had
broken the shutter of his
gold and silver shop
and stolen the jewelry
from the shop. In this
case, an investigation
was initiated by regis-
tering FIR No. 38/2026
under Section
331(4)/305(A) of the
IPC at Cantt Police
Station. Given the seri-

ousness of the incident,
police teams were
formed. Based on sur-
veillance and informa-
tion from informants,
four accused were
arrested on Monday
near Kali Paltan Baba
Ji's hut. During interro-
gation, the accused
admitted that they
would conduct recon-
naissance of shops and

houses. At the time of
the crime, an accom-
plice would stand out-
side with a vehicle and
keep an eye on passers-
by. They would sell the
stolen goods to fund
their own expenses.
Those Arrested
The arrested accused
include Gaurav Kanojia
alias Mukul (Meerapur,
Atrasuiya), Bakridul

Sheikh alias Popo
(Sahibganj, Jharkhand),
Samiul Sheikh alias
Chhotu (Sahibganj,
Jharkhand), and Parvez
Alam alias Tausif alias
Nepali. All currently
reside in the Karaili
area.
Details of the seizure
Police recovered a total
of 450 grams of gold
and 1 kg 800 grams of

silver from the accused.
The Hero Splendor and
FZ motorcycles used in
the crime were also
seized. Based on the
seizure, Section 317(2)
of the IPC has been
added to the case.
Criminal history also
revealed
Police investigation
revealed that some of
the arrested accused

have previous cases of
theft and other criminal
offenses. Police say the
gang was active in the
city and surrounding
areas.The police have
described this operation,
led by the Cantt Police
Station in-charge, as a
major success. Further
legal action is being
taken against the
accused. 

Jeweler's shop theft in Prayagraj
uncovered, 4 suspects arrested450
grams of gold, 1.8 kg of silver, and

two motorcycles recovered

Prayagraj. On Monday,

Divisional Commissioner,

Mrs. Soumya Agarwal, con-

vened a high-level meeting

at the Meja Tehsil Complex

to protect, enhance, and

comprehensively develop

the Chand Khamaria

Blackbuck Reserve. This

meeting proved to be a sig-

nificant step towards envi-

ronmental conservation,

wildlife protection, and local

development. Senior offi-

cials and representatives

from the Forest Department,

Minor Irrigation

Department, Land Reforms

Department, Revenue

Department, Rural

Development Department,

Tourism Department,

ICRISAT, and the World

Wildlife Fund (WWF)

actively participated in the

meeting. The main focus of

the discussion was on issues

related to the establishment,

expansion, and conservation

of the Chand Khamaria

Blackbuck Reserve. DFO of

the Forest Department,

Arvind Kumar Yadav, stated

that the area currently

encompasses 126 hectares of

land, where rare wildlife

such as the blackbuck are

being protected. He present-

ed detailed information on

the establishment process,

details of the land involved,

and progress made so far.

The Divisional

Commissioner issued several

concrete directives at the

meeting, which will acceler-

ate the conservation and

development of the area.

The Revenue Department

and the Meja SDM were

directed to mark 126

hectares of reserved land on

maps and through on-site

inspections and hand it over

safely to the Forest

Department. Other available

village community land was

also directed to be identified

and demarcated and submit-

ted promptly so that the

Village Development

Department could construct

a strong boundary around

the entire area. Following

the meeting, the Divisional

Commissioner personally

visited the Blackbuck

Reserve. During the visit, he

observed roaming

Blackbucks and assessed the

ground situation. Based on

the on-site inspection, the

Divisional Commissioner

directed all concerned

departments to undertake the

following immediate actions:

construct ponds to develop

water sources in the area.

Ensure the construction of

bunds for rainwater harvest-

ing and groundwater

recharge. Develop grass-

lands and plant suitable trees

for afforestation. The securi-

ty of the entire reserved

area's boundaries, including

fencing, surveillance, and

encroachment prevention,

should be given top priority.

The Divisional

Commissioner clarified that

these instructions must be

strictly followed, and a sub-

sequent meeting will be held

soon to review progress.

A close friend turned murderer,

smashing his head with a wooden

plank after a drinking party; his

body found lying on the roadside

DC Held Important Meeting and

Inspection of Chand Khamaria Blackbuck

Reserve, Issued Essential Instructions

Patriotism resonated at the
annual function of Vikas
Vidyalaya Ishwar Sharan

Ashram, with children's per-
formances captivating audiences

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Utran. Following court
orders, police have intensi-
fied legal action against war-
rantee/accused Praveen
Patel, son of Lalji Patel, a
resident of Yakubpur in the
Uttaran police station area of
Prayagraj. The accused is
wanted in a rape case. Sub-
Inspector Ravindra Kumar
Yadav is investigating the
case, registered in 2025 at
the Uttaran police station

under sections 64(1),
110/115(2) of the IPC.The

case is pending in ACJM
Chamber No. 8. In compli-

ance with court orders, a
police team launched a
search operation at the
accused's residence and sur-
rounding areas to arrest him.
A formal public announce-
ment was made through a
speakerphone and a court
notice was posted at the
accused's home.According to
the police, the accused is not
appearing in court, due to
which action is being taken
under the process of declar-
ing him a fugitive.

