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Meja. The five-day sports competition held at
ML Public School in Bagaha, Sirsa area, conclud-
ed on Saturday with great enthusiasm. Prayagraj's
popular Member of Parliament, Ujjwal Raman
Singh, attended the closing ceremony as the chief
guest and encouraged the winning students by
presenting them with trophies, shields, and
medals. During the competition, students show-
cased outstanding performance in various sports
such as volleyball, cricket, badminton, running,
kho-kho, and kabaddi, which was appreciated by
all present.Addressing the students, Chief Guest
Ujjwal Raman Singh said that sports are essential
for the all-round development of children. It not
only develops physical abilities but also strength-
ens mental resilience. He urged the students to
remain active in sports along with their
studies.The school's director, Babita Gupta,
inspired the students to have equal interest in both
studies and sports. The college chairman, Durga
Prasad Gupta, and manager, Ved Prakash Gupta,
encouraged the children to participate enthusiasti-
cally in sports.On this occasion, the college prin-
cipal, Satish Upadhyay, along with teachers Vipin
Shukla, Navdeep Yadav, Kamlesh Sharma,
Prabhanshu Dubey, Rishu Sharma, Neha Gupta,
Pooja Tripathi, Reena Yadav, Savita Shukla, Iti
Singh, Lavlesh Yadav, Mohan Mishra, Vipul
Yadav, Gaurav Pandey, Avinash, Divyanshu
Gupta, Akash Gupta, Bhola Nath Sonkar, Jamuna
Yadav, and a large number of teachers and parents
were present.

Koraon. A 60-year-old man died
after being hit by an uncontrolled
Magic van in Amilia Pal village
under the Koraon police station
area. The incident occurred on
Friday evening around 6 pm
when the elderly man was filling
air in his bicycle. The seriously
injured man succumbed to his
injuries during treatment at 4 am
on Saturday. According to the
information, Shambhu Nath, son
of Raghuveer Prasad (60), a resi-
dent of Amilia Pal village,
Koraon, was filling air in his
bicycle at a shop in the village
on Friday evening. At that
moment, an uncontrolled Magic
van hit him forcefully, running
over his waist before speeding
away. Shambhu Nath was seri-
ously injured in the accident. He
was immediately taken to the

Community Health Center
(CHC) in Koraon, where doctors
provided first aid and then
referred him to the district hospi-
tal. Villagers stopped the acci-
dent-involved Magic van at the
spot and took it into custody. The
deceased, Shambhu Nath, was
also a former area panchayat
member of the village. He has

four sons, namely Surya Prakash,
Akhilesh, Mithilesh, and Tara
Shankar.The police were
informed about the accident.
Taking cognizance of the matter,
the police have started further
legal proceedings. However, the
enraged family members created
a ruckus for several hours at the
CHC in Koraon with the body.

Later in the afternoon, the police
pacified the family and sent the
body for post-mortem. 

Koraon Station House
Officer Rakesh Kumar Verma
said that a case has been regis-
tered against the owner of the
Magic van based on a complaint
filed by the deceased's son,
Surya Prakash.

Koraon. A truck loaded
with timber overturned
after losing control in
Ratyora Karpiya village
under Koraon police sta-
tion area. After the acci-
dent, the timber owner
fled the scene, while the
truck driver remained
present. It is noteworthy
that illegal logging is
rampant in the Khiri
police station area these
days. The timber mafia is
targeting even lush green
trees. According to dis-
cussions among local
residents, indiscriminate
felling of government
trees along the roadside
is also taking place under
the cover of darkness. A
clear example of this was
seen on Saturday morn-
ing in Ratyora Karpiya
village under the Koraon

police station area. A
truck loaded with timber
overturned near a culvert
under construction by the
PWD on the Ratyora
Subhash link road.
According to eyewitness-
es, the truck was fully
loaded with green timber,
including trees of Mahua,
Jamun, and Kauha. The
timber mafia is carrying
out indiscriminate log-
ging in the villages of
Koraon and Khiri police
station areas. There are
also rumors that the
police and forest depart-
ment are involved in this,
receiving monthly bribes
and facilitating the tim-
ber mafia, giving them a
free hand. Former area
panchayat members
Taulan, Wahid Khan,
Vijendra Prasad Singh,

Ramjatan Kushwaha,
Ahmed Ullah, and other
villagers said that trucks
pass through the area
daily. The truck over-
turned at night, exposing
the illegal logging opera-
tion. When contacted
regarding this matter,
Forest Officer Koraon,
Pramod Kumar Singh,
said that this timber
comes from Madhya
Pradesh. The timber is of
the 4/10 size from the
rural area. 

If the truck had-
n't overturned, it would
have escaped. Forest
Officer Pramod Kumar
Singh stated that a fine
of ?25,000 has been
imposed on the truck and
the illegal timber, and the
amount has been recov-
ered.
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Prayagraj. In accordance
with the order dated
February 4, 2026, issued
by the District Magistrate
and Controller of Civil
Defence, Prayagraj,
Manish Kumar Verma, the
appointment and renewal
of 14 members to honorary
positions under the Warden
Service of Civil Defence
Prayagraj, in the
Colonelganj block, has
been carried out. Along
with this, orders for pro-
motions and new postings
within the organization
have also been
issued.According to the
order, L.K. Aherwar,

Deputy Divisional Warden
of Colonelganj block, has
been promoted and
appointed to the vacant
post of Staff Officer to the
Chief Warden. Similarly,
Ashish Bajpai, the Incident
Control Officer posted in
Colonelganj block, has
been appointed to the post
of Deputy Divisional
Warden.
The said orders have been
issued by the Civil
Defence office. Upon
receiving information
about the appointments
and promotions, a sense of
joy was observed among
the officers and members
of the organization.
Deputy Controller of Civil

Defence Neeraj Mishra,
Chief Warden Anil Kumar,
Deputy Chief Warden
Sanjeev Kumar Bajpai,
Assistant Deputy
Controller Rakesh Kumar
Tiwari, Divisional Warden
Dr. Shashank Ojha, along
with wardens and members
from various blocks,
extended their best wishes
to the newly appointed and
promoted officers.The offi-
cers expressed hope that
the new postings and pro-
motions would further
strengthen the efficiency
of the Civil Defence
organization and provide
greater impetus to disaster
management and public
service activities. 

