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Prayagraj. The metro proj-
ect, which had been stuck in
files for nearly ten years, has
received a new lease of life
in the state government's
new budget. Prayagraj is
among the cities where the
budget calls for advancing
metro operations. This has
raised hopes among city resi-
dents that the long-pending
project will now be imple-
mented.In Prayagraj, a
detailed project report (DPR)
for the metro project was
prepared in 2016. It pro-
posed two corridors—one
from Bamrauli Airport to
Jhunsi and the other from
Phaphamau to Naini-
Chhivki. However, even
after the DPR was prepared,
the project could not move
forward and remained entan-
gled in paperwork for a
decade. Now, with its inclu-
sion in the budget, the proj-
ect is likely to gain momen-
tum.Emphasis on the forma-
tion of the Prayagraj-

Chitrakoot Development
AuthorityGiven the growing
importance of religious and
cultural tourism, the budget
plans for integrated develop-
ment by connecting
Prayagraj with surrounding
districts. In this regard, the
formation of the Prayagraj-
Chitrakoot Development
Authority, along with
Chitrakoot, has been pro-
posed. The draft has already

been submitted to the gov-
ernment by the Prayagraj
Development Authority
(PDA).A provision of ?800
crore has been proposed in
the budget for infrastructure
projects across all develop-
ment authorities in the state.
Furthermore, 10 cities in the
state have been included
under the Central
Government's Smart City
Mission. These include

Prayagraj, along with
Lucknow, Kanpur, Varanasi,
Agra, Aligarh, Bareilly,
Jhansi, Saharanpur, and
Moradabad.Focus on Dairy
Production Companies and
Disabled WelfareUnder the
Mahila Shakti Yojana, provi-
sion has been made for the
formation of five dairy pro-
duction companies, including
Prayagraj. A budget of
?2,140 crore has been pro-
posed for the welfare of per-
sons with disabilities, an
eight percent increase com-
pared to the previous finan-
cial year. The establishment
of a new Bachpan Care-Day
Center in Fatehpur district of
Prayagraj division is also
part of this plan.In addition,
the budget also mentions a
plan to develop 17 municipal
corporations of the state as
solar cities. It is clear from
the budget announcements
that the government is taking
steps towards establishing a
new identity for Prayagraj in
terms of religious, cultural,
and infrastructure

Bhadohi

The order was issued by
Municipal Council Bhadohi
Chairman Nargis Athar in
view of the Mahashivratri fes-
tival. He said that on the occa-
sion of the holy festival of
Mahashivratri, about 40 tem-
ples of the city should be dec-
orated with grand fringes and
facilities should be provided to
the devotees and devotees by
better cleaning of those roads
and sprinkling of lime. While
giving strict instructions to all
the officers and employees of
the Municipal Council

Bhadohi office, he said that on
the day of the holy
Mahashivratri festival, while
talking about decorating all
the temples and keeping the
roads clean, the arrangement
for drinking water should be
made smoothly so that any
devotee and devotee can get
water easily Do not have to
face difficulties. Chairman
Nargis Athar said that the
Municipality should make the
best and most wonderful
arrangements in the district on
every festival, if it is disturbed
then it will not be forgivable.
Said holy Mahashivratri festi-

val will be celebrated on 15th
February. The entire city
should be cleaned and sprin-
kled with lime from early
morning and every temple
should be decorated with elec-
tric chandeliers. So that the
devotees do not face any prob-
lem when the Shiva procession
takes place in the evening.
Said that after the festival of
Mahashivratri, the month of
Ramzan Sharif will start, in
that month also the cleanliness
system will be strengthened
for which the concerned peo-
ple of the municipality have
geared up.

