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Raipur

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, while inau-
gurating the three-day
DGP-IG conference
held in Naya Raipur,
said that the Modi gov-
ernment has provided a
permanent solution to
the problems of
Maoism, the Northeast,
and Jammu and
Kashmir.Organized
drug crime will be
curbed across the coun-
try.He said that these
areas will be developed
at par with other parts
of the country. Shah
stressed the need for
360-degree action
against organized drug
crime spread across the
country. He directed the
state police to take
strict action against
interstate and interna-
tional gangs in collabo-
ration with the NCB.
He said that we must
develop a system that
ensures that narcotics
smugglers and crimi-
nals do not find even

an inch of space in the
country.Amit Shah said
this about Maoist vio-
lence.The conference
discussed important
issues such as internal
security, law and order,
terrorism, Maoism, and
the elimination of nar-
cotics networks. Shah
said that under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, this conference
has emerged as a major
platform for internal
security solutions and
policy
formulation.Referring
to the decisive steps
taken by the central
government to eradi-
cate Maoist violence,
he said that the country

will be completely free
from this problem
before the next DGP-
IG conference. In 2014,
the number of Maoist-
affected districts was
126, which has now
reduced to only
11.India's policing will
be established as the
most modern
systemReferring to the
stringent laws enacted
by the central govern-
ment, Shah said that the
NIA and UAPA laws
have been strengthened
and three new criminal
laws have been imple-
mented.He expressed
confidence that after
the implementation of
these new laws, India's
policing will be estab-

lished as the most mod-
ern system in the
world. Citing the exten-
sive raids conducted

across the country
after the PFI ban as an
example of excellent
coordination between
the central and state
governments, he said
that special attention is
being paid to intelli-
gence accuracy.

Organized drug crime will
be curbed: Amit Shah

New Delhi

Chief Justice Surya
Kant said on Saturday
that judges should
engage in recreational
activities to recharge
themselves. The CJI
stated that judges work
long hours and are
extremely stressful.
Given the nature of
their work, they should
engage in recreational
activities.Recreational

activities include activi-
ties that people engage
in to refresh their body

and mind. These could
include sports, yoga,
meditation, swimming,

or walking. Speaking to
the media at the inau-
gural function of the
All India Judges
Badminton
Championship, the CJI
said that judges should
engage in recreational
activities appropriate to
their age. "Judges'
working hours are long
and their work is stress-
ful. They have to sit for
long hours. Therefore,
all judges should

engage in recreational
activities and make it a
habit. This is essential
for judges to recharge,"
he said. Justice Surya
Kant said, "The large
number of High Court
judges participating in
this championship
shows that they are
conscious about their
health." Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal and Union
Minister Kiren Rijiju

were also present at the
event. This two-day
sporting event is being
held at the Thyagaraj
Sports Complex in
Delhi.Former CJI
Justice BR Gavai and
Justice Vikram Nath
will preside over the
closing ceremony and
prize distribution. The
event is being organ-
ised by former interna-
tional badminton player
Avantika Deka.

CJI Surya Kant described the work of judges as extremely stressful

Nagpur

Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat said during an
event on Saturday that
quarreling or arguing is
not in our country's
nature, and that broth-
erhood and collective
harmony have always
been India's tradition.
Addressing an event in
Nagpur, Bhagwat said
that India's idea of
??nationalism is funda-
mentally different from
the Western one.
"Quarrels are not in our
country's nature."The
RSS chief said, "We
don't argue with any-
one. We stay away
from disputes. Quarrels
are not in our country's
nature. Living together
and promoting brother-

hood has been our tra-
dition." Bhagwat said,
"Other parts of the
world were formed in
conflict-ridden condi-
tions. Once an opinion
is formed there, every
other opinion is reject-
ed. They close the door
to other opinions and
start calling it 'ism.'"
Mohan Bhagwat said
that India's idea of
??nationalism is funda-
mentally different from
the Western interpreta-
tion. He said, "They
(Western countries)
don't understand our
idea of the nation." So
they started calling it
nationalism, but our
idea of a nation is dif-
ferent from the Western
one. Whether it is a
country or not... we
have no differences on
that.

It is not in our nature
to quarrel: RSS chief

Mohan Bhagwat

New Delhi

The server of IRCTC's
Rail Connect app and
official website sudden-
ly went down, bringing
ticket booking to a
complete halt. Millions
of passengers are facing

difficulties booking
new tickets, checking
ticket status, and using
other services due to
the server outage. This
sudden technical glitch
has caused significant
inconvenience to users
planning their travels.

Gorakhpur

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed
officials to ensure that
all work related to the
world-famous Khichdi
Mela, to be held at the
Gorakhnath Temple on
Makar Sankranti, is
completed by December
20th. The safety, con-
venience, and comfort
of the devotees attend-
ing the Khichdi Mela
should be a priority.
Ensure that the devotees

do not face any difficul-
ties. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath held a
review meeting with the
mayor and officials
regarding the Khichdi
Mela preparations in the
Gorakhnath Temple's

auditorium on Saturday
morning. On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
stated that the Khichdi
Mela at the Gorakhnath
Temple is associated
with the faith of follow-
ers of the Sanatan

Dharma not only in
eastern Uttar Pradesh
but also in Bihar, Nepal,
and across the country
and the world. In view
of this, all basic ameni-
ties should be arranged
at the fair to provide
better facilities to the
devotees. The fair will
be broadcast live on
Doordarshan and All
India Radio, allowing
those who are unable to
attend the fair for vari-
ous reasons to partici-
pate virtually.

New Delhi

The national capital,
Delhi, is once again
shrouded in a thick
blanket of toxic smog.
The air quality index
has reached the "very
poor" category in vari-
ous parts of the city,
posing a serious threat
to the health of resi-
dents. According to the
Central Pollution
Control Board, the AQI
level has risen danger-
ously in major areas
like ITO, Ghazipur,
Anand Vihar, and
Dhaula Kuan.Images

from various parts of
the city have emerged,
showing how the toxic
smog has engulfed the
entire city. Visibility
has dropped signifi-
cantly, and people are
experiencing breathing
difficulties in the morn-
ing and evening.AQI

levels in major
areasITO - 345
AQIGhazipur - 358
AQIAnand Vihar - 358
AQIDhaula Kuan - 372
AQILast Friday morn-
ing, a thick blanket of
smog and light fog
enveloped Delhi and its
surrounding areas, dis-

rupting normal life. The
presence of smog in the
sky significantly
reduced visibility, caus-
ing difficulties for peo-
ple in carrying out their
daily activities. A large
number of people were
seen wearing masks
during this time, and
this situation proved
particularly trouble-
some for patients suf-
fering from respiratory
diseases.The air quality
in Delhi has deteriorat-
ed for the past several
days.On Friday, the air
quality index was
recorded at 369.

