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New Delhi

The winter session of
Parliament is under-
way. A special debate
has been organized in
Parliament on
December 8th to mark
the 150th anniversary
of Vande Mataram.
During this, several
important and histori-
cally unknown facts
related to the national
song will be presented
in the House. News
agency ANI, quoting
sources, reported that
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
open the debate in the
Lok Sabha at 12 noon
on Monday. Defense
Minister Rajnath
Singh will also con-
clude the debate with
his final speech. Home
Minister Amit Shah is
expected to initiate the
discussion in the Rajya
Sabha.Eight Congress
leaders will also
speakEight Congress
leaders will also speak
in the Parliament dur-

ing the debate on
Vande Mataram. This
list includes Lok
Sabha Deputy Leader
of the Opposition
Gourav Gogoi,
Priyanka Vadra,
Deepender Hooda,
Bimole Akoijam,
Praniti Shinde,
Prashant Padole,

Chamala Reddy, and
Jyotsna Mahant.150th
Anniversary of Vande
MataramThe winter
session of Parliament
began on December
1st and will continue
until December 19th.
November 7th also
marked the 150th
anniversary of the

national song, Vande
Mataram. Composed
by Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee, 'Vande
Mataram' was first
published in the liter-
ary magazine
'Bangadarshan' on
November 7, 1875.

Parliament will discuss the 150th

anniversary of Vande Mataram

New Delhi

Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan inaugu-
rated the silver jubilee
celebrations of the
Brahma Kumaris' Om
Shanti Retreat Center
in Gurugram on
Sunday. Speaking on
the occasion, he said
that the foundation of
India's eternal spiritual
tradition is based on

the penance and medi-
tation of sages and
saints. According to
the Vice President's
Secretariat,

Radhakrishnan said
that the center, estab-
lished 24 years ago,
has now entered its
25th year of service

and that it is a matter
of pride that the
Brahma Kumaris,
under the leadership of
women, is playing a
significant role in the
spiritual upliftment of
the country. He
explained that people
from various fields,
including scientists,
doctors, administrators,
and politicians, are
joining the center and

receiving the message
of meditation and
peace. He said that
practices like Raja
Yoga and Vipassana
prove that true power
and clarity come from
within. He said that in
the Amritkaal, under
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's reso-
lution of "Developed
India 2047," inner
peace, happiness, and

balance must become
an essential part of life.
Radhakrishnan praised
the Om Shanti Retreat
Center's environmental
protection initiatives
and said that the center
is working in line with
the Prime Minister's
Mission Life initiative.
He commended efforts
such as the 1 MW
hybrid solar project,
rainwater harvesting.

'The foundation of India's spiritual tradition is based on the penance'

New Delhi

The government
informed the Rajya
Sabha that education is
a subject on the
Concurrent List. The
central and state gov-
ernments are working
together to ensure quali-
ty and development in
the education sector.
The Union Education
Ministry stated that in
light of the increasing
number of unregulated
private coaching centers
and the incidents of
excessive fees being
charged from students,
guidelines for the regu-
lation of coaching cen-
ters were issued to
states and union territo-
ries on January 16,
2024. The government
stated that these guide-
lines cover several

important aspects, such
as registration of coach-
ing centers, fee trans-
parency, safety stan-
dards, code of conduct,
student support, griev-
ance redressal mecha-
nisms, and the process
for deregistration.Many
states have also enacted
guidelines and laws to
regulate coaching cen-
ters on their own.
Union Minister of State
for Education, Sukanta
Majumdar, in a written
reply to the Rajya
Sabha, stated that sever-
al initiatives have been
taken to strengthen
school-based education.
Under the Samagra
Shiksha and National
Education Policy 2020,
emphasis is being
placed on basic literacy,
numeracy, conceptual
understanding, and crit-

The 58,000-crore private

coaching industry is becom-

ing a burden on families

New Delhi

The Supreme Court will
hear on Monday a peti-
tion challenging the
detention of jailed envi-
ronmental activist
Sonam Wangchuk. The
petition, filed by Sonam
Wangchuk's wife,

Geetanjali J. Angmo,
challenges Wangchuk's
detention under the
National Security Act,
alleging it to be illegal
and a violation of funda-
mental rights. A bench
of Justices Arvind
Kumar and N.V. Anjaria
is expected to hear the

matter. Earlier, on
October 29, the
Supreme Court had
sought responses from
the Central and Ladakh
administration on
Angmo's amended peti-
tion.However, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
representing the Central

and Union Territory of
Ladakh, sought time to
respond to Angmo's
petition, following
which the Supreme
Court adjourned the
hearing on November
24. The petition filed by
Sonam Wangchuk's wife
states.

