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Last Cabinet
meeting at
South Block

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will chair a special
meeting of the Union
Cabinet at South Block on
Friday, the last such
gathering at the British-era
secretariat building before
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) shifts to its new
complex, ‘Seva Teerth'.

Official sources
confirmed this will be the
Cabinet's final meeting in
the PMO located in the
imperial complex designed
by British architect Herbert
Baker in the early 1900s to
meet the requirements of
the British Raj.

The cabinet meeting,
scheduled for 4 pm on
Friday, will be followed by
the PMO's relacation to
'Seva Teerth'. The move will
mark the end of an era, as
all government
departments vacate the
North and South blocks --
the seat of power since
1921.

NEW DELHI

¥3.4 cr for air
navigation
upgradation

The State-owned Airports
Authority of India (AAI) has
earmarked Rs 3,490 crore
for upgradation of air
navigation infrastructure,
including Rs 1,532 crore for
automation of air traffic
management systems at
airports.

AAl is the only Air
Navigation Service Provider
(ANSP) in the country.

On Thursday, Minister of
State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol told the
Lok Sabha that AAI
continuously undertakes
modernisation of air
navigation infrastructure
and upgradation of Air
Traffic Management (ATM)
systems to cater to the
growing air traffic demand.

CHENNAI

Old Tamil
inscriptions
found on
Egypt tombs

In a discovery that rewrites
the maritime history of
ancient India, researchers
have identified 2,000-year-
old Tamil-Brahmi
inscriptions inside

the high-security royal
tombs of the valley of the
Kings in Egypt.

The findings, which
confirm that ancient Tamil
traders travelled deep into
the Egyptian interior for
exploration and tourism,
were presented by Swiss
scholar Professor Ingo
Strauch on the inaugural
day of the four-day
International Conference
on Tamil Epigraphy here on
February 11.

Professor Strauch, from
the University of Lausanne,
Switzerland, along with
Professor Charlotte
Schmid of the French
School of Asian Studies,
Paris, documented
approximately 30
inscriptions in Tamil-
Brahmi and Prakrit across
six rock-cut tombs,
including the tomb of
Ramesses VI. The most
significant discovery is the
name ‘Cikai Korran’, which
appears in eight different
locations.

BENGALURU

No meat sale
for Maha
Shivratri

The Greater Bengaluru
Authority on Thursday
issued a notification
prohibiting animal
slaughter and the sale of
meat in slaughterhouses
under their jurisdiction on
the occasion of
Mahashivratri.

The ban will only be
imposed on February 15 in
Bengaluru.

Earlier, Ayodhya Food
Commissioner Manik
Chandra Singh announced
a strict ban on non-
vegetarian food in hotels
and restaurants within
Ayodhya Dham.
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STRIKE BY UNIONS | Normal life is unaffected

Bandh evokes
sparse response

NEW DELHI

A one-day nationwide strike
called by trade unions on
Thursday to protest alleged
anti-worker policies of the
central government had a
muted impact, leaving most
services largely unaffected.

Public transport, banks,
and government offices con-
tinued to operate normally in
most regions, while only
pockets of certain states saw
demonstrators joining the
protest or work disruptions.

Trade unions mostly held
gate meetings and demon-
strations across many states,
and at some places, workers
reported late for duty to show
their solidarity to the agita-
tion.

According to reports, a
mixed response was seen in
states including Odisha,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Goa,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab.

Trade unions claimed “a big

ey

resistance against the anti-
people, anti-national policies
of the Union Government”,
and stated that more than 30
crore workers, farmers and
other sections joined the agi-
tation.

The joint platform of the
Central Trade Unions and
Independent Sectoral
Federations and Associations,
along with the constituents of
Samyukt Kisan Morcha and
the joint front of agricultural
workers’ unions, succeeded in
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Trade union members at a protest in Gurugram. - PTI

organising strike actions and
massive mobilisations in more
than 600 districts of the
country, the forum stated.

In Delhi, trade unions
organised processions in all
industrial areas as part of
strike actions. A meeting was
held at the Jantar Mantar,
addressed by central trade
union leaders.

The Confederation of All
India Traders said that “mar-
kets across the country are
open, trade is normal”.

FUNDS SPAT:
B’LURU TECHIE
KILLS PARENTS

BENGALURU

A 33-year-old software engin-
eer has been arrested on the
charge of stabbing his parents
to death around 7am on
Wednesday in their Vignan
Nagar home, allegedly for not
funding his start-up venture.
Police said the accused,
Rohan Chandra Bhat, was
working as a software engin-
eer in the USA and returned
to Bengaluru three years ago.
He lived separately from his

parents — Naveen Chandra
Bhat (60), a retired Navy
Captain, and his wife

Shyamala Bhat (55), a dentist
— and had worked for a year,
but had then stopped.

He had reportedly been
seeking financial support
from his parents to launch a
start-up, but they insisted that
he secure a job first.

Police said Rohan allegedly

stabbed both parents
multiple times, inflicting
deep abdominal injuries.

They were rushed to hospital
but were declared dead at
around 8.15 am. A neighbour
alerted the police.

The post-mortem examin-
ation will be conducted when
the Bhats' daughter arrives
from the USA.

Nipah-affected
nurse dies due to
complications

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI

A nurse who had recovered
from Nipah virus infection
died of cardiac arrest at a pri-
vate hospital in West Bengal's
Barasat on Thursday, a state
health department official
said.

The woman had been in a
prolonged coma, which
severely affected her immun-
ity, and later developed a lung
infection. She had been taken
off ventilator support at the
end of January.

“She died of cardiac arrest
this afternoon. Though she
had recovered from the Nipah
infection, she was suffering
from multiple complications,”
the official said.

Two confirmed cases of
Nipah Virus Disease have
been reported from West
Bengal since December,
according to reports from the
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC). The other
one, a male nurse, has been
cured of the disease.

The deceased, who was a
resident of Katwa in Purba
Bardhaman district, also con-

tracted a hospital-acquired
infection during treatment.

“She was trying to regain
consciousness, move her
limbs, and speak before her
condition suddenly deterio-
rated. She died at around 4.20
pm,” he said.

The nurse had fallen ill in
early January after returning
home on December 31 for the
New Year holidays and was
initially admitted to Burdwan
Medical College and Hospital
before being shifted to the
private hospital in Barasat.

The Union Health Ministry
had earlier said that following
confirmation of the two cases,
the Centre, in coordination
with the West Bengal govern-
ment, initiated prompt and
comprehensive public health
measures in accordance with
established protocols.

“A total of 196 contacts
linked to the confirmed cases
have been identified, traced,
monitored, and tested. All
traced contacts have been
found asymptomatic and have
tested negative for Nipah
Virus Disease.” the ministry
had said in its earlier state-
ment.

Maharashtra
village vows to
be caste-free

AHILYANAGAR

The gramsabha of Saundala in
Maharashtra’s Ahilyanagar
district has unanimously
passed a resolution declaring
the village as “caste-free” in
order to eliminate discrimina-
tion, untouchability and social
injustice.

According to an official res-
olution dated February 5, a
meeting of the gram pan-
chayat was held under the
chairmanship of the sarpanch
where members engaged in a
detailed discussion on creat-
ing a humanitarian social sys-
tem based on the principles of
equality, brotherhood and
social justice as enshrined in
the Constitution.

The resolution stated that
there will be no discrimina-
tion in Saundala, a village in
Newasa taluka, on the basis of
caste, religion, creed or line-
age and that all residents will
be treated as equal.

“All public places and facil-
ities, including government
services, water sources,
temples, cremation grounds,
schools and social functions,
will remain open to all resi-
dents without discrimina-
tion,” the resolution stated.

Bail for tobacco
tycoon’s son

KANPUR

The main accused in the high
profile Lamborghini crash in
Kanpur, Shivam Mishra, son
of tobacco businessman KK
Mishra, was granted bail on a
personal bond of Rs 20,000 on

Wednesday.
The court of the
Additional Chief Judicial

Magistrate not only allowed
Mishra’s bail plea but also
rejected the police applica-
tion seeking his remand.
Shivam  Mishra

arrested on

Thursday in
connection

with the

crash  on

Sunday.

was

Al71: Italian news report says
captain was monitoring flight

MUMBAI

According to the report in
Italian daily Corriere della
Sera, Western assessments
suggested that the captain was
monitoring the flight, noting
that the left engine shut down
first, followed by the right,
and that the captain occupies
the left seat in the cockpit. It
further claimed that flight
data recorder inputs showed
that while first officer Clive
Kunder attempted to regain
altitude, the captain’s control
stick “remained stationary” in
the final seconds.

The report also cited
Boeing 787 simulator tests

conducted in the US, where
experts reportedly failed to
identify any mechanical fail-
ure scenario that could cause
both engines to shut down
simultaneously in the manner
recorded. It claimed the “only
reasonable explanation” was
human intervention, whether
intentional or accidental.

The Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner, en route to
London Gatwick, crashed on
June 12 last year shortly after
takeoff from Ahmedabad, kill-
ing 260 people, including 19 on
the ground. A preliminary
AAIB report confirmed that
both fuel switches moved to
cutoff within one second of
each other. The CVR captured

one pilot asking, “Why did you
turn off the engines?” and the
other replying, “It wasn’t me.”

Following the uproar, the
AAIB issued a clarification
rejecting the Italian daily’s
claims. It said reports suggest-
ing that the investigation had
been finalised were incorrect
and speculative, adding that
the final report would be
released only after the probe
is completed in line with
international norms.

The agency urged media
organisations to exercise
restraint, warning that pre-
mature speculation causes
unnecessary public anxiety
and undermines the integrity
of the investigation.

Agitated Rahul
snaps at reporters

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Rahul Gandhi lost his cool at a
section of media persons on
Thursday, as they questioned
him about a possible privilege
motion against him by the rul-
ing party in the ongoing
Budget session.

Rahul, visibly agitated at
the question, snapped, “Have
you been given this code word
for today?” In the same
breath, he asked them to “stay
objective” in their work and
uphold the sanctity of their
profession.

As Rahul walked to his car
outside the Parliament com-

plex, the scribes gathered
around him to seek his reac-
tion on the privilege motion
being proposed against him.

This apparently triggered
him, and he asked, “Is privi-
lege the code word for today?
Have you been given this
word for today?”

He said further, “Yesterday
the word was authentication,
today it is privilege. You
should try to do some objec-
tive stuff. You are not totally
employed by the BJP; it gets
really shameful”

“You are responsible
people, you have media
people, you have a responsi-
bility to stay objective,” he
said.

CBI takes over
case of NEET
aspirant’s death

PATNA

In a significant development,
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Thursday formally took over
the case related to suspected
rape and death of a 17-year
old NEET aspirant in Patna
early last month, and also reg-
istered an FIR in this connec-
tion

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on January 31 had
urged the Centre to hand
over the investigation to the
CBL

The girl was found uncon-
scious in her hostel room on
January 6, and died at a pri-
vate hospital five days later.

Saini luring
MLA to join
BJP: AAP

CHANDIGARH

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in Punjab on Thursday
accused Haryana chief min-
ister Nayab Saini of “attempt-
ing to lure one of its MLAs to
resign from the party and
join the BJP”.

Addressing media here,
AAP MLA from Sangrur
Narinder Kaur Bharaj, along
with party state media
incharge  Baltej Pannu,
accused the BJP of approach-
ing the former with induce-
ments under its “Operation
Lotus™

Stating that Haryana chief
minister Nayab Saini tried to
contact her a few days ago,
Bharaj alleged that he
tempted her with a BJP ticket
from Sangrur and a promise
to fulfil any demand.

Stating that she joined AAP
in 2014 at the age of 19,
inspired by the policies of
Arvind Kejriwal and
Bhagwant Singh Mann,
Bharaj said that she was that
worker who put up posters
for the party.