New Delhi

New fuel efficiency
and emission regula-
tions proposed in India
have sparked a heated
debate within the auto
industry. Several major
car manufacturers,
including Tata Motors,
Hyundai, Mahindra,
and JSW MG Motor,
are strongly opposing
the government's pro-
posed exemptions for
small and light petrol
vehicles. The compa-
nies argue that these

exemptions will create
an imbalance in the
industry and benefit
only one manufacturer,
Maruti Suzuki, poten-
tially harming the
country's electric vehi-
cle goals. The govern-
ment's new draft regu-
lations propose relax-
ing emission standards
for petrol cars weigh-
ing 909 kg or less, less
than 4 meters in length,
and with a 1200 kW
engine capacity. Tata,
Mahindra, Hyundai,
and JSW MG Motor.

Several automakers
object to the proposed

exemption for small cars

Sangrur

Police have registered a case
against 10 members of the
Punjab Roadways, PUN-
BUS, and PRTC Contract
Workers Union, who
protested outside the
Sangrur bus stand on Friday,
under serious charges
including attempt to murder
and obstruction of duty. It is
alleged that the union mem-

bers poured petrol on SHO
Dhuri, Inspector Jasvir
Singh, and set him on fire.
All the accused named in
the case were arrested at the
protest site. In this regard,
SHO Jasvir's statement was
recorded at the City Police
Station, Dhuri, stating that at
8:30 a.m. on Friday, union
officials and workers
blocked government buses
parked inside the bus stand

Punjab: Violence amid strike: Case

filed against PRCTC employees

New Delhi

The National
Investigation Agency's
special court has
extended the remand
period of four accused
in the Red Fort terror
attack case by ten days.
These accused include
Dr. Muzammil, Dr.
Adeel, Dr. Shaheen,
and Mufti Irfan Ahmed,
among others. This
court's decision will
help the investigating
agency further investi-
gate the case and inves-

tigate other possible
links. Following the
completion of the 10-
day remand period, the
NIA produced seven
accused in the Patiala
House Court. The NIA
team is interrogating
Dr. Shaheen.The NIA
team arrived in
Faridabad last Thursday

night with Dr. Shaheen,
who serves as a female
commander of the ter-
rorist organization
Jaish-e-Mohammed.
The team questioned
her at Al Falah
University. Previously,
they had brought Dr.
Muzammil to Faridabad
for questioning.Sources
indicate that the investi-
gating agency may now
bring Dr. Adeel for
questioning as well.
The NIA team brought
Dr. Shaheen to
Faridabad .

The custody of four accused, Shaheen-

Muzammil, has been extended 
New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency's special court has
extended the judicial cus-
tody of gangster Anmol
Bishnoi for seven days. This
significant decision was
made during a special hear-
ing at the NIA headquarters.
Anmol Bishnoi had filed an
application with the court,
expressing fears for his life.
Upon his arrival in India
from the United States, the
NIA team arrested Anmol
and produced him in the
Patiala House Court, where
he was remanded to 11 days'
remand. Anmol Bishnoi,
brother of gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi.

Gangster Anmol
Bishnoi's custody
extended by seven

days

Gorakhpur. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath assured
the people who came to Janta Darshan seeking
financial assistance for the treatment of serious dis-
eases that they should get treatment in upgraded
hospitals without any worry, the government will
provide them with full financial help. Whatever
amount will be spent on the treatment.

Preparations for Khichdi Mela to be
completed by December 20: Yogi 

Children should stay with their parents

after divorce: Supreme Court

Rail Connect app and website servers down,

ticket booking halted! Millions of passengers

Raipur
The second day of the
All India DGP-IGP
Conference, chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah, began on
Saturday morning.
National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval and
top officials from
police and security
agencies across the
country are present.

Meeting continues

on the theme of

Developed India -

Safe India 
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Auraiya

Tension prevailed at the Auraiya grain market

on Thursday after the death of a labourer,

with the family alleging that he was brutally

beaten to death by a grain trader. Enraged rel-

atives placed the body at the mandi gate and

staged a protest, demanding strict action

against the accused. The deceased has been

identified as Jalaluddin, a resident of

Chirhauli village. According to family mem-

bers, Jalaluddin had gone to work at the com-

mission shop of Raghav Gupta alias Pappu in

the grain market. When he did not return

home till evening, the family began searching

for him and later found him lying dead at the

shop. The victim son alleged that the shop

owner assaulted his father severely, leading to

his death and later fled from the spot. Based

on this allegation, the family accused the trad-

er of murder and demanded his immediate

arrest. However, trader Pappu denied the alle-

gations, stating that Jalaluddin had been

working at his shop for the past 15 days and

suddenly fell ill during work. He claimed that

the family took Jalaluddin to the hospital,

where doctors declared him dead. Following

the incident, agitated relatives placed the body

at the mandi gate and blocked movement,

demanding police action. Upon receiving

information, Kotwali In-charge Rajkumar,

along with a police team, reached the spot,

pacified the protesters and initiated a detailed

investigation. Police officials said that the

matter is being probed from all angles and

further action will be taken after the post-

mortem report and inquiry findings.

Labourer Dies at Auraiya
Grain Market, Family

Alleges Murder, Protest
Erupts at Mandi Gate

Auraiya

A 25-year-old man
allegedly died by sui-
cide by hanging him-
self under unknown
circumstances in
Yakubpur village of
the Bela police station
area on morning. The
body was discovered
by children, who
raised an alarm and
immediately informed
the police. The
deceased has been
identified as Jeevan,
son of late Nandlal.
He was a daily wage
labourer and the

youngest among five
brothers—Satendra,
Kallu, Pramod and
Pradeep. According to
information, a recent
death in the family
had occurred at Naila
Katra in Rasulabad,
Kanpur Dehat, where
Jeevan maternal aunt
passed away. The
children of the house-
hold reportedly saw
Jeevan hanging and
alerted the family and
police. On receiving
the information, Bela
Station House Officer
Ganga Das Gautam,
along with Sub-

Inspector Upendra
Kumar, Sub-Inspector
Santosh Kumar and
Sub-Inspector
Birjanand, reached
the spot with the
police team. The body
was brought down,
legal formalities were
completed and the
shav was sent for
post-mortem exami-
nation to Chicholi,
Auraiya.
Police officials stated

that the cause of the
suicide is yet to be
ascertained and fur-
ther investigation is
underway.