Lucknow

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh is emerging as
the new heartbeat of
Startup India. The state
government's deter-
mined efforts and
industry-friendly poli-
cies have given rise to
a new startup culture in
the state. The startup
ecosystem has seen
qualitative and quanti-
tative growth over the

past few years. Uttar
Pradesh holds a special
place in the country
when it comes to its
startup ecosystem. This
transformation is not
only accelerating the
state's economic

progress but also chan-
neling youthful energy.
The vision of Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath's govern-
ment is to transform
the state's youth from
job seekers to job cre-

ators. Startups are pres-
ent in all 75 districts of
the state, spanning sec-
tors such as agri-tech,
AI, drones, and fin-
tech.With the support
of the Yogi Adityanath
government, the num-
ber of startups in Uttar
Pradesh has grown rap-
idly. Currently, 18,568
startups are actively
operating in the state.
This number is a testa-
ment to Uttar Pradesh's
status as a strong hub
for entrepreneurship.

New Delhi

The National Council
of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT)'s Class 7
textbook has expanded
information about the
Ghaznavid dynasty. It
states that Mahmud
Ghazni invaded several
Indian cities, killing
numerous people and
looting their treasures.
It mentions the killing
of people from diverse
groups, including
Hindus, Buddhists,
Jains, and even
Muslims. This six-page

section is titled "The
Ghaznavid Invasions."
It states that Mahmud
Ghaznavi led 17 inva-
sions of India, return-
ing with large sums of
treasure each time. The
old Class 7 NCERT
history textbook con-
tained only one para-

graph about Mahmud
Ghaznavi. The new
book, titled
"Discovering Societies:
India and Beyond,"
was released on Friday.
It describes in detail
the plunder of cities
like Mathura and
Somnath. Mahmud

conquered parts of
India in the 11th centu-
ry. He defeated Jaipal
and, after a prolonged
battle in 1008, also
defeated Jaipal's son.
The book states that
Mahmud's campaigns
not only resulted in
destruction and plun-
der, but also the killing
of thousands of Indian
civilians and the cap-
ture of many captives,
including children, to
be sold in the slave
markets of Central
Asia.The book portrays
him as a powerful, yet
barbaric and ruthless.

New Delhi

Former Chief Justice of
India, Justice B.R.
Gavai, has said that he
was criticized by mem-
bers of his own com-
munity for supporting
the implementation of
the creamy layer prin-
ciple for Scheduled
Castes. Justice Gavai
said that Dr. Ambedkar
believed that affirma-
tive action is like giv-
ing a bicycle to some-
one who is falling
behind. Gavai said that

such a person should
never have to give up a
bicycle again, so I
don't think Ambedkar
would have wanted
that. Justice Gavai
recently retired from
the post of Chief
Justice. Justice Gavai
was delivering a lec-
ture on "The Role of
Affirmative Action in
Promoting Equal
Opportunity" at
Mumbai University on
Saturday. Paying trib-
ute to Dr. Ambedkar on
his death anniversary.

''I was criticised by my own

community for supporting

the creamy layer theory''New Delhi

A parliamentary commit-
tee may summon top offi-
cials of private airlines
and the aviation regulator,
as hundreds of IndiGo
flight cancellations have
left thousands of passen-
gers stranded at airports
across the country. The
standing committee is
expected to seek explana-
tions from top airline offi-
cials, as well as officials
from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Ministry
of Aviation, regarding the
causes and solutions to
the disruption. A commit-

tee member stated that the
committee has taken seri-
ously the inconvenience
caused to thousands of
passengers by the disrup-
tion. The member added
that MPs in the national
capital for the winter ses-
sion of Parliament also
faced IndiGo flight can-
cellations and delays by
other airlines. Several
MPs have complained to
them that airfares have
risen significantly due to
this situation.  CPI(M)
Rajya Sabha member
John Brittas has demand-
ed the formation of a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) or a judicial inquiry.

Parliamentary committee

strict on Indigo crisis

New Delhi

The issue of a technical
glitch in the Air Traffic
Control (ATC) server in
November was raised
in Parliament. Rajya
Sabha MP Vivek
Tankha recently raised
a question about this in
the Rajya Sabha, to
which the government
responded by acknowl-
edging the technical
glitch and stating that
an investigation is
underway. The govern-
ment stated that central
investigative agencies

are investigating the
incident and steps are
being taken to prevent
such incidents in the
future.Congress MP
Vivek Tankha asked a
question in the Rajya
SabhaCongress MP

Vivek Tankha, in a
written question, asked
whether it was true that
approximately 800
flights across India
were disrupted on
November 6-7 due to a
technical glitch.