“Only the Aam Aadmi
Party can give a small
farmer’s daughter the honour
of becoming an MLA at the
age of 27 she added.

IAF makes history
at Moran highway

DIBRUGARH (ASSAM)

The state of Assam is going to
witness a historic event, the
inauguration of an
Emergency Landing Facility
(ELF) on the Moran bypass in
Dibrugarh district, on
February 14.

The facility opens an ident-
ified stretch on the highway as
an alternative runway during
contingencies, which can
handle emergency landing
and take -off operations of
fighters, transport aircraft
and helicopters as well as dis-
aster relief teams.

The occasion holds pro-
found significance towards

National Security and would
be witnessed by the Prime
Minister, Defence Minister,
Governor and Chief Minister
of Assam, as well as senior
civil and military dignitaries,
arelease stated.

Meanwhile, as part of the
initiative, an Indian Air Force
fighter jet successfully con-
ducted a test landing at the
ELF on Thursday.

SC chastises
‘Ghooskhor’
filmmaker

NEW DELHI

Observing that a section of
society cannot be denigrated
in the name of freedom of
expression, the Supreme
Court on Thursday rapped
filmmaker Neeraj Pandey
over the title of his movie
Ghooskhor Pandat.

The top court was hearing
a plea seeking a stay on the
release of the Manoj
Bajpayee-starrer film on OTT
platform Netflix.

A bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan
directed Pandey to file an affi-
davit that the film doesn't deni-
grate any section of society.

Rijiju shares clip claiming it shows
abusive MPs; Privanka denies charge

NEW DELHI

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Thursday shared a video
which he claimed was an
“illegal video clip” taken by a
Congress MP when 20-25
Congress MPs had allegedly
entered the chamber of Lok

Sabha Speaker, abused him
and threatened the Prime
Minister of India.

Sharing the video on X
Rijiju, who had on
Wednesday claimed that the
Speaker was threatened in
the presence of senior
Congress leaders Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and KC
Venugopal.

| offgrid |

He added, “Our party
believes in debate and dis-
cussion and never encourages
MPs to threaten physically.”

Vadra meanwhile rejected
Rijiju’s allegation on
Thursday, saying, “We did not
abuse anyone,” and adding
that she had only spoken
peacefully towards the end of
the meeting.

Bengal bust-up over
compulsory singing
of ‘Vande Matarany’

KOLKATA

The political row between
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Trinamool Congress
(TMC) remains unabated
even on Thursday over com-
pulsory singing of ‘Vande
Mataram’ before the national
anthem Jana Gana Mana'

State education minister
Bratya Basu told a press con-
ference that Hindu outfits
including the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
don't like Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore.

“RSS and other Hindu out-
fits never liked the open-

mindedness of
Rabindranath Tagore.
Tagore is still taught in sev-
eral countries. Now making
‘Vande Mataram’ compul-
sory before Jana Gana Mana’
is a push towards hierarchy,”
said Basu.

Notably, for the last few
elections TMC has called the
BJP ‘outsiders’ and por-
trayed themselves as ‘custod-
ians of Bengali pride. Now
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions this notification of
compulsory singing of
‘Vande Mataram’ has been
termed an attempt to

“restore it to its full dignity”
by the saffron camp.

161 held since 2046 for violating prohibition in Bihar

PATNA

Banning liquor in Bihar seems
to have had limited effect, if
statistics are anything to go by.
As many as 16 lakh people have
been arrested till December
31 last year since the imposi-
tion of total prohibition in
Bihar in April, 2016.

Similarly 10 lakh FIRs have
also been registered against

those found guilty of violating
prohibition law in the state
during the period. Around 4.5
crore litres of illicit liquor and
1.6 lakh vehicles have also been
seized.

Replying to a query by MLC
Ravindra Prasad Singh in the
state legislative council on the
issue of a rise in other forms of
intoxicants following enforce-
ment of prohibition, state rural
works minister Ashok

Choudhary admitted that
there had been some increase
in the use of thinners and
drugs among children, but the
government was taking strict
action to check it.

“We have seized 15,800 kilo-
grammes of ganja (marijuana),
240 kilogrammes of opium,
350 kilogrammes of charas,
and 40,000 litres of cough
syrup during this period,” he
added.

MLC Virendra Narayan
Yadav raised the issue of addic-
tion, particularly among
children, living in the entire
Ghaghara river basin area,
leading up to the border with
Uttar Pradesh.

He claimed that a large
number of liquor shops had
opened on the Uttar Pradesh
side of the border, from where
liquor and other intoxicants
were entering the state.

Replying to Yadavs query,
the minister asserted that the
state government had estab-
lished 22 checkposts along the
border with Uttar Pradesh, 19
along the Jharkhand border,
eight along the West Bengal
border, and 17 along the inter-
national border with Nepal.

“CCTV cameras and breath-
alysers are available at all
checkposts. The government
agencies are conducting raids,

searches and seizures along
the Nepal border to crack
down on illicit liquor and nar-
cotics,” he added.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar had decided to enforce
prohibition law following a
demand from Jeevika Didis
(women members of self-help
groups constituted under the
Bihar  Rural Livelihoods
Project), and other women's
organisations.

Didi cries foul
over Bengal
worker’s
death in Pune

KOLKATA

After a migrant worker from
Bengal was allegedly mur-
dered at Maharashtra’s Pune
for speaking in the Bengali
language, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee called it a
“hate crime”,

Demanding strict action
against the perpetrators,
Mamata said on social media,
“l am shaken, enraged, and
sickened beyond words by the
barbaric murder of Sukhen
Mahato, a 24-year-old migrant
worker from Bandwan in
Purulia, the sole earning
member of his family, in Pune,
Maharashtra. This is nothing
short of a hate crime. A young
man was hunted, tortured,
and murdered for his lan-
guage, his identity, his roots.
This is the direct consequence
of a climate where xenopho-
bia is weaponised and inno-
cents made into targets.”

The Pune rural police
identified the victim as
Sukhen Dhiren Mabhato,
Tumrasole village in West
Bengal's Purulia District.

According to the primary
investigation the Pune rural
police suggested that Sukhen
was killed over a dispute with
local people, and the initial
autopsy report said he died
due to a severe head injury.

BJP MP Jyotirmoy Singh
Mahata alleged that neither
the present Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government
nor the former Left Front
government has done any
development of the state for
which people have to go to
other states for work.

Sukhen’s father said that
due to poverty he and his
brothers could not study and
had to leave for work. He also
said that Sukhen didn’t under-
stand Hindi or Marathi.
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Five men beat a young man
with sticks and attempted to

strangle him to death

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. In Prayagraj, a
young man was severely
beaten with sticks and rods
over a minor dispute. An
attempt was also made to
strangle him. The attackers
fled when people nearby
rushed to the scene. The
injured man filed a com-
plaint with the police, based
on which a report was filed
against five named and
unidentified individuals, and
a search has been launched
for them. Rishabh
Kesharwani, a businessman
from Lookarganj, told the
police that he was returning
from his shop around 1-1:30

a.m. Wednesday night. He
stopped when he saw his
aunt's son, Shailendra,
standing on the road. It is
alleged that Manish
Kesharwani and Shabhit
Gupta, who were standing
there, began abusing him.
When he objected, they
began beating him. Manish
then called out to Prashant
Kesharwani, Sagar
Kesharwani, and Krishna
Kesharwani, telling them to
take him to the garage.

Allegedly, the five men took

him inside the garage, beat-
ing him with sticks.

Two of them
attempted to strangle him
with the intention of killing

him. The five men, along
with some other relatives,
beat him so badly that he
fell unconscious. Then,
assuming he was dead, they
removed a 24-gram gold
chain from his neck and
left.Calling his brother with
the help of a passerbyAfter
some time, he managed to
escape and, with the help of
a passerby, called his broth-

21 year old Student seriously
injured in Pickup Collision, Dies.

Councilor Pradeep
Yadav Showed humanity,
took the student to the

hospital

Bhadohi. A student going to
school in a pickup met with
an accident at around 9:30 in
the morning at Indramil
intersection in the city. The

er. girl had left her home to

His wallet, which contained
3,400, also disappeared in
the incident. Khuldabad
police stated that an investi-
gation has been launched. A
video of the incident has
surfaced and is being
viewed.

study at Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Government
Degree College, Ramraipur.
On the other hand, a pickup
coming at high speed near
Indramil intersection hit
Anjali Yadav hard due to
which Anjali Yadav was

-
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seriously injured. As soon as

the accident happened, a
huge crowd gathered and
councilor Pradeep Yadav
also came while doing his
morning walk.

The councilor, Showing
humanity, took the injured
Anjali Yadav to the
Community Health Center
located at Chauri Road for
treatment. Councilor
Pradeep Yadav told that
Aadhaar card was found in
the bag of injured Anjali
Yadav in which the address
was found to be 21 year old
Anjali Yadav, daughter of

Chandrashekhar Yadav, resi-

dent of Makhdumpur. The
councilor somehow called
the family and informed
them about the accident.
Meanwhile, doctors declared
the injured Anjali Yadav
dead during treatment. The
family members who
reached the spot were in bad
condition and started crying.
Anjali Yadav was the only
sister among two brothers.
At the same time, advance
legal action is being taken
by the police team by taking
possession of the said vehi-
cle including filing the
Panchayatnama of the Dead
Body.

Chairman Nargls Athar order issued regarding Mahashivratri festival

Bhadohi

The order was issued by
Municipal Council Bhadohi
Chairman Nargis Athar in
view of the Mahashivratri fes-
tival. He said that on the occa-
sion of the holy festival of
Mahashivratri, about 40 tem-
ples of the city should be dec-
orated with grand fringes and
facilities should be provided to
the devotees and devotees by
better cleaning of those roads
and sprinkling of lime. While
giving strict instructions to all
the officers and employees of
the Municipal Council

High Court grants relief to

Mukhtar Ansari's two

sonsTrial stay in Ghazipur's
infamous Ghazal Hotel case

Chairman Nargis Athar said that
ﬂ- the Municipality should make the
= best and most wonderful arrange-
7 ments in the district on every festi-
val, if it is disturbed then it will
not be forgivable. Said holy
Mahashivratri festival will be cele-
brated on 15th February. The
entire city should be cleaned and
sprinkled with lime from early
morning and every temple should
be decorated with electric chande-
liers

Bhadohi office, he said that on

the day of the holy
Mahashivratri festival, while
talking about decorating all
the temples and keeping the
roads clean, the arrangement
for drinking water should be
made smoothly so that any
devotee and devotee can get
water easily Do not have to
face difficulties. Chairman
Nargis Athar said that the

Municipality should make the

best and most wonderful

arrangements in the district on
every festival, if it is disturbed

then it will not be forgivable.

Said holy Mahashivratri festi-

The budget gives new impetus to the metro

val will be celebrated on 15th
February. The entire city
should be cleaned and sprin-
kled with lime from early
morning and every temple
should be decorated with elec-
tric chandeliers. So that the
devotees do not face any prob-
lem when the Shiva procession
takes place in the evening.
Said that after the festival of
Mahashivratri, the month of
Ramzan Sharif will start, in
that month also the cleanliness
system will be strengthened
for which the concerned peo-
ple of the municipality have
geared up.

project, which had been pending for decades;

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The
Allahabad High Court
has granted a major

February 24th for the
next hearing. An FIR
was filed on

case is pending in the
CJM court. Abbas
and Umar Ansari

Prayagraj. The metro proj-
ect, which had been stuck in
files for nearly ten years, has
received a new lease of life
in the state government's
new budget. Prayagraj is
among the cities where the
budget calls for advancing
metro operations. This has
raised hopes among city resi-
dents that the long-pending
project will now be imple-
mented.In Prayagraj, a
detailed project report (DPR)
for the metro project was
prepared in 2016. It pro-
posed two corridors—one
from Bamrauli Airport to

relief to Abbas Ansari
and Umar Ansari in
the Ghazipur Ghazal
Hotel case, staying
the trial proceedings
in the trial
court.Justice Samit
Gopal granted the
state government a
final opportunity to
file a response in the
matter and set

e o

September 19, 2020,
at the Kotwali police
station in Ghazipur
against Mukhtar
Ansari's wife, Afsha
Ansari, and his sons,
Abbas and Umar
Ansari, along with 12
others.It is alleged
that the Ghazal Hotel
was constructed using
a forged deed. The

have filed a petition
seeking the quashing
of the trial court pro-
ceedings. During the
hearing, the court
granted the state gov-
ernment a final
opportunity to
respond and ordered
a stay on the trial
proceedings until
then.

