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New Delhi
Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhupender
Yadav on Thursday refuted
claims, attributed to the Forest
Survey of India (FSI), that more
than 90 percent of the Aravalli
mountain range is less than 100
meters in height. Refuting the
allegations leveled against the
central government by Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh in this
regard, Yadav said that the BJP

will not allow Congress leaders
to plunder the Aravalli range
again. Former Union Minister
for Environment and Forests
Jairam Ramesh, citing the
alleged survey, had claimed that
under the new definition, more

than 90 percent of the Aravalli
range would no longer be pro-
tected and could be opened up
for mining, real estate, and other
activities. Bhupender Yadav
refuted this, stating that the FSI
had not conducted any such sur-
vey.He dragged former
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot into the matter and said
that his party, the BJP, would not
allow the Congress to loot the
Aravalli range. Yadav said that
despite the FSI's clear .

Congress leaders are spread-
ing lies about the Aravalli
range: Bhupendra Yadav

New Delhi

The Ministry of
Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions
launched five transforma-
tive digital reforms on
Good Governance Day to
strengthen transparent and
citizen-centric administra-
tion. These include the Ex-
Servicemen Reservation
Compilation, AI
Recruitment Tool, e-
HRMS 2.0 app, iGOT AI
platform, and Karmayogi
Digital Learning Lab 2.0.
Their aim is to strengthen
core governance process-
es, support key stakehold-
er groups, and prepare
civil servants for the chal-
lenges of a rapidly evolv-
ing administrative land-
scape.Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Minister of State in the
Prime Minister's Office,
inaugurated the National
Workshop on Good
Governance Practices
2025 in New Delhi today. 
Addressing senior govern-
ment officials, policymak-
ers, and stakeholders on
the occasion of Good
Governance Day, celebrat-
ed annually on December
25, he stated that good
governance is not an
abstract ideal but a daily
administrative. responsi-
bility based on transparen-
cy, accountability, and cit-
izen-centric delivery.

Five major digital

initiatives were

launched on Good

Governance Day

Lucknow

Aam Aadmi Party's Uttar
Pradesh in-charge and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh in a
press conference on
Wednesday, exposed a mas-
sive scam in the Ram
Temple Pran Pratishtha cer-
emony and Ayodhya beauti-
fication projects. He said
that the BJP not only mis-
used public money but also
tarnished faith by commit-
ting corruption in the name
of Lord Shri Ram and
Mother Cow.Sanjay Singh
stated that a report prepared
by the Local Fund Audit
Department, Ayodhya
Division, under the Yogi
government, revealed cor-
ruption worth over 250
crore. According to the
report, irregularities were
found in 4,305 construction
works, of which only 102
cases were responded to,
while the remaining thou-
sands remained unex-
plained. Layers of
Corruption– The Complete
Story of the Scam in the
Name of Shri RamSanjay
Singh stated that BJP leaders
engaged in corruption in
everything from cow fodder
to roads and other projects.
He revealed that payments
were made at the Kanha
Gaushala by simultaneously
weighing two trucks, mean-
ing two trucks of straw were
weighed in one minute.

Similarly, a blacklisted com-
pany called Pratap Heights
Limited was paid 6.05 crore
without any work being
done. Furthermore, agencies
like Lion Security Service
and King Security Service
were paid over 1.31 crore
without any contracts, and
payments were made in the
names of 1,500 'ghost
employees.' According to an
audit report conducted by
IIT BHU students, lighting
and decoration work was to
be done at 22 intersections,
but only 19 intersections
were found, with 3 intersec-
tions missing, for which
payments of 4.46 crore had
already been made.
Similarly, several
schemes—the CCTV cam-
era scheme (4.24 crore), the
Health ATM scheme (1.46
crore), and the Walkway
Illusion (3.95 crore)—are
also untraceable. Sanjay
Singh stated that payments
were made for cleaning 28
kilometers of Rampath,
while only 3-4 kilometers
were actually cleaned. He