Delhi airport was hit by a
cyber attack in November!

New Delhi

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
praised the efforts of Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to revive the
state's economy. Sitharaman
made this statement while
discussing India's economic
journey since 2019 at a
newspaper's leadership sum-
mit here on Saturday.
Addressing the event, she
described it as a time
marked by many difficulties
both globally and within the
country. She described
Jammu and Kashmir as a
prime example of economic
strength and specific policy
interventions.She said that

Sitharaman

praised Omar

Abdullah's efforts

On Armed Forces Flag Day, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami appealed to the people of
the state to contribute.

Under the leadership of CM, Yogi, Uttar Pradesh

has become the new heartbeat of Startup India

NCERT's Class 7 textbook adds more

information on Mahmud Ghaznavi

Hearing on the petition challenging the
detention of Sonam Wangchuk today

It is worth noting that the
proceedings of the mon-
soon session were com-
pletely disrupted due to
the clash between the rul-
ing party and the opposi-
tion on the issue of SIR.
Even before the winter
session began, the opposi-
tion had made its stand
clear on the ongoing Rakaf
in 12 states and the death
of BLOs in it. At the
beginning of the session
on Monday, its effect was
visible inside the House as
well and due to the uproar,
the proceedings had to be
adjourned repeatedly.
However, the government
had indicated on Monday
itself that it was ready for
discussion. 

Parliament

deadlock ends

The Home Minister will initiate the discussion in
the Rajya Sabha, while Leader of the Upper
House JP Nadda will also participate. Regarding
the discussion on electoral reforms, sources said it
will cover all aspects of the broader topic and not
just the limited topic of the SIR. The discussion
will focus on electoral reforms, not just the SIR.
The decisions to hold discussions on these two
topics were taken after meetings of all parties.

Vande Mataram: Amit Shah will

take charge in Rajya Sabha



Monday, 08 December, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshNATION02



PRAYAGRAJAkhand Bharat Sandesh 03
Monday, 08 December, 2025 

Ashan Jayawardene,
Manager– Trade Plan
Implementation,
Ministry of Agriculture,
New Zealand, met with
Dinesh Pratap Singh,
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Horticulture, Agricultural
Marketing, Agricultural
Foreign Trade and
Agricultural Exports, at
his residence in
Lucknow, to promote
and export Uttar Pradesh
honey to national and
international markets and
to exchange technology
under the New Zealand-
India Agriculture and
Honey Productivity
Partnership Program.
This meeting was aimed
at preparing and finaliz-
ing a cooperation pro-
gram in the agricultural
sector under the pro-
posed free trade agree-
ment.The New Zealand
High Commission in
New Delhi has designat-
ed Jayawardene to out-
line this cooperation pro-
gram. New Zealand's
"Manuka" honey brand
is world-renowned. To
bring the state honey to
the same level, honey
has been included as a
key cooperation product

under this partnership. It
was also decided to
establish a "brand name"
to recognize the state
honey.The meeting noted
that Uttar Pradesh is the
largest honey-producing
state in the country with
a wide variety of honey
varieties, including natu-
ral, wild, organic, herbal,
multi-flora, mustard and
eucalyptus. India and
New Zealand have
extensive cooperation
opportunities in the areas
of quality improvement,
certification, technology
transfer, value addition
and export
promotion.During the
visit, Jayawardene will
inspect honey collection
and harvesting centers
and interact with produc-
ers, beekeepers, collec-
tors and exporters. He
will also assess opportu-
nities for technology

exchange, capacity
building, standards har-
monization and strength-
ening the production-
export chain. Following
the meeting, the delega-
tion held detailed discus-
sions with honey produc-
ers and exporters at the
Horticulture Directorate,
chaired by Additional
Chief Secretary B.L.
Meena. The meeting dis-
cussed further strategies
for export promotion,
quality improvement,
certification processes
and global market expan-
sion.Present on the occa-
sion were Sandeep Saha
(Regional Trade
APEDA, Northeast and
Ladakh), Director
Horticulture B.P. Ram,
Joint Directors Sarvesh
Kumar and Rajiv Kumar
Verma, honey producers
Nimit Singh, Ajit Kumar
Verma and other bee-
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Kaushambi. Sushil Jai
Hind, the former Chail
Assembly candidate and
convener of Jai Jawan Jai
Kisan Manch, held a meet-
ing with his organization's
colleagues in Chail Tehsil on
Sunday. While presiding
over the meeting, Sushil Jai
Hind said, "I contested the
recent assembly elections
solely because I wanted to
visit every village, to see the
problems and pain of every
village. Winning or losing an
election is a different matter,
but I have seen that even
today, laborers, farmers, and
unemployed youth in every
village are on the verge of
starvation. Youth are

deprived of employment,
farmers are not getting fair
prices for their crops, farm-
ers are not getting fertilizers
and water, and laborers are
ready to migrate. 