Jhunsi and the other from
Phaphamau to Naini-
Chhivki. However, even
after the DPR was prepared,
the project could not move
forward and remained entan-
gled in paperwork for a
decade. Now, with its inclu-
sion in the budget, the proj-
ect is likely to gain momen-
tum.Emphasis on the forma-
tion of the Prayagraj-

e o

Chitrakoot Development
AuthorityGiven the growing
importance of religious and
cultural tourism, the budget
plans for integrated develop-
ment by connecting
Prayagraj with surrounding
districts. In this regard, the
formation of the Prayagraj-
Chitrakoot Development
Authority, along with
Chitrakoot, has been pro-
posed. The draft has already

the DPR was prepared in 2016

Prayagraj, along with
Lucknow, Kanpur, Varanasi,
Agra, Aligarh, Bareilly,
Jhansi, Saharanpur, and
Moradabad.Focus on Dairy
Production Companies and
Disabled WelfareUnder the
Mahila Shakti Yojana, provi-
sion has been made for the
formation of five dairy pro-
duction companies, including
Prayagraj. A budget of
72,140 crore has been pro-
posed for the welfare of per-
sons with disabilities, an
eight percent increase com-
pared to the previous finan-
cial year. The establishment
of a new Bachpan Care-Day
Center in Fatehpur district of

been submitted to the gov-
ernment by the Prayagraj
Development Authority
(PDA).A provision of 7800
crore has been proposed in
the budget for infrastructure
projects across all develop-
ment authorities in the state.
Furthermore, 10 cities in the
state have been included
under the Central
Government's Smart City
Mission. These include

Prayagraj division is also
part of this plan.In addition,
the budget also mentions a
plan to develop 17 municipal
corporations of the state as
solar cities. It is clear from
the budget announcements
that the government is taking
steps towards establishing a
new identity for Prayagraj in
terms of religious, cultural,
and infrastructure
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A grand Nishadraj Cultural Center is taking shape
in Shringaverpur, with construction 70% complete

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Following the
example of Ramnagari
Ayodhya, Shringaverpur, the
city of Nishadraj Guhya, is
now being given a grand
facelift. Nearly 70 percent of
the construction work on the
Nishadraj Guhya Cultural
Center, being built at a cost
of 719.61 crore at this
ancient site in Prayagraj dis-
trict, has been completed.
The Uttar Pradesh Culture
Department is preparing to
complete this ambitious proj-
ect soon.The cultural center's
main attraction will be the
museum block, where the
meeting of Lord Shri Ram
and Nishadraj will be pre-
sented through modern tech-
nology and paintings. The
museum will showcase their
intimate relationship, their
message of sacrifice, and
social harmony. The muse-
um's structure is complete,
and finishing work 1is in its
final stages. Plastering has
been completed. A state-of-
the-art auditorium with a
capacity of approximately
400 people is also being con-
structed within the complex,
where cultural programs and

"Farmers' Revolution' Jail Bharo
Andolan to be held at Dhoomanganj

seminars will be held.
Brickwork in the auditorium
has been completed, while
step slab work is in progress.
In addition, the electrical
system, internal water sup-
ply, and boundary wall con-
struction have been complet-
ed. Stonework curtain
cladding, landscaping, the
main gate, guard room, inter-
locking roads, a rainwater

Police Station on February 14

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. A
"Farmers'
Revolution Jail

a democratic man-
| ner.He clarified

4| that this protest

.| will be completely
peaceful and its

| purpose is not to

harvesting system, septic
tanks, soak pits, and under-
ground tanks are being
developed. Pump rooms and
other supporting structures
are also being
constructed.Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer
Singh said that
Shringaverpur is not only a

historical site but also a sym-

bol of sacrifice, dedication,

Prayagraj. The Allahabad
High Court stated that
police cannot invoke the
Gangster Act against citi-

and social harmony. It was
here that Lord Shri Ram and
Nishadraj Guhya had their
historic meeting, which gave
the message of equality and
true friendship in Indian cul-
ture. He said that in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of Ramrajya,
this event is being presented
in a modern form so that the
new generation can become

familiar with its cultural
glory.Shringaverpur, located
about 45 kilometers on the
Prayagraj-Lucknow route, is
described as the capital of
Nishadraj in the Ramayana.
Archaeological excavations
here have also uncovered a
temple dedicated to sage
Shringi, after whom the town
is named.

It is believed that during his

exile, Lord Rama rested here
for a night, and Nishadraj
expressed his devotion by
washing his feet with
Ganges water.The govern-
ment claims that after the
completion of this project,
Shringaverpur will become a
major center of faith, culture,
and tourism, and the Nishad
community will gain a new
national identity.

High Court's harsh comment: Police
cannot invoke the Gangster Act for
self-praise and self-aggrandizement

Bharo Andolan"
will be held at
Dhoomanganj
Police Station on
February 14 to
protest alleged
police harassment,
false cases, and
administrative
repression against
farmers. The
protest will be led
by Anuj Singh.
According to the
organizers, farmers
and their support-
ers will peacefully
approach the
police station and
voluntarily submit
to arrest.
Announcing the

| create any kind of

protest, Anuj
Singh said that
farmers are raising
their voices for
their demands and
rights, but they are
facing police
action and law-
suits. He alleges
that even peaceful
protests are being
treated as crimes.
Therefore, the Jail
Bharo Andolan is
being adopted to
register protest in

' chaos. The

demand is for dia-
logue and just
action from the
government and
administration to
resolve the farm-
ers'
problems.Organize
rs have warned
that if the crack-
down on farmers
continues, the
movement will
expand further.
They say this
struggle is being
waged to protect
democratic rights
and farmers' inter-
ests.

zens for self-praise and
self-aggrandizement. This
Act is not an upgraded ver-
sion of the general sections
that can be invoked in
every case. With this obser-
vation, a division bench of
Justice Ajay Bhanot and
Justice Tarun Saxena
stayed the arrest of Basti
resident Usman under the
Gangster Act. They also
summoned a reply affidavit
from the investigating offi-
cer and the station house
officer within four weeks.
The court stated that
declaring someone a gang-
ster solely to improve the

dure has been established
for proceedings under the
Gangster Act, which must
be followed. The case is
from the Purani Basti
police station area. The

police's image or show bet-
ter statistics is contrary to
the intent of the law. The
Gangster Act is a very
stringent law that must be
applied judiciously and
based on solid evidence.
Therefore, a detailed proce-

police filed a Gangster Act
case against the petitioner

based on a previously filed

case. The petitioner's coun-
sel argued that the petition-

er is out on bail in the pre-
viously filed case. Despite
this, the police invoked the
Gangster Act against him

solely to improve their own

records and show off their
achievements. The manda-
tory provisions of the
Gangster Act were not fol-
lowed before filing the
FIR, and this action is
entirely motivated by mal-
ice.

This budget is beneficial and will fulfill the dream of a
developed Uttar Pradesh: Yogesh Shukla

Senior BJP leader expressed his happiness over the budget presented by the UP government. He expressed his gratitude to UP
CM Yogi Adityanath, Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya, and Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna. He described the
budget as one that will propel Uttar Pradesh forward

Akhand Bharat SandeshMeja.
Senior BJP leader Yogesh
Shukla, reacting to the budget
presented by the Uttar Pradesh
government on Wednesday,
expressed his happiness and
said that this budget is benefi-
cial for everyone, realizing the
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dream of a developed Uttar
Pradesh. He expressed his grat-
itude to Uttar Pradesh's popular
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
Mabharaj, Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya, and
Finance Minister Suresh Kumar
Khanna, and described the

budget as effective in moving
Uttar Pradesh forward. Mr.
Shukla, taking into account
various aspects, expressed grat-
itude to the UP government for
the following budgetary
schemes presented: potential
employment of 10 lakh, No. 1
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in the country in mobile manu-
facturing (65 percent produc-
tion), Mission Shakti expan-
sion, working women's hostels,
employment generated by 4.22
lakh Abhyudaya centers, 163
tablets/smartphones, 49.86
lakh, Chief Minister's

Fellowship Scheme, police
recruitment of 2.19 lakh,
teacher recruitment of 34 thou-
sand, health and medical educa-
tion budget of 14,997 crore,
medical colleges 81, new col-
leges 14, MBBS seats 12,800,
PG seats 4,995, total budget for

health facilities 37,956 crore,
energy and infrastructure, ther-
mal power capacity of 9120
MW, trauma center, girls' hos-
tel, reduced prices of medi-
cines, labor welfare, labor
camps, labor insurance, and
mobile health vans.
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Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Buying Russian oil, misreading
Trump—3 points will define
India’s next energy strategy

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India—Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed.

Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the S60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only S5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

Government’s outreach ties need renewed focus

India has enjoyed histori-
cal, cultural and civilisa-
tional links with Central
Asia for several millennia.
Brisk trade of goods, ideas
and thoughts took place
from India to Central Asia
and beyond over the Silk
Road from 3rd century BC
to 15th century AD.
Buddhism travelled to
Afghanistan, Central Asia
and western China from
India over this route. India
and the Central Asian
Republics (CARs) viz.
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan shared
vibrant economic, people-
to-people and cultural ties
till recent times when the
latter were a part of the
Soviet Union.India has not
been able to take full
advantage of its close
ancient linkages with this
region after their inde-
pendence from the erst-
while Soviet Union in 1991
because it does not share a
de facto land boundary
with any of these countries
(although de jure it shares
a border with Tajikistan
through the Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir). To
overcome this obstacle,
several initiatives which
have been in the pipeline
for many years have now
been fast-tracked. Two of
the most significant are
the International North
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) and the Chabahar
port.