Investigating officer, Sub-
Inspector Ravindra Yadav,
has appealed to the general
public that if they receive
any information regarding
the accused, they should
immediately inform the
Uttaran police station so that
he can be arrested soon. He
also informed that if the
accused does not appear
despite the court's order,
then action to confiscate his
property will also be taken
as per the rules.

On court orders, a public announcement was made against the

accused on the rape warrant, and a notice was declared a fugitive
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Prayagraj. District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma conducted a surprise
inspection of the Meja
Community Health Center
and Block Development
Officer's office on Monday
to review health facilities,
infrastructure, and progress
of development
work.During the inspection,
the District Magistrate con-
ducted a detailed assessment
of the Community Health
Center's drug distribution,
wards, doctor and staff
attendance, functioning of
medical equipment, record
keeping, cleanliness, drink-
ing water, toilets, waste
management, and patient
seating facilities.Expressing
displeasure over the exces-
sive stock of medicines such
as iron and folic acid and
Betadine in the drug distri-
bution room, with expiry
dates extending to April
2026, the District
Magistrate directed the
Chief Medical Officer to
provide an explanation for

the delay in providing the
medicines. An explanation
was sought from the
Medical Officer-in-Charge
after outsiders were found
working in the male
ward.Expressing strong dis-
pleasure over the lack of

cleanliness, the lack of reg-
ular cleaning of toilets, and
irregularities in garbage col-
lection, the District
Magistrate directed the hos-
pital campus to conduct a
campaign to improve the
arrangements. He also

directed that steps be taken
through the Block
Development Officer and
NTPC to ensure adequate
seating and drinking water
for patients.The District
Magistrate also directed that
the duty details of doctors

posted at the hospital be dis-
played on a board, details of
patients admitted to the
wards be displayed, and the
availability of ambulances
be ensured. All staff were
ordered to report to duty on
time.Following this, the

District Magistrate conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of
the Block Development
Officer's office and assessed
the budget utilization and
progress of development
projects. Expressing dis-
pleasure over the remaining
funds under the 13th
Finance Commission, cow-
shed maintenance, Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao, MLA
fund, Rozgar Sevak, and
MNREGA, he directed that
the budget be utilized
promptly and efficiently.The
District Magistrate also
directed to complete the
under-construction and non-
started Anganwadi centres
soon, to finish the ongoing
MNREGA works in 30 vil-
lages soon and to maintain
cleanliness, drinking water
and sitting facilities for visi-
tors in the office
premises.On this occasion,
Sub-District Magistrate
Meja Surendra Yadav,
District Development
Officer G.P. Kushwaha,
Block Development Officer
and other concerned officers
were present.

Prayagraj DM Manish Verma conducted a surprise

inspection of the Meja Health Center and BDO, issuing

strict instructions for improving arrangements
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Prayagraj. The divisional
children's festival, "Progress -
Towards Self-Respect and
Success 2.0," was organized
on Monday at Adarsh
??Composite School, CPI
Nagar area. The program was
presided over by Divisional
Assistant Director of
Education (Basic), Sanjay
Kumar Kushwaha. Chief
Guest, Joint Development
Commissioner Matsya Nath
Trivedi, inaugurated the festi-
val by garlanding the statue
of Goddess Saraswati and
lighting a lamp.Students from
various districts of the divi-
sion presented colorful cul-
tural performances. Children
shared their experiences
through inspiring stories
related to self-respect and
success. Meena Manch alum-
ni inspired the audience by
narrating their stories of
struggle and achievements.
Parents also shared the posi-
tive changes in their children
after joining Meena
Manch.Five theme-based
stalls were set up by master
trainers of the Self-Esteem
Program in Prayagraj district,

where children had the
opportunity to express their
dreams and creativity. District
Nodal for Girls' Education,
Shatrunjay Sharma, stated
that "My Badlaav Ki
Kahani," comic book, and
poster making activities were
organized at the district level.
Based on the selected entries,
40 participants from all four
districts of the division pre-
sented their work at the
stalls.Evaluation was con-
ducted by lecturers.
Pratapgarh District Nodal
Ashutosh Nirmal and
Antariksh Shukla assisted in

the quiz competition. The
program was conducted by
Block Nodal, City Area
Anuragini Singh.Block
Education Officer, Divisional
Headquarters, Harischandra
Giri, stated that 10 students
selected from each district,
along with a teacher/Meena
Manch facilitator and two
parents, participated in the
program.
Fifty students from

Divisional Headquarters,
Prayagraj, participated.In his
presidential address, Sanjay
Kumar Kushwaha stated that
the selected students were

divided into five groups, and
each group was given the
opportunity to participate in
all five stall activities in
sequence. Each stall was
awarded one to five points
based on its performance.
Based on the total points, the
10 best-performing students
were selected for the state-
level program as "Champions
of Change."The names of
these selected students have
been sent to the State Project
Office. The state-level
"Champions of Change" pro-
gram will be held at the end
of February.
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Prayagraj.
Addressing the inaugural session
of the five-day Research
Methodology course sponsored by
the Indian Council of Social
Science Research, New Delhi, at
the Shashi Campus Research
Centre of Nehru Gram Bharati
Deemed University, Prayagraj,
Chief Guest Prof. Anand Shankar
Singh, Principal of Ishwar Sharan
PG College, said that the process
of learning is education and
understanding. Expansion of
knowledge is research. It is also
important to consider and incorpo-
rate our holistic thinking into our
research. Your research should
progress while embracing
Indianness. In his presidential
address, University Vice
Chancellor Prof. Rohit Ramesh
said that such programs on
research paradigms are essential
for the quality of research.
Researchers should have a deep
understanding of research method-
ology. 
In his address, Professor
Ramashankar Tripathi of Kashi
Vidyapeeth stated that research
methodology and paradigms can-
not be underestimated, and that
this workshop is crucial for facul-
ty and researchers. Vice-