Chairman Nargis Athar order issued regarding Mahashivratri festival

Prayagraj. The
Allahabad High Court
has granted a major
relief to Abbas Ansari
and Umar Ansari in
the Ghazipur Ghazal
Hotel case, staying
the trial proceedings
in the trial
court.Justice Samit
Gopal granted the
state government a
final opportunity to
file a response in the
matter and set

February 24th for the
next hearing. An FIR
was filed on
September 19, 2020,
at the Kotwali police
station in Ghazipur
against Mukhtar
Ansari's wife, Afsha
Ansari, and his sons,
Abbas and Umar
Ansari, along with 12
others.It is alleged
that the Ghazal Hotel
was constructed using
a forged deed. The

case is pending in the
CJM court. Abbas
and Umar Ansari
have filed a petition
seeking the quashing
of the trial court pro-
ceedings. During the
hearing, the court
granted the state gov-
ernment a final
opportunity to
respond and ordered
a stay on the trial
proceedings until
then.

High Court grants relief to
Mukhtar Ansari's two

sonsTrial stay in Ghazipur's
infamous Ghazal Hotel case

The budget gives new impetus to the metro

project, which had been pending for decades;

the DPR was prepared in 2016
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Prayagraj. In Prayagraj, a
young man was severely
beaten with sticks and rods
over a minor dispute. An
attempt was also made to
strangle him. The attackers
fled when people nearby
rushed to the scene. The
injured man filed a com-
plaint with the police, based
on which a report was filed
against five named and
unidentified individuals, and
a search has been launched
for them. Rishabh
Kesharwani, a businessman
from Lookarganj, told the
police that he was returning
from his shop around 1-1:30

a.m. Wednesday night. He
stopped when he saw his
aunt's son, Shailendra,
standing on the road. It is
alleged that Manish
Kesharwani and Shabhit
Gupta, who were standing
there, began abusing him.
When he objected, they
began beating him. Manish
then called out to Prashant
Kesharwani, Sagar
Kesharwani, and Krishna
Kesharwani, telling them to
take him to the garage.
Allegedly, the five men took
him inside the garage, beat-
ing him with sticks.

Two of them
attempted to strangle him
with the intention of killing

him. The five men, along
with some other relatives,
beat him so badly that he
fell unconscious. Then,
assuming he was dead, they
removed a 24-gram gold
chain from his neck and
left.Calling his brother with
the help of a passerbyAfter
some time, he managed to
escape and, with the help of
a passerby, called his broth-
er. 
His wallet, which contained
3,400, also disappeared in
the incident. Khuldabad
police stated that an investi-
gation has been launched. A
video of the incident has
surfaced and is being
viewed.

Five men beat a young man
with sticks and attempted to

strangle him to death

Councilor Pradeep

Yadav Showed humanity,

took the student to the

hospital

Bhadohi. A student going to
school in a pickup met with
an accident at around 9:30 in
the morning at Indramil
intersection in the city. The
girl had left her home to
study at Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Government
Degree College, Ramraipur.
On the other hand, a pickup
coming at high speed near
Indramil intersection hit
Anjali Yadav hard due to
which Anjali Yadav was

seriously injured. As soon as
the accident happened, a
huge crowd gathered and
councilor Pradeep Yadav
also came while doing his
morning walk.
The councilor, Showing

humanity, took the injured
Anjali Yadav to the
Community Health Center
located at Chauri Road for
treatment. Councilor
Pradeep Yadav told that
Aadhaar card was found in
the bag of injured Anjali
Yadav in which the address
was found to be 21 year old
Anjali Yadav, daughter of
Chandrashekhar Yadav, resi-

dent of Makhdumpur. The
councilor somehow called
the family and informed
them about the accident.
Meanwhile, doctors declared
the injured Anjali Yadav
dead during treatment. The
family members who
reached the spot were in bad
condition and started crying.
Anjali Yadav was the only
sister among two brothers.
At the same time, advance
legal action is being taken
by the police team by taking
possession of the said vehi-
cle including filing the
Panchayatnama of the Dead
Body.

21 year old Student seriously

injured in Pickup Collision, Dies.