Lucknow

The death of Vijay Kumar
Verma, a Shiksha Mitra
and BLO resident of
Sarawan in the Malihabad
area of Lucknow district,
due to a brain hemorrhage
has exposed the state
administrative system and
the chaos of election duty.
Constant phone calls, the
intense pressure of SIR
duty and unplanned work-
load took the life of a
Shiksha Mitra. On Friday,
an Aam Aadmi Party del-
egation met with the vic-
tim's family and learned
about the incident from
his wife, Sangeeta Verma,
on the spot. The delega-
tion offered condolences
and assured them of jus-
tice.Sangita Verma, the
victim, stated that her hus-
band had been under
immense mental stress for
the past several days. She
stated that the administra-
tion neither provided
assistance with his treat-
ment nor did any official
offer condolences after his
death. The government

and administration silence
on this entire matter is
most painful. On this
occasion, delegation
member and Ayodhya
State President Vinay
Patel stated that this is not
an isolated incident. At
least 25 such BLO have
lost their lives across the
country due to the pres-
sure of their duties. This
sends a clear message that
election duty and the SIR
process are not safe for
employees and must be
immediately reconsidered.
The party stated that these
deaths are the result of
negligence, pressure and
an insensitive government
system and will not be
dismissed as a normal
occurrence.State
spokesperson Prince Soni
stated that the pressure of

SIR duty has now become
not a government order
but a death warrant for
employees. He said that
those responsible for
strengthening democracy 
are the ones falling prey
to the system chaos and
pressure. He demanded
the government immedi-
ately fix responsibility,
provide compensation and
review the SIR
process.Lucknow District
President Iram Rizvi stat-
ed that SIR duty is no
longer a responsibility, but
has become an unbearable
pressure imposed on
employees.
He added that this is not

the first incident, and the
government silence is the
ultimate insensitivity.The
Aam Aadmi Party
demanded justice.

Delhi-Jantar Mantar Thousands of drivers
engaged in cab services in Delhi-NCR gath-
ered at Jantar Mantar today and held a peace-
ful but vigorous protest. Drivers allege that
the policies of
foreign compa-
nies like Ola,
Uber and
Rapido are
against their
interests, lead-
ing to a signifi-
cant decline in
earnings, arbi-
trary commissions, lack of security and
unequal fare distribution.Protesting drivers
raised slogans:"Go away, Ola, Uber, Rapido,
take Bharat Taxi–adopt Swadeshi!" The driver
community says that foreign platforms gener-
ate significant revenue through their hard
work, but they do not receive their fair share.
Economic pressure and insecurity have forced
drivers to take to the streets to raise their
voices. The drivers' main demands include a
guarantee of fair and respectable fares,
increasing drivers' share by reducing commis-
sions; implementing a strong and transparent
policy for driver safety and promoting driver-
friendly platforms by encouraging the indige-
nous model, "Bharat Taxi."  The drivers
warned that "Bharat Taxi Take – Swadeshi
Adoption" is not just a slogan, but a fight for
their rights and self-respect. If the problems
are not resolved soon, this movement could
take a larger form in the coming days.

Auraiya

Within just two months of
assuming charge, Auraiya
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Bharti has made a
strong impact through his
modern, firm and justice-ori-
ented policing style. While
his decisive action has creat-
ed fear among criminals, his
approachable attitude and
prompt justice delivery have
significantly increased his
popularity among the people
of the district. After taking
charge on 19 September, SP
Bharti has successfully
cracked several major crimi-
nal cases and ensured the
arrest of hardened criminals,
including through police
encounters. The strict action

has led to a visible decline in
crime, with several offenders
either being sent to jail or
fleeing the district fearing
police action. SP Bharti also
gives top priority to public
grievances. He personally lis-
tens to complainants at his
office with seriousness and
sensitivity, ensuring timely

justice. Under the public
hearing system, he reportedly
spends 6 to 8 hours daily
addressing citizens’ problems,
many of which are resolved
within 24 hours—a practice
that has earned widespread
appreciation. Recently, the
Superintendent of Police was
also seen conducting inspec-
tions on a motorcycle, a
move that drew public atten-
tion and added to his proac-
tive image. He has launched
strong initiatives for women
empowerment, establishing
separate women help desks at
every police station for faster
redressal of women-related
grievances.

Special instructions
have also been issued at all
police stations to ensure

respectful treatment and
quick resolution of problems
faced by senior citizens. To
encourage direct communica-
tion with the public, SP
Bharti has made his official
mobile number public, allow-
ing citizens to reach out
directly with their concerns.
All station house officers
have been directed to func-
tion strictly in accordance
with government guidelines,
intensify routine patrolling
and maintain heightened vigi-
lance during the ongoing
wedding season, particularly
in towns prone to traffic con-
gestion. To maintain law and
order across the district,
CCTV surveillance is being
actively monitored at all
police stations.

Etah

A detailed review
meeting of the Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR) work was held
on Friday at the Aliganj
Tehsil auditorium
under the chairmanship
of Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM)
Jagmohan Gupta.
Booth Level Officers
(BLO) and other con-
cerned staff participat-
ed in the meeting, dur-
ing which the progress
of the work was thor-
oughly reviewed. The
SDM informed that the
SIR work in the tehsil

area is progressing at a
rapid pace and nearly
70 per cent of the work
has been completed so
far. During the review,
it was also reported
that a total of six BLO
have completed their
assigned tasks in full.
Appreciating their per-
formance, the SDM
directed other BLO and
staff to ensure comple-

tion of the remaining
work within the stipu-
lated time frame.
Emphasising the
importance of the SIR
process, the SDM
made it clear that any
kind of negligence
would not be tolerated.
He instructed all offi-
cials to remain actively
engaged in the field
and expedite the pend-
ing work. He further
directed that door-to-
door verification at the
booth level must be
ensured so that there
are no complications in
the upcoming electoral
procedures. 
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Prayagraj. The District
Health Committee (govern-
ing body) meeting conclud-
ed on Saturday in the
Sangam Auditorium under
the chairmanship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma. During the meeting,
the District Magistrate
directed the Medical
Superintendents to work
diligently for the effective
implementation of all pro-
grams run in the district
under the National Health
Mission. Reviewing Janani
Suraksha, the District
Magistrate directed the
Medical Superintendents of
Ramnagar, Bahadurpur,
Kaudihar, Saidabad, and
Dhanupur, the blocks with
the lowest progress, to reg-
ister pregnant women
through ASHAs and ensure
their delivery in govern-
ment hospitals. 