Chancellor Dr. S.C. Tiwari stated
that the five-day course in
research methodology will benefit
students in developing research
designs. Program coordinator Dr.
Raghavendra Malviya delivered
the welcome address. Dr. Ramesh
Chandra Mishra introduced the
university, and Dr. Vidhushekhar
Pandey introduced the program. In
the inaugural session, books by
Dr. Raghavendra Malviya and Dr.
Sadhana Tripathi were released,
and the program was conducted
by Dr. Himanshu Shekhar Singh.
Registrar S.S. Mishra delivered
the vote of thanks. Following the
inaugural session, two technical
sessions were also held. The
speaker of the first technical ses-
sion was Prof. P.K. Pandey, Uttar
Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open
University and the speaker of the
second technical session was Dr.
Sabyasachi, Dean Academic,
Nehru Gram Bharati Deemed
University. In the program, Dr.
Alok Mishra, Dr. Shravan Kumar,
Dr. Santeshwar Mishra, Dr. Vidhu
Shekhar, Dr. Shivashree Yadav,
Dr. Devendra Yadav, Dr. Kiran
Singh, along with research stu-
dents and teachers from many uni-
versities across the country were
present in large numbers and
everyone played an important role
in making the program successful. 

A grand launch of the five-day

Research Methodology course

was held at NGBU

A grand divisional children's festival
was held in Prayagraj, with 10 students

selected as "Champions of Change"
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Prayagraj. The Allahabad High Court

has granted an interim stay on the arrest

of a policeman accused of raping and

forcing an abortion under the pretext of

marriage. It also ordered the victim and

the state government to file their

response within four weeks. A division

bench of Justice Ajay Bhanot and

Justice Tarun Saxena issued this order.

The victim, a resident of Badaun, filed

an FIR at the Women's Bareilly police

station on December 20, 2025, against

Police Constable Akshay Kumar and his

family members, alleging rape under the

pretext of marriage, blackmailing by

making obscene videos, forcing an abor-

tion, and other charges. The accused

filed a petition in the High Court seek-

ing quashing of the FIR and a stay on

their arrest. Petitioner's lawyer, Sunil

Chaudhary, argued that the victim her-

self admitted that she befriended the

petitioner through Instagram and that

they had been in a love relationship for

the past two years. He argued that the

victim had consensual sex and that she

herself had made reels with the petition-

er and uploaded them on social media.

The victim is pursuing a nursing course.

She was well-informed. The petitioner

did not have an abortion. The victim had

arranged her marriage with someone

else. When that marriage broke down,

she began pressuring the petitioner to

marry her and demanded five lakh

rupees. However, when things did not

work out, she filed an FIR against him

on false charges. 

Arrest of Policeman Accused of Rape
Under Pretense of Marriage Stayed
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Over the last few days, there
have been extensive discus-
sions on the prospects of
reforming India’s Goods and
Services Tax (GST). An impor-
tant element of the proposed
reform is to reduce the pres-
ent 4-rate structure to a 3-rate
one. There could be several
objectives behind such a
reform. Simplification of the
tax structure is an obvious
one. Revenue mobilisation
could be another, as simpler
tax structures are easy to
administer and improve com-
pliance. The third is to provide
a stimulus to the economy,
which is presently dealing
with significant uncertainty. I
am young enough to be excit-

ed by the prospects of tax
reforms, but old enough to
know better. More so, given
my prior experience in trying
to understand the GST.
Popular perception suggests
there are just four GST tax
slabs: 5, 12, 18, and 28 per
cent. Why so many slabs for
an indirect tax? Because
somehow Indian policymaking
believes in the progressivity of
taxes—even for consumption
goods. A lesser-known reality
of the GST is that it has a total
of eight tax slabs, excluding
the exemptions. These start at
0.25 and go all the way up to
28 per cent. Tax rates of 0.25,
1.5, 3 and 7.5 per cent apply
to just 1.5 per cent of total

goods traded in India. Some
sectors, such as construction
services, have six different
applicable tax rates ranging
from 0 to 18 per cent. The
sheer complexity of India’s
present GST, even after nine
years of existence, should be
reason enough for an urgent
reform.  A major issue with
the GST’s present structure is
the pervasive use of end-use
exemptions. That is, for cer-
tain items, a GST rate is appli-
cable – but if the goods are
used for a specific purpose,
then there is no GST on the
item. Therefore, the same
item has two different tax
slabs depending on the buyer
and end-use of the item.