Chairman Nargis Athar said that
the Municipality should make the
best and most wonderful arrange-
ments in the district on every festi-

val, if it is disturbed then it will
not be forgivable. Said holy

Mahashivratri festival will be cele-
brated on 15th February. The

entire city should be cleaned and
sprinkled with lime from early

morning and every temple should
be decorated with electric chande-

liers
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Prayagraj. Following the
example of Ramnagari
Ayodhya, Shringaverpur, the
city of Nishadraj Guhya, is
now being given a grand
facelift. Nearly 70 percent of
the construction work on the
Nishadraj Guhya Cultural
Center, being built at a cost
of ?19.61 crore at this
ancient site in Prayagraj dis-
trict, has been completed.
The Uttar Pradesh Culture
Department is preparing to
complete this ambitious proj-
ect soon.The cultural center's
main attraction will be the
museum block, where the
meeting of Lord Shri Ram
and Nishadraj will be pre-
sented through modern tech-
nology and paintings. The
museum will showcase their
intimate relationship, their
message of sacrifice, and
social harmony. The muse-
um's structure is complete,
and finishing work is in its
final stages. Plastering has
been completed.A state-of-
the-art auditorium with a
capacity of approximately
400 people is also being con-
structed within the complex,
where cultural programs and

seminars will be held.
Brickwork in the auditorium
has been completed, while
step slab work is in progress.
In addition, the electrical
system, internal water sup-
ply, and boundary wall con-
struction have been complet-
ed. Stonework curtain
cladding, landscaping, the
main gate, guard room, inter-
locking roads, a rainwater

harvesting system, septic
tanks, soak pits, and under-
ground tanks are being
developed. Pump rooms and
other supporting structures
are also being
constructed.Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer
Singh said that
Shringaverpur is not only a
historical site but also a sym-
bol of sacrifice, dedication,

and social harmony. It was
here that Lord Shri Ram and
Nishadraj Guhya had their
historic meeting, which gave
the message of equality and
true friendship in Indian cul-
ture. He said that in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of Ramrajya,
this event is being presented
in a modern form so that the
new generation can become

familiar with its cultural
glory.Shringaverpur, located
about 45 kilometers on the
Prayagraj-Lucknow route, is
described as the capital of
Nishadraj in the Ramayana.
Archaeological excavations
here have also uncovered a
temple dedicated to sage
Shringi, after whom the town
is named. 
It is believed that during his

exile, Lord Rama rested here
for a night, and Nishadraj
expressed his devotion by
washing his feet with
Ganges water.The govern-
ment claims that after the
completion of this project,
Shringaverpur will become a
major center of faith, culture,
and tourism, and the Nishad
community will gain a new
national identity.

A grand Nishadraj Cultural Center is taking shape

in Shringaverpur, with construction 70% complete

Prayagraj. The Allahabad
High Court stated that
police cannot invoke the
Gangster Act against citi-
zens for self-praise and
self-aggrandizement. This
Act is not an upgraded ver-
sion of the general sections
that can be invoked in
every case. With this obser-
vation, a division bench of
Justice Ajay Bhanot and
Justice Tarun Saxena
stayed the arrest of Basti
resident Usman under the
Gangster Act. They also
summoned a reply affidavit
from the investigating offi-
cer and the station house
officer within four weeks.
The court stated that
declaring someone a gang-
ster solely to improve the
police's image or show bet-
ter statistics is contrary to
the intent of the law. The
Gangster Act is a very
stringent law that must be
applied judiciously and
based on solid evidence.
Therefore, a detailed proce-

dure has been established
for proceedings under the
Gangster Act, which must
be followed. The case is
from the Purani Basti
police station area. The
police filed a Gangster Act
case against the petitioner

based on a previously filed
case. The petitioner's coun-
sel argued that the petition-
er is out on bail in the pre-
viously filed case. Despite
this, the police invoked the
Gangster Act against him
solely to improve their own

records and show off their
achievements. The manda-
tory provisions of the
Gangster Act were not fol-
lowed before filing the
FIR, and this action is
entirely motivated by mal-
ice.