Appointment and Renewal of 14

Wardens in Civil Defence, Promotion

Orders Issued for Officers

Utraon. Late Friday night, in
the Utraon police station area
of ??Prayagraj district, two
motorcycles collided head-on
on the service road of the
Balipur-Nagnathpur National
Highway. In this accident,
Vinod Kumar Patel (28), a res-
ident of Chaka village, died on
the spot. Prashant Kumar and
Himanshu, residents of
Jalalpur Nagnathpur, who were
on the other motorcycle, were
seriously injured. According to
information, the deceased
Vinod was returning from a
wedding ceremony at his
aunt's house in Chirauda, ??in
the Phulpur police station area,
with his sister Ujala Patel and
niece Muskan.Meanwhile, the
injured youths, Prashant and

Himanshu, were going home
after filling up petrol at a
petrol pump. According to
reports, due to sand on the
service road, both motorcycles
went out of control and collid-
ed head-on. Upon receiving
information about the accident,
the Utraon police reached the
spot. The police immediately
admitted the injured to the hos-
pital and took the body into
custody, sending it for post-
mortem examination.Vinod
was a farmer and worked on
married for about a year and a
half. He was the youngest of
three brothers. His parents,
Rajwanti Devi and Kamala
Shankar, and other family
members are devastated by
grief.

Meja. A grand annual day cele-
bration and statue unveiling cere-
mony was held on Saturday at
SD Public School and College in
Ramnagar market area of ??Meja
tehsil. The chief guest of the pro-
gram was Allahabad MP Ujjwal
Raman Singh.The program
began with Ramnagar village
head Sangeeta Yadav and SP
leader Neeraj Yadav honoring
MP Ujjwal Raman Singh by pre-
senting him with a crown. The
MP then inaugurated the pro-
gram by lighting the lamp. On
this occasion, the school students
captivated the audience with
their rendition of Saraswati
Vandana and a welcome song.
During the program, MP Ujjwal
Raman Singh also unveiled the
statues of Bharat Ratna and
'Missile Man' Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar,
and Lord Buddha. Addressing
the students, the MP said that
education is the key to develop-
ment. 
The future of the country can be

bright only through education,
therefore, quality education is
extremely important for children.
During this time, he targeted the
Yogi government of the state,
saying that the standard of the
education system has declined
under the BJP government and
only deception is being done in
the name of education. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Ramnagar village head Sangeeta
Neeraj Singh and Pankaj Yadav.
The school's founder, Yashwant
Singh, honored the children with
medals and expressed his grati-
tude to all the guests. 
The program concluded around 5
pm. On this occasion, thousands
of people were present, including
Dilawar Singh, Block Pramukh
Raj Kumar Yadav, former
Chairman Sirsa Pappu Yadav,
Anshu Singh, Vishal Patel, Atul
Yadav, Sanjay Pradhan, Raksha
Mantri Yadav, Vimlesh Yadav,
Suraj Mahi, Ashish Kumar,
Vivek Kumar, Nihal Yadav, and
Alok Mishra.
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Kaushambi. In Purab Sharira,
under the Paschim Sharira
police station area, a woman
was shot dead in the chest with
a rifle inside her house last
night. After the woman's death,
her family members took her to
the hospital where doctors
declared her dead. After the
woman's death, her family
members told the police a fabri-
cated story, claiming she was
mentally ill and had committed
suicide.  Hearing the sound of
the gunshot, local residents
rushed to the scene. The inci-
dent was reported to the police
station.  Police officers, includ-
ing senior officials, arrived at
the scene and, after inspecting
the crime scene, took the
woman's body into custody and
sent it for post-mortem exami-
nation. The way the family
members are claiming that the
woman shot herself in the chest
with a rifle and committed sui-
cide is not possible. It seems

impossible to commit suicide
by shooting oneself in the chest
with a rifle, making this a very
serious case of murder, and a
thorough investigation is need-
ed to expose the culprit.
According to reports, Karan
Singh Patel, a resident of
Panchambha village in the
Paschim Sharira police station
area, had been living in Purab
Sharira with his wife for sever-
al years.  Around midnight,
people in the area heard a loud
gunshot coming from their

house in Purab Sharira and
rushed to the scene. When the
villagers arrived, Karan Singh
Patel told them that his wife
had shot herself in the chest
with a rifle, resulting in her
death. The blood-soaked
woman was taken to the district
hospital by her family mem-
bers, where doctors declared
her dead. The woman's husband
claims that she was suffering
from a mental illness and com-
mitted suicide by shooting her-
self in the chest with a rifle.

However, people from both
Purab Sharira and Panchambha
village have denied that the
woman suffered from any seri-
ous mental illness.  Upon hear-
ing about the woman's death
late at night, hundreds of peo-
ple from the town gathered at
the scene. Most people
expressed suspicion regarding
this apparent suicide. The mat-
ter was reported to the police.
Upon receiving information
about the woman's death, the
station house officer arrived at
the scene with a large police
force. Police officials also
inspected the crime scene and
took the woman's body into
custody, sending it for post-
mortem examination. The
police say that all aspects of the
incident are being thoroughly
investigated, and the truth will
come to light after a complete
investigation.  Meanwhile,
experts say that it is impossible
for someone to shoot them-
selves in the chest with a rifle
in this manner.