said, "They ate the roads,
they ate the intersections,
they ate the fodder of the
mother cow—nothing is
sacred for the BJP.
"Sanjay Singh said that
another corruption is the
Pratap Heights project.
They received a total pay-
ment of 1 crore 8 lakh 79
thousand 306, and there is
no trace of this solar project
at Kanha Gaushala. Work
worth 18 crore was then car-
ried out without tenders at
Pratap Heights, in the name
of various other projects,
including installing hand
pumps.*'Chant Ram Ram,
public's property is yours': A
scathing attack on the
BJPThe AAP MP said, "The
BJP claims to be a devotee
of Lord Shri Ram, but has
committed a scam in his
name. I want to tell BJP sup-
porters: those who did not
belong to Lord Shri Ram
can never belong to
you."Sanjay Singh further
said, "I have said before,
'Look, you devotees, don't
do such things, don't defame
Ram's name.' But the BJP's
real slogan is, 'Chant Ram
Ram, public's property is
yours.'" He said that this cor-
ruption in the name of the
Ram Temple and Ayodhya
beautification is the biggest
attack on public faith.
Sanjay Singh demanded that
the Yogi conduct an impar-
tial investigation .

MP Sanjay Singh: Hundreds of

crores of rupees worth of scam in the

name of Ayodhya beautification 
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Pachauri
Etah: Internal differences
within the Aliganj Bar
Association have intensi-
fied after objections were
raised regarding viola-
tions of organizational
rules. Allegations have
surfaced against the
Junior Vice President of
the Bar Association, K.P
Singh Yadav who is
accused of publishing
information related to the association in various
newspapers in violation of the provisions of the
Model Bye-laws prescribed by the Uttar Pradesh
State Legal Council, Prayagraj.According to the
association, misleading information is being con-
tinuously circulated in an attempt to advance the
formation of the Elders Committee and the election
process, which is entirely illegal. The act has been
described not only as a breach of rules but also as
anti-organizational and undisciplined, potentially
harming the dignity and unity of the Bar
Association. Association office-bearers have
emphasized that the Elders Committee should be
constituted strictly based on seniority among mem-
bers. It is mandatory to follow the full process as
prescribed under the Model Bye-laws to prevent
any disputes or confusion. Any action taken in vio-
lation of these rules will not be recognized.
Furthermore, it has been clarified that the term of
office for the officials elected for 2025 is still
ongoing. Therefore, initiating any election or for-
mation process of the Elders Committee at this
time would be against the rules. Following the
emergence of this issue, a discussion has developed
among the association advocates. Several senior
members have stressed the importance of maintain-
ing organizational discipline and ensuring that all
activities are conducted in accordance with the
rules.

Controversy in Aliganj Bar

Association Over Misleading

Information, Allegations of

Rule Violations

Amroha

The 'Save Vote, Save Constitution' march
against politics of hatred, language of fear and
conspiracies to snatch votes left Moradabad on
Thursday and entered Amroha with a new
political message. The people of Amroha wel-
comed the march led by senior Aam Aadmi
Party leader, Uttar Pradesh in-charge and MP
Sanjay Singh amid fears of 35 million votes
being cut off in Uttar Pradesh. The Welcome
and crowds that gathered everywhere made it
clear that the people no longer want hatred, but
Politics of rights.The march started from
Shriram Mandap, Budh Bazar, Pakbara,
Moradabad at 10 am. A large number of local
citizens joined the walk during the seven-kilo-
metre journey.  For an afternoon rest, the yatra
reached the Ahmad Marriage Hall at Painty
Kalan in Amroha, where people shared their
concerns over vote cuts and administrative
pressure.Sanjay Singh said that the power fears
the vote of the people the most, because it is
the force that holds the biggest leaders
accountable. This fear is being used to weaken
the vote. He said the Aam Aadmi Party politi-
cal journey from Delhi to Punjab, Goa, Gujarat
and Jammu and Kashmir proves that the math
of power changes when the people exercise

votes.  Baba Saheb Dr. To abolish the right
given by Bhimrao Ambedkar Constitution,
sometimes fear of intruders is being shown and
sometimes detention centers are being threat-
ened, so that Dalits, backward, tribals, minori-
ties and poor sections can be criminalized.
Sanjay Singh questioned why the burden of its
failure is being placed on the people when bor-
der security is the responsibility of the govern-
ment. He said that schools, hospitals and