Akhand Bharat SandeshMeja.

Senior BJP leader Yogesh

Shukla, reacting to the budget

presented by the Uttar Pradesh

government on Wednesday,

expressed his happiness and

said that this budget is benefi-

cial for everyone, realizing the

dream of a developed Uttar

Pradesh. He expressed his grat-

itude to Uttar Pradesh's popular

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

Maharaj, Deputy Chief Minister

Keshav Prasad Maurya, and

Finance Minister Suresh Kumar

Khanna, and described the

budget as effective in moving

Uttar Pradesh forward. Mr.

Shukla, taking into account

various aspects, expressed grat-

itude to the UP government for

the following budgetary

schemes presented: potential

employment of 10 lakh, No. 1

in the country in mobile manu-

facturing (65 percent produc-

tion), Mission Shakti expan-

sion, working women's hostels,

employment generated by 4.22

lakh Abhyudaya centers, 163

tablets/smartphones, 49.86

lakh, Chief Minister's

Fellowship Scheme, police

recruitment of 2.19 lakh,

teacher recruitment of 34 thou-

sand, health and medical educa-

tion budget of 14,997 crore,

medical colleges 81, new col-

leges 14, MBBS seats 12,800,

PG seats 4,995, total budget for

health facilities 37,956 crore,

energy and infrastructure, ther-

mal power capacity of 9120

MW, trauma center, girls' hos-

tel, reduced prices of medi-

cines, labor welfare, labor

camps, labor insurance, and

mobile health vans.

This budget is beneficial and will fulfill the dream of a

developed Uttar Pradesh: Yogesh Shukla

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. A
"Farmers'
Revolution Jail
Bharo Andolan"
will be held at
Dhoomanganj
Police Station on
February 14 to
protest alleged
police harassment,
false cases, and
administrative
repression against
farmers. The
protest will be led
by Anuj Singh.
According to the
organizers, farmers
and their support-
ers will peacefully
approach the
police station and
voluntarily submit
to arrest.
Announcing the

protest, Anuj
Singh said that
farmers are raising
their voices for
their demands and
rights, but they are
facing police
action and law-
suits. He alleges
that even peaceful
protests are being
treated as crimes.
Therefore, the Jail
Bharo Andolan is
being adopted to
register protest in

a democratic man-
ner.He clarified
that this protest
will be completely
peaceful and its
purpose is not to
create any kind of
chaos. The
demand is for dia-
logue and just
action from the
government and
administration to
resolve the farm-
ers'
problems.Organize
rs have warned
that if the crack-
down on farmers
continues, the
movement will
expand further.
They say this
struggle is being
waged to protect
democratic rights
and farmers' inter-
ests. 

"Farmers' Revolution" Jail Bharo

Andolan to be held at Dhoomanganj

Police Station on February 14

High Court's harsh comment: Police
cannot invoke the Gangster Act for
self-praise and self-aggrandizement

Senior BJP leader expressed his happiness over the budget presented by the UP government. He expressed his gratitude to UP
CM Yogi Adityanath, Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya, and Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna. He described the

budget as one that will propel Uttar Pradesh forward
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Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks

is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent. 