If farmers are not

empowered in an agricultur-
al country, the country will
not be able to become
strong."On this occasion, a
protest was held to raise the
voice of every poor farmer
and laborer. During the

protest, he said that the dark
darkness of illiteracy still
looms large. While his home
district of Kaushambi has
given the state a Deputy
Chief Minister, today every-
thing is devoid of develop-
ment. District President
Vipin Patel, Bharat Lochan
Patel, Devraj Pal were pres-
ent in the meeting. Dinanath
Pal Yeshu and Ajay Patel
Abhishek Surendra Saroj
Bhanu Pratap Virendra
Chaurasia Advocate and col-
leagues of Saiglu organiza-
tion expressed their views.
The program was conducted
by Vipin Chauhan Advocate
High Court. 
Hundreds of farmers and
youth of the area were pres-
ent on this occasion.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Kaushambi. On
December 6, in the
Sarai Akil police sta-
tion area, a married
woman was harassed

by her in-laws for
demanding addition-
al dowry. When the
dowry was not met,
she was murdered.
The married
woman's brother
Shaktiveer son of

Ramharsh resident of
Marufpur Amha
police station
Kokhraaj informed
the police station
that my sister was
murdered. On the
basis of the com-

plaint, FIR No.
333/25 under section
80(2)/85 BNS and
3/4 DP Act was reg-
istered at police sta-
tion Sarai Akil.

In the above
sequence, on

07.12.2025, while
taking action by the
police team of police
station Sarai Akil, on
the basis of informa-
tion from a special
informer, 02 wanted
accused Sonu Singh
son of Jaikaran
Singh and Jaikaran
Singh son of Ram
Lakhan residents of
village Tarni Tarni
Gaderian ka Purwa
police station Sarai
Akil were arrested in
connection with the
above case. After
legal proceedings,
the accused were
sent to the court. 

Bhadohi

Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik took
the salute at the weekly
parade on inspected the
parade.  Personnel from
the police lines, those
posted in various offices
and recruit police officers
participated in the parade.
A run was organized to
ensure physical and men-
tal fitness. During the
parade, necessary instruc-
tions were given to the
concerned officers to
make the squad-wise drill
procedures, conducted for
discipline and uniformity,
more effective. The
newly selected constables
undergoing training were
briefed on discipline and
rules after inspecting

their PT/parade.   After
the parade, necessary
instructions were given to
the training instructors to
ensure that the trainees
are thoroughly acquaint-
ed with all important
points and instructions.
The Dial 112 PRV vehi-
cles and equipment par-
ticipating in the parade
were checked by the
Superintendent of Police,
Bhadohi and necessary

instructions were given to
the concerned personnel.
After the inspection,
Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik
inspected the building
under construction in the
police lines premises and
the police lines itself,
paying special attention
to cleanliness and giving
necessary instructions to
the concerned personnel.
During the orderly.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The authori-
zation letter distribution
ceremony for the Sahaso
Block unit of the Uttar
Pradesh Mahila Shikshak
Sangh, District Prayagraj,
was celebrated with great
pomp. 

The block head, village
head, and divisional offi-
cials attended. The pro-
gram was presided over
by Anuragini Singh,
District President of the
Uttar Pradesh Mahila
Shikshak Sangh, District
Prayagraj. The program
began with the lighting of

lamps, garlanding the
statue of Goddess
Saraswati, and Saraswati
Vandana. The welcome
song was performed with
great emotion by Aashi
Yadav, a former student
of the school. Aashi
Yadav also sang a very
inspiring song, satirizing
society.

Thereafter the
election process started
and Mrs. Shikha Pandey
ji was elected as the
Block President and
Rekha Mishra ji was
elected as the General
Secretary and thereafter
the entire executive was

elected. The authority let-
ter was distributed by the
District President and all
the newly elected execu-
tive members were
administered the oath of
office and secrecy. The
program was organized
very grandly and during
this the teachers of the
block were also present.
Mandal President Aparna
Bajpai ji, District
President Madam
Anuragini Singh ji and
District Minister Ritu
Singh ji and City General
Secretary Mrs. Sarita
Sinha were also present
in the program.