employment should be built with public
money, not jails, because if votes are taken
away the country will slip from democracy to
dictatorship. Addressing a press conference in
Amroha at 2 Pm Sanjay Singh said that the
votes of Dalits, backward and weaker sections
in Uttar Pradesh are being cut in a planned
manner where the BJP has not got votes. "This
is not democracy but an open conspiracy to
save power," he said. Sanjay Singh said that
the Bharatiya Janata Party is also damaging the

country international image. Referring to the
incident in Jabalpur, he said that the indecency
committed by the BJP woman leader against a
blind woman and her child is a shame to the
entire country and the Prime Minister himself
should apologize for such an incident.Sanjay
Singh said that on holy festivals like
Christmas, people associated with the BJP are
breaking idols of Santa Claus, entering church-
es and beating them up and reciting Hanuman
Chalisa in front of churches in Bareilly. He

questioned whether this was an honor to
Hanuman or an insult to him. He said that such
actions are spoiling the image of India in the
whole world and that is why today the atmos-
phere is being created against India in coun-
tries like Canada and the United
States.Questioning the continued bulldozing
action by the Yogi government despite the
court stay, Sanjay Singh said the government
claims that no one will be spared, but in cases
like codeine syrup, neither the bulldozer was
run nor action was taken against anyone
responsible. "When the government is not
accepting the deaths, how can one expect a fair
investigation," he said.Hitting out at the
demands of the Hindu nation, Sanjay Singh
said that Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Constitution declares India a secular nation. If
the country is run by some one religious
demands, tomorrow some one will demand a
Sikh nation, some one a Tamil Nadu nation,
someone a Telangana nation. He questioned
whether the country would be run by the
Constitution or by someone
arbitrariness.Sanjay Singh said that through the
'Save Vote, Save Constitution' padyatra, the
Aam Aadmi Party wants to send a clear mes-
sage to the people that if votes are not saved,
there will be no hearing of the people in

democracy. He said that today the Prime
Minister, Chief Minister and Ministers bow
before the people on the strength of votes, but
as soon as the votes are over, the same power
will rule with the stick. Therefore, the people
must leave their homes to protect their votes
and the Constitution and fulfill their responsi-
bility to save democracy by joining this
march.During this time, the enthusiasm of the
entire movement doubled as soon as Punjab
Aam Aadmi Party state president and cabinet
minister Aman Arora reached the 'Save Vote,
Save Constitution' padyatra. His presence
brought new enthusiasm and confidence
among the workers and the general public.
Aman Arora said that this march is not just a
one-state movement, but a decisive battle to
save the country democracy and constitution.
He made it clear that the Aam Aadmi Party
would fight unitedly for the strength of the
vote and the protection of the Constitution
across the country. His joining gave the march
a national tone and strengthened this fight
against the government.After the press confer-
ence, the march resumed and reached Royal
Garden, Telipura Mafi, Amroha on Kalsa Road
for night rest.  People joined the march at vari-
ous places along the route to support this cam-
paign to save democracy.
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Ghazipur. In the 36th
Inter-Collegiate Athletics
Competition-2025 held at
Veer Bahadur Singh
Purvanchal University,
Jaunpur, the athletes of
Shaheed Smarak
Government College,
Muhammadabad
Yusufpur, from Ghazipur
district, created history
with their outstanding
performance. In this pres-
tigious university-level
competition, the college
achieved a remarkable
feat by winning a total of
33 medals, including 4
gold and 13 silver.The
biggest highlight of this
spectacular performance
was that Shaheed Smarak
Government College
secured the runner-up tro-
phy in the girls' category
for the first time. As soon

as the trophy was
announced, an atmos-
phere of joy and celebra-
tion erupted among the
players, teachers, and
supporters, and the entire
campus was filled with
jubilation.In the boys' cat-
egory, Ratan Paswan and
Sunil Yadav made signifi-
cant contributions to the
college's success by win-
ning four medals each.
Ratan Paswan earned
special recognition by
winning gold medals in
the triple jump and
decathlon. Muhammad
Belal, Nitesh, Golu,
Akhilesh, and other play-
ers also enriched the
medal tally with their
strong performances in
various events.In the
girls' category, Neha
Kushwaha won a gold
medal in the high jump
and Neha Yadav won a
gold medal in the ham-