Evolution of relations

In current times, Central
Asian Republics constitute
the extended neighbour-
hood of India. Peace and

critical to peace and stabil-
ity in India. This is inti-
mately connected with

peace and security in
Afghanistan. Three Central
Asian Republics —

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan — share
borders with Afghanistan.
India and Central Asia
need to collaborate with
other regional powers like
Russia, Iran, China and
Pakistan as also with the
US and the EU to promote
security and stability in
Afghanistan. The advent of
the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan in August
2021 after the sudden and
unceremonious withdraw-
al of the US and NATO
troops has introduced fur-
ther complications in pro-
moting connectivity
between India and Central

above, the region is also
richly endowed with natu-
ral and mineral resources
like oil, gas (Turkmenistan
contains the world’s fourth
largest reserves of natural
gas), uranium (Kazakhstan
is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of uranium ore and
has the world’s second
largest reserve of this min-
eral), lead, iron ore, coal,
rare earths, water, etc. The
region can contribute to
India’s energy security
through fossil fuels and
hydro-power.

and meet its need of many
critical minerals and met-
als. The area is ideally situ-
ated for providing seam-
less connectivity between
Europe and India. It
encompasses the “heart-
land” of Halford
Mackinder’s “Heartland

article “The Geographical
Pivot of History” in 1904.
Moreover, the region har-
bours great potential for
promoting trade and
investment, tourism, peo-
ple-to-people connect, cul-
tural, business and aca-
demic exchanges between
India and these countries.
India and Central Asia
started on a strong and
robust note when these
countries attained free-
dom from the Soviet Union
in 1991. The then Indian
Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao sensed the
strategic significance of
the region and visited
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
in 1993, and Turkmenistan
and Kyrgyzstan in 1995.
The next twenty years
however witnessed a rela-
tive neglect of the region

owing to its preoccupation
with domestic affairs,
absence of a strong, single
party government in New
Delhi and its focus on
expanding ties with major,
strategic powers. The 20
years from 1995 to 2015
witnessed only four prime
ministerial visits from India
to the region — in 2002 by
PM Vajpayee to
Kazakhstan for the CICA
(Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia) Summit
followed by a half day
bilateral visit, and in 2003
to Tajikistan; in 2006 by
PM Manmohan Singh to
Uzbekistan, and in 2011 to
Kazakhstan for an
overnight visit on his way
back from Sanya, Hainan
after the BRICS Summit.
Relations expand in Modi
era

This indifference was cor-
rected after PM Narendra
Modi assumed power in
May 2014, becoming the
first Prime Minister after
30 years with a full majori-
ty in the lower house of
Parliament (Lok Sabha). In
just a little more than a
year after becoming PM,
he travelled to all five
Central Asian countries in
July 2015, the first Indian
Prime Minister to do so,
sending out a clear mes-
sage about India’s intent in
expanding its ties with
these countries. The last
10 years of PM Modi’s rule
have witnessed a signifi-
cant upswing in bilateral
partnership and
engageThe rapidly chang-
ing dynamics of Central
nomic architecture provide

security in Central Asia is

Asia. In addition to the

Theory” propounded in his

by the Indian leadership

a bright opportunity.

Good politician, bad statesman — what
Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the Ilatter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project. That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed
economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of  economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks
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is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent.
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Dharali floods a wake-up call
for IMD, NDMA to buck up

The deadly flash floods and land-
slides in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in
which 16 people were killed, high-
light the problems of illegal riverbank
constructions and inadequate warn-
ing systems. Videos of submerged vil-
lages, ravaging floods sweeping up
buildings and cars in their tide, and
stranded people have become an
almost annual occurrence now in the
Himalayan region. Dharali’s floods
struck in the absence of any weather
warning, and authorities are still con-
fused about the actual cause. While
the Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it
with the available data. Uttarkashi
district recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8
hours on 5 August; it is still lower
than districts such as Haridwar and
Dehradun, which got 15-30 cm of
rain on the same day. In a state that
sees frequent cloudbursts and floods
during the monsoon, and has been
explicitly marked as a ‘high vulnera-
bility zone’ for landslides by the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the damage from
the Dharali floods is not merely
nature’s fault. The blame also rests
squarely on building norms, mass
road construction and mining proj-
ects, and other anthropogenic activi-
ties that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. The floods
should be another wake-up call for
the IMD and the NDMA to buck up
and ensure the safety of people and
ecology in the Himalayas. Dharali is a
small hamlet 2,680 metres above sea
level, situated 18 km from Gangotri,
and is a common stopover for
tourists and pilgrims going to one of
the Char Dhams of Uttarakhand. It is
dotted with hotels, restaurants, and
homes built precariously close to the
banks of the Kheerganga River that
runs through the village. On Tuesday
afternoon, a barrage of water
descended upon the village and

damaged houses, roads, and the one
bridge connecting Dharali and
Hershil, another area affected by the
landslide. Satellite images from ISRO
now show that deposits of mud and
sediments from the floods cover all
of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the
Uttarkashi district, from 1 August
onwards. But compared to other dis-
tricts, Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this
monsoon was still pretty low. From 1
to 5 August, Uttarkashi’s recorded
rainfall was 6 percent lower than the
average rainfall it gets during this
period. Over the monsoon season so
far this year in the state, Uttarkashi
has recorded 7 per cent lower rainfall
than average. If there was indeed a
cloudburst—100 mm of rain falling in
one hour in a small area—then the
IMD is not aware of it. The closest
Automatic Weather System (AWS)
station that could record this cloud-
burst is 7 km from Dharali, and it did
not catch a cloudburst. But experts
say that even without a cloudburst,
the possibility of heavy rainfall.

causing this disaster is not unfound-
ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’” may
have happened much higher at
12,000 ft above sea level, and Dharali
is at 8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000
ft makes a huge difference to the
intensity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorol-
ogy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told ThePrint. “The canal is
very narrow, and a lot of trees and
mud could have been uprooted and
swept along with the water.” If
extremely heavy rainfall can cause
such damage without a rare event
like a cloudburst, it should leave the
system working toward India’s disas-
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Zomato's Q4 net profit falls
77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We

don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals — low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
—remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-

out compromising
profitability. The
company began

reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Coconut oil
prices rise, hurt-
ing users

Delhi : Coconut oil, a
staple in most Indian
households, may be
raising your grocery
expenditures. Due to
rising coconut oil
inflation, Marico and
Dabur raised prices by
40% in the past year.
According to Saugata
Gupta, MD & CEO of
Marico, commodity
prices have 'peaked'
and are unlikely to
climb much unless a
‘black swan event'
occurs. He expects
higher volume growth
in the FMCG sector
this financial year. For
Marico, which creates
Parachute coconut oil,
copra dominates its
commodity basket.

Supreme Court rejects Airtel and
Vodafone's requests to waive AGR fees

Delhi Airtel and
Vodafone Idea were
denied a waiver of
interest and penalty
on their outstanding
adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) debts,
totaling Rs 80,000
crore, by the Supreme
Court. The order
would have an effect
on Tata Teleservices as
well. After the initial
SC order in 2019,
which aimed to recov-
er industrial dues, the
outstanding AGR is
now little less than 1.5
lakh crore.

Since it entered the
telecom market in
2016 with only a

minor exposure to
past dues and adjust-
ments, Reliance lJio
was the only company
that walked out rela-
tively unscathed.

The  businesses'
request for a post-
ponement was denied
by a panel of Justices
JB Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan, who

deemed the compa-
nies' petitions "shock-
ing and misconceived"

and rejected them.
Multinational corpora-
tions' filing procedures
for petitions seeking
remedies for enforce-
ment of rights under
Article 32 were also
examined by the
court.

High prices reduce India's January-March
gold demand by 15% to 118.1 tonnes

Delhi: The WGC predicts
700-800 tons of gold
demand from India in
2025. Since 2025, gold
prices have increased
25%, approaching the
psychological threshold
of 71,000,000 per 10 gm,
impacting consumer
purchasing behaviors.
Price increases have hurt

affordability. However,
gold's cultural signifi-
cance, especially ahead
of Akshaya Tritiya and
the wedding season,
supports buying senti-
ment "WGC India CEO
Sachin Jain stated in its
quarterly report. Experts
say the gold market is
buzzing on Akshaya

Brokers can now invest |n new business

Delhi :

Brokers can now invest

Tritiya, a culturally sig-
nificant day in India that
generally boosts gold
buying. Record costs
have driven shoppers
toward smaller, lighter
pieces, with some delay-
ing purchases awaiting
price drops. Wedding
demand remained con-
sistent .

their own cash in enterprises
beyond their jurisdiction after
the government changed the
Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Rule. They can't
invest clients' money in those
businesses. They cannot bor-
row to invest in other firms
either. Brokers indicated
they'll await Sebi's rules.
Brokers couldn't float sub-
sidiaries before now. Top
broking house officials stated
the new rules allow that.
"Given the growth in the scale
and interconnectedness of the
financial sector and the evolu-
tion of the nature of business
of brokers with time, the DEA
(Dept of Economic Affairs) felt
it necessary to review the
appropriateness of safeguards

Automakers from other coun-
tries are searching for ways to
cut electric vehicle tariffs

embedded in the rules so that
the intent of the rules is
served without constraining
activities of the stakeholders,"
the government said in a
release Broking house execu-
tives believe this SCRR modifi-
cation is a major regulatory
change. Leading broker

Motilal Oswal said stock bro-
kers could only invest in secu-
rities and commodity deriva-
tives until now. "This amend-
ment allows stock brokers to
invest in any firm without
using client funds or securities
or creating financial obliga-
tion.

agencies ,

Delhi: In March 2024,
India offered to let
international
automakers import a
certain number of
electric cars with low
duties in exchange
for a commitment to
invest a certain
amount in the coun-
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Delhi :

Delhi : According to two travel
Indian tourists are
canceling vacations to Turkey
and Azerbaijan after the two
countries supported Pakistan
in a recent armed war with
India is consider-
ing boycotting Turkey and
Azerbaijan after both publicly

The 'Faster Serwce Advance Tip Feature of

In response to a

The cancellation of fleet
talks by Uber is bad
news for BluSmart.

Delhi : Two sources familiar
with the matter have con-
firmed that Uber has canceled
plans to transfer approxi-
mately 5,000 electric vehicles
owned by Gensol Engineering
Ltd. from BluSmart to its plat-
form. The negotiations broke
down because everyone was
unhappy with the asking price
for the autos. Discussions had
begun as part of BluS-mart's
strategy to revitalise its taxi
business. It was expected that
BluSmart would partner with
Uber's fleet. One of the indi-
viduals mentioned earlier
asserted, "Uber has now with-
drawn its interest,".

while requesting anonymity.

Delhi:
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters

announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni  Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power.

Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

supported
mounting

CARSUIES

Meta releases standalone
Al app to challenge
ChatGPT

Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAl
with a standalone Al app. Meta said that its
new Al assistant will use Llama Al. The Discover
stream shows how others are using the tool
and provides prompts. The Al arms race pits
Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other Al plat-
forms. Claude,
Grok, and
Gemini from
Anthropic, xAl,
and Google are
also leading

contenders. In
September

2023, Meta debuted an Al chatbot as a genera-
tive Al-powered digital assistant that can
respond to user questions and produce graph-
ics in its apps. Meta Al became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook,

Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature
with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January
that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-
ly intelligent and personalized Al assistant
reaches more than 1 billion people, and |
expect Meta Al to be that leading Al assistant.”
Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta Al has
700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December.

Meta

launched a standalone Al app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAl.

Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.

Promoters of Prudential, HCL
to form health insurer

l’";

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-

ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and

wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with

Prudential, a FTSE 100

amid
after

Pakistan
tensions

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according

to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra.  "Through

this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. |If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture..

Indian tourists boycott Turkey, Azerbaijan

Pakistan's position. Turkish
weapons have also been given

Operation Sindoor and the to Pakistan. "Bookings for
April 22 Pahalgam terror Azerbaijan and Turkey
assault. Turkey supported decreasing by 60% (over the
Pakistan's call for an interna- last week) while cancellations
tional probe into the have surged by 250%," a
Pahalgam incident, while MakeMyTrip spokeswoman
Azerbaijan repeated told

Uber is Baffled by CCPA Notice

try. Meanwhile, three contentious policy
industry officials F= g J found inside the Uber
have ; S'fcated that jlan to  promote fully assembled cars, ?:Err’]'sum;?e Profscntﬁgar:
manutacturers —aré ., anufacturing  of also known as CBUs. .
now focusing on . .. . Authority (CCPA) has
. X electric  passenger Minimum invest- . th
anticipated tariff : - 5 given the company a
ducti in f cars in India (SPMEP-  ments  of ?4,150  potice.  The  app
trade  mgreements 1) alsoknownasthe - crore were required  allegedly encouraged For first 30 days"
(FTAs) that are cur- Tesla Policy," was to qualify for the  users to tip drivers in Publicly voicing his dis-
N bei di viewed as an effort incentive. People and  advance to potentially approval, the Minister
ren yd eng ;15_ by New Delhi to companies saidto be gain quicker pick-up said that gratuities
cussed, —as the  ontice the American interested in the proj-  services, according to should be an after-serv-
;chemesb crl;c'erlla automaker. The plan ect include Tesla, Ur)ianonsumerAffair.s ice, optignal gift of
ave not been final-  jied for authorized Vinfast of Vietnam, Minister Pralhad Joshi. appreciation rather

ized by the Centre.
Following CEO Elon
Musk's public criti-
cism of India's high
import levies on
autos, the country's

automakers to be
able to import 8,000
EVs per year for a
15% tariff, as
opposed to the typi-
cal 70-110% tariff on

Toyota Kirloskar,
Hyundai Motor Ltd.,
Volkswagen Group,
and Hyundai Motor
Ltd.