Expressing displeasure
over reports that approxi-
mately 43 percent of preg-
nant women in urban areas
were not reporting their
deliveries compared to the
registered pregnant women,
the District Magistrate
directed private hospitals to
obtain 100 percent delivery
reports. The District
Magistrate directed that
HRP women be identified

and their cesarean deliver-
ies be performed free of
charge at First Referral
Units (FRUs). The District
Magistrate directed the
Chief Medical Officer to
report all maternal deaths,
review them, and take nec-
essary corrective action.
The District Magistrate
directed that publicity activ-
ities be conducted to moti-
vate men to increase their
participation in the family
planning program. The
District Magistrate directed
that the Medical
Superintendent and Deputy
Chief Medical Officer con-
duct surprise inspections
and ensure that disciplinary
action is taken against
CHOs who are absent with-
out notice. 

The District
Magistrate informed all
MOICs that the perform-
ance of some of the ASHAs
assigned to the SIR is

unsatisfactory. The per-
formance of SIRs in all
three assembly constituen-
cies of the city is unsatis-
factory. He asked all the
MOICs to motivate the
ASHAs and speed up the
work and complete the SIR
work within the stipulated
time period, as now only a
short time is left for the
date of submission of forms
under the SIR process. On
this occasion, Chief
Medical Officer Dr AK
Tiwari, all
Additional/Deputy Chief
Medical Officers, all
Chief/Chief Medical
Superintendents/Superinten
dents, Medical
Superintendents, Medical
Officers in Charge of Urban
Primary Health Centres,
SMOs, District Programme
Managers, NHM along with
representatives of allied
departments and institutions
participated.

The District Health Committee

meeting concluded under the chair-

manship of the District Magistrate

Auraiya

The Public Works
Department (PWD) on
Thursday intensified its
drive to remove
encroachments along
the Bilraiyan–Panwadi
highway on Bela Road
in Dibiyapur town by
carrying out fresh
measurements based on
revenue maps and
marking encroached
structures with red
paint. PWD Assistant
Engineer Bharat Vijay
Singh and Junior
Engineer Amit Shukla,
along with their team,
conducted the on-site
survey. Measurements
were taken from the
center of the road up to
11 meters, 12 meters
and at some locations
up to 14 meters on both
sides. Shops and resi-
dential structures found
within the encroached
area were marked with
red signs, creating
panic among property
owners in the locality.
Earlier, the PWD had
already served notices
to owners of about 300
identified shops and
houses falling under

alleged encroachment.
The issuance of these
notices had caused
unrest among traders
and residents. Officials
said the current action
is being carried out in
compliance with orders
passed by the
Allahabad High Court
in Public Interest
Litigation Nos.
255/2019 and 350/2128
(Maan Singh Rajput vs
State of Uttar Pradesh
and Others). The dis-
trict administration is
required to submit its
compliance report
before the High Court.
Assistant Engineer
Bharat Vijay Singh stat-
ed that the marking has
been done strictly as

per the revenue depart-
ment maps in accor-
dance with the High
Court directions.
Executive Engineer
Amar Singh clarified
that although the
department had con-
ducted measurements
earlier as well, the
present demarcation
based on updated rev-
enue records will be
treated as final and all
further action will pro-
ceed on this basis. With
the red markings now
in place, large-scale
demolition action is
expected in the coming
days, intensifying anxi-
ety among shopkeepers
and homeowners in the
affected area.

Youth Found Hanging in Auraiya,

Body Discovered by Children,

Police Send for Post-Mortem

An AAP delegation met
with the family of deceased

BLO Vijay Kumar

SDM Jagmohan Gupta Reviews
SIR Work in Aliganj, 70 Per Cent

Progress Achieved

Drivers protest at Jantar

Mantar, raising voice against

foreign cab companies

PWD Marks Encroachments in

Dibiyapur, Action Planned

Against 300 Shops and Houses

Auraiya SP Abhishek Bharti Instills Fear

Among Criminals, Gains Public Trust

The District Magistrate directed the Medical Superintendents to work
diligently for the effective implementation of all programs run in the

district under the
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Prayagraj. Making the
National Crafts Fair plastic-
free is not just an initiative,
but a responsibility towards
our future. We humbly
request all artisans and visi-
tors to join us in this cam-
paign to protect the envi-
ronment and promote a
clean and green culture by
completely abandoning
plastic. Centre Director
Sudesh Sharma stated this
at a press conference held
on Saturday regarding the
National Crafts Fair. The
North Central Zone
Cultural Centre, Prayagraj,
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, is
once again ready for a
grand gathering of art,
craft, and culture. Under
the "Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat" initiative, the
National Crafts Fair is
being held this year from
December 1 to December
10. This 32nd Crafts Fair is
set to be a major attraction
for the people of Prayagraj,
showcasing the art and cui-
sine of the entire country.
156 stalls from 20 states,
national award-winning
artisans will be the high-
light.
This year's fair will feature

a total of 156 stalls repre-

senting artisans from 20
states. Of these, 129 stalls
will be dedicated to exqui-
site craft products, while 27
will be dedicated to tradi-
tional and delicious
cuisines from various
states.The fair will show-
case a wide variety of craft
products: silk suits from
Karnataka, hand embroi-
dery from Madhya Pradesh,
silk textiles and shawls
from Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, and Bihar, and
Jaipuri quilts. Hyderabad's
famous pearls, Bengal's
paddy jewelry, and stone
jewelry. Handicrafts
include stone carvings,
mosaic glass, and terracotta
pottery from Rajasthan,
brass utensils from
Moradabad, wooden toys,
and deity costumes.
Phulkari and juttis from
Punjab, leather crafts, mats,
dry flowers, and bedsheets
from various states, and
products from Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, and
Chhattisgarh will be on dis-
play. Eight artisans who

have received national
awards for their signature
products (such as Phulkari,
Banarasi sarees, Jamdani
sarees, Chikankari, etc.)
will be key attractions.
Approximately 650 artists
will deliver colorful per-
formances.The fair's cultur-
al stage will be filled with
top and regional artists
from across the country.
Renowned folk singer
Padmashree Malini Awasthi
will open the cultural
evening. Ghazal singer
Bhupendra Shukla and
Qawwali singer Yusuf
Nizami will perform. Poets
and writers will gather. A
special gathering for poets
will be held on December
9th. Regional Arts: Various
folk artists from Assam,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh
will showcase the regional
folk arts of their states.
Sharad Anurag from
Mahoba will sing Alha,
while Anshika Rajotiya will
perform Sufi songs.