mer throw, bringing
honor to the college.
Along with them, Seetu
Pal, Poonam Kumari,
Riya Rai, Shivangi
Tiwari, Sonam Kumari,
Khushi Rai, Vinita
Kushwaha, Gunja Bind,
Prachi, and Priyanka
Kumari also won medals
in different events,
strengthening the team's
success. Throughout the
competition, team man-
agers Dr. Madhavam
Singh and Dr. Aditya
Kumar continuously
guided and motivated the
players.The college prin-
cipal, Dr. Arun Kumar,
congratulated all the win-
ning and participating
players and said that this
achievement is a matter
of pride for the college
and will inspire the stu-
dents to perform even
better in the field of
sports in the future.

Shaheed Smarak College Writes a Golden

Chapter, Achieves Runner-up Position in

Girls' Category with 33 Medals
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Ghazipur. Due to the
ongoing cold wave and
intense cold in the dis-
trict, the district admin-
istration has become
fully active. Under the
instructions of District
Magistrate Avinash
Kumar, relief work is
being effectively car-
ried out at the city and
tehsil levels. In this
regard, under the lead-
ership of Harshita
Tiwari, blankets were
distributed to needy,
poor, and homeless
people in the city area,
providing them with
some relief from the
biting cold.The night
shelters operating in
the tehsil area are
being kept open regu-
larly, where proper
arrangements have
been made for
overnight stays. The
Sub-Divisional
Magistrate has
appealed to people liv-
ing in the open to stay
in the night shelters to
protect themselves

from the cold.The
Municipal Council,
Nagar Panchayat, and
tehsil administration
are continuously mak-
ing arrangements for
bonfires at public and
crowded places.
Officials have been
instructed to ensure
that the bonfires burn
continuously so that
passersby and needy
people can get relief
from the cold.The Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
appealed to the general
public to exercise cau-
tion and avoid going
out unnecessarily in
view of the extreme
cold. He advised them
to wear warm clothes

when going out and
keep themselves safe.
He said that with vigi-
lance and cooperation,
cold-related illnesses
and accidents can be
avoided.

The adminis-
tration has also
requested people to
immediately inform the
concerned authorities if
they see any homeless
person struggling with
the cold, so that timely
assistance can be pro-
vided to them. During
this time, Tehsildar
Mahendra Bahadur,
Naib Tehsildar Vipin
Kumar, and other offi-
cers and employees
were present.

Grand Inauguration of New

Friends Cricket Cp Tournament.

Administration geared up to tack-

le the cold wave, providing relief

to the poor and helpless

Etah

In the midst of a severe
cold wave that has dis-
rupted daily life across
the district, dedicated
social worker
Manvendra Singh
Chauhan, popularly
known as ‘Manu,’ once
again set an exemplary
standard of humanity,
compassion and service.
Understanding the suf-
fering of the voiceless
cattle, Manu visited a
local gaushala (cow
shelter) in Etah and per-
sonally covered the ani-
mals with blankets to
provide relief from the
biting cold. Onlookers
at the gaushala wit-
nessed Manu carefully
attending to each ani-
mal, ensuring they were
protected from the harsh
winter conditions. This
act of service not only
symbolizes his commit-
ment to social welfare
but also underscores
that true social work is
reflected in actions, not
words. In extreme cold,

when the most vulnera-
ble—including ani-
mals—are heavily
affected, such efforts are
particularly commend-
able.Manu is widely
recognized in Etah as a
grassroots social worker
who remains actively
engaged in charitable
activities throughout the

year. Whether it is pro-
viding food, clothing
and footwear to the poor
and needy or arranging
fodder, medicines and
other essential resources
for cattle, he is always
at the forefront of serv-
ice initiatives. During
the blanket distribution,
Manu remarked that

while humans can pro-
tect themselves with
warm clothing, fires and
blankets the condition
of animals in shelters is
far more dire. He
emphasized that cattle
are an integral part of
India culture, tradition
and faith 
and their care is not