Moreover, it creates room for
rent-seeking, as many would
exploit the tax arbitrage intro-
duced by having a 0 per cent
and 18 per cent tax rate as
applicable on the same goods.
Administering such exemp-
tions is excessively costly and
goes against the spirit of a
self-enforcing tax such as the
GST.  A comprehensive reform
would do away with such end-
use exemptions and identify a
specific list of items, such as
food – irrespective of whether
packaged, processed, or pre-
pared in a restaurant – to be
classified as exempt. Similar
exemptions could be extend-
ed to certain kinds of insur-
ance. 

Amit Shah had declared at the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s national executive meeting in 2018 that
the party will win the 2019 Lok Sabha election
and “no one can dethrone the BJP for the next
50 years”—that is, till 2069. Last month, the
Union Home Minister and BJP chief strategist
said in the Lok Sabha that the Opposition parties
would be there (on the Opposition benches) “for
the next 20 years”— that is, till 2045. Let’s make
it 2049 because the Lok Sabha election will have
taken place in 2044. It also takes into account
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s goal of making
India a developed country by 2047.Modi is look-
ing to remain at the helm till 2035, at least. In his
Independence Day address, he said that “in the
coming 10 years, till 2035, I want to expand this
(national security shield) …strengthen it, mod-
ernise it”. “I” is key here. He will be only 85 by
then. And he is much fitter than Joe Biden who
demitted the US President’s office at 82.
Mahathir Mohamad was the Prime Minister of
Malaysia till he was almost 95. You may think I
can’t be serious. Talks of 20 or 50 years are just
rhetorical, aren’t they? A former BJP MP advised
me not to take PM Modi’s reference to 2035
seriously. “The day a leader throws a hint that he
is even thinking of a retirement plan, everybody
around him starts abandoning him. You can’t
afford to do that in politics,” he explained.
Maybe. What if BJP leaders truly believe what
they say? How else could you explain the Modi-
led government’s sudden decision to bring the
Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, envisaged
to unseat the Prime Minister, chief ministers,
and ministers on the 31st day of their arrest or
detention in custody? The PM figures in it for
effect, of course. The proposed legislation places
the CMs and ministers at the mercy of mostly
Central investigation agencies whose track
record in impartiality is better left undiscussed.
These central agencies are known to often go
out of their way to please the political bosses.
The CMs and ministers who are not from the rul-
ing party/coalition at the Centre have reasons to
be alarmed by the proposed legislation. It is
always prone to being used against the
Opposition. Former Union minister Sharad
Pawar recently pointed out how during the
Manmohan Singh government, it was P
Chidambaram who had backed the amendment
in the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to put the onus to prove innocence on
the accused. Pawar told Singh that it was dan-
gerous. “If the government changes, we will also
have to face consequences. But the advice was
not heeded,” disclosed Pawar. In 2019, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) arrested
Chidambaram in a PMLA case. He had to spend
106 days in jail before he got bail. The proposed
law—Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill—
can potentially be weaponized by a ruling party
at the Centre (not necessarily BJP) to destabilise
governments in states ruled by rival parties (the
BJP, included). So, why would Shah or the BJP
want to make such a law? The most conceivable
answer is that the BJP doesn’t see itself sitting
on the Opposition benches in the Lok Sabha
ever—till 2049, at least. Look at the Centre’s
stand on the Supreme Court setting a timeline
for the governors to act on the bills passed by
state assemblies. It wants the elected govern-
ments in the states to be placed at the mercy of
its nominees in the Raj Bhawans. Only a party
that is confident of being in power at the Centre
forever would want to take such a stand. This
confidence of the BJP is reflected in so many
other ways—from overturning the SC’s ruling to
end government’s control over the appointment
of the Chief Election Commissioners and ECs
to the alleged use of central investiga-
tive agencies to target Opposition
leaders. There are many other
instances. Here is the catch,
though. 

Amit Malviya must be a har-
ried man as Rahul Gandhi set
out on his ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ in Bihar on Sunday.
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
social media department,
headed by Malviya, is facing
flak in the Right-wing ecosys-
tem. The reason: its purport-
ed failure to counter the
Opposition’s narrative about
the Election Commission’s
special intensive revision of
electoral rolls in Bihar. Let’s
look at one such thread.
Tushar Gupta, whose bio
proclaims him to be “anti-
Left”, took to X to express his
concern about the “fake
news” being spread about
the electoral process.
“Absolutely zero resistance.
ECI’s press releases are not
going to cut it…,” he wrote.
His argument was that the
18-24 age group in 2029
would be “reelers”, not read-
ers, and could be easily
swung by Gandhi. “And this
is exactly what he (Gandhi) is
doing right now,” he added. X
users reacted to the thread,
venting their ire on Malviya,
with some even demanding
his resignation as the BJP’s IT
cell chief. Dr Ratan Sharda,
who has written several
books on the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
agreed with Tushar and said
that Gen Z is “not clued on”
to the BJP. “The communica-
tion, the enunciation, the
slogans – all present a mid-
dle-aged projection of a
young successful party led by
the most popular PM of all
times whom youth love.
@BJP4India needs to rein-
vent its SM approach and
communication,” he wrote.
To be fair to Malviya, head-
line management and narra-