District President Anuragini Singh
distributed authorization letters after

the formation of the Sahaso Block

Preparations are underway to develop

UP into a honey hub in collaboration

Strengthening farmers is essential for the

nation's strength: Sushil Jai Hind

Akhand Bharat
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Kaushambi. The bodies
of an elderly mother and
her son were recovered
under suspicious cir-
cumstances on Sunday
afternoon on separate
cots inside their home in
Barah Haveli Khalsa
village, within the Kada
Dham police station
area. It is suspected that
the elderly woman and
her son died after being
poisoned.
When people in the

vicinity learned of the
incident, a crowd gath-
ered at the scene. The
police station was
informed of the matter.
Upon receiving the
information, the police

station, along with
Circle Officer Sirathu
Satyendra Tiwari,
arrived at the scene.
After inspecting the
scene, the police took
the mother and son's
bodies into custody and
sent them for post-
mortem. It is suspected
that the mother and son
died due to poisoning.
The deceased's wife
lived with her son at her
parents' home in
Bharwari. She also
arrived upon learning of
the deaths. According to
information, Vijay
Mishra, 55, son of
Siyaram Mishra, and his
mother, Maula Devi, 75,
wife of Siyaram, lived
in the house. Vijay
Kumar's wife, Meeta

Devi, lives with her son,
Ratnesh Mishra, at their
parents' home in
Bharwari. Vijay Kumar
and his elderly mother,
Maula Devi, 75, live in
the home. They lived in
the house with Vijay
Kumar. 

It is said that when
Vijay Kumar and his
mother Maula Devi did
not come out of the
house on Sunday after-
noon, the neighbours
started getting suspi-
cious and informed the
police. The police
reached the spot and
entered the house using
a ladder. When the peo-
ple nearby also reached
the spot, they saw that
the bodies of the mother
and son were lying on

separate cots inside the
house. 
The police took the bod-
ies of both the deceased
into their custody and
sent them for post-
mortem. The death of
both the people remains
a mystery. Both the bod-
ies were lying on sepa-
rate cots inside the
house. Foam was com-
ing out of their mouths.
Both were dead. There
is a lot of discussion
going on in the area.
People are unable to
believe that how the
mother and son died
suddenly inside the
house. It is said that the
deceased's wife Meeta
Devi lives with her son
in her maternal home in
Bharwari.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. On
December 4th, in the Sarai
Akil police station area,
Ram Bahore's son was
warming himself by a fire
in the courtyard of his
house when Shubham, a

resident of the village,
assaulted him with an iron
rod and a cement brick
over a family matter, seri-
ously injuring him. Based
on the complaint, FIR No.
329/25, Section 109(1) of
the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC), was regis-

tered at Sarai Akil Police
Station. On December 7,
2025, Sarai Akil Police
Station took action in con-
nection with the above
case and arrested the
wanted accused, Shubham,
son of Tersu, resident of
village Tilhapur, Sarai

Akil Police Station, from
the Hajipur Mod culvert.
The cement bricks and
cans used in the incident
were recovered at the
accused's location.
After legal proceedings,
the accused was sent to
court.

Sarai Akil Police Arrest Accused of Fatal Attack

Husband and father-in-law arrested for
murdering married woman

Abhimanyu Manglik Takes 
Salute at Parade

The bodies of a mother and son were found

on a cot under suspicious circumstances
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With his three-time nomina-
tion as the Republican presi-
dential nominee, Trump's
hold over the party is incon-
trovertible. FILE PHOTO:
Republican presidential candi-
date and former US President
Donald Trump. REUTERS
Donald Trump and Narendra
Modi are both considered
conservative or right-wing
leaders. But they could not be
more dissimilar. One is flam-
boyant, the other sober; one
shoots his mouth off, the
other cannot be found making
a single indiscreet statement.
Though both are constantly in

the news and are internation-
al media personalities in their
own right, one is constantly
controversial, the other con-
sistently charismatic. One was
born well-to-do, already a
tycoon in his twenties, the
other rose from stark poverty
to the heights of political and
social power. One is extrava-
gant, living lavishly, the other
is abstemious and frugal. One
has had a colourful, some
would say scandalous love life,
with multiple marriages and
several children from different
spouses, the other is known as
a lifelong celibate, despite

being married. One embodies
the capitalistic, consumeristic
ethos, the other is practically
a renunciate. Without disre-
specting one, we might even
say they are as different as
chalk and cheese. But there is
one respect in which they are
similar. 