According to Joshi, this
method is exploitative
and unethical. Feel free
to become one of our
three million satisfied
clients. Free brokerage

than a prerequisite for
better service. Uber is
being asked to provide
an official explanation
by the CCPA about this
behavior. Users alleged-

ly see a suggestion to
tip ?50, *75 or 100
when they book a ride
on Uber. The app's
messaging implies that
tipping drivers ahead of
time would improve
the likelihood of faster
acceptance. "Tip for
faster pickup" is the
message that appears
in the alert. If you pro-
vide a gratuity, the driv-

NBD Bank PJSC gets RBI approval for
India wholly owned subsidiary

Delhi: Emirates NBD
Bank PJSC, a renowned
UAE banking firm,
received “in-principle”
approval from the RBI
to create a wholly

owned subsidiary
(WQS) in India. This is
part of the RBI's

Scheme for Foreign
Banks to Set Up WOS

er could be more
inclined to accept the
journey.

It elaborates by
saying that the tip is
final once chosen and
belongs solely to the

in India. In India,
Emirates NBD has
branches in Mumbai,
Chennai, and
Gurugram. The RBI has
allowed the bank to
transform these
branches into wholly
owned subsidiaries,
subject to regulatory
compliance.

driver. The present
scrutiny is a result of
this prompt, which

seems to position the
tip as a way to influ-
ence service speed
rather than a reward.
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Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Dhurandhar

producer compares
success to Sholay

Aditya Dhar's Dhurandhar, starring Ranveer
Singh in the lead role, has become the
highest-grossing Bollywood film to date

ditva Dhar's Dhurandhar,
starring Ranveer Singh in
the lead role, broke rec-
ords at the box office, and
became the highest-
grossing Bollywood film. It has been
more than two months the film was
released, but till now, it is running in
theatres despite getting an OTT re-
lease. Recently, in an inteérview with
Fortune India, the producer of Dhur-
andhar, Jvoti Deshpande. opened up
about the success of her film, and also
compared Dhurandhar to Sholay.

She said, “This is not just a maker’s
success; it is as much the audience's

15 been decades since we
_ _hat has taken up the im-
agination of the movie-going public.
They have made it a success by
watching the film multiple
times and talking about
it. It has been in the the-
atres  for  60-plus
diys."

“After Sholay, 1
can't think of

There is no greater accolade as film-
makers we can receive than this. It is
something that we can't seript, it's
something marketing money can't buy,
something that money can'tt achieve,”
Deshpande added.

Jvoti revealed that if Part | had not
received such a great response, the
second part would have sat in their
cupboard. But, they were sure that
part 1 would take the box office by
storm. She said, "We are so happy the
audience took 4 shine to it. We believe
Dhurandhar2 would be bigger than
the first part. It’s going to be in five lan-
guages."

While Dhurandhar was released
only in Hindi, Dhurandhar 2 will be
dubbed and released in Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, and Malayalam,
Revealing the reason be-
hind dubbing the
film in South In-
dian  languages,
Jvati said. “The
suceess of Dhur-
andhar | in just

a film which one  language
has been as has been so un-
successful. precedented. Tt
has left behind

South films. The

contribution from the
southern states, even
for the Hindi original,

another  successful
Hindi film."

, -d,
~ According
to a latest report,
/ Thalapathy Vijay
starrer Jana Nayagan has
l been sent to the Revising
. Committee amid the legal
battle with the Central
Board of Film
. Certification
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Prakash Raj

Therise of the

silent villain

or decades, Bollywood wvillains thrived on
spectacle, from booming laughter, dramatic
monologues, and unmistakable theatrics.
From the flamboyance of Mogambo to the
stylised menace of Shakaal, -
antagonists were designed to he LSt
larger than life. But as storytell- e

ing evolves and audiences lean ’
toward realism, a quieter,
maore unsettling archetype has
begun to dominate Hindi cin-
ema: the silent villain, In Vadh
2, Akshay Dogra’s portrayal of
Keshav stands as a striking |
example of this transforma-
tion.

Keshav is not a villain who
announces his presence with
grand speeches or exagger
ated violence. Instead, he
aperates through stillness,
psychological manipu-
lation, and calculated si-
lence. Set largely within
the confines of a
prison system, Ak-
shay Dogra’s char-
acter wields power
through subtle in-
timidation. exploit-
ing institutional
cracks and bending JE
authority figures to
his will. His menace
emerges not from what
he says. but from what he
does.

Akshay's performance leans
heavily into restraint. His ex-
pressions are minimal, his
tone measured, and his
presence unnervingly calm.
The result is a character that
feels disturbingly real.
Today’s audiences are in-
creasingly drawn to

p"’

-

.

halapathy Vijay's last
film Jana Nayagan,
which was supposed
to release on January
9, 2026, was postponed
as the movie didn't receive a cerfi-

Film Certification. Ahead of the re-
lease date, the makers moved to the
court, and currently, a legal battle is
going on between the Jana Nayagan
makers and the CBFC. Now, accarding to
a report in India Today, the film has been
submitted to the Revising Committee for
certification.

A source told the news portal that the H.
Vinoth directorial was sent to Revising
Committee on Monday. The source
further stated that due to this devel-
opment, the makers might withdraw the

stories that examine institutional breakdowns, power
dynamics, and the grey areéas between right and
wrong. Keshav functions as the film’s moral corrosion
point, exposing how authority can be manipulated and
how fear can become a weapon.

' 4 Jans /\/ayagan

+ sent to revising

cate from the Central Board Of

“rakash Ra| breaks
silence on Spirit

National Award-winning actor Prakash
Raj, who was reported to have left the
film Spirit due to creative differences,
has clarified that the rumours are false

sues that had arisen on set, leading
to an unexpected change in the cast
at that stage,

Now, finally, Prakash Raj reacted
to the rumours of him quitting
Spirit. Taking to his X handle
({formerly Twitter) the actor wrote,
"To all the toxde #Fakenews
peddlers... On #Spirit the movie,
We have not even started shooting
for my scenes, and you whatsup

ational Award-winning
actor Prakash Raj, who
was initially announced
as a key cast member of
the upcoming film
Spirit, directed by Sandeep Reddy
Vanga and starring Prabhas and
Triptii Dimri, has reportedly been
removed from the project
due to ‘creative differ-
ences.’

Sandeep Reddy Vanga

expected turn on set. Reports
claimed that Prakash Raj and
Vanga were involved in a heated
disagreement, reportedly over the
seript and the execution of a par-

The devel- factoriesspeculate stories. Growup  ticular scene, The situation is said
opment came  and have a life, #justasking.” to have escalated. which led to fric-
while Spirit Speaking to Hindustan Times, tion between the actor and the
was already  the 60-year-old actor said, "Some  makers.
being filmed  nonsense speculations these are. | Adding to the speculation, it was
in Hydera- amnotawareofit.”confirmingthat also alleged that certain behav-
bad, with e wasindeed part of the filmand  ioural issues during the shoot did
reportssug-  denying the rumours. not sit well with the production
gesting that According to 4 report in OTT  team, eventually prompting the
thedecision  Play, the latest chatter suggested decision to part ways with the vet-

followed is-  that things reportedly took an un-  eran actor,

Konkona
“ratibha

navigate

trust and
betrayal

According to a latest report,

Thalapathy Vijay starrer Jana
Nayagan has been sent to the
Revising Committee amid the

How Akshay Dogra’s
'Keshav'in Vadh 2
reflects Bollywood'’s
changing
antagonists

This shift has been building over the past dec-
ade, particularly with the influence of
OTT storytelling. Streaming platforms
have normalised slow-burn narratives
and layered character ares, allowing
villains to exist in shades of grey. Per-
formances now emphasise nuance
over noise, psvchological tension over
physical confrontation, Actors like Ak-
shay Dogra, who bring subtlety and
emaotional control to their roles, fit
naturally into this evolving
landscape. Today's antagon-
ists are not merely ob-

stacles for heroes to :

ity T legal battle with the Central
flections of societal Board of Film Certification
fears and systemic

flaws. Their silence is
often more powerful
than dialogue, their

hat happens when belief be-
comes a choice, and standing by
someone comes at a personal

‘\ stillness more cost? Directed by Anubhuti Kas-
frightening  than hyap. starring Konkona Sen-
aggression. sharma and Pratibha Rannta, Accused brings to

His journey the screen a layered, emotionally charged story

) e itself reflects the
—— industry's changing
A dynamics. Having
built his career across
television and behind-
the-scenes work hefore
stepping into complex screen
V| roles, Akshay embodies a gener-
"" atien of performers who priori-
). \ tise craft and character over star
image.
4\ Also starring Sanjay Mishra
S and Neena Gupta with Kumud
f Mishra, Amitt K Singh, Shilpa
Shukla and Yogita Bihani, Vadh 2
| has released in theatres today.

that interrogates truth, power and trustin the face
of accusation. The film premieres on Netflix on 27
February.

Produced by Dharma Productions, Aceused fol-
lows a celebrated doctor in London whose care-
fully constructed life begins to fracture after she is
accused of sexual misconduct. As serutiny inten-
sifies and public opinion hardens, the film explores
the strains this places on her elosest relationships,
and how quickly perception can take hold when
certainty is out of reach. By centring on a woman
as the accused, Accused asks viewers to sit with
discomfort and doubt, unfolding as a story of one
woman’s word against another.

case. However, there’s no confirmation
from the makers of the movie yet,

A single-judge bench at the Madras
High Court ordered the CBFC to issue a
UfA 16+ certificate. However, the board
challenged the judgment, and a division
bench stayed the order the same day. The
makers approached the Supreme Court
against the stay order. But the 5C refused
to intervene and ordered the makers to
pursue the matter in the Madras High
Court.

On January 27, the Madras HC an-
nounced its verdict. and the division bench
sent the matter back to the single judge.
While the single judge is vet to give a ver-
dict, the report of the film being sent to the
Revising Committee has now come up.

S0, let’s wait and watch whether the film
will hit the big screens or not!
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US V-P’s Ohio
house windows
found broken,
suspect nabbed

Washington: One person
was arrested and a probe was
launched following an inci-
dent that caused property
damage at the Ohio residence
of V-P JD Vance, authorities
said, CNN reported.

The Vance family was not
in Ohio at the time, as per the
US Secret Service. Photos
from news outlets showed
damage to the windows of the
residence. A Secret Service
spokesperson said the sus-
pect was detained “for caus-
ing property damage, includ-
ing breaking windows on the
exterior of a personal resi-
dence associated with” Vance.

The incident happened
shortly after midnight. “The
US Secret Service is coordi-
nating with Cincinnati Police
Dept and the US Attorney’s
Office as charging decisions
are reviewed,” spokesperson
Anthony Guglielmi said.

Officials are probing if the
suspect was targeting Vance
or his family, an official said.
They don't believe the person
entered the V-P's home. A
White House official said the
Vance family had already left
the town before the incident
happened. “A crazy person
tried to break in. We try to
protect our kids as much as
possible from the realities of
this life of public service. In
that light, I am skeptical of the
news value of plastering ima-
ges of our home with holes in
the windows,” said Vance.