Akhand Bharat
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Ghazipur. The Uttar
Pradesh Rural Sports
League, organized by
the Youth Welfare
Department, was inau-
gurated on Friday at
Ashta Shaheed Inter
College in the
Kotwali
Muhammadabad area
of the district. This
mega sports event,
organized under the
Honorable MLA
Sports Competition,
began with the chief
guest, Block Chief
Awadhesh Rai, flag-
ging off the 100-meter
race. District coordi-
nator Rajan Prajapati,
BDO Yashwant
Kumar Rao, District
Youth Welfare Officer
Dilip Kumar, Sports
Officer Arvind Yadav,
social worker Vinod
Rai, and several other
dignitaries were pres-
ent.Over 800 partici-
pants enthusiastically
participated in various

competitions, includ-
ing athletics, team
games, and wrestling,
showcasing their
skills.Key Results of
the Race
CompetitionSub-
Junior Boys100m:
Arun Rajbhar (First),
800m: Brijesh Pal
(First)Sub-Junior
Girls100m: Preeti
Kumari (First)800m:
Vidushi Pandey
(First)Junior
Boys100m: Indrajeet
Pal, 200m: Suraj
Yadav, 400m:
Ramprakash

Chaurasia, 1500m:
Sanjeet Yadav
(First)Junior Girls,
100m: Khushi Giri,
200m and 400m:
Sonamti Kumari
Bind800m: Anshu
(First)Senior Boys,
100m: Angad Kumar
Bharti, 200m:
Radheshyam Bind,
400m: Ankit Yadav,
1500m: Mithilesh
Bind (First)Senior
Girls, 100m: Reena
Kannaujiya (First),
Second: Soni
ChaudharyThird:
Archana, Team

Winners in Volleyball,
Sub-Junior, and
Senior Competitions:
Hata, Junior:
SherpurKabaddi: Sub-
Junior (Boys):
Mohammadabad,
Junior:
TiwaripurSenior:
Raghubarganj, Sub-
Junior (Girls): Amrita
Chauhan and
TeamJunior Girls:
Hata, Kho-Kho (Girls)
Overall Winner: Ashta
Shaheed Inter
College, Junior 57 kg:
Priyanshi Chauhan.
The event concluded

with the college prin-
cipal, Shivshankar
Giri, distributing
prizes to the winning
participants. Nodal
Officer Ravi Shankar
Prasad, Waqar Khan,
Chandrakant Yadav,
Kishanchand, Ajit
Kumar Pandey,
Diwakar Yadav,
Manoj, Pramod, and
Shivanand, along with
many others, were
present. The sports
festival infused new
enthusiasm and ener-
gy among the youth
of the region. 
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Ghazipur. Five notori-
ous wanted criminals
were injured and arrest-
ed in a police encounter
by the Zamania police
team. They recovered a
.32 bore pistol, one
empty .32 bore cartridge,
one live .32 bore car-
tridge, one illegal .315
bore pistol, and one live
.315 bore cartridge. As
part of the ongoing cam-
paign against crime and
criminals, the Zamania
Police Station in-charge
Inspector and Sub-
Inspector Brijeshwar
Yadav, along with their

team, were patrolling
near the Elaichipur
Village Railway Station
when they spotted five
individuals walking at a
high speed from
Elaichipur Village
towards the Zamania
Railway Station. When
an attempt was made to
chase and stop the sus-
pect, the accused Arbaaz

Ali, son of Waliullah,
resident of village
Khijirpur Alinagar,
Police Station Zamania,
Ghazipur, was arrested
and tried to escape by
firing at the police. In
self-defense, the police
team fired back. In this
incident, one accused
Arbaaz Ali, son of
Waliullah, resident of

village Khijirpur
Alinagar, Police Station
Zamania, Ghazipur, was
shot below the knee of
his right leg. One .32
bore pistol, one empty
cartridge of .32 bore and
one live cartridge of .32
bore were recovered
from him. One illegal
country-made pistol of
.315 bore and one live
cartridge of .315 bore
were recovered from the
possession of the second
accused Shamsher Ali,
son of Waliullah, resi-
dent of the above men-
tioned village.
A total of 05 accused

were arrested as per
rules in connection with

the above case. The
injured accused was
immediately sent for
treatment adopting a
humanitarian approach
and four other criminals
were arrested from the
spot. A case has been
registered in connection
with the police
encounter and recovery
and legal action is being
taken. In the encounter
team/arrest team, Police
Station Incharge
Zamania Ram Sajan
Nagar along with his
team and Outpost
Incharge Deoria along
with his team of Police
Station Zamania were
present.
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Kaushambi 
On June 15, 2023, in the

Karari police station area,

a married woman was

strangled to death by her

in-laws for demanding

additional dowry. During

the trial, the court found

the accused guilty of

murder and sentenced

him to 8 years of rigor-

ous imprisonment. The

court also imposed a fine

of Rs. 18,000.

On the infor-

mation of Sushila Devi,

mother of the deceased

married woman, FIR No.

131/23 under sections

498A/304B of the Indian

Penal Code and 3/4 of

the DP Act was registered

at the Karari police sta-

tion against the accused

Sunil Kumar, son of Ram

Lakhan, resident of vil-

lage Ekaura, police sta-

tion Karari. 

After investigation, the

charge sheet was filed in

the court. 

The trial of the case took

place in the court of ADJ

FTC-1, district

Kaushambi. After hearing

the statements of both the

parties and the arguments

of the lawyers, the court

found the accused guilty

of murder. The govern-

ment lawyer demanded

the harshest punishment

for the murderer. The

judge sentenced the

accused of murder to 8

years of rigorous impris-

onment and a fine of Rs.

18,000. Has been pun-

ished.
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Ghazipur. The
Martyr Memorial
Ground under the
Kotwali
Muhammadabad
police station of the
district became a
shining example of
dedication and
respect on Saturday,
when a massive trib-
ute meeting was held
on the death anniver-
sary of former MLA
and popular public
leader Martyr
Krishnanand Rai. The
massive presence
once again echoed his
immortal message of
struggle, sacrifice,
and patriotism. The
program began with
the laying of floral
tributes to the por-
traits of Martyr
Krishnanand Rai and
his six companions
who attained martyr-
dom with him. The
patriotic slogans
echoing in the audito-

rium filled the atmos-
phere with pride and
emotion. Union
Textiles Minister and
MP Giriraj Singh and
Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister
Brijesh Pathak were
present as chief
guests on the occa-
sion. In his address,
Deputy Chief
Minister Brijesh
Pathak said, "The

bravery with which
Krishnanand Rai
faced terror and
injustice for the safe-
ty of the people is an
inspiration for gener-
ations to come." He
also praised Alka
Rai's courage and her
unwavering commit-
ment to justice. The
program was chaired
by Captain Anirudh
Rai and conducted by

Shashank Rai.
Former Minister
Anand Swaroop,
Upendra Tiwari, for-
mer MLA Surendra
Singh, Rajya Sabha
member Sangeeta
Balwant, Neeraj
Shekhar, Dr. Sanand
Singh, Piyush Rai,
Abhinav Sinha, and
numerous public rep-
resentatives and
social workers were
present on the stage.
In memory of the
martyrs, blankets
were distributed to
the needy, conveying
a message of service
and cooperation.
Finally, the meeting
chairman thanked all
the attendees and
concluded the pro-
gram. The tribute
meeting not only
commemorated the
indomitable courage
of martyr
Krishnanand Rai, but
also inspired society
to move forward on
the path of truth, jus-
tice, and unity.