They have totally upend-
ed their respective political
parties, the very vehicles of
their spectacular success.
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is as different from Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s as Trump’s is
from Ronald Reagan’s
Republican Party. In my last

column I wrote about how
Reagan rode to power in 1980
and in two terms established
the United States as the domi-
nant power in the world. He
adopted a tough foreign policy
against the erstwhile Soviet
Union, pushing it to what
some would say its overdue
demise. He also championed
free-market capitalism and
globalization. Reagan was
socially and culturally conser-
vative, coming down heavily
against abortion and LGBTQ
activism in the name of sup-
posedly traditional American
values.

India’s economic progress is a composite reflec-
tion of the growth trajectories of its states. Given
the federal structure of the country, each state
operates with a degree of autonomy in imple-
menting policies that drive their individual
economies. This results in a broad spectrum of
growth rates across states, highlighting signifi-
cant disparities. For the nation to achieve holistic
growth, it is imperative for all states to experi-
ence economic advancement. Despite this, there
is a notable discrepancy in the attention paid to
fiscal matters at different levels of government.
The Union Budget, detailing the central govern-
ment’s finances, often garners substantial scruti-
ny and debate for its potential impacts on the
nation’s economic direction. In contrast, state
budgets, which are crucial for addressing local
needs and fostering regional development, do
not attract a similar level of public and analytical
scrutiny. Fiscal capacity, the government’s ability
to generate revenue from available tax and non-
tax bases, is crucial for several reasons. First, it
underpins a government’s ability to provide
essential public goods and services. These range
from healthcare and education to infrastructure
and defense, which are fundamental for the wel-
fare of the citizenry and the smooth functioning
of the economy. Without adequate fiscal capaci-
ty, governments may struggle to maintain these
services at levels that meet public demand and
expectations, potentially leading to social unrest
or a decline in the quality of life. Second, fiscal
capacity is vital for economic development and
growth. Governments need resources to invest in
infrastructure projects like roads, bridges, and
digital networks, which are critical for enhancing
productivity and competitiveness. Such invest-
ments not only improve current living standards.
but also set the stage for future economic expan-
sion. The Asian Development Bank Institute
(ADBI) in 2017 and the World Bank in 2015 high-
lighted the risk of economies falling into a ‘mid-
dle-income trap’ where they are unable to tran-
sition to high-income status due to inadequate
fiscal capacity among other factors. 
Moreover, fiscal capacity is essential for macro-
economic stability. It allows governments to
manage economic cycles more effectively, apply-
ing fiscal stimulus in downturns and restraint in
booms to maintain economic stability. The Covid-
19 pandemic’s impact on Indian states under-
scored this point, as reduced fiscal capacities con-
strained their ability to respond effectively to the
crisis and its economic repercussions.
Finally, a robust fiscal capacity enables equitable
social development. It allows for redistributive
policies that can mitigate income inequality and
fund social safety nets for the vulnerable. Studies
have shown that factors such as high per capita
income, education levels, and low corruption
contribute to higher fiscal capacity, which in turn
can be used to foster a more inclusive society.
Given that state governments account for over
60 per cent of general government expenditure
in India, enhancing their revenue-generating
capacity is imperative for the needed investment
in areas such as education, research and devel-
opment, and skill development.
The Reserve Bank of India recently released a
report on state finances, which gives an insight
into the state budgets of 2023-24. It has some
important findings. First, revenue mobilisation in
Indian states comprises both tax and non-tax rev-
enues, with a significant portion coming from
state’s own tax revenues (SOTR). Over the
years, there has been a noticeable
increase in SOTR, growing from
5.7 per cent of GDP in 2003-04
to 6.9 per cent in 2022-23. This
growth, particularly in the
post-GST era, reflects a shift in
the composition of tax revenues.
with the State Goods and Services Tax.