WASHINGTON

Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro's capture by US forces
wasn't just a military victory. It
was a major security failure
that began with his own body-
guards. Multiple intelligence
sources confirmed members
of Maduro's personal security
detail handed him over to
American forces. These were
elite bodyguards handpicked
for their loyalty, Prime News

24 reported.
As explosions were heard
across  capital  Caracas,

Venezuelan forees scrambled
to respond to attacks on Fort
Tuna and La Carlota airport.
But a much smaller operation
was unfolding clsewhere. A

‘RUNNING’ VENEZUELA | POTUS says won’t station troops if new president toes the line

Trump warns Delcy of °big price’

HISTORY WILL TELL WHO TRAITORS

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
in an interview with The
Atlantic on Sunday said Vene-
zuela’s Vice-President Delcy
Rodriguez could “pay a very
big price” if she did not do
what he thought was right for
the South American country.

That contrasted with the
Republican president’s com-
ments about Deley on Satur-
day when he said Secretary of
State Marco Rubio had
spoken to her and she was
willing to do what the US
thought was needed to
improve the standard of living
in Venezuela.

Notably, Delcy criticised
Maduro’s removal and sought
his immediate return.

Trump told the magazine,
“if she doesn't do what's right,
she is going to pay a very big
price, probably bigger than
Maduro.” The president told
the ‘New York Post’ in an
interview the US wouldn't
need to station troops in
Venezuela if she “does what
we want”.,

Meanwhile, in an
Instagram post. Delcy said, “A
message from Venezuela to
the world, and to the US:
Venezuela reaffirms its com-
mitment to peace and peace-
ful coexistence. Our country
aspires to live without exter-
nal threats, in an environment
of respect and international
cooperation. We believe glo-
bal peace is built by first guar-

Maduro

team of Delta Force operators,
transported by stealth heli-
copters, landed near Maduro's
location.

According to sources, these
US commandos just walked in
as the outer perimeter guards
had been told to stand down,
security cameras had been
disabled, alarm systems had
been deactivated. When the
US team reached Maduro's
personal quarters, they found
only two bodyguards still at
their posts, and they immedi-
ately surrendered.

The entire extraction took
less than 12 minutes from
landing to take off. Maduro
and his wife were aboard a US

WERE, SAYS MADURO’S SON

Caracas: Nicolas Maduro Guerra, son of deposed

Venezuelan dictator Nicolas Maduro,
said history will tell who the traitors
are after a US military operation led
to the capture of his father and First
Lady Cilia Flores, who have been
transferred to New York to face trial,
local daily El-cooperative reported.
In an audio message circulated on
Maduro Guerra
warned of possible betrayal within
the ruling movement and said his-
tory would expose those responsible.
“History will tell who the traitors
were, history will reveal it. We will

social media,

see,” he said, hinting at an internal conspiracy. Maduro
Guerra, a lawmaker from La Guaira state and a member of
the ruling United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV), said
the party would remain united despite the recent develop-
ments. He spoke of the need for “political and military coor-
dination” to respond to what he described as “external

aggression”.

anteeing peace within each
nation. We prioritise moving
towards  balanced and
respectful international rela-
tions between the US and
Venezuela, and between
Venezuela and other coun-
tries in the region, premised
on sovereign equality and
non-interference. These prin-
ciples guide our diplomacy
with the rest of the world”
Despite the US's indication

Deley would be their choice of

leader in a post Maduro scen-
ario, she indicated loyalty to
Maduro, saying her message
of peace and dialogue had
also been his message.

“We invite the US govern-
ment to collaborate with us on

betrayal

aircraft before Venezuelan
military command even und-
erstood what was happening.

US operatives working thr-
ough CIA and Defence Intelli-
gence Agency had been study-
ing Maduro's security appar-
atus for months and found his
bodyguards, despite their elite
status, were facing the same
economic hardships as ordi-
nary people. US intelligence
identified three bodyguards.

The first was a senior member

of the presidential security
team, a man in his late 30s. He
had a sick daughter who
needed medical treatment
unavailable in Venezuela.

The second was younger,

—Agencies

an agenda of cooperation
oriented towards shared
development  within  the
framework of international
law to strengthen lasting com-
munity coexistence. President
Donald Trump, our peoples
and our region deserve peace
and dialogue, not war. This
has always been President
Nicolas Maduros message,
and it is the message of all of
Venezuela right now. This is
the Venezuela I believe in and
have dedicated my life to. I
dream of a Venezuela where
all good Venczuclans can
come together. Venezuela has
the right to peace, develop-
ment, sovereignty and a
future,” she said.

frustrated by the lack of
advancement opportunities in
a system based entirely on
political loyalty rather than
merit. The third was a veteran
security official who had
served under Hugo Chavez
and had grown disillusioned
with what he saw as Maduro's
betrayal of Chavez's vision.
The US offered life-chang-
ing sums of money — approxi-
mately $10-20 million per per-
son. More importantly, they
offered escape from Venezue-
la and a future for their fami-
lies. The first bodyguard was
promised treatment for his
sick child in a US hospital. The
second was offered US citizen-

Guterres ‘deepl

tthe emergency meet-
ing of the UN security
council, UN secretary

general Antdénio Guterres
issued a statement that was
read out by diplomat
Rosemary DiCarlo. “1 am
deeply concerned about the
possible intensification of
instability in the country, the
potential impact on the
region, and the precedent it
may set for how relations
between and among states are
conducted,” Guterres said.
“The latest developments fol-
low a period of heightened
tensions, beginning in mid
August, as discussed in this
council on two previous occa-
sions, 1 have consistently
stressed on the imperative of
full respect by all for interna-
tional law, including the
Charter of the UN, which pro-
vides the foundation for the
maintenance of international
peace and security. I remain
deeply concerned rules have
not been respected.”

CHINA, RUSSSIA SLAM US
At the UNSC’s emergency
meet, China condemned the
US action. “As a permanent
UN member, the US has disre-
garded the grave concerns of
the international community,
wantonly trampled upon
Venczuela’s sovereignty,
security and legitimate rights
and interests, and seriously
violated the principles of sov-
ereign equality. No country

ship. The Chavez loyalist was
told he could live his days in
peace, knowing he had helped
free Venezuela from tyranny.
To gain their confidence,
the US extracted their families
first. But the plan required
more men. So, the three were
asked to identify others. By
the time the operation was
ready to execute, at least eight
members of Maduro's secur-
ity detail were compromised.
Some were active partici-
pants who would facilitate the
US insertion. Others simply
agreed to look the other way
at critical moments. A few
were just given instructions to
keep them away from their

concerned

PRESIDENT’S ARREST KIDNAPPING,

RELEASE HIM: DEFENCE MINISTER

Caracas: Venezuelas Defence Minister Vladimir Padrino

Lopez strongly condemned the Maduro’s
arrest, dubbing it a “kidnapping” and
demanding his immediate release along
with that of First Lady Cilia Flores,
reported Elcooperante.

At a press conference, Padrino Lopez
"M said the detention of Maduro amounted to
"4 a serious violation of Venezuela’s sover-

eignty and constitutional order. “Yesterday they kidnapped
the person whom the Venezuelan people chose as their
president, elected for the 2025-2030 term. Maduro is the
genuine constitutional leader of all Venezuelans,” he said.

- - - -

32 Cuban officers died in operation’
Havana: The US operation in Venezuela killed 32 Cuban
officers over the weekend, Cuban government said on Sunday
in the first official death count provided in the South
American nation. The Cuban military and police officers were
on a mission the Caribbean country’s military was carrying
out at the request of Venezuela's government, according to a
statement read on Cuban state TV on Sunday night. What the
Cubans were working on in the South American nation was
unclear, but Cuba is a close ally of Venezuela’s government and
has sent military and police forces to assist in operations for
years. Rumours of the deaths circulated on the island over the
weekend. “You know, a lot of Cubans were killed yesterday,”
US President Trump said aboard Air Force One as he flew on
Sunday night from Florida back to Washington. “There was a
lot of death on the other side. No death on our side.”

can act as the world’s police,”
Fu Cong, China’s represen-
tative to the UN. China called
for the US to release Maduro
and his wife Cilia Flores from
detention. Russian envoy to
the UN condemned the US
“act of armed aggression” and
called for Maduro’s release.

Bodyguards who sold prez

posts at the crucial time.
There were several false
starts when Maduro changed
his schedule or location unex-
pectedly. The breakthrough
came when one of the compr-
omised bodyguards was assig-
ned to overnight duty at the
safehouse where Maduro
would be sleeping. He was
able to provide real-time up-
dates on the president’s loca-
tion and the disposition of se-
curity forces. He confirmed
the number of guards present,
their position and critically,
who were part of the plan.
When the US team received
the final green light, they knew
exactly what they were walk-

“There is no and can be no
justification for the crimes
cynically perpetrated by the
United States in Caracas. We
firmly condemn the US act of
armed aggression against
Venezuela, in breach of all
international legal norms,”
the Russian envoy said.

ing into. They moved through
the building, encountering no
resistance. When they entered
Maduro's bedroom, the presi-
dent was apparently asleep.
There are conflicting reports
about Maduro’s reaction. Some
sources say he immediately
understood he had been
betrayed and went quietly.
Others claim he thought it was
a training exercise of his secur-
ity team. One dramatic accou-
nt suggests he tried to appeal
to his bodyguards’ loyalty.

Soon, Maduro and wife we-
re flex cuffed, hooded and car-
ried to the choppers. The team
was airborne in minutes. By
the time the rest of Maduro’s
security apparatus realised
something was wrong, it was
far too late to respond.

Indian woman,
27, found dead

in America
Cops allege ex-BF

killed her, fled to India
Las Vegas/New York: A 27-
yvear-old Indian woman,
reported missing last week,
was found dead and police
were looking for her former
boyfriend. The cops alleged
he killed her and fled to India.

Nikitha  Godishala  of
Ellicott City was reported
missing on January 2. Police
said she was found deceased
with stab wounds in the
Columbia, Maryland apart-
ment of her ex-boyfriend
Arjun Sharma, 26. An arrest
warrant for Sharma on first
and second-degree murder
charges was issued.

The Indian Embassy in
Washington said it was in
touch with Godishala's family
and extending all possible
consular assistance. It was in
touch with local authorities.

Authorities said Sharma
made the missing person
police complaint, and he last
saw Godishala on December
31 in his apartment in
Maryland.

Police learnt on the same
day when the report was
filed, Sharma fled the country
on a flight to India. The next
day. detectives executed a
search warrant for his apart-
ment and located Godishala
dead. Detectives believed
Sharma killed Godishala after
7pm on Dec 3L —PTI

Andhra techie,
wife killed in
US car crash

Washington: A Telugu
couple from Palakollu in
Andhra’s West Godavari died
in a car crash in the US, while
their two kids were wounded,
authorities said.

The accident took place in
Washington, where software
engineer Krishna Kishore
and his wife Asha were travel-
ling by road with kids. The
couple lost their lives on the
spot after their car was
involved in a crash.

The couple was living in
the US for work. They visited
their hometown Palakollu 10
days ago and returned to the
US recently. During the
return, the family reportedly
celebrated the New Year in
Dubai. The couple’s son and
daughter were stable.

Briefs

UK to seize
phones, SIMs
of illegals

Mobile phones and hidden
SIM cards can be seized
from migrants arriving
illegally in the UK on small
boats across the English
Channel under new powers
enforced from Monday.
Law enforcement agencies
can now seize electronic
devices like mobile phones
and SIM cards fromillegal
migrants without needing
to arrest them. This is
intended to help them
gather intelligence to track
down and arrest people
smugglers.

Guinea’s
junta leader
prez-elect

Supreme Court in Guinea
upheld the poll win of Gen
Mamadi Doumbouya, cem-
enting the junta leader’s
transition to a democratica-
lly elected president 4 years
after staging a coup in West
African nation. Doumbouya
won the country’s first poll
since 2021 coup after poll-
ing 86.7% votes, according
to the General Directorate
of Elections. His victory,
which had been predicted
by analysts, was confirmed
by SC in capital Conakry.