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India–Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed. 
Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the $60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only $5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

India has enjoyed histori-
cal, cultural and civilisa-
tional links with Central
Asia for several millennia.
Brisk trade of goods, ideas
and thoughts took place
from India to Central Asia
and beyond over the Silk
Road from 3rd century BC
to 15th century AD.
Buddhism travelled to
Afghanistan, Central Asia
and western China from
India over this route. India
and the Central Asian
Republics (CARs) viz.
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan shared
vibrant economic, people-
to-people and cultural ties
till recent times when the
latter were a part of the
Soviet Union.India has not
been able to take full
advantage of its close
ancient linkages with this
region after their inde-
pendence from the erst-
while Soviet Union in 1991
because it does not share a
de facto land boundary
with any of these countries
(although de jure it shares
a border with Tajikistan
through the Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir). To
overcome this obstacle,
several initiatives which
have been in the pipeline
for many years have now
been fast-tracked. Two of
the most significant are
the International North
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) and the Chabahar
port. 
Evolution of relations
In current times, Central
Asian Republics constitute
the extended neighbour-
hood of India. Peace and
security in Central Asia is

critical to peace and stabil-
ity in India. This is inti-
mately connected with
peace and security in
Afghanistan. Three Central
Asian Republics —
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan — share
borders with Afghanistan.
India and Central Asia
need to collaborate with
other regional powers like
Russia, Iran, China and
Pakistan as also with the
US and the EU to promote
security and stability in
Afghanistan. The advent of
the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan in August
2021 after the sudden and
unceremonious withdraw-
al of the US and NATO
troops has introduced fur-
ther complications in pro-
moting connectivity
between India and Central
Asia. In addition to the

above, the region is also
richly endowed with natu-
ral and mineral resources
like oil, gas (Turkmenistan
contains the world’s fourth
largest reserves of natural
gas), uranium (Kazakhstan
is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of uranium ore and
has the world’s second
largest reserve of this min-
eral), lead, iron ore, coal,
rare earths, water, etc. The
region can contribute to
India’s energy security
through fossil fuels and
hydro-power.
and meet its need of many
critical minerals and met-
als. The area is ideally situ-
ated for providing seam-
less connectivity between
Europe and India. It
encompasses the “heart-
land” of Halford
Mackinder’s “Heartland
Theory” propounded in his

article “The Geographical
Pivot of History” in 1904.
Moreover, the region har-
bours great potential for
promoting trade and
investment, tourism, peo-
ple-to-people connect, cul-
tural, business and aca-
demic exchanges between
India and these countries.
India and Central Asia
started on a strong and
robust note when these
countries attained free-
dom from the Soviet Union
in 1991. The then Indian
Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao sensed the
strategic significance of
the region and visited
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
in 1993, and Turkmenistan
and Kyrgyzstan in 1995.
The next twenty years
however witnessed a rela-
tive neglect of the region
by the Indian leadership

owing to its preoccupation
with domestic affairs,
absence of a strong, single
party government in New
Delhi and its focus on
expanding ties with major,
strategic powers. The 20
years from 1995 to 2015
witnessed only four prime
ministerial visits from India
to the region — in 2002 by
PM Vajpayee to
Kazakhstan for the CICA
(Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia) Summit
followed by a half day
bilateral visit, and in 2003
to Tajikistan; in 2006 by
PM Manmohan Singh to
Uzbekistan, and in 2011 to
Kazakhstan for an
overnight visit on his way
back from Sanya, Hainan
after the BRICS Summit.
Relations expand in Modi
era
This indifference was cor-
rected after PM Narendra
Modi assumed power in
May 2014, becoming the
first Prime Minister after
30 years with a full majori-
ty in the lower house of
Parliament (Lok Sabha). In
just a little more than a
year after becoming PM,
he travelled to all five
Central Asian countries in
July 2015, the first Indian
Prime Minister to do so,
sending out a clear mes-
sage about India’s intent in
expanding its ties with
these countries. The last
10 years of PM Modi’s rule
have witnessed a signifi-
cant upswing in bilateral
partnership and
engageThe rapidly chang-
ing dynamics of Central
nomic architecture provide
a bright opportunity.