A grand tribute meeting

was held in memory of

Martyr Krishnanand Rai

Youth power in Muhammadabad: Grand Rural
Sports League held, over 800 athletes participated
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Bharawari, Kaushambi.
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar and
Additional District
Magistrate Mrs. Shalini
Prabhakar organized a
traffic awareness program
at St. Francis Senior
Secondary School, Berua
Charwa on Saturday, pro-
viding information about
traffic rules and road safe-
ty. On this occasion, offi-
cers and staff from the
civil police, traffic police,
school principal Jitendra
Pratap Singh, manager
Gerald P. D'Souza, teach-
ers, parents, students, pub-
lic dignitaries, and media
personnel were present.
First, everyone present
was administered an oath
to follow traffic
rules.Addressing the stu-
dents, school staff, par-
ents, and others present,
the Superintendent of
Police urged them to fol-
low traffic rules and
explained in detail the
damage caused by road
accidents. The
Superintendent of Police
emphasized the following
important points: Do not

drive two-wheelers with-
out a helmet; do not carry
more than two passengers
on a two-wheeler; wear a
seat belt when driving a
four-wheeler; carry vehi-
cle and driving license
documents with you or
upload them to
DigiLocker; give way to
ambulances and fire trucks
immediately; do not drive
on the wrong side of the
road, at high speed, or

while intoxicated; do not
talk on a mobile phone
while driving.The
Superintendent of Police
also explained the impor-
tance of the Golden Hour,
stating that the first hour
after a road accident is
called the Golden Hour,
during which the chances
of saving a person's life
increase significantly if
timely medical assistance
is provided. Immediate

assistance to the injured
person can save their life,
so call the 108 ambulance
and 112 police helplines
without delay. Giving
detailed information about
the "Pahgir/Rahveer
Yojana", it was told that in
case of a road accident, if
a passerby or a common
citizen takes the injured
person to the hospital
immediately after the acci-
dent i.e. in the golden hour
(first hour), then he is
honored by the govern-
ment by providing an
incentive amount of Rs.
25 thousand and a certifi-
cate and the person help-
ing will not be called for
any kind of legal action.
During the program, stu-
dents gave information
about traffic rules through
drama/dance and song and
also gave the message of
following traffic rules. In
the same sequence, the
traffic police gave detailed
information about traffic
rules/signals. After that,
pamphlets related to traffic
rules were distributed by
the traffic police and
reflectors were pasted on
vehicles and posters were
put up at various places. 

A man convicted of murdering a mar-

ried woman has been sentenced to

eight years of rigorous imprisonment

A 10-day confluence of handi-

crafts and culture at NCZCC

A traffic awareness program was held at St.

Francis Senior Secondary School Berua
Traffic Month 2025 Campaign: Road Safety, Widespread Awareness on Golden Hour

His indomitable courage and commitment to public service were remembered

This mega sports event, organized under the Honorable MLA Sports Competition,

began with the chief guest, Block Chief Awadhesh Rai, flagging off the 100-meter race

Ghazipur Police Take Major Action: One
Injured, Four Arrested in Encounter

National Crafts Fair begins December 1Padma Shri Malini Awasthi
will inaugurate the cultural evening

The court imposed a fine of 18,000 rupees on the murderer
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In a strongly worded state-
ment, Government of India
has condemned and refuted
the findings of the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom report as
“biased and politically moti-
vated, and continuation of
persistent attempts to misrep-
resent isolated incidents and
cast aspersions on India’s
vibrant multicultural society
which reflects USCIRF’s delib-
erate agenda rather than a
genuine concern for religious
freedom”.   Though this is not
the first time such reports
have painted India as a coun-

try highly intolerant of its reli-
gious minorities, the 2025
report is the first time a rec-
ommendation has been made
for India to be designated as
“country of particular con-
cern”. It alleges that minorities
in India are facing ‘deteriorat-
ing treatment’. Fifteen other
countries, including
Afghanistan, Russia, China,
Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia,
have been found to be treating
their respective minorities
badly. Three aspects of this
report should be of concern to
New Delhi, and it should be
brought to the attention of

those the report is supposedly
submitted to. The first is the
report’s mention of the assas-
sination of separatist Sikh ele-
ments in Canada posing as
members of the Sikh religious
community and the alleged
attempt on the life of another
Khalistani separatist. “The
Indian government also con-
tinued to expand its repressive
tactics to target religious
minorities abroad, specifically
members of the Sikh commu-
nity and their advocates…
International reporting and
intelligence from the Canadian
government corroborated alle-

gations linking an official in
India’s Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) and six diplomats
to the 2023 assassination
attempt of an American Sikh
activist in New York,” the
report has said. It’s important
to note that these radical ele-
ments do not represent the
Sikh community. 
While the Government of
India has categorically rejected
the allegation, the Canadian
government and the prosecut-
ing authorities in the then
Biden dispensation initiated
legal actions against Indian
officials.