Woman shot dead in the chest
with a rifleAttempts to portray 

it as a suicide begin

Education Standards Have
Declined Under the BJP

Government: Ujjwal Raman 

Young Man Dies in Tragic
Motorcycle Accident

Five-Day Sports Competition

Concludes at ML Public School

Forest Officer Imposes 25,000 Fine on

Truck Carrying Illegal Timber
Uncontrolled Magic van runs over

elderly man, killing him
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Prayagraj: A comprehensive griev-
ance redressal day was organized
on Saturday at the Karchhana
Tehsil under the chairmanship of
District Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma. The District Magistrate
strictly instructed all concerned
officers that any kind of negligence
or indifference in resolving public
grievances would not be tolerated.
He directed them to resolve the
complaints in a timely and qualita-
tive manner. On this occasion, he
inspected the stalls set up by vari-
ous departments in the Tehsil prem-
ises, gathering information about
their respective schemes and pro-
grams. He directed the officers of
the concerned departments to wide-
ly publicize the schemes and ensure
that eligible people benefit from
them. On this occasion, the District
Magistrate also performed the baby
shower ceremony for 3 women and
the first solid food ceremony for 2
children under the Poshan Abhiyan
(Nutrition Campaign) at the Tehsil.
He also obtained information about
the vaccinations given to pregnant
women. On the occasion of the
comprehensive grievance redressal
day, the District Magistrate listened
to public grievances and directed
the officers of the Revenue, Police,
Health, and other concerned depart-
ments to conduct on-the-ground
investigations of the cases and

resolve the complaints in a qualita-
tive and timely manner. He also
directed that strict action be taken
against the concerned officer if
there is any delay in the timely
investigation, action, and resolution
of the applications and problems.
The District Magistrate directed the
Revenue Inspectors and Lekhpals
(village accountants) present at the
grievance redressal day to resolve
public grievances quickly and with
quality.The District Magistrate said
that the resolution of public griev-
ances is one of the top priorities of

the government, and any kind of
negligence or indifference in this
regard is unacceptable. He also
instructed that feedback be taken
from the complainants and that they
be satisfied with the resolution of
their complaints. The District
Magistrate has directed that the
complaints regarding inheritance,
illegal encroachment, and other
issues raised at the grievance
redressal day be resolved expedi-
tiously. The District Magistrate
instructed that separate lists of the
applications be prepared and the

concerned officials be directed to
take necessary action. Akhilesh, son
of Ganesh Shankar, a resident of
Patulki village, Karchhana tehsil,
who came to the grievance redres-
sal day with his complaint, alleged
that a co-sharer had illegally
encroached upon his share of land.
The District Magistrate directed the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate and the
Station House Officer to jointly
investigate the matter and resolve
the problem according to the rules.
Ramesh Kumar, son of the late
Bhailal, a resident of Hinauta

Mahori village, complained that
some villagers had illegally demol-
ished a structure on his land and
forcibly occupied it. The District
Magistrate directed the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate and the
Station House Officer to jointly
investigate the matter and ensure
legal action is taken. Udaybhan
Pratap Singh, a resident of Chandi
village, complained that another
person's name had been illegally
included in the land record (kha-
toni) of the land he had purchased,
and that an incorrect inheritance
entry had been made. The District
Magistrate directed the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate to investigate
the matter and take strict action
against those responsible. Thakur
Prasad, a resident of Panasa
Uparhar village, complained that
the revenue inspector was neglect-
ing his duty in carrying out the
demarcation of land boundaries.
The District Magistrate directed the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate and the
Assistant Commissioner of Police
to jointly ensure legal action is
taken in the matter. Similarly,
Ramdhan, son of Mohan Lal, a res-
ident of Akodha, complained that a
criminal from his village was pre-
venting him from plowing and sow-
ing his land. The District
Magistrate directed the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate to investigate
the matter and ensure action is
taken according to the law.

Petitioner Sanjeev Kumar, a resi-
dent of village Mahori, submitted
an application regarding the
removal of illegal constructions
carried out by influential persons
on the village's government thresh-
ing ground and newly fallow land.
The District Magistrate instructed
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate to
remove the illegal encroachments
from the government land and
secure it.  A total of 208 complaints
were received at the complete
grievance redressal day held at
Karchhana Tehsil, including 166
related to the Revenue Department
and Revenue Court, 8 from the
Development Department, 22 from
the Police Department, 8 from the
Electricity Department, and 4 from
other departments. Of these, 11
complaints were resolved on the
spot. The District Magistrate
instructed the officers of the con-
cerned departments to receive the
remaining complaints today itself
and resolve them in a timely and
qualitative manner within the stipu-
lated timeframe. The District
Magistrate cautioned all concerned
officers, stating that the complaints
must be resolved within the pre-
scribed time limit. Joint Magistrate
Bharti Meena, City Magistrate
Vinod Kumar Singh, District
Development Officer G.P.
Kushwaha, and other concerned
officers were present on this occa-
sion.

District Magistrate directs quality and timely resolution

of complaints received at the grievance redressal day
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Prayagraj. A meeting of all
judicial officers was held
on Saturday in the District
Court auditorium to ensure
the success of Mediation
Campaign 2.0, which is
being conducted under the
directions of the National
Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi, and the Uttar
Pradesh State Legal
Services Authority. The
meeting was presided over
by the Honorable District
Judge, Prayagraj.During
the meeting, the Honorable
District Judge informed
that the period for refer-
ring identified cases for
mediation has been
extended by 15 days. Now,
identified cases can be
referred for mediation
from February 1, 2026, to
February 15, 2026. He
directed that as many cases
as possible from all courts
and subordinate courts in
Prayagraj district should
be referred to the media-

tion center for resolution
through conciliation and
settlement.On this occa-
sion, the Secretary of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Prayagraj, Mr.
Shashi Kumar, appealed to
all judicial officers to send

more and more case files
to the mediation center so
that the parties can receive
quick and accessible jus-
tice.
The officers present at the
meeting were also given
necessary instructions to

make the mediation
process effective and to
achieve the campaign's
goals in a timely manner.
This information was pro-
vided by the Secretary,
District Legal Services
Authority, Prayagraj. 
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Prayagraj, Handia. Under the
guidance of the State Drinking
Water and Sanitation Mission, a
grand water dedication ceremo-
ny was organized on Saturday in
Manikpur Gram Panchayat of
Handia development block. The
Bhadohi MP inaugurated the
water tank installed in the prem-
ises by cutting the ribbon.
Following this, water was sym-
bolically poured from a small

pot into a larger one and dedi-
cated to the village
head.Manikpur Gram Panchayat
has a total population of 1838,
with 403 families residing there.
Under the scheme, all houses
have been provided with tap
connections, and currently, each
household receives a supply of
pure drinking water three times
a day. A total of 11.46 kilome-
ters of pipeline has been laid in
the village, covering the entire
Gram Panchayat area with water

supply.This ambitious project
cost a total of Rs. 191.03 lakhs.
To ensure uninterrupted water
supply, a sufficient number of
solar panels have been installed
in the premises, along with a
generator, so that the water sup-
ply is not affected even in case
of power outages.The ADM
Namami Gange, Block Head of
Handia, Executive Engineer of
Jal Nigam, District Coordinator,
and Chief Engineer of Jal
Nigam were present at the pro-

gram. Officials informed that
the implementing agency will
maintain the scheme for the next
ten years.A large number of vil-
lagers, engineers from Jal
Nigam, and officers and
employees of the implementing
agency L&T were present at the
water dedication ceremony. The
villagers expressed their happi-
ness over the successful imple-
mentation of the scheme, calling
it a major step towards health
and sanitation.