The deadly flash floods and land-
slides in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in
which 16 people were killed, high-
light the problems of illegal riverbank
constructions and inadequate warn-
ing systems. Videos of submerged vil-
lages, ravaging floods sweeping up
buildings and cars in their tide, and
stranded people have become an
almost annual occurrence now in the
Himalayan region. Dharali’s floods
struck in the absence of any weather
warning, and authorities are still con-
fused about the actual cause. While
the Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it
with the available data. Uttarkashi
district recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8
hours on 5 August; it is still lower
than districts such as Haridwar and
Dehradun, which got 15-30 cm of
rain on the same day.  In a state that
sees frequent cloudbursts and floods
during the monsoon, and has been
explicitly marked as a ‘high vulnera-
bility zone’ for landslides by the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the damage from
the Dharali floods is not merely
nature’s fault. The blame also rests
squarely on building norms, mass
road construction and mining proj-
ects, and other anthropogenic activi-
ties that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. The floods
should be another wake-up call for
the IMD and the NDMA to buck up
and ensure the safety of people and
ecology in the Himalayas. Dharali is a
small hamlet 2,680 metres above sea
level, situated 18 km from Gangotri,
and is a common stopover for
tourists and pilgrims going to one of
the Char Dhams of Uttarakhand. It is
dotted with hotels, restaurants, and
homes built precariously close to the
banks of the Kheerganga River that
runs through the village.  On Tuesday
afternoon, a barrage of water
descended upon the village and

damaged houses, roads, and the one
bridge connecting Dharali and
Hershil, another area affected by the
landslide. Satellite images from ISRO
now show that deposits of mud and
sediments from the floods cover all
of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the
Uttarkashi district, from 1 August
onwards. But compared to other dis-
tricts, Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this
monsoon was still pretty low. From 1
to 5 August, Uttarkashi’s recorded
rainfall was 6 percent lower than the
average rainfall it gets during this
period. Over the monsoon season so
far this year in the state, Uttarkashi
has recorded 7 per cent lower rainfall
than average. If there was indeed a
cloudburst—100 mm of rain falling in
one hour in a small area—then the
IMD is not aware of it. The closest
Automatic Weather System (AWS)
station that could record this cloud-
burst is 7 km from Dharali, and it did
not catch a cloudburst. But experts
say that even without a cloudburst,
the possibility of heavy rainfall.
causing this disaster is not unfound-

ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’ may
have happened much higher at
12,000 ft above sea level, and Dharali
is at 8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000
ft makes a huge difference to the
intensity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorol-
ogy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told ThePrint. “The canal is
very narrow, and a lot of trees and
mud could have been uprooted and
swept along with the water.” If
extremely heavy rainfall can cause
such damage without a rare event
like a cloudburst, it should leave the
system working toward India’s disas-

Dharali floods a wake-up call 

for IMD, NDMA to buck up 
If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the latter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project.  That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Good politician, bad statesman — what

Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

Buying Russian oil, misreading

Trump—3 points will define

India’s next energy strategy

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed

economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Government’s outreach ties need renewed focus
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI

with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its

new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover

stream shows how others are using the tool

and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits

Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other AI plat-

forms. Claude,

Grok, and

Gemini from

Anthropic, xAI,

and Google are

also leading

contenders. In

S e p t e m b e r

2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-

tive AI-powered digital assistant that can

respond to user questions and produce graph-

ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature

with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January

that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-

ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant

reaches more than 1 billion people, and I

expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”

Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has

700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December. Meta

launched a standalone AI app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi : Brokers can now invest

their own cash in enterprises

beyond their jurisdiction after

the government changed the

Securities Contracts

(Regulation) Rule. They can't

invest clients' money in those

businesses. They cannot bor-

row to invest in other firms

either. Brokers indicated

they'll await Sebi's rules.

Brokers couldn't float sub-

sidiaries before now. Top

broking house officials stated

the new rules allow that.