It delivered two Ming-class submarines to
Bangladesh in 2017, gifted a P625 frigate to Sri
Lanka in 2019, and committed to exporting
Yuan-class submarines to Thailand. Although
the Thai deal encountered difficulties when
Germany refused to supply key propulsion
components. Thailand decided to proceed with
the acquisition, underscoring China’s persist-
ence in maintaining its naval export commit-
ments. Additionally, Pakistan is set to acquire at
least eight Hangor-class submarines and other
naval equipment from Beijing, further enhanc-
ing China’s presence in the region. India has
increasingly aligned itself with Western naval
powers to address maritime challenges
through collaborative efforts. France was
among its earliest Western partners, and the
countries’ cooperation has grown stronger over
time. India also participates in joint maritime
missions with European nations and European
Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) initiatives such
as Operation Atlanta and Aspides.
Furthermore, India contributes to significant
maritime security dialogues such as the
Coordinated Maritime Presence (CMP) and
Enhancing Security Cooperation In And With
Asia (ESIWA). India’s 2023 inclusion in the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), led by the
US Central Command, underscores its dedica-
tion to enhancing collaborative security in the
western Indian Ocean. The IFC-IOR exemplifies
India’s commitment to collective security, even
though it remains a preliminary step toward a
more robust maritime security framework.
Advancing to the next level will require India to
engage in the technically complex task of real-
time information sharing through secure legal
frameworks beyond Open-Source Intelligence
(OSINT). The Quad’s Indo-Pacific Maritime
Domain Awareness (IPMDA) initiative high-
lights the challenges in achieving seamless
data-sharing capabilities. To counter hybrid
threats and protect critical infrastructure, India
must prioritise sharing vital intelligence and
deploying unmanned systems for coordinated
surveillance. Strengthening such partnerships
will bolster India’s naval capabilities and con-
tribute to broader maritime security across the
Indian Ocean Region. The commissioning of
new naval platforms marks a significant mile-
stone for India but also highlights persistent
challenges, particularly in achieving technolog-
ical self-reliance in engine manufacturing.
Although the INS Surat, INS Nilgiri, and INS
Vagsheer were designed by India’s Warship
Design Bureau and built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited, their engines were pro-
cured from foreign manufacturers, exposing a
critical dependence on external sources. INS
Surat, the fourth and final ship of the P15B
Guided Missile Destroyer Project, employs a
Combined Gas Turbine and Gas Turbine
(COGAG) propulsion system. This system uses
Me6E and DT-59 reversible engines sourced
from Ukraine’s Zorya Mashproekt, a key suppli-
er for India’s frontline warships. Despite the
ongoing war in Ukraine, India has continued to
rely on Zorya, underscoring the critical nature
of this dependence. To secure the supply chain,
Bharat Forge acquired a 51 per cent stake in
Zorya’s India arm in 2023. Similarly, INS Nilgiri,
the first ship of the P17A Stealth Frigate
Project, launched in 2019, uses a Combined
Diesel and Gas (CODAG) propulsion system.
This system incorporates LM2500 engines from
General Electric in the US and MAN diesel
engines from Germany, further emphasising
India’s reliance on imported technology
despite its strong indigenous design
capabilities. INS Vagsheer, the
sixth and final submarine of the
P75 Scorpene project devel-
oped in collaboration with
France, also depends.

With tax revenue growth
slowing in the last few
months, the possibility of an
upside earlier expected on
the revenue front may be
receding rapidly. Revenue
expenditure is also rising at a
rate higher than the budget-
ed 6 per cent. If the fiscal
deficit target of 4.9 per cent
of gross domestic product
(GDP) has to be met for
2024-25, which the govern-
ment must in view of the
uncertainties and challenges
emerging both domestically
and globally, the finance
ministry may see in the com-
position of the current year’s
capex a sliver of hope. The
finance ministry should not
spend ~0.83 trillion for equi-
ty infusion into BSNL.
Instead, it should ask the
telephone company to raise
resources from the market.
The ministry should also
desist from spending the
remaining ~0.6 trillion ear-
marked for capital allocation
to new schemes. Saving
about ~1.43 trillion (a little
less than half a percent of
GDP) will be a cushion
against other expenditure
slippages and revenue short-
fall. Not too many tears
would be shed for a squeeze
on capex if the hit is primari-
ly on infusing equity into a
state-owned enterprise and
on new schemes that are yet
to be announced. Quite iron-
ically, a slowdown in the gov-
ernment’s capex may well
turn out to be an opportuni-
ty.
capital expenditure (capex)

continues to be a cause for
concern. Of course, the
extent of its decline has
reduced somewhat — from
35 per cent at the end of the

first quarter of the current
financial year to 15 per cent
at the end of six months. But
the latest number for the
April-November 2024-25
period shows that the Union
government’s capex was still
12 per cent lower than what
it was in the same period of
2023-24. Instead of aiming
for the targeted 17 per cent
growth to ~11.11 trillion in
capex for 2024-25, the gov-
ernment will have to strive
hard to at least cross the fig-
ure of ~9.48 trillion reached
last year. What has led to this
decline? A widely held view
is that the seven-phase gen-
eral elections, which began
on April 19 and ended on
June 1 last year, caused a
slowdown in capex. But if
that indeed is the reason, the
decline in capex in the first
quarter should have been
reversed in the second quar-
ter of 2024-25. And certainly,
the first two months of the
third quarter should have
raised the trajectory of capex
growth to a higher level.
There has been some
improvement, but a 12 per
cent decline in the April-
November 2024-25 period is

no comfort. Look at the
slightly different trajectory
seen in the Union govern-
ment’s revenue expenditure
growth during the same peri-
od. The Budget for 2024-25
had projected a rise of over 6
per cent to ~37.1 trillion in
revenue expenditure. At the
end of June 2024, the growth
was just about 2 per cent,
but it has been rising since
then, reaching 4.2 per cent
by the end of the first six
months of 2024-25 and
climbing even higher to 7.8
per cent during April-
November 2024-25. So, if
revenue expenditure has
gained momentum, why has
capex failed to follow suit? A
close analysis of the govern-
ment’s capex numbers pres-
ents an interesting picture.
Over 90 per cent of the
Centre’s total capex during
2024-25 was accounted for
by just six sectors — roads,
railways, defence, telecom,
transfer to states and new
schemes. Their share in total
capex in 2023-24 was a little
less at 87 per cent. But the
12 per cent decline in the
first eight months of 2024-25
is primarily the result of a

marked slowdown in only
two of these six areas —
roads and defence, which
accounted for over 40 per
cent of the total capex out-
lay for 2024-25. Capex on
the construction of roads
and highways fell by 16 per
cent, while defence saw a
decline of 15 per cent. This is
serious and has worrying
implications for both infra-
structure and defence. The
problem of slowing expendi-
ture in these two areas
should not have been diffi-
cult to fix. Either effective
monitoring of spending is
lacking, or there are serious
problems with project execu-
tion, reflecting the poor
ex p e n d i t u r e - a b s o r b i n g
capacity of these two sec-
tors. This is borne out by a
relatively good performance
of the Indian Railways, which
accounts for over 22 per cent
of this year’s capex. At ~1.68
trillion, the Indian Railways’
capex is just about 1 per cent
lower than its spending dur-
ing April-November 2023.
With regard to the transfer
of special assistance as loans
to states for their capex and
additional central assistance
for their externally aided
projects, the Union govern-
ment’s performance was
slightly better. In the April-
November 2024-25 period,
these transfers rose by about
5 per cent, although much
lower than the budgeted
increase of 41 per cent. 