Water Dedication Ceremony: MP Inaugurates Water Tank,

Manikpur Village Receives Uninterrupted Water Supply
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Saidabad. Shashwat
Mishra of Rasulpur village
in the Saidabad area has
brought honor not only to
his family but to the entire
region by securing the
Junior Research
Fellowship (JRF) in the
UGC NET examination.
He achieved this signifi-
cant success by scoring
77.29 percentile in
Sociology. As soon as the
news of his achievement
spread, an atmosphere of
joy and pride prevailed in
the area.Coming from an
ordinary middle-class fam-
ily, Shashwat Mishra did
not compromise on his
goal despite limited
resources and financial
difficulties. He made self-
study his greatest support.
He studied regularly for 5
to 6 hours every day,
preparing through the
internet, standard books,
and previous years' ques-
tion papers. A strong grasp
of the basic concepts of
the subject became the
biggest reason for his suc-
cess.With the JRF,
Shashwat will now have

the opportunity to pursue
a Ph.D. at prestigious uni-
versities in the country. In
addition, he will also
receive a fellowship from
the central government for
his research work.
Shashwat wishes to con-
tribute positively to socie-
ty by conducting research
on important topics in the
field of sociology such as
caste, social inequality,
education, politics, and
gender.His father, Ramesh

Chandra Mishra, and
mother, Shashi Mishra,
expressed their happiness
at his achievement and
attributed his success to
his hard work. Teachers
and dignitaries of the area
have also congratulated
Shashwat. People say that
his success is an example
for the youth of the rural
area and proves that any
goal can be achieved with
dedication and continuous
effort.

Hard Work Leads to Success:

Shashwat Mishra Brings Honor by

Securing JRF in UGC NET Exam

Mediation Campaign 2.0: Refer

Identified Cases by February 15th

A total of 208 cases were heard at the grievance redressal day, and 11 cases were resolved on the spot.The District

Magistrate performed the baby shower ceremony for 3 women and the first solid food ceremony for 2 children under

the Poshan Abhiyan (Nutrition Campaign)

He achieved this significant success by scoring 77.29
percentile in Sociology
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“Cacio pepe” is a pasta dish
that has come to signify typical
Roman cuisine over time. It is,
however, in its simplicity, the
witness of millennial trade
between India and Italy, the
will and need to connect the
Mediterranean with the Red
Sea and the Indian Ocean.
Cacio, or pecorino romano, is a
cheese that has been tradition-
ally made in the agro romano,
the farmland controlled and
influenced by Rome. The pepe,
or pepper (both longum and
nigrium), increased in popular-
ity in Rome around 30 BC, and

eventually over 70 per cent of
Roman recipes required the
use of Indian pepper. This sim-
ple dish stands for the impor-
tance of the trade and trade
routes between India and
Europe (and Italy), which have
been strategically important
for over 2,000 years. The first
major change in these trade
routes was when
Constantinople became the
hub for trade between Europe
and India, once Egypt fell to
Islam. The fall of
Constantinople to the
Ottomans in 1452 started the

race between European pow-
ers to find a new route to India.
Vasco da Gama, in 1498, “dis-
covered” a longer route
around the Cape of Good
Hope, landing again in Kerala,
from where the Romans used
to load their pepper. The third
change was the actual creation
of the Suez Canal, which
brought back the Roman
route. Only this time were the
Mediterranean and the Red
Sea finally connected, rather
than shipping goods to
Alexandria by land and barge
from Berenice. The persistence

with which Europe has pur-
sued its links with India, even-
tually leading to European
colonisation of India and the
Indo-Pacific, has demonstrated
the importance of the Europe-
India trade routes. 
The India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC),
launched during the G20 in
New Delhi in September 2023,
only tried to politically secure
this trade route by including
countries that the United
States-New Delhi partnership
viewed as politically safe and
strategic.

At a media event organised by a leading Indian
newspaper in New Delhi, EAM Jaishankar
responded to a junior Chinese dipomat, stating,
‘I think it’s in our common interest that we
should not have that many forces on the LAC,
it’s in our common interest that we should
observe agreements that we have. And today,
it’s not just in common interest. I believe it’s in
China’s interest as well.’ Image: PTI
It is not always that a diplomat from one coun-
try shoots a question to a veteran from a pur-
portedly ‘adversarial nation’. It is even more
rare if the question is fired at the foreign minis-
ter of that adversarial nation, that too, a person
with long years as a career diplomat, including
a stint in the country of the junior diplomat —
and at a public function, to boot. The fact is
that Chinese diplomats do not say or do things
without express instructions from HQ. Such a
rarity occurred at a media event organised by a
leading Indian newspaper in capital New Delhi
the other day. The questioner was Zhou
Yongsheng, political counsellor at the Chinese
embassy in New Delhi. The respondent hap-
pened to be Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
India’s External Affairs Minister (EAM), who has
been increasingly acknowledged as a key inter-
national interlocutor, of course representing his
government and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The question was on how China and
India, as ‘important neighbours’, could find
common interests and be partners instead of
being rivals, Pat came the reply: ‘I think it’s in
our common interest that we should not have
that many forces on the LAC, it’s in our com-
mon interest that we should observe agree-
ments that we have. And today, it’s not just in
common interest. I believe it’s in China’s inter-
est as well.’ The EAM did not stop there. He
referred to the strong troop presence on either
side of the LAC for four years now, and had this
to say: ‘The tension has not served either of us
well. So the sooner we resolve it, I genuinely
believe it’s good for both of us. And I’m still
very much committed to finding a fair, reason-
able outcome. But one which is respectful of
agreements, which recognises the LAC, and
doesn’t seek to change the status quo.’
Jaishankar made an even more pointed obser-
vation on domestic politics and border dis-
putes. When asked if the Modi leadership
would get more empowered to talk on the
issue with more seats in the current Lok Sabha
elections, He was reported to have said: ‘To
me, the territory of India and the fairness of a
boundary solution has nothing to do with how
many seats. Either it’s a good deal or not a
good deal. The issue today is not whether you
have a political majority or not. It is whether
you have a fair deal on the table, that is the
issue.’ With this in a succinct way, the minister
underscored how the border dispute with
China was a ‘national concern’ for India, inde-
pendent of whoever ruled and whichever party
had whatever majority in Parliament. At the
event in which envoys of Australia, Bhutan,
Germany, Indonesia and Nepal, among diplo-
matic representatives from many other coun-
tries participated, he disclosed how he has
remained in touch with his Chinese counter-
part, Wang Yi, whom he has known for many
years, on many of these issues. ‘We have been
constantly in touch. Even on the morning after
the Galwan incident, he was the person I spoke
to,’ Jaishankar said, reiterating the present situ-
ation at the LAC was ‘very tense and danger-
ous’. Ironically, China purportedly waved
the proverbial olive branch or at
least an olive leave, if that was it,
days after raising objections to
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to
Arunachal Pradesh, the whole
of which is in India’s posses-
sion but which Beijing claims
as its own.