"Given the growth in the scale

and interconnectedness of the

financial sector and the evolu-

tion of the nature of business

of brokers with time, the DEA

(Dept of Economic Affairs) felt

it necessary to review the

appropriateness of safeguards

embedded in the rules so that

the intent of the rules is

served without constraining

activities of the stakeholders,"

the government said in a

release Broking house execu-

tives believe this SCRR modifi-

cation is a major regulatory

change. Leading broker

Motilal Oswal said stock bro-

kers could only invest in secu-

rities and commodity deriva-

tives until now. "This amend-

ment allows stock brokers to

invest in any firm without

using client funds or securities

or creating financial obliga-

tion.  

Brokers can now invest in new business

Delhi: 
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters
announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power. 
Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-
ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and
wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with
Prudential, a FTSE 100

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according
to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra. "Through
this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture.. 

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We
don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals – low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
– remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-
out compromising
profitability. The
company began
reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Zomato's Q4 net profit falls 

77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi : Airtel and

Vodafone Idea were

denied a waiver of

interest and penalty

on their outstanding

adjusted gross rev-

enue (AGR) debts,

totaling Rs 80,000

crore, by the Supreme

Court. The order

would have an effect

on Tata Teleservices as

well. After the initial

SC order in 2019,

which aimed to recov-

er industrial dues, the

outstanding AGR is

now little less than 1.5

lakh crore. 

Since it entered the

telecom market in

2016 with only a

minor exposure to

past dues and adjust-

ments, Reliance Jio

was the only company

that walked out rela-

tively unscathed. 

The businesses'

request for a post-

ponement was denied

by a panel of Justices

JB Pardiwala and R

Mahadevan, who

deemed the compa-

nies' petitions "shock-

ing and misconceived"

and rejected them.

Multinational corpora-

tions' filing procedures

for petitions seeking

remedies for enforce-

ment of rights under

Article 32 were also

examined by the

court.  

Delhi: The WGC predicts
700-800 tons of gold
demand from India in
2025. Since 2025, gold
prices have increased
25%, approaching the
psychological threshold
of ?1,000,000 per 10 gm,
impacting consumer
purchasing behaviors.
Price increases have hurt

affordability. However,
gold's cultural signifi-
cance, especially ahead
of Akshaya Tritiya and
the wedding season,
supports buying senti-
ment "WGC India CEO
Sachin Jain stated in its
quarterly report. Experts
say the gold market is
buzzing on Akshaya

Tritiya, a culturally sig-
nificant day in India that
generally boosts gold
buying. Record costs
have driven shoppers
toward smaller, lighter
pieces, with some delay-
ing purchases awaiting
price drops. Wedding
demand remained con-
sistent .

Automakers from other coun-

tries are searching for ways to

cut electric vehicle tariffs

Promoters of Prudential, HCL

to form health insurer

High prices reduce India's January-March

gold demand by 15% to 118.1 tonnes

Supreme Court rejects Airtel and

Vodafone's requests to waive AGR fees

Delhi : According to two travel
agencies , Indian tourists are
canceling vacations to Turkey
and Azerbaijan after the two
countries supported Pakistan
in a recent armed war with
New Delhi. India is consider-
ing boycotting Turkey and
Azerbaijan after both publicly

supported Pakistan amid
mounting tensions after
Operation Sindoor and the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
assault. Turkey supported
Pakistan's call for an interna-
tional probe into the
Pahalgam incident, while
Azerbaijan repeated

Pakistan's position. Turkish
weapons have also been given
to Pakistan. "Bookings for
Azerbaijan and Turkey
decreasing by 60% (over the
last week) while cancellations
have surged by 250%," a
MakeMyTrip spokeswoman
told  

Delhi  : In response to a
contentious policy
found inside the Uber
app, the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has
given the company a
notice. The app
allegedly encouraged
users to tip drivers in
advance to potentially
gain quicker pick-up
services, according to
Union Consumer Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi.
According to Joshi, this
method is exploitative
and unethical. Feel free
to become one of our
three million satisfied
clients. Free brokerage

For first 30 days"
Publicly voicing his dis-
approval, the Minister
said that gratuities
should be an after-serv-
ice, optional gift of
appreciation rather
than a prerequisite for
better service. Uber is
being asked to provide
an official explanation
by the CCPA about this
behavior. Users alleged-

ly see a suggestion to
tip ?50, *75 or 100
when they book a ride
on Uber. The app's
messaging implies that
tipping drivers ahead of
time would improve
the likelihood of faster
acceptance. "Tip for
faster pickup" is the
message that appears
in the alert. If you pro-
vide a gratuity, the driv-

er could be more
inclined to accept the
journey. 