In contrast, such trans-
fers during the entire 2023-
24 had risen sharply by
about 24 per cent to ~1.15
trillion. It appears that these
transfers will take a hit in the
current year and for the first
time since this initiative to

help states boost their capex
was undertaken a couple of
years ago. Significantly, this
has not yet adversely impact-
ed the states in a big way.
The capex of 25 states
(accounting for 95 per cent
of all the states’ and Union
territories’ total capex budg-
et) has risen by just about 1
per cent in the April-
November 2024-25 period,
although states like Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Mizoram, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and West
Bengal saw their capex fall by
varying margins. Eventually,
however, this will have an
adverse impact on the states’
capex programme and its
growth-enhancing effect.
There are two more sectors
that account for another 13
per cent of the Centre’s capi-
tal expenditure budget. But
they bring out an intriguing
aspect of why the govern-
ment’s capex has been slow-
ing. They suffer from a pecu-
liar problem, which has noth-
ing to do with either the rel-
evant sectors’ expenditure-
absorbing capacity or the
absence of effective expendi-
ture monitoring. The bulk of
the capex under telecommu-
nications was meant for
infusing equity into state-
owned Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd, or BSNL. Of the
total capex of ~0.84 trillion,
the proposed amount for
BSNL’s equity infusion
accounted for as much as
~0.83 trillion. 
But the total expenditure u
nder this head in the first

eight months of 2024-25 is
only 6 percent of what has
been budgeted. In other
words, a decision to transfer

Extension of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for solar ener-
gy value chain, increased allocation
towards PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee
Yojana, and greater thrust to distri-
bution and transmission infrastruc-
ture are likely to be the key features
of the upcoming Budget, as far as the
energy sector is concerned. Sources
said these proposals figured not only
in the budget wish lists of the indus-
try, but also in the respective recom-
mendations from the ministries of
power and renewable energy to the
finance ministry , ahead of the
Budget. “Given the success of PM
Suryaghar scheme with almost
600,000 installations in just nine
months since its launch, one could
probably see additional allocation to
target more households,” said
Ashwin Jacob, partner at Deloitte
India. “As far as evacuation of power
from offshore wind projects is con-
cerned, we would want to see the
VGF or budgetary support to contin-
ue or get enhanced,” he added. “We
hope to see a decisive increase in
funding to accelerate the green ener-
gy transition. Priorities must include
scaling renewable energy by address-
ing grid and transmission challenges,
advancing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) for grid stability and
reliable power, doubling energy effi-
ciency and digitalizing the energy
sector through AI, smart meters, and
data-driven solutions. Streamlining
rooftop solar programs with simpli-
fied approvals, financing, and moni-
toring is equally vital,” said Saurabh
Kumar, Vice President – India, Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet
(GEAPP). Sharat Goyal, CEO of
Impact Infracap also expects the gov-
ernment to remove restrictions on
state wise caps on roof top capacity
for net-metering for industrial estab-
lishments. “Further, adoption of bat-
teries to substitute use of diesel gen-
erators for back-up power should
receive incentives and policy support

given their role in reducing depend-
ence on imports,” he said. While the
government is increasingly working
towards enhancing the country’s RE
capacity, the distribution and trans-
mission infrastructure for its evacua-
tion still needs to be strengthened.
With the peak demand for power
growing at a rate of 8-9% annually,
the industry is looking forward to
strengthening of climate resilient
infrastructure augmentation. “One
can expect new allocations towards
augmentation of power distribution
infrastructure, especially in high den-
sity/ urban load centres, in view of
the sharp rise in peak demand over
the last few years,” said Anujesh
Dwivedi, Partner at Deloitte India. He
noted that there may be some allo-
cation towards supporting the
preparatory work especially on the
listing of power utilities, or some
incentive mechanism for promoting
initiatives on private sector participa-
tion or listing of utilities at the state
level because they are increasingly
being seen as the much needed
structural reforms the sector needs.
The industry is optimistic of a wider
coverage of the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme by
including smart metering in infra-
structure definition.
“This would direct more financing

for a sector which seeks to bring
down India’s transmission and distri-
bution losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,” Goyal
said. Goyal also noted that power
transmission despite significant
potential has not seen any notable
monetisation events which could
address the latent investor demand.
“Government should announce a
time-bound privatisation programme
for assets owned by PGCIL,” he said.
The sector also sees the PLI scheme
for solar value chain to continue with
possible reduction in the duty struc-
tures for solar equipment. Jacob
highlighted.

New allocations towards aug-

mentation of power distribution 

On January 20, 1981, on the day
Ronald Reagan took over as the new
US president, Iran freed 52 American
hostages it had been holding for over
a year. That projected Reagan as a
strong leader sending a powerful sig-
nal to US allies and its foes. His pred-
ecessor, Jimmy Carter, did all the
negotiations and tried his best to
have the hostages released while he
was still the president. But Tehran
would not let him take the glory.
Forty-four years on, Donald Trump is
taking the credit for the Gaza cease-
fire deal, which will come into effect a
day before his inauguration, cement-
ing his reputation as a tough leader.
Biden can say that the deal happened
under his watch. But there is no
doubt that it was Trump whose pres-
sure led to achieve the goal. He
declared on his social media platform
Truth Social: “This EPIC ceasefire
agreement could have only hap-
pened as a result of our Historic
Victory in November, as it signalled to
the entire World that my

Administration would seek Peace and
negotiate deals to ensure the safety
of all Americans, and our Allies.” Days
after he threatened that there better
be a Gaza deal by his January 20 inau-
guration or “all hell would break out”,
his special envoy to the Middle East,
Steven Witkoff, landed in Tel Aviv last
Saturday. It was the Sabbath, the day
of rest for Jews. But Witkoff insisted
on meeting the Israeli Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, that day. At
their meeting, he conveyed Trump's
message that the incoming President
of the United States wanted to end
the Gaza war and demanded that a
ceasefire agreement be signed imme-
diately. The format of the three-stage
deal announced on Wednesday was
proposed by Biden in May last year
and was later also endorsed by the
UN Security Council. But both Hamas
and Israel kept dragging the negotia-
tions over it. In Isreal, Netanyahu
refused to give any concessions to
Hamas and continued with his brute
military operation in Gaza.

Will Israel-Hamas Ceasefire
Really Lead To Peace?

India’s reliance on import-

ed technology despite its

strong indigenous

BSNL would increase the government’s

capex by a significant margin

Government of India has categorically
rejected the allegation
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