Once Sri Krishna went to his
mother and said, “Maa,
why is my complexion dark
and blue while my beloved
Radha’s complexion is so
clear and beautiful? Radha
teases me for my blue com-
plexion.” Upon this, Maa
Yashoda said, “O Krishna, in
deep love and friendship,
colour of skin has no mean-
ing, because love and
friendship have a range of
colours in them, and more-
over, why don’t you go and
put some colours on
Radha’s face and let her put
some colours on your face,
so that both of you become
the same coloured one?
Then nobody will tease you,
and then you both will look
the same.” Hearing this, Sri
Krishna joyfully went out
and coloured his beloved
Radha with so many beauti-
ful colours, and Radha too
poured all the colours on
Sri Krishna. All the beloved
Gopi’s (friends and devo-
tees) of Sri Krishna also
joined this amazing event.
Everyone started pouring
colours on each other, and
soon they all started to look
the same.
At that moment, all outer
differences vanished, and
they all experienced a deep
sense of oneness with their
beloved Krishna. This was
the start of one of the most
loved and joyful festivals of
colours in Bharat, which we
know as Holi. This is the fes-
tival of divine love and
friendship, of realising our
joyful oneness, and of
spreading this joy and
sense of oneness that we

feel in our hearts to the
world out there.
When we look around, it
feels like we have created a
very comfortable life that is
materially rich, filled with
entertainment media, tech-
nology, and everything else
that can make our physical
life easy and comfortable,
but that has not provided
us with much joy. In fact, in
the name of growth and
development, we have
actually created a very ‘joy-
less society’. Humans are
not happy; there is a sharp
rise in all kinds of mental
ailments across the world,
and people are living mate-
rially rich but inwardly
lonely lives.
The rise in the number of
hospitals, old age homes,
orphanages, crime rates,
and prisons is proof that we
have succeeded in creating
an utterly ‘Joyless society’.
In a society where love and
friendship are losing their
meaning, where purpose is
lost, hope is gone, mean-

ingfulness is hard to find,
and where even the youth
are becoming increasingly
joyless, Holi brings some
respite. 
This joylessness is life-
negating; this is not the life
that our ancestors wanted
us to create. But maybe Sri
Krishna knew about this
kind of possible future,
where humans will start to
live in their own self-creat-
ed misery. That is why,
thousands of years ago,
Bhagwan Vishnu ji took an
incarnation on earth as Sri
Krishna to give us this mes-
sage and a secret formula
through numerous Leela’s
(divine playfulness) that life
means divine love and
friendship, which is equal
to joy. 
As humans, we experience
a range of thoughts and
emotions. Every thought
and each emotion has the
tone of a certain colour
matched to it. Some of
them are life-negating and
dark, like fear, anger, jeal-

ousy, and hatred, and some
are really life-affirmative
and light, like love, friend-
ship, compassion, and
appreciation. The beauty of
human incarnation is that
we can choose which
colour we want to inculcate
in our lives. Remember,
whichever colour of
thoughts and emotions we
have, we will be able to give
only that colour to people
around us. If we are con-
stantly delving into the life-
negating colours within
ourselves, then we will be
able to share only those
colours with others. It is
because we can only give
what we have. So, think
deeply, feel clearly, and
choose mindfully which
colours of thoughts and
emotions you want to
choose and grow in your
life.
If we can look at the inner
heart of any person, we will
see that everybody wants
to experience the light and
life-nourishing colours of

love, friendship, compas-
sion, and appreciation. We
all want these colours from
our relatives, but our
expectations of them will
never be fulfilled unless we
start to give them out to
the world. Also, we must
surround ourselves with
people who have devel-
oped the capacity to paint
the world with such beauti-
ful, life-enriching colours.
Along with this, one of the
most effective ways to culti-
vate these colours in our
lives is to start to appreci-
ate the diversity of actual
colours in nature. Just look
around and see that on a
single tree, a variety of
shades of green are on its
leaves. Nature continuously
shows us abundant diversi-
ty and eternal unity amidst
this diversity. Let us learn
this from nature. Then, let
us start to appreciate the
light and life-nurturing
colours of thoughts, emo-
tions, and behaviours in
people around us. The
more we appreciate such
colours in others, the more
we will be able to absorb
and cultivate these colours
in our own lives too.
Holi is the divine festival of
joy. 
Today on Holi, let us
remember this beautiful
message of Sri Krishna and
colour our lives and the
lives of our friends and
loved ones with the colours
of divine joyfulness. Only
then will our lives have
some meaning, hope, and,
above all, shades of divine
love and friendship.