It elaborates by
saying that the tip is
final once chosen and
belongs solely to the

driver. The present
scrutiny is a result of
this prompt, which
seems to position the
tip as a way to influ-
ence service speed
rather than a reward.  

The 'Faster Service' Advance Tip Feature of

Uber is Baffled by CCPA Notice

Delhi: In March 2024,
India offered to let
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
automakers import a
certain number of
electric cars with low
duties in exchange
for a commitment to
invest a certain
amount in the coun-
try. Meanwhile, three
industry officials
have stated that
manufacturers are
now focusing on
anticipated tariff
reductions in free
trade agreements
(FTAs) that are cur-
rently being dis-
cussed, as the
scheme's criteria
have not been final-
ized by the Centre.
Following CEO Elon
Musk's public criti-
cism of India's high
import levies on
autos, the country's

plan to promote
manufacturing of
electric passenger
cars in India (SPMEP-
CI), also known as the
"Tesla Policy," was
viewed as an effort
by New Delhi to
entice the American
automaker. The plan
called for authorized
automakers to be
able to import 8,000
EVs per year for a
15% tariff, as
opposed to the typi-
cal 70-110% tariff on

fully assembled cars,
also known as CBUs.
Minimum invest-
ments of ?4,150
crore were required
to qualify for the
incentive. People and
companies said to be
interested in the proj-
ect include Tesla,
Vinfast of Vietnam,
Toyota Kirloskar,
Hyundai Motor Ltd.,
Volkswagen Group,
and Hyundai Motor
Ltd.  

Delhi : Two sources familiar
with the matter have con-
firmed that Uber has canceled
plans to transfer approxi-
mately 5,000 electric vehicles
owned by Gensol Engineering
Ltd. from BluSmart to its plat-
form. The negotiations broke
down because everyone was
unhappy with the asking price
for the autos. Discussions had
begun as part of BluS-mart's
strategy to revitalise its taxi
business. It was expected that
BluSmart would partner with
Uber's fleet. One of the indi-
viduals mentioned earlier
asserted, "Uber has now with-
drawn its interest,".
while requesting anonymity.

The cancellation of fleet

talks by Uber is bad

news for BluSmart.

Indian tourists boycott Turkey, Azerbaijan

Delhi: Emirates NBD
Bank PJSC, a renowned
UAE banking firm,
received “in-principle”
approval from the RBI
to create a wholly
owned subsidiary
(WOS) in India. This is
part of the RBI's
Scheme for Foreign
Banks to Set Up WOS

in India. In India,
Emirates NBD has
branches in Mumbai,
Chennai, and
Gurugram. The RBI has
allowed the bank to
transform these
branches into wholly
owned subsidiaries,
subject to regulatory
compliance.

NBD Bank PJSC gets RBI approval for

India wholly owned subsidiary

Delhi : Coconut oil, a
staple in most Indian
households, may be
raising your grocery
expenditures. Due to
rising coconut oil
inflation, Marico and
Dabur raised prices by
40% in the past year.
According to Saugata
Gupta, MD & CEO of
Marico, commodity
prices have 'peaked'
and are unlikely to
climb much unless a
'black swan event'
occurs. He expects
higher volume growth
in the FMCG sector
this financial year. For
Marico, which creates
Parachute coconut oil,
copra dominates its
commodity basket.

Coconut oil

prices rise, hurt-

ing users
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