3 kids dead in
Iran protests

At least three children are
reported to have been
killed and more than 40
minors arrested after eight
days of the ongoing
protests across Iran, as
human rights groups
accuse the regime's
security forces of
“indiscriminate targeting
of civilians”.

Don: Ukraine didn't
target Putin house

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE

President Donald Trump on
Sunday told reporters US offi-
cials  have  determined
Ukraine did not target a resi-
dence belonging to Russian
President Vladimir Putin in a
drone attack last week, dis-
puting Kremlin claims that
Trump had initially greeted
with deep concern.

Trump said “something
happened nearby” Putin's
residence, but American offi-
cials didn't find the Russian
president's residence was tar-
geted. “I don't believe that
strike happened,” Tr ump told
reporters  as
travelled de( Lu

Washington l ]
Sunday afte1 -
spending two

weeks at his home
in Florida. “We
don't believe that
happened, now
that we've been
able to check.”

ZELENSKYY REPLACES
SECURITY CHIEF
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy replaced the head
of Ukraine's security service
on Monday, continuing a top-
level reshuffle ahead of a trip
to Paris where he hoped to
finalise agreements with allies
on how to ensure that Russia
doesn't repeat its invasion if a
peace agreement is signed.
Zelenskyy is trying to
revamp his administration as
the grinding war of attrition
with Russia marks its fourth
anniversary next month. He
is keen to keep up the
momentum of US-led peace
alks as well as sharpen

’i _ Ukraine's focus
@ on defence if

L 8 those efforts
) §' | collapse.

10 guilty of cyberbullying
Macron Wlfe° Parls court

PARIS

A Paris court on Monday
found 10 people guilty of
cyberbullying Frances first
lady Brigitte Macron. The
court convicted all defendants
to sentences, ranging from a
cyberbullying awareness
training to 8-month sus-
pended prison sentences.

The court pointed to “par-
ticularly degrading, insulting,
and malicious” comments
referring to false claims
regarding alleged trans ident-
ity and alleged pedo crimina-
lity targeting Brigitte Macron.

The defendants, eight men
and two women aged 41 to 65,
are accused of posting
“numerous malicious com-
ments” falsely claiming Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron's
wife was born a man and link-
ing the 24-year age gap with
her husband to paedophilia.
Some posts were viewed tens
of thousands of times.

Brigitte Macron did not

attend the two-day trial in

October. Speaking on TF1
national television on Sunday,
she said she launched legal
proceedings to “set an
example” in the fight against
harassment. Her daughter,
Tiphaine Auziere, testified
about what she described as
the “deterioration” of her
mother's life since the online
harassment intensified.

“She cannot ignore the hor-
rible things said about her;’
Auziere told the court. She
said the impact has extended
to the entire family, including

Macron's grandchildren.

Defendant Delphine
Jegousse, 51, who is known as
Amandine Roy and describes
herself as a medium and an
author, is considered to have
played a major role in
spreading the rumour after
she released a four-hour
video on her YouTube chan-
nel in 2021.

The X account of Aurélien
Poirson-Atlan, 41, known as
Zoé Sagan on social media,
was suspended in 2024 after
his name was cited in several
judicial investigations.

SEDITION CASE AGAINST HASINA

B'desh court to frame
charges on January 21

DHAKA

A Bangladesh court on
Monday set January 21 as the
date for framing charges in a
sedition case against deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
and 285 others.

The case relates to allega-
tions that Hasina and several
hundred Awami League
members took part in a vir-
tual meeting of a group called
the "Joy Bangla Brigade' in
December 2024, during
which they allegedly plotted
to overthrow the Muhammad
Yunus-led interim govern-
ment, news portal
tbsnews.net reported.

The group is a strong sup-
porter of Awami League and
the legacy of Hasina’s father,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Judge Abdus Salam of
Dhaka Special Judge’s Court-9
set January 21 as the date for

framing charges against
Hasina and 285 others, it said.

FINAL CHARGESHEET IN
HADI MURDER BY JAN 7:
B’DESH INTERIM GOVT
The final chargesheet in the
murder case of student leader
Sharif Osman bin Hadi will be
submitted on Wednesday, the
Bangladesh interim govern-
ment said on Monday, assert-
ing that justice will be
delivered within its tenure.

General elections are
scheduled in Bangladesh on
February 12.

The interim government is
treating Hadi's case with
utmost importance, Home
Affairs Adviser Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury told reporters
after a meeting of the
Advisory Council on law and
order at the Secretariat.

The final chargesheet in his
murder case will be sub-
mitted on January 7.

Finland’s battle against fake
news starts at preschool

HELSINKI

The battle against fake news
in Finland starts in preschool
classrooms.

For decades, the Nordic
nation has woven media liter-
acy, including the ability to
analyse different kinds of
media and recognise disin-
formation, into its national
curriculum for students as
young as 3 years old. The
coursework is part of a robust
anti-misinformation pro-

-

gramme to make Finns more
resistant to propaganda and
false claims, especially those
crossing over the 1,340-kilo-
metre border with neigh-
bouring Russia.

Now, teachers are tasked
with adding artificial intelli-

gence literacy to their curricu-
lum, especially after Russia
stepped up its disinformation
campaign across Europe fol-
lowing its full-scale invasion
of Ukraine nearly 4 years ago.
Finland’s ascension into Nato
in 2023 also provoked
Moscow’s ire, though Russia
has repeatedly denied it inter-
feres in the internal affairs.

“We think having good
media literacy skills is a very
big civic skill,” Kiia Hakkala, a
paedagogical specialist for the
City of Helsinki, said.

Holocaust survivor Eva Schloss,
stepsister of Anne Frank, dies

LONDON
Auschwitz  survivor Eva
Schloss, the stepsister of

teenage diarist Anne Frank
and a tireless educator about
the horrors of the Holocaust,
has died. She was 96.

The Anne Frank Trust UK,
of which Schloss was honor-
ary president, said she died
on Saturday in London, where
she lived.

Britain's King Charles III
said he was “privileged and
proud” to have known Schloss,

.
‘i‘)...-"

who co-founded the chari-
table trust to help young
people challenge prejudice.
“The horrors she endured
as a young woman are
impossible to comprehend,

and yet she devoted the rest of

her life to overcoming hatred

and prejudice, promoting
kindness, courage, under-
standing and resilience thro-
ugh her tireless work for the
Anne Frank Trust UK and for
Holocaust education across
the world,” the king said.
Born Eva Geiringer in
Vienna in 1929, Schloss fled
with her family to Amsterdam
after Nazi Germany annexed
Austria. She became [riends
with another Jewish girl of
the same age, Anne Frank,
whose diary would become
one of the most famous
chronicles of the Holocaust.

Swiss police
identify all 116
hurt in bar fire

Crans-Montana: Swiss
police said on Monday they
had identified all the people
injured in the bar fire. They
put the total at 116, more than
two-thirds still in hospitals.
They are 68 Swiss citizens,
21 French, 10 Italians, 4 Serbs,
2 Poles and 1 each from
Australia, Belgium, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Czech Republic,
Luxembourg, Portugal and
Republic of Congo. There
were 4 dual nationals: of Fra-
nce and Finland, France and
Italy, Switzerland and Belgi-
um, Italy and the Philippines.
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PALLEKELE

Rathnayake,
Shanaka star
in SL victory

.

Blazing fifties by Pavan
Rathnayake and skipper
Dasun Shanaka along with
Kusal Mendis’ assured half-
century helped SriLanka
register a statement 105-
run win over Oman in their
T20 World Cup Group B
clash, here on Thursday.
Rathnayake (60 from 28
balls) and skipper Dasun
Shanaka (50; 20b) returned
to form, while Kusal (67;
45b) anchored the innings
with successive World Cup
half-century as Sri Lanka
piled up 225/5 -- their
second highest in T20
World Cup.

CHENNAI
Netherlands
look to stay
alive in WC

Netherlands will look to
blend batting
explosiveness and bowling
discipline for a victory
against the dangerous
United States of America,
essential to keep their T20
World Cup Super Eights
hopes alive during a
Group A match here on
Friday. Having lost their
tournament-opener
against Pakistan narrowly,
the Dutch bounced back in
commanding fashion
against Namibia in their
previous outing. Chasing
157, they sealed a seven-
wicket win with two overs
to spare.

COLOMBO

Australia eye

Skipper Mitchell Marsh's
fitness will be watched
closely as an injury-hit
Australia try toward off a
tricky Zimbabwe and move
closer to the Super Eights in
a Group B match of the T20
World Cup here on Friday.
Marsh missed his side's big
win over Ireland on
Wednesday with an internal
testicular bleeding and,
according to Cricket
Australia, the all-rounder will
require a considerable
period of rest before
returning to action.

Steve Smith has joined the
squad as his cover, but the
absence of Marsh did not
feel in Australia's 67-run
romp here as they produced
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CLINICAL | Ishan and Hardik powered the hosts with the bat
and the latter with the ball as well to help India win by 93 runs

Kishan, Pandya star as
India outplay Namibia

NEW DELHI

Ishan Kishan and Hardik
Pandya played stellar roles to
help India register a convinc-
ing 93-run victory against
minnows Namibia in their
ICC Mens T20 World Cup
Group A match, here at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium, on
Thursday.

Chasing India’s mammoth
target of 210, Namibia were
always struggling and event-
ually folded for 116 in 18.2
OVers.

Varun Chakravarthy was
the best bowler scalping 3/7
while Pandya and Axar Patel
picked up two wickets apiece.

Earlier, if Sanju Samson's
three-sixes innings was akin
to a short-lived Instagram
reel, Kishan's batting was a
gripping web series, full of
drama, action and anticipa-
tion.

Kishan smashed the day-
lights out of a club class
Namibia attack to score a 24-
ball-61 but Indian batters
struggled against Gerhard
Erasmus’ side-arm off-breaks
before posting 209 for 9.

Kishan muscled five sixes
and half a dozen boundaries
for a 20-ball-50 that set the
foundation for a marauding
Hardik Pandya (52 off 28 balls)
to take the team to a total that
looked well beyond the reach
of this Namibian batting line-
up.

However, Namibia skipper
Erasmus (4/20 in 4 overs) gave
a fantastic account of himself
and would certainly keep
Pakistan's lethal weapon
Usman Tariq interested come
Sunday.

Erasmus bowled side-arm
deliveries in between the
stock ball which is round arm.
As a variation, he also bowled

India’s Ishan Kishan plays a shot during the match a

gainst Namibia in Delhi. PT

i Scoreboard

| INDIA: | Kishan ¢

‘ Shikongo b Erasmus 61, S
Samson ¢ Steenkamp b

| Shikongo 22, T Varma ¢

| Smit b Erasmus 25,5

| Yadav st Green b Scholtz
12,H Pandyacsub b

! Erasmus 52, S Dube (run
out) 23, R Singh ¢

| Erasmus b Smit 1, A Patel

‘ b Erasmus 0, V
Chakravarthy (not out) 1,

‘ A Singh (run out) 2.
Extras (LB-1, W-9) 10.

: Total (For 9 wkts, 20

overs) 209.