tive-building aren’t so easy
after 11 years in power. The
belligerence of the Election
Commission (EC) in dealing
with the Opposition isn’t
helping him either. “Give an
oath or apologise to the
nation. There is no third
option,” Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar said at a press confer-
ence Sunday, taking on
Gandhi’s ‘vote theft’ charge.
Many Constitutional experts
like former Lok Sabha
Secretary General PDT
Achary have rubbished the
EC’s demand for Gandhi’s
oath under Rule 20(3)(b) of
the Registration of Electors
Rules 1960, maintaining that
it does not apply in this case.
Kumar wouldn’t bother.
Since when has the CEC
assumed the authority to
instruct public representa-
tives to apologise? Even for-
mer CEC MS Gill, who joined
the Congress and went on to
become a Union Minister
after retirement, never
demanded it from
Opposition leaders as long as
he helmed the EC. One may
not agree with Gandhi’s
phraseology—from ‘chowki-
dar chor hai (the gatekeeper
is the thief)’ to ‘vote chori
(vote theft)’. He often gets
carried away, trying to bring

‘earthquakes’ in Indian poli-
tics. But that can’t be the
reason for a constitutional
body to publicly berate the
Leader of the Opposition.
Also, it’s not the first time
that the EC has been accused
of favouring the ruling party.
After all, the fact is that the
CEC was and still is essential-
ly Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s handpicked man—
the ruling party’s choice in
that chair. After losing the
South Delhi Lok Sabha seat
to the Congress in the 1971
elections, Jan Sangh leader
Balraj Madhok had gone to
court complaining of rigging
allegedly facilitated by the
ruling Congress and the EC.
He had alleged that the bal-
lot papers were chemically
treated and mechanically
stamped to favour the
Congress candidate, Shashi
Bhushan. The Supreme Court
dismissed his appeal. In
2002, then Gujarat Chief
Minister Modi drew censure
from Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee for attacking
CEC JM Lyngdoh. There are
myriad instances of politi-
cians attacking the EC, but no
CEC made it a personal issue
until now. The body is
entrusted to conduct free
and fair polls, with no malice
toward any party or politi-

cian. If there is bad blood
and a public spat between
the CEC and the Opposition
leaders, it will shake the peo-
ple’s trust and faith in the
election results. And that is
the worst thing that could
happen to Indian democracy.
Instead of attacking Rahul
Gandhi, the EC could have
simply ordered an investiga-
tion into his claims of fake
voters in Bengaluru’s
Mahadevapura—or, for that
matter, the supposedly
inflated number of voters in
Maharashtra. It could have
done a Bihar-like special
intensive revision (SIR) in
Mahadevapura immediately
to rebut the allegations. That
would have bolstered its
credibility and its Bihar SIR
case. BJP leader Anurag
Thakur also made allegations
about fake voters in the con-
stituencies of Opposition
leaders such as Gandhi,
Akhilesh Yadav, and others.
Thakur also accused them of
‘vote theft’. Gandhi and
Thakur were making the
same disclosure—that voter
lists across the country have
issues. CEC Kumar hasn’t
reacted to Thakur’s allega-
tions yet. Fake voters’ list is
no news, anyway. The CEC
could have thanked the
Congress and BJP leaders for
highlighting this issue again
and used it to justify a coun-
trywide SIR. What to speak
of allegations of irregularities
in Assembly or Lok Sabha
elections, in the recent Delhi
Constitution Club election (in
which incumbent and former
MPs are voters), Congress
leader and former MP
Brijendra Singh found to his
dismay that his vote had
already been cast. So did

another former MP from the
BSP. It’s plausible that
Kumar—who was Secretary
in Amit Shah’s cooperation
ministry—is extremely upset
by Gandhi’s diatribe against
the Commission. The best
way to deal with this would
have been to invite Gandhi
over for Kashmiri Kahwa, as
he used to treat journalists
with, and thrash it out. But
Kumar has chosen to slug it
out publicly with the
Opposition. What must
worry the BJP is the fact that
the Opposition’s diatribe
against the EC seems to be
resonating on the ground. As
per a Lokniti-CSDS survey
published in The Hindu on
Sunday, 45 per cent of the
respondents believe that
genuine voters may get
removed from the voters’ list
under the SIR, as against only
25 per cent who said ‘no’.
Only 60 per cent of respon-
dents were very or some-
what confident of the EC’s
ability to ensure inclusivity.
The survey was conducted in
six states: Delhi, Assam,
Kerala, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh.
The Lokniti-CSDS survey, as
compared to its 2019 and
2024 post-poll surveys,
shows declining trust in the
Commission. In Assam, the
number of respondents who
said they have “no trust” in
the EC increased from 6 per
cent in 2019 to 10 per cent in
2024 and 17 per cent in
2025. In Kerala, this
increased from 10 per cent in
2019 and 2024 to 24 per cent
in 2025. In Madhya Pradesh,
the lack of trust in the EC
rose from 6 per cent in 2019
to 22 per cent in 2024 and
2025.