On 19 December 2023,
writing for gCaptain,
Mike Schuler reported
The European Union
Naval Force (EUNAV-
FOR) was continuing to
closely monitor the sit-
uation of the hijacked
Maltese-flagged MV
Ruen in cooperation
with local Somali
authorities. The ship
was en route from
Gwangyang, South
Korea, carrying a cargo
of metals, was hijacked
on the morning of 14
December in the Indian
Ocean at approximate-
ly 680 nautical miles
(1,260 kilometres), east
of Bossaso, Somalia. At
this stage the exact
demands, motivations
etc., of the hijackers
were unknown.
EUNAVFOR flagship, a
Spanish Navy ship ESPS
Victoria was dispatched
to gather more infor-
mation and evaluate
future action in con-
junction with other
naval ships in the area.
Victoria remained with
MV Ruen and entered
Somali waters some-
where between Eyl and
Xaafun peninsula in
Somalia (normal hijack
area). With the help of
Somali authorities, it
was confirmed that MV
Ruen had been hijaked.
Thus, this became the
first successful hijack-
ing involving Somali
pirates since 2017. It
may be recalled that an
earlier attempt by five
Somali pirates was
thwarted by India Navy.
On 15 December an
Indian Navy P8 I
Maritime Patrol
Aircraft arrived in the
area and established
contact with the crew

who were safely locked
up in a citadel. Victoria
was joined by the
Japanese naval ship
Akebono and the
Indian Navy destroyer
INS Kochi on 16
December. It is impor-
tant to remember that
these hijacking
attempts come amid
the broader maritime
security situation in the
Red Sea as Yemen-
based Houthis target
commercial ships in the
region in support of
Hamas in Gaza. Later,
the pirates broke into
the citadel and took
the crew hostage. One
of the crew was evacu-
ated for a medical
emergency. MV Ruen is
being managed by
Bulgaria’s Navigation
Maritime Bulgare. The
Somalian government
permitted the shadow-
ing of Ruen even within
their territorial waters.
Victoria was using its
UAV, Scan Eagle to
obtain situational
awareness by collecting
data on the hijacked
vessel. However, MV
Ruen left this area for
some logistics and
other replenishment. It
was not under the con-
trol of the crew.

MV Ruen after having
been taken over by
pirates would have

been used as a mother
ship for other piracy
attempts as had been
the trend. INS Kolkata
replaced INS Kochi dur-
ing the movement of
MV Ruen. And then the
next 40 hours of
actions will go down in
the history of anti-pira-
cy/hijacking operations
as a text and standard
operating procedure
worth emulation by the
navies of the world.
When INS Kolkata
began the operation
the MV Ruen was
almost 2,600 kilome-
tres (1,400 nautical
miles) from the Indian
coast. Calibrated
actions of INS Kolkata
were supported by INS
Subhadra, a high alti-
tude long endurance
unmanned aerial vehi-
cle, P8 I maritime
patrol aircraft and
MARCOS (Marine
Commandos) air-
dropped by a C17 air-
craft of the Indian Air
Force. These actions
had become necessary
since the pirates had
opened fire on the war-
ship INS Kolkata while
they were being
warned to surrender or
face consequences.
The actions taken by
the Indian Navy were
under international
law, i.e., in self-defence
and to counter pira-

One of the most inter-
esting and debated
Congressional testi-
monies in recent years
was surely that of State
Department Donald Lu,
Assistant Secretary of
State in the State
Department. That was
not just on social media,
but in the House itself.
The chair commented
on the number of
Congressmen at the
hearing, while there
were clearly a large
number of Pakistanis in
the audience. It’s not
just that Donald Lu was
the ‘accused’ in the con-
spiracy theory launched
by Imran Khan,which
involved slinging out
Khan, allegedly because
he decided to visit
Moscow. It’s that the
hearing occurs just after
one of the most ‘select-
ed’ elections even
Pakistan has ever seen.
It had some unusual fea-
tures, to say the least.
This was an important

testimony for the pres-
ent government in
Islamabad and the
Pakistani military, and
they were preparing for
it in their separate ways.
Days before, a Cabinet
committee on energy
cleared the construction
of a section of pipeline
to connect to the
(already constructed)
Iran pipeline, which had
been in the works since
2013 but stalled due to
US sanctions. According
to Lu’s testimony ,
Pakistan did not ask for a
waiver, and there is no
indication at all that they
have the money for it,
but that move alarmed
Congressmen anyway
and led to a directive to
‘engage’ Pakistan on the
issue. Second, days earli-
er, air strikes were con-
ducted against
Afghanistan border
areas in reaction to an
alleged attack against its
own soldiers. Pakistani
officials went on record

to talk of attacks on ‘safe
havens’ for terrorists in
Afghanistan, which is as
ironic as it can get, given
that the US has identi-
fied at least 12 designat-
ed terrorist groups oper-
ating inside Pakistan.
But the strike became an
add-on to the narrative
of ‘Pakistan in danger’.
Also active were a raft of
Imran Khan supporters
who booed and called
out Donald Lu as a liar
time and again, until
they were removed
from the House. In other
words, this was domes-
tic politics being played
out on US soil. Donald
Lu’s testimony was a
model of bureaucratic
caution. 
He praised the Pakistani
people fully but con-
demned attacks in the
run-up to the elections,
restrictions on the inter-
net, and that a well-
known watchdog had
been denied access to
half the constituencies.

Why Donald Lu’s Pak testimony in the US

Congressional hearing is significant

Did a junior Chinese diplo-

mat wave Beijing’s ‘olive

branch’ at EAM Jaishankar?

How EU-India FTA, IMEC are fundamental to

saving Europe from Chinese dominance

Holi: Fpsestival of joy in material

Rescue of MV Ruen by

Indian Navy
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Bahraich

A farewell and felicitation ceremony was organized
by teachers for Farid Ahmed, a non-teaching staff
member working at the Block Resource Center
(BRC) Jarwal Road under Jarwal Development
Block, upon his retirement after reaching the super-
annuation age.At the ceremony held on Wednesday
in the BRC auditorium, Block Education Officer
Arvind Bahadur Singh presented the retiring
employee with a garland of flowers, a shawl, gifts
and a memento and wished him good health and a
bright future.On this occasion, teachers from vari-
ous schools praised his service and described him as
a dedicated, disciplined and friendly employee. The
Block Education Officer said that Farid Ahmed dis-
charged his departmental duties with complete hon-
esty, integrity and dedication during his nearly 30
years of service, for which the Basic Education
Department will always be grateful.At the end of
the program, the BEO of Jarwal, showing his
humane side, respectfully dropped the retiring
employee to his residence in his personal
vehicle.The ceremony was attended by teachers Asif
Ali, Obaidur Rahman, Akhand Pratap Singh, Mohd.
Arif Hashmi, Khaliquzzama, Shailendra Pratap
Singh, Vinay Srivastava, Vinay Kumar Singh,
Shailendra Verma, Adnan Shakir, Suresh Saroj,
Manish Maurya, Raman Shukla, Deepbhan Singh,
Omprakash Awasthi the president and secretary of
the Retired Teachers Association along with Taskir
Ahmed, Mufid Ahmed, Faraz Ahmed, office assis-
tants Pawan Kumar, Jaiprakash Yadav, Arvind
Kumar and many other teachers from the develop-
ment block.