Fall of wkts: 1-25, 2-104,
3-120, 4-124, 5-205, 6-205,
7-206, 8-206, 9-209.
Bowling: R
Trumpelmann 4-0-38-0, B
Shikongo 3-0-41-1, JJ Smit
4-0-50-1, M Heingo 1-0-
18-0, G Erasmus 4-0-20-
4, B Scholtz 4-0-41-1.
NAMIBIA: L Steenkamp
b Varun 29, J Frylinck ¢
Dube b A Singh 22,
Loftie-Eaton ¢ Patel b
Varun 13, G Erasmusc T
Varma b Patel 18, JJ Smit
b Varun O, Z Green hit

wicket b Dube 11, M
Kruger ¢ Bumrah b Patel
5, R Trumpelmann b
Bumrah 6, B Scholtz ¢
Patel b Pandya 4, B
Shikongo Ibw Pandya 0, M
Heingo (nhot out) 0. Extras
(B-1, NB-3, W-4) 8. Total
(all out, 18.2 overs) 116.
Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-
67, 3-86, 4-86, 5-88, 6-94,
7-111, 8-116, 9-116
Bowling: H Pandya 4-0-
21-2, A Singh 3-0-36-1, S
Dube 2.2-0-11-1, ) Bumrah
4-0-20-1, V Chakravarthy
2-0-7-3, A Patel 3-1-20-2

from behind the crease to
shorten the length, as a set
Tilak Varma (25) couldn't
reach to the pitch of the
delivery.

It was a flat Kotla deck but
Sanju Samson (22 off 8 balls)

and skipper Suryakumar
Yadav, with a run-a-ball 12,
missed out on scoring big
with the African side making
some sort of a comeback with
the ball during the middle

overs.

Surya certainly got the best
delivery of the innings from
left arm spinner Bernard
Scholtz, who got one to dip
and turn as the skipper gave
the charge, missed and was
duly stumped.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

as Italy beat Nepal

Both openers, Justin and Anthony strike half
centuries to star in Italy’s maiden World Cup win

MUMBAI

Debutants Italy scored their
maiden win in ICC World Cup
history after beating Nepal by
10 wickets in the Group C
match of the ICC Men's T20
World Cup at Wankhede
Stadium on Thursday.

Mosca brothers Justin and
Anthony launched a brutal
assault on Nepal bowlers,
chasing a mediocre 124 in 12.3
overs. Nepal, whose batters
were impressive against
England in a big chase at the
same venue, could not find
momentum as Italy's spinners
strangled them. They were
eventually all out for 123 in
19.3 overs.

Anthony made an
unbeaten 62 in 32 balls with
three boundaries, and Justin
remained not out on 60 in 44
balls with five boundaries and
three sixes as Italy reached the
target in quick time to get two
crucial points and better their
net run rate.

Italy spin trio of Crishan
Kalugamage (3 for 18), Ben
Manenti (2 for 9), and JJ
Smutts (1/22) took six wickets
between them, almost like the
West Indies spin trio of
Gudakesh Motie, Roston
Chase, and Akeal Hosein, who
also shared six wickets
between them  against
England on Wednesday.

Right-handed  Anthony
launched a six over midwicket
to give Italy wings in strike
bowler Karan KC's first over.
Left-handed Justin also got
into the groove with six and
four off Karan KC as Italy
raced to 30/0 in three overs.

By the time Nepal's pre-
mier  bowler  Sandeep
Lamichhane was introduced
in the sixth over, Italy had
raced to 58 in five overs.
Lamichhane troubled

Italy’s Aﬁthony Mosca (left) and Justin Mosca during

(1

the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup match at the Wankhede

Stadium. PTI

Scoreboard

NEPAL: K Bhurtel ¢ J
Mosca b A Hasan 5, A
Sheikh st Meade b Ben
Manenti 20, R Paudel c
Stewart b Kalugamage
23, D Singh Airee b
Kalugamage 17, A Sheikh
¢ Campopiano b Smuts
27,LBamc¢c Al Moscab B
Manenti 3, G JhacH
Manenti b Kalugamage 3,
Karan KC (not out) 18, N
Yadav (run out) 0, S
Lamichhane ¢ HJ
Manenti b J Singh 5, L
Rajbanshi (run out) 0.
Extras (W-2) 2. Total (all
out, 19.3 overs) 123 Fall

of wickets: 1-8, 2-49, 3-
49, 4-93, 5-96, 6-100, 7-
102, 8-102, 9-123
Bowling: B Manenti 4-0-
9-2, A Hasan 3-0-34-1, )
Smuts 4-0-22-1, G
Stewart 3-0-32-0, C
Kalugamage 4-0-18-3, J
Singh 1.3-0-8-1,

Italy: ] Mosca (not out)
60, A Mosca (not out) 62.
Extras (LB-2) 2. Total
(For no loss, 12.4 overs)
124,

Bowling: Karan KC 2-0-
21-0, D Singh Airee 3.4-0-
24-0, L Rajbanshi 1-0-19-
0, S Lamichhane 3-0-31-
0, N Yadav 1-0-12-0, K
Bhurtel 2-0-15-0.

Anthony, but he still fetched
ten runs from two balls,
including a six, to help Italy
reach 68 for 0 after powerplay
overs.

Italy marched to 97 for 0 in
10 overs. Justin reached fifty
in 37 balls, and a ball later,
Anthony lofted Lamichhane
over deep square leg to com-

plete his fifty in 28 balls. He
then hit his second consecu-
tive six to bring 100 on the
board inside 11 overs.

Much was expected from
the Nepal batters after a stu-
pendous  show  against
England, but they came up
with a disappointing show
and had no answer.

Italy coach John Davison
emotional after historic win

Mosca brothers Justin and Anthony gave Nepal little
cheer as they knocked off required runs in 12.4 overs

MUMBAI

Nepal fans outnumbered the
Italy fans at the Wankhede
Stadium on Thursday. They
created an atmosphere, were
louder and behind their team,
and cheered every run in the
first innings. But Nepal batters
couldn't thrill them and col-
lapsed in the middle overs to
eventually be all out for 123.

Mosca brothers Justin and
Anthony gave them little to
cheer in the chase as they
knocked off the run in 124
overs with both scoring
unbeaten half centuries. Italy
is known for winning FIFA
World Cups, but on Thursday
then announced themselves
on the World cricket stage.

"Everything went our way
today, and nothing went our
way the other day (against
Scotland). It is a massive win,
and hopefully, we make it to
the front page of newspapers
in Italy, or at least the back
pages. It is a big day for Italian
cricket,” said Italy head coach
John Davison.

Davison, a former Canadian
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Italy’s Ben Manenti celebrates after taking the wicket of

Nepal's Lokesh Bam. PTI

. . Everything went our way today, and nothing

went our way the other day (against
Scotland). It is a massive win, and hopefully, we make
it to the front page of newspapers in Italy, or at least
the back pages. It is a big day for Italian cricket

John Davison, Italy coach

cricketer, comes  from
Australia, and so do the Mosca
brothers Justin and Anthony,
and the Manenti brothers
Harry and Ben. "We have
strong Italian connections.
We bring a different set of
emotions to the field. With

two sets of brothers on the
side, it unites the team more.
We are currently 27, and we
don't like to be there. We
know we are better than that
and have won five of six
games coming into the tour-
nament.”

Chaseis a
versatile
player: Hope

MUMBAI

West Indies have won three
straight T20 World Cup
matches at the Wankhede
stadium, and skipper Shai
Hope, who missed out with
the bat again, was a happy
man at the end of the day
with a 30-run win over
England.

“We won today. There is
something in Wankhede. I'm
just happy that the guys got
off the line. We've been play-
ing some good cricket in
patches. Nice to see we've got
more of a complete game
today," Hope said during the
post-match press conference
on Wednesday.

West Indies made a tactical
one-change against England
by bringing in all-rounder
Roston Chase in place of
Matthew  Forde. Chase
obliged by scoring to take
Windies out of trouble after
they lost two quick wickets.
He then proved an ideal foil to
Gidakesh Moite by picking
2/29 with his off-spin bowling,
“He's a versatile player. With
the bat, he can come in and
stabilise the innings, and with
the ball, he can come and give
some crucial overs.”

Aminul tobein

DHAKA

Bangladesh Cricket Board
chief Aminul Islam says he
will be in Colombo to watch
the India-Pakistan T20

come from the ICC.

"The ICC has taken a deci-
sion. The major stakeholders
of the ICC are these five
Asian countries and for the
India-Pakistan World Cup
match on the 15th, they want
representatives of all five

England were 'too careful’
in the chase, says Brook

Skipper Brook reminds they handled spin well in Sri
Lanka but could not execute on the day of the game

MUMBAI

England had played some
good cricket coming into the
ICC Men’'s World Cup, but
they have fumbled in the first
two games so far at the
Wankhede stadium. They got
closely over the line against
minnows Nepal and lost by 30
runs to West Indies.

Harry Brook-led side had
won T20I series 3-0 in West
Indies, 1-1 in South Africa, 2-0
in Ireland, 1-0 in New Zealand
and more recently 3-0 in Sri
Lanka. England had handled
spin smartly in Sri Lanka but
fumbled against West Indies
on Wednesday and to certain
against Nepal also.

Brook reckoned it may be
due to World Cup pressure
that they were “more careful”
in chase.

“We have handled spin
quite well in Sri Lanka. We
were too careful in chase, me
included. T would have pre-
ferred to get out caught on the
boundary than the way I got
out today. That's part of T20
Cricket. He (Gudakesh Motie)

,

England’s captain Harry Brook plays a shot during the
match against West Indies. P

was probably the main threat
atthe time and I tried to rotate
strike and nudge him on the
legside and get Sam (Curran)
back on strike,” Brook said at
the post match press confer-
ence on Wednesday.

Brook scored 17 off 14 balls
and wasn't able to capitalise
on the bisk starts from Phil
Salt, Jos Buttler and Jacob
Bethell. England lost way in
the middle as West Indies
spinners Motie and Roston
Chase ran through the
middle-order to restrict

England to 166 all out and
secure win by 30 runs in
Group C match. Brooke got a
leading edge and Motie took a
good catch on his own bow-
ling.

"With the power that we
have at the back end, myself
included, T thought T could
have taken a risk a little bit
earlier knowing we still had
Jacksy (Will Jacks), and Jamie
Overton to come in. With that
power and that depth that we
have, we do think we can
chase almost anything.”

| drama |

Colombo for India-Pakistan game

Asked if the meet could be
an opportunity to end ten-
sions with the BCCI, Islam
said, "You can consider it as
something like that."

The BCCI-BCB strife started
after the Indian Board
ordered the release of

have been targeted.
Bangladesh responded by
refusing to travel to India for
their World Cup matches cit-
ing security worries.
However, the ICC, led by
former BCCI secretary Jay
Shah, rejected their con-

body. Their omission led to
the Pakistan government
announcing a boycott of the
game against India as an
expression of solidarity with
Bangladesh. But the impasse
was resolved after the BCB
and the Sri Lankan govern-

& Anusandhan Sansthan World Cup clash on Sunday ~ Asian countries to be present  Bangladesh pacer Mustafizur  cerns, describing the threat ment persuaded Pakistan
Jhmnst, I'rayag.ra]-ZI 1019 where he expects to break at the ground together, Rahman from the IPL pereeption as low to moder-  Prime Minister Shehbaz
SWAMI SHR?E‘erII)GI satyam|  ice with the BCCI after tense  watch the match together contract with Kolkata Knight  ate after its own assessment.  Sharif to withdraw the call.
All disputes of news and exchanges over the past few  and talk to one another," Riders for unspecified Bangladesh were event- Following another round
publication against the weeks. Islam said. "developments all around.” ually replaced by Scotland in  of discussions, ICC decided
AK:&\:?. f::aj':c’:'rmsa"::? ::{sn Speaking to Bangladesh India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, It was widely speculated that  the tournament after refus- not to penalise BCB for its
newspaper 'Pratham Alo’, Bangladesh and Afghanistan  the move was triggered by ing to budge from their posi-  previous stance and also
... T— Islam said the invitation for form the Asian block in the political violence in tion despite lengthy dis- allotted one ICC event to
Mob. 9415235084, 9565333000 the high-profile game has world body. Bangladesh in which Hindus  cussions with the world B'desh in 2028-2031 cycle.
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