What does it mean to
be a historian in India?
Both of us have formal-
ly studied the subject.
In the years we’ve
spent working as public
historians, we’ve told
myriad stories of India’s
chequered pasts
through heritage walks,
museum trails, cultural
events, podcasts, an
annual journal, book
reviews, articles, and
social media posts.
We’ve pored over
archives and conducted
on-ground research.
We’ve also translated
scholarship into lan-
guage and experiences
that anyone, from an
academic to a casual
listener, can connect
with. Yet, despite this
range of work, one
question almost always
follows when we
explain what we do:
“Okay, but what is your
real job?” The question
says as much about our
profession as it does
about how history itself
is perceived in India.
After all, how often do
Indian households
encourage history as a
job? A base-level prob-
lem here is: how do
you support the study
of history when it isn’t
even clear what a histo-
rian does? In child-
hood, history may
occasionally bask in the
dreamy, cinematic glow
of Indiana Jones and
Night at the Museum.
Or Bharat Ek Khoj,
Akbar-Birbal adapta-
tions, the delightfully

gory Horrible Histories,
and Amar Chitra Katha.
In adulthood, though, it
either fades into collec-
tive amnesia, gets
wrapped in nostalgia,
or turns into a battle-
field of contested
claims. Where is the
middle ground where
we carry forward that
childlike curiosity, tem-
pered with adult dis-
cernment, to engage
with the past with the
depth and nuance it
deserves? A polarising
debate has recently
been sparked after yet
another round of revi-
sions in NCERT history
textbooks. But more
than textbooks, history
teaching requires revi-
sion. What do you
remember from your
history classes? For
most, the answers fall
into familiar buckets:
rote learning of names,
dates, dynasties, and
wars. There was little
room to explore the
texture of lived experi-
ence, or to ask: how
can this subject help
me become a better
thinker, a more reflec-
tive human? The disci-
pline was frozen in
time, and with it, many
of us felt we too were
trapped — learning
about the past in a way
that felt wholly discon-
nected from the pres-
ent, let alone the
future. This is part of
the reason historical
studies aren’t seen as
foundations for sus-
tainable careers. But

paradoxically, history
seems to dominate our
headlines. It’s every-
where: in TV debates,
political speeches,
social media threads.
Everyone, it seems, has
something to say about
the past. That’s why
the current debate on
revisions matters. The
problem isn’t with
‘updating’ history. Our
understanding of the
past evolves as our
present changes. Every
historian is shaped by
their time, drawing not
only on the materials
and theoretical bases
available, but also on
their own perspectives
and questions. So revi-
sions themselves aren’t
the issue.

The real concern is
how history textbooks
are revised. If these
changes were aimed at
helping students
approach the past criti-
cally, and provided
them with the histori-
an’s toolkit — by intro-
ducing them to a range
of sources, perspec-
tives, and debates —
then they would be
fruitful. Our NCERT
textbooks have been
subject to regular revi-
sions, with new theo-
ries and ideas inserted
alongside scholars’
evolving approaches to
history. This exercise is
necessary, so long as
the emphasis remains
on updations that accu-
rately convey the latest
reflections on continu-
ities.

History teaching requires revision

more than textbooks
In the season of Conclave, what if a
church suddenly decided to call itself
Vatican — not just a tribute, but a
claim to spiritual status? That’s what
the Mamata Banerjee government
effectively did, as far as Odias are
concerned, when it named the new
Jagannath temple in Digha after
Jagannath Dham in Puri, Odisha. For
the Odias, this ‘appropriation’ was
the last straw and has put them eye-
ball to eyeball with the Bengalis like
never before.Why did Banerjee tread
this path? If a temple was her big
trip, why a Puri Jagannath lookalike
and not something in the tradition of
Bengal’s own terracotta temples that
dot Bishnupur in Bankura district?
Alternatively, it could have opted for
something original.Bengalis, it
seems, have a peculiar fondness for
replicas. During Durga Pujas,
Buckingham Palaces, Golden
Temples and the Pyramids pop up all
over the state – pandals built with
bamboo and tarpaulin to house the
goddess in the festive season.But

those are temporary structures, dis-
mantled once the pujas end. The
Jagannath Temple in Digha is perma-
nent, a silent testimony to the
Bengalis’ copycat gene.A few
months after becoming the chief
minister in 2011, Banerjee was on
her way home via Newtown, parts of
which today resemble Gurgaon from
50 years ago, when she suddenly
halted her vehicle, got off, and stood
to survey 480 acres of green dotted
with waterbodies.On the spot, she
declared it a park — and the next
thing we know, in 2013, she was
inaugurating Eco Park, a brand-new
destination in Kolkata a la Victoria
Memorial, or the historic Botanical
Gardens with the centuries-old
Banyan Tree.That wasn’t the end of
it. Past the tree-lined boundary
came up the Pyramids of Giza, an
Eiffel Tower, a Taj Mahal, a
Colosseum, and even a towering
Christ the Redeemer – all of them
exact replicas of the originals in
miniature form.

After rosogolla, Odias and Bengalis fight

over Mamata’s Jagannath Dham

Amit Shah looks sure of ruling

till 2049 but Team Modi is los-

ing steam and imagination

GST reform is pointless if it doesn’t simplify tax slabs 

Why Modi, BJP should worry about bad blood

between CEC Gyanesh Kumar and Rahul Gandhi?
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Raw cotton import tariffs
will be waived for 40 days as
part of government efforts

to reduce input prices

Delhi: A government decision published late by
the Indian government announced the tempo-
rary suspension of the 11% import duty on raw
cotton from 19 August to 30 September. This will
help the country's textile and garment industries.
The Confederation of Indian Textile Industry
(CITI) and other industry groups have been con-
tinuously fighting for this policy, claiming that
high input costs are reducing competitiveness
compared to regional peers. As a result, the pro-
posal has been passed. A tax of 11% was applied
to cotton imports before the exemption. Now
that September is behind us, experts in the field
expect duty-free cotton imports to go on. Cotton
imports were subject to levies in India as early as
February 2022. From 40–50% to 19% in fiscal
2024–2025, the United States is expected to
account for a smaller share of India’s cotton
imports. When taxes made American cotton too
expensive for Bangladesh and Vietnam to import,
the textile industry in India began using Brazilian
cotton instead, since it was much cheaper.   