In the cultural memory
of Kinnaur, there are
many festivals where
faith manifests as a reli-
gious ritual and becomes
the foundation of daily
life. Among these is
Phulaich- a tradition that
goes beyond the mere
search for flowers and
embodies a profound
method of understanding
the subtle signals of
nature. In this festival,
the people of Kinnaur do
not regard nature merely
as a visual spectacle,
they read its rhythm,
sense its changes, and,
based on them, deter-
mine the collective
direction of their future.
Phulaich is not just a
festival of flowers, it is
a remarkable example of
the climate sensitivity of
mountain
communities.The roots
of this tradition go back
to a time when Kinnaur
had neither formal mete-
orological knowledge
nor an organized agricul-
tural system. The first
flower to bloom at high
altitudes was considered
a sign of the season’s
progress- the first link in
a dialogue between
divinity, nature, and
humans. Over time, this
belief transformed into a
social structure, and the

responsibility of flower-
seeking was entrusted to
individuals whose minds
were considered pure
and in natural harmony.
This notion reflects not a
miraculous imagination
but a sensitivity through
which the community
has traditionally regard-
ed nature as its primary
guide.When the chosen
individuals ascend the
mountain slopes in the
morning silence, their
journey assumes the
form of inner meditation
rather than a religious
ritual. The deep stillness
of the mountains, the
gentle movement of
trees, and the rustling of
leaves provide a solemn
quietude to the ceremo-
ny. And when the first
flower appears among
rocks or shrubs, it is not
merely a botanical speci-

men- it becomes a sym-
bol of the year’s possi-
bilities and apprehen-
sions.Upon returning to
the village, the flower is
examined with the same
simplicity and serious-
ness with which a socie-
ty assesses its future.
The color and moisture
of its petals, the number
of flowers, and their rar-
ity are all considered
signs. In some years,
deep colors indicate
harsh winters; fewer
flowers provoke concern,
and an unexpected
species is interpreted as
a harbinger of a favor-
able year. This knowl-
edge, while based on
careful observation over
generations, also aligns
with scientific reason-
ing.The ritual that fol-
lows the flower’s arrival
in the village reveals the

depth of communal life.
The flower is offered
before the deity’s palan-
quin, and the expressions
on the villagers’ faces-
devotion, hope, fear, and
faith-are all visible
simultaneously. The sub-
sequent procession may
appear like a religious
parade, but it is, in fact,
a living cultural docu-
ment. The sound of
drums, traditional attire,
and the excitement of
children give the festival
a significance that goes
beyond a mere social
celebration.The impor-
tance of Phulaich is not
just cultural but also
environmental. The festi-
val subtly demonstrates
how closely the local
community observes
changes in nature.
Variations in snowfall,
irregularities in seasonal
cycles, and temperature
fluctuations all manifest
first in the blooming of
flowers. This allowed
the community to under-
stand how the mountains
would 'behave' that year.
Before the advent of
modern meteorology,
this knowledge guided
the community. It is not
mere folklore but a con-
crete example of envi-
ronmental
intelligence.Today, while

many communities are
losing their dialogue
with nature under the
expansion of modernity,
Kinnaur still preserves
the delicate line in
which humans and nature
are interdependent enti-
ties, sensitive to each
other’s language. When
the flowering season
arrives, the slight anxi-
ety and excitement that
spread across the region
indicate that nature here
is not an external entity
but an integral part of
the community’s
soul.Ultimately, when
the small mountain
flower returns to the vil-
lage, the deepest mes-
sage of this tradition is
revealed- mountains are
not mere landscapes;
they are conscious
beings. They witness
human activities, anxi-
eties, and hopes. And in
every heartbeat of
nature, the divine pulse
exists.Phulaich is the
festival of this con-
sciousness- a memory
that is revived every
year in a new form and
transforms the person
who experiences it from
within.Karan Singh
Parihar writes and reads
about folk traditions and
culture. These are his
personal views.

People stood in long
queues to cast their
vote in an Assembly
election in Jammu and
Kashmir after a gap of
ten long years. PM
Modi called it Naya
Kashmir as he aimed
his dart at the ‘teen
khandan‘, the three
dynasties—Congress,
JKNC and PDP. It’s
been a long ten years
in the Valley. There
have been other
decades marked by
turbulence. But none
like the past decade—
a period of transfor-
mational change,
depending on who is
asked. The ten years
carry a lot of weight
and significance. On
18 September,
Kashmiris, for the first
time, voted not for a
state but a Union
Territory. The region’s
status changed in
2019, following the
abrogation of Article
370 by the Modi gov-
ernment. Many other
firsts are also taking
place during these
keenly watched elec-
tions: Established
political parties being
pitched against several
Independent candi-
dates, who are backed
by organisations like
the banned Jamaat-e-
Islami; the entry of
Engineer Abdul
Rashid; and the
absence of stalwarts
such as Mehbooba
Mufti. It led to the
political landscape of
Jammu and Kashmir
becoming fiercely
competitive, which is
why the Assembly