Heartfelt Farewell Given to
BRC Employee on Retirement

Bahraich

Arrangements will be made
to transport devotees and
workers from the Payagpur
assembly constituency to the
Rashtra Katha Mahotsav,
which will be held from
January 1st in Nandini
Nagar, Nawabganj, Gonda
district, using 100 buses
daily. This information was
given by MLA Subhash
Tripathi.In this regard an
important meeting was held
at the Payagpur assembly
office with workers from the
Payagpur, Visheshwarganj
and Dhanuhi blocks. The
meeting was chaired by
MLA Subhash Tripathi.It
was decided in the meeting

that devotees and workers
would be transported to the
festival venue from each vil-
lage by at least one bus.
This will ensure organized
and effective participation
from the area.
Responsibilities were
assigned at the block, sector
and booth levels and neces-
sary instructions were given
to the coordinators.

Addressing the workers,
MLA Subhash Tripathi said
that events like the Rashtra
Katha Mahotsav strengthen
national spirit, cultural
awareness and social unity.
He said that increasing pub-
lic participation is the
responsibility of every work-
er and everyone must work
in coordination.
The meeting was attended

by MP representative
Kamlesh Singh, former
Block Chief Sachchidanand
Pathak, Block President
Vishnu Dayal Chauhan,
Santosh Gautam along with
many sector coordinators
and a large number of
prominent workers.
Everyone pledged to work
together to make the pro-
gram historical and success-
ful.
Finally, the workers were
appealed to conduct public
outreach in their respective
areas and encourage as
many devotees as possible to
participate in the Rashtra
Katha Mahotsav, so that this
event can be successful and
memorable.

Barabanki

The Anti-Narcotics
Task Force (ANTF),
Barabanki, carried out
a major operation
against drug trafficking
and arrested two active
traffickers. The
accused have been
identified as Ankur
Shivhare (35), son of
Ramprakash Shivhare
and Shyam Shivhare
(40), son of
Ramprakash Shivhare,
residents of Rajendra
Nagar locality near
Hanuman Chabutra,
under Kotwali Orai
police station, Jalaun
district. A total of
81.824 kilograms of

illegal ganja with an
estimated value of
around 41 lakh, was
recovered from their
possession. In addition,
an Alto 800 car, an
Android mobile phone
and ?800 in cash were
also seized. The arrest
was made on
December 30, 2025,
about 150 meters away
from Iglas Pura
Chauraha in the
Kotwali Orai police
station area. In this
connection, a case has
been registered under
the NDPS Act at
Kotwali Orai police
station, Jalaun district
and further legal action
is underway.The opera-

tion was carried out by
the ANTF Barabanki
team, led by In-charge
Inspector Apnuddin,
along with Sub-
Inspector Arvind
Kumar Singh, Suraj
Singh, Purushottam
Vishwakarma, Head
Constable Ved Prakash
Dubey, Alok Singh,
Deepak Kumar, Sunil
Rai, Kaushal Kumar
Yadav, Gaurav Tiwari
and Krishna Kumar
Yadav. The team
received support from
Kotwali Orai police
station, including Sub-
Inspector Ramashankar
Tiwari and Constables
Sanjeev Kumar and
Rajat Singh.

Barabanki

Under the Special Intensive

Revision Campaign–2026

being conducted as per the

guidelines of the Election

Commission of India, the

district administration is

making continuous and

effective efforts to make the

electoral roll more reliable,

transparent and technologi-

cally robust. In this

sequence, on Monday,

District Magistrate and

District Election Officer

Shashank Tripathi honoured

49 Booth Level Officers

(BLO) with certificates of

appreciation for achieving

100 percent mapping in their

respective areas ahead of the

stipulated deadline and

praised their outstanding per-

formance. The honoured

BLO completed the mapping

work in their assigned areas

well before the prescribed

timeline, thereby strengthen-

ing the campaign. Notably,

several BLO who had shown

exemplary performance ear-

lier have also been honoured

by the District Magistrate in

the past. This recognition

reflects not only individual

efficiency but also collective

dedication and strong team

spirit. On this occasion,

Additional District

Magistrate Nirankar Singh

and other officers and staff

were present.

(Goals to Be Achieved

Through Motivation and

Coordination)

Addressing the BLO, the

District Magistrate said that

they should continue to per-

form their duties with the

same commitment, dedica-

tion and sense of responsibil-

ity. He emphasized that the

purification of electoral rolls

is not a routine exercise but

a crucial responsibility that

strengthens the very founda-

tion of democracy.

(Dialogue Based on BLO’

Field Experiences)

During the programme, the

District Magistrate held an

interactive dialogue with all

the honoured BLO. The BLO

shared their practical chal-

lenges faced during field-

work, experiences related to

voter awareness, and sugges-

tions to make the process

more effective. Taking all

suggestions seriously, the

District Magistrate assured

that these would be incorpo-

rated into future strategies.

He said that the experiences

of BLO working at the grass-

roots level play a vital role

in making the campaign sim-

pler more effective and

result-oriented. 

Expressing confidence, the

District Magistrate stated

that through mutual coordi-

nation, team spirit and sus-

tained efforts the district

would not only achieve the

set targets but also establish

new benchmarks of excel-

lence in electoral work.