Delhi : With the goods
and services tax (GST) set
to drop from its current
level of up to 50% to a
suggested 40%—the slab
for luxury and sin items—
price reductions are likely
to affect not only tiny
automobiles and two-
wheelers, but also large
sedans and SUVs. The
possibility that the GST
Council would impose a
new tax on luxury cars is
another source of con-
cern. In addition to the
40% tax, several states
wanted a cess at the min-
isterial panel conference
on rate rationalization.
Sedans and SUVs with

engine capacities above a
specific level and length
exceeding four meters
are currently subject to a
cess of 22% and a GST of
28%. Following hints that
the Centre is keen on a
flat 40% levy on a handful

of sin and luxury products
without a cess, the GST
Council, headed by Union
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, will make a
final rate decision next
month. 

Expect price cuts for SUVs and sedans as a result of 40% GST cut

Delhi : The news
comes after Meta CEO
Mark Zuckerberg's
comments in July that
the company would
spend hundreds of
billions of dollars to
build several massive
AI data centers. The
company raised the
bottom end of its
annual capital expen-
ditures forecast by $2
billion, to a range of
$66 billion to $72 bil-
lion last month. Meta
is seeking outside
partners to help it
fund the massive
infrastructure needed
to power AI by
offloading $2 billion

in data center assets,
the company dis-
closed in a filing earli-
er this month.In June,
Reuters reported that
OpenAI was planning
to add Alphabet's
Google Cloud service
to meet its growing
needs for computing
capacity, a surprising
c o l l a b o r a t i o n

between two promi-
nent competitors in
the artificial intelli-
gence sector. Amid
this flurry of deals,
Google parent's
cloud-computing unit
delivered an almost
32% jump in second-
quarter revenue in
July, which surpassed
expectations. 

Delhi : In 
Bengaluru, According
to Uber CEO Dara
Khosrowshahi, Rapido
has surpassed Ola in
India and is now the
company's most formi-
dable rival. Our pri-
mary rival in the past
was Ola. At this point,
Rapido is the more for-
midable rival in
India.They entered the
two-wheeler and
three-wheeler mar-
kets with a zero-com-
mission subscription
model in a robust way.
Very flimsy too. In an
interview with
Zerodha co-founder
Nikhil Kamath that
was released on
Sunday, he mentioned
that Ola is currently in
third place.
Khosrowshahi stated
that Uber views India
as a crucial market.
With over 1.4 million
drivers spanning vehi-
cles, two-wheelers,
three-wheelers, and
cars, the country has
surpassed all others to
become the third-
largest in the world
according to the com-
pany's trip count.
"India is a must win for
Uber, not just tomor-
row, but ten years

from now," stated the
CEO. Khosrowshahi
credited Rapido's early
success to the compa-
ny's subscription
model, which allowed
drivers to keep more
of their money.
However, he did men-
tion that Rapido was
"not making money"
and that the compa-
ny's ability to grow
financially will be eval-
uated. "We've got a lot
of respect for them
and we intend to com-
pete really hard,"
according to him. The
CEO of Uber pondered
the larger realm of fast
commerce and mobili-
ty, telling entrepre-
neurs not to be para-
lyzed by concern over
market size.
"Successful businesses
are constantly chang-
ing to stay ahead.

A competition in India is now Rapido,

not Ola, according to Uber's CEO

Delhi: According to
individuals familiar
with the matter, the
Bengaluru facility of
the Taiwanese elec-
tronics company
Foxconn has recently
started operations
with small-scale man-
ufacture of the
iPhone 17. With an
investment of $2.8
billion (about Rs
25,000 crore),
Foxconn was estab-
lished at Devanahalli
near Bengaluru,
becoming the second-
biggest plant outside
of China and the
largest assembler of
iPhones. 

The manufac-
turing of the iPhone
17 has begun at the

Foxconn Bengaluru
factory. This is on top
of what its Chennai
unit is already pro-
ducing, according to a
source familiar with
the matter. 
Neither Apple nor
Foxconn responded to
an email seeking com-
ment on the matter.

Hundreds of Chinese
engineers returned
suddenly, briefly halt-
ing operations.
Nevertheless,

Foxconn has man-
aged to fill the void by
enlisting the help of
specialists from a
variety of locations,
including Taiwan.  

Delhi: In what could be a
lifeline for the faltering
telecom provider, the
Department of
Telecommunications 
(DOT) has proposed mul-
tiple relief alternatives for
Vodafone Idea. This
comes at a time when the
firm is encountering seri-
ous financial difficulties

due to the intense com-
petition in the Indian
telecom industry. It is
clear that the govern-
ment is cognizant of the
dire condition facing one
of India's leading telecom
companies, Vodafone
Idea, because the DOT
has taken action to pro-
pose relief measures for

them. Although the
details of the potential
relief options have not
been revealed, it is antici-
pated that they will try to
alleviate the financial
strain on the corporation.
PMO will now decide
whether or not to pro-
vide Vodafone Idea any
kind of help. 