elections in Jammu
and Kashmir is
ThePrint’s Newsmaker
Of The Week. The
main parties in the
fray are the INDIA
bloc’s National
Conference (NC) and
Congress, the People’s
Democratic Party
(PDP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). During the last
election BJP and PDP
had entered into an
alliance. This election
also has the second-
highest number of
Independent candi-
dates since 2008.
These elections carry a
lot of political weight
for the BJP, even
beyond the region.
The Modi government
has been showcasing
the abrogation of
Article 370 as one of
its key achievements.
After the recent delim-
itation exercise,
Kashmir has 47 seats
and Jammu has 43.
Twenty-four Assembly
seats in seven districts
went to polls on
W e d n e s d a y .
Delimitation led to an
increase in seats in
H i n d u - d o m i n a t e d
Jammu and nine seats
being reserved for the
Scheduled Tribe com-
munity, the BJP is hop-
ing to be a formidable
force in Jammu even
as it continues to face
several challenges in
the region. When it
comes to the Kashmir
valley, BJP has very lit-
tle influence. For the
National Conference
too, these elections
carry a lot of impor-

tance. Former CM of
Kashmir and chairper-
son of NC, Omar
Abdullah, lost to
Engineer Rashid dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. After making
several statements
about not contesting
elections unless state-
hood is restored to
J&K, he has decided to
take the plunge. BJP
has also brought up
statehood multiple
times. On 7 March this
year, while launching
an ‘Integrated
Development of
Hazratbal Shrine’ in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made
a strong emotional
pitch to the people of
J&K.
He guaranteed to his

“family in J&K” that
“under no circum-
stances would devel-
opment grind to a
halt” in the UT. Modi
continued the same
rhetoric on Thursday
at the rally in support
of BJP candidates in
Srinagar’s Sher-e-
Kashmir Stadium. He
spoke about BJP’s
promise to restore
Jammu and Kashmir’s
statehood, empower-
ment and develop-
ment. The withdrawal
of Article 370 and
statehood have
emerged as major
issues in these elec-
tions. Employment is
also another signifi-
cant concern. Quite
naturally, the people
in the region are divid-
ed regarding Article
370. 

Among the longest hit-
ters, at 25 years of age,
this girl has been wow-
ing golfing fans across
the world. Her straight
hits cover much ground,
leaving onlookers
agape. For world no. 41,
Aditi Ashok, who has
had a spectacular run in
the 2023 LET, opens
with a much-cherished
win on European soil,
winning the Ladies
Open 2023 season-end-
ing tournament at the
Andalucia Costa Del Sol
Open (Spain). It’s total
surrender to the game:
she won her fourth
Ladies European Tour
title at the Kenya Ladies
Open, came third in
Morocco, and was run-
ner-up in Saudi Arabia
(2023).
Scratch the calm
demeanour, and there
is a girl with a plan who
wants to hit straighter
and longer. Golf con-
sumes her. She recently

reconnected with her
childhood coach,
Gaurav Diwan, and is
“working on my swing
speed and distance”.
From those early years,
she turned pro in 2016
and was also rookie of
the year, and Ashok is
the first Indian female
golfer to enter the top
50 world ranking.
On a journey that began
at age five, she accom-
panied her father,
Ashok Gudlamani, onto
the Karnataka Golf
Course in Bangalore.
One swing and another,
and soon she was
hooked. Over the years,
her resolve, passion,
and stoic stance have
seen her climb deftly
along the ranks of
ladies’ golf. Putting, she
believes, is her strength,
and often birdie-ing to
perfection, the ramrod
straight serious girl with
her lips pursed in con-
centration has beaten

men, trumped tourna-
ments, and is eyeing
2024 as the greens
promise victories ahoy.
“Finishing in the top 5 in
Spain has been hearten-
ing after the work I have
put in. It has been com-
pletely different when
compared to where I
was in 2022. Then, I was
ranked 99 at the LPG.
So, the first win (in
Kenya) got the ball
rolling,” smiles Aditi.
A miss at the 2020
Olympics (she came
fourth), a silver at the
Asian Games 2023, she
dug deep after an off-
kilter season. Having
crossed the finish line
with wins, she feels fail-
ure teaches, victories
not so much. “In
August, I took a month
or two off to prepare for
the Asian Games. Even
though it had no rank-
ing points and had
nothing to do with my
LPGA.

Happy to see Indian girls coming up in

golf,’ says India’s first ever female golfer

The role of state

fiscal capacities in

national growth

Trump as the Republican

presidential candidate

Kinnouri Phulaich Festival: A

Confluence of Nature and Culture

Jammu and Kashmir - A peri-

od of transformational change,
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