Commendable Contribution to
Strengthening Democratic

System: 49 BLOs Honoured District Magistrate Dr.
Indramani Tripathi has issued
strict instructions to all depart-
mental officers, warning that
salaries will be withheld if the
satisfaction level on IGRS and
CM Helpline complaints
remains below 70 percent. The
directive was issued during a
review meeting held via Zoom
at the Collectorate. The
District Magistrate directed
officers to improve the quality
of grievance redressal within
the next two days and ensure
timely and effective disposal
of pending cases. He made it
clear that failure to achieve the
prescribed targets would result
in stoppage of salary disburse-
ment. Reviewing preparations
to deal with the cold wave, the
District Magistrate instructed
officials to ensure proper
arrangements for bonfires in
urban areas as well as at the
gram panchayat level to pro-
tect the public from extreme
cold. He also directed that citi-
zens be made aware of pre-
ventive measures to avoid
cold-related illnesses. Taking a
strict stance on healthcare
services, Dr. Tripathi instruct-
ed CHC and PHC in-charges
to remain present at their
respective postings and ensure
uninterrupted medical facili-
ties for all needy patients. He
further mandated compulsory

participation in the daily
Zoom meeting at 10:00 am,
warning that absence would
invite stringent disciplinary
action against the concerned
employees. In view of the
intensifying cold wave, the
District Magistrate empha-
sized ensuring adequate shel-
ter, fodder and care for cattle.
Continuous monitoring of cow
shelters was ordered and offi-
cials were instructed to submit
daily inspection reports to the
Chief Development Officer to
ensure completion of pending
arrangements. 
The District Magistrate also
expressed strong displeasure
over the absence of officials
from the Commercial Tax
Department and the AIG
Stamp office during the Zoom
meeting. He directed that
action be taken against the
concerned officers as per rules
and that the matter be reported
to the government.

Auraiya 

Police have successfully
cracked a murder case
within 36 hours, arresting
the prime accused and
recovering the licensed
firearm used in the crime.
The revelation was made
by Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Bharti on
Wednesday. According to
police, the main accused,
Omji Gupta alias Abhishek
Gupta has been arrested,
and a licensed. 32 bore
revolver along with live
cartridges and an empty
shell have been recovered
from his possession. SP
Abhishek Bharti informed
that on December 29, 2025
Ashok Gupta a resident of
Govind Nagar, lodged a
complaint stating that his
23-year-old son Kishan,
who was working as a con-
tractual employee at the
Nagar Palika Inter College
tubewell, was shot dead
around 9:30 pm inside the
tubewell room. After the
incident, the accused Omji
Gupta, along with his asso-
ciates, rushed the injured
Kishan to the district hospi-
tal and fled from the spot.
Upon receiving informa-

tion, a case was registered
at Kotwali Auraiya police
station. The forensic team
collected evidence from the
crime scene and after com-
pleting legal formalities,
the body was sent for post-
mortem examination.
Senior police officers
inspected the site and
issued instructions for a
swift investigation. Acting
on a tip-off, the police team
arrested the accused at
around 3 am on December
31 near the canal culvert
close to LG Garden.
During the arrest, police
recovered a licensed. 32
bore revolver, three live
cartridges and one empty
cartridge. During interroga-
tion, the accused confessed
that the deceased Kishan
was his friend and that an

argument broke out
between them. In a fit of
rage, he shot Kishan in the
chest using the licensed
revolver he was carrying.
Based on the recovery and
confession, additional sec-
tions of the Arms Act have
been added to the case.
Action is also being initiat-
ed under Section 30 of the
Arms Act against Anoop
Kumar Gupta, the licensed
owner of the revolver. The
criminal history of the
accused is also being veri-
fied. The arresting team
included Station House
Officer Rajkumar Singh,
Inspector Satyaprakash
Singh and Sub-Inspector
Samit Chaudhary (In-
charge, Surveillance
Cell/SOG) along with their
respective teams.

Barabanki

A seminar was organ-
ized by Samta Trust
at Gandhi Bhavan to
pay tribute to former
Union Minister and
socialist leader
Lokbandhu Raj
Narayan on his 39th
death anniversary.
Presiding over the
event, senior
Samajwadi Party
leader Pramod
Vajpayee described
Raj Narayan as a
symbol of struggle
and satyagraha.
Author-journalist and
democracy defender
Dhirendra Nath
Srivastava referred to

him as the true leader
of social justice and
the PDA (Backward,
Dalit, Minority) con-
cept. Samta Trust
founder Rajnath
Sharma said that had
Babu Jagjivan Ram
become Prime
Minister after the
Emergency, the
Janata Party would
not have split. Senior
journalist Anil
Tripathi recalled Raj
Narayan lifelong
struggle for social
harmony.  The semi-
nar was conducted by
Pateshwari Prasad.
Among those present
were SP State
Secretary Humayun

Naim Khan, former
Congress
Organization Minister
Shivshankar Shukla,
CPI State Council
member Randhir
Singh Suman, social
worker Vinay Kumar
Singh, educationist
Ashok Shukla, senior
advocate Shaur Kamil
Kidwai, Jameel-ur-
Rehman, Mrityunjay
Sharma, Irfan
Hussain, Manish
Kumar, Rajesh Yadav,
Satyawan Verma,
Kaleem Khan, Om
Singh, Manish Singh,
Ankit Sharma, Ayush
Yadav, Umesh
Srivastava and sever-
al others.

Bahraich

With the objective of maintaining peace, security
and law & order in the district and to instill a
sense of safety and trust among the general pub-
lic, the Additional Superintendent of Police
(City).Ashok Kumar Singh, conducted a route
march/foot patrol in the city area on Tuesday.The
route march was carried out along major roads
and busy market areas under the jurisdiction of
Kotwali Nagar Police Station with the participa-
tion of police personnel and recruited constables.
During the patrol, the Additional SP inspected
sensitive mixed-population areas, crowded loca-
tions and hotels situated within the urban
limits.He also interacted with local residents and
shopkeepers, assuring them of police vigilance
and encouraging cooperation to maintain peace
and harmony in the city. The initiative aimed to
enhance public confidence and ensure a safe
environment across the city area.

Seminar Held on the Death
Anniversary of Raj Narayan

Route March Conducted to
Strengthen Crime Control

and Public Safety

100 Buses to Depart Daily from Payagpur for

Rashtra Katha Mahotsav: MLA Subhash Tripathi

Friend Shoots Friend After Heated
Argument, SP Abhishek Bharti

Reveals Case Details

ANTFArrests Two Drug Traffickers

with 82 kg of Ganja

Salary to Be Withheld If

IGRS/CM Helpline

Satisfaction Falls Below 70%
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