The president signs off on an

online gaming bill, and regula-

tions will soon be drafted

Meta signs over $10 billion

cloud deal with Google

DOT Is Waiting for PMO's Decision on

Vodafone Idea Relief Options

Starting operations with iPhone 17

manufacture, Foxconn's B'luru unit

Delhi : Sebi has approved
Life Insurance Corporation's
reclassification as a public
shareholder from IDBI
Bank's promoter after the
sale. The RBI's approval is
contingent on LIC's voting
rights being capped at 10%,
no board representation or

influence over the bank's
business, and lowering its
holding to 15% or less within

two years of the deal clos-
ing. Dipam informed LIC of
Sebi's decision after the
Cabinet's 2021 strategic dis-
investment in IDBI Bank.
UAE NBD received an RBI
license to operate a wholly
owned subsidiary in India,
sparking rumors that it will

acquire IDBI bank. "We
acquired up to 51% of IDBI
Bank because their recapi-
talization provided an
opportunity," stated LIC
chairman R Doraiswamy .
Currently 49.2%. The gov-
ernment and LIC will sell
part of our interest during

Delhi : Though the
news of a decrease in
the goods and services
tax (GST) has brought
joy to consumers and
businesses alike, it has
also created an unusual
dilemma for brick-and-
mortar and online
stores. According to
businesses, festive
demand, which typical-
ly starts with the
Ganesh holiday in
Maharashtra and Onam
in the south, is being
subdued while con-
sumers wait for the GST
rates to truly decrease,
leading to a decline in
retail prices. In the days

leading up to Dussehra
and Diwali, the festive
opening is typically a
very busy time, so this
is causing us concern.
Companies selling auto-
mobiles and consumer
products, as well as
retailers, are sitting on

their hands until a deci-
sion is made on the
ground, due to the
news of a GST rate cut
and the imminent fall in
retail prices. Stores sell-
ing white goods, such
televisions, air condi-
tioners, and dishwash-

ers, have the same
challenge. Customers
are already contacting
us in droves to find out
when they may expect
to see price reductions.
According to the CEO of

a leading consumer
products company,
buyers are now saying
they will wait for the
price cut before taking
delivery.  

Buyers anticipate GST and price cuts as 

holiday retail sales take a nosedive

Delhi : An
a n n o u n c e m e n t
states that the com-
prehensive prohibi-
tion on internet
gambling in India
was signed into law
by President
Droupadi Murmu
after the bill passed
the parliament in a
re co rd - b rea k i n g
three days. Both
the Lok Sabha and
the Senate had
already approved
the Promotion and
Regulation of
Online Gaming Bill,
2025and the presi-
dent gave his
assent to the bill ,
as reported on the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
website and by a
spokesperson for
the Ministry of

Electronics and
Information

Technology
(Meity). Dream11,
MPL, and
PokerBaazi are
among the popular
apps that are
banned under the
new rule, which
takes a two-
pronged approach
by restricting real-
money gaming and
while supporting e-
Sports and online
social gaming.

Online money gam-
ing services, includ-
ing their offering,
operation, facilita-
tion, advertising,
and financial trans-
actions, are prohib-
ited. According to
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw's state-
ment in Parliament,
over the past few
years, these kinds
of games have cost
around 450 million
gamers ?20,000
crore.

Delhi: Due to pushback from
SoftBank and the unpre-
dictable stock market this
year, Oyo Hotels has decided
to postpone its October IPO.
Sources close to the situation
say that SoftBank has
expressed concerns about the
planned timeframe and has
asked Oyo to delay an IPO
until its earnings are more
stable. With investor appetite
for risk dwindling due to
Trump's trade policies, Oyo
encounters a bleak market in
its third attempt to go public
since 2021. While Oyo
founder Ritesh Agarwal
indeed owns more than 30%
of the company.

Another setback causes

Oyo to postpone IPO

plans

Sale of IDBI Bank nears as LIC obtains Sebi approval

Delhi: The consortium
plans to buy and run
twenty ports in various
parts of the world,
including India, Africa,
and Asia. The Indian
government-owned
Indian Ports Global Ltd
is spearheading a con-
sortium that plans to
buy and administer

twenty ports across
Asia, Africa, and India,
according to two
sources familiar with
the situation. The
Iranian firm that runs
the famous Chabahar
terminal is looking to
expand into other ports
in the Indian subconti-
nent.

Get ready to travel the world with

Indian Ports Global!

Delhi : The adminis-
tration boasted that
the fourth edition of
SEMICON India 2025,
which has grown dou-
ble the size of last
year's edition, will be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on September 2.
New Delhi's Yashob-
hoomi (IICC) will host
the gathering from
September 2–4, 2025.
Singapore, Malaysia,
Japan, and South
Korea will all have
their very own pavil-
ions during SEMICON
India. The United
States, Malaysia will
each host one of six
c o u n t r y - s p e c i f i c
roundtables.
The number of states

PM to inaugu-

rate SEMICON

India 2025
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