only the responsibility
of the government or
organizations but a
moral duty of every citi-
zen. He also appealed to
the district prominent
citizens, social workers
and volunteer organiza-
tions to contribute blan-
kets, fodder and other
essential resources to
ensure that no animal
suffers during the ongo-
ing cold wave. Local
residents and gaushala
management praised
Manu humane and sen-
sitive initiative, noting
that such acts of service
inspire positive thinking
in society and encour-
age others to take
responsibility for social
welfare.Manvendra
Singh Chauhan ‘Manu’
efforts stand as a living
example of compassion
and humanity, proving
that genuine social serv-
ice involves understand-
ing and addressing the
suffering of both
humans and voiceless
creatures alike.

Social Worker ‘Manu’ Sets an Example of Humanity,

Covers Cattle with Blankets Amid Cold Wave
Etah

The New Friends Cricket
Cup Tournament, organ-
ized to promote sports
activities in the region
was inaugurated on
Sunday amidst an enthusi-
astic atmosphere. The
opening ceremony was
presided over by the chief
guest, Aliganj MLA
Satyapal Singh Rathore,
who officially inaugurat-
ed the event by cutting
the ribbon. The ceremony
was also attended by dis-
tinguished guests, includ-
ing Simpal Rathore, rep-
resentative of Raja Ka
Rampur Nagar Panchayat
and Vivek Gupta, chair-
man of Jaithra Nagar
Panchayat. Addressing the
gathering, MLA Satyapal
Singh Rathore empha-
sized that regular sports
events in the region pro-
vide youth with new
direction and positive
energy. He stated that
sports not only contribute
to physical development
but also foster mental
strength and discipline.
He urged the participants
to compete with a true
spirit of sportsmanship
while maintaining disci-
pline. Speaking at the
event, Man Singh Yadav
added that such tourna-

ments promote social har-
mony, brotherhood and
goodwill and should be
organized regularly. The
inaugural match was
played between the teams
from Etawah and
Mathura. Mathura won
the toss and elected to bat
first. Opening batsmen
Gaurav and Kuldeep start-
ed the innings, but
Gaurav was dismissed on
the second ball by bowler
Mohit, caught brilliantly
by Sani at point, thrilling
the spectators. In the 20-
over match, Mathura
managed to score only 73
runs. Chasing the target,
the Etawah team per-
formed exceptionally,
winning the match by 9
wickets. The match com-
mentary was provided by

Kamar Khan and
Abhishek, while
Satyendra handled the
scoring. Umpires Vishal
Sharma and Naushad
Mewati officiated the
game.
The event witnessed

robust security arrange-
ments, managed by the
Aliganj and Raja Ka
Rampur police, ensuring a
peaceful and orderly con-
duct of the tournament.
The organizing committee
included Vishal Sharma,
Kamar, Naushad,
Nizamuddin, Bittu, Bhanu
Rathore, Bittu Chauhan,
Sabir, Nafees, Sikandar,
Manoj Rathore, Abhishek
Shakya, Satyendra, Ikrar,
Laltu, Chhotu Gupta,
Cheetu Gupta and several
others.

Sanjay Singh vote Save Constitution Save Yatra reached Amroha
Demand for Hindu nation without constitution is the beginning of dividing the country: Sanjay Singh
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Tharwai. A blanket distribution ceremony was organized in

Tikri Nayepura village of Soraon assembly constituency

under the auspices of Apna Dal (S). The chief guest at the

event was Kishan Saroj, former state secretary of Apna Dal

(S) and in-charge of Sareni (Rae Bareli) assembly con-

stituency. The program began with a garland ceremony and

musical welcome for the chief guest and Apna Dal (S) office

bearers. The program was conducted by Ramamurti Patel,

while Birha Emperor Devraj Patel captivated the audience

with his melodious songs. Chief Guest Kishan Saroj encour-

aged the helpless and poor elderly women and men present

by giving them shawls. He then distributed blankets to hun-

dreds of needy people. The faces of the poor lit up with joy

upon receiving the blankets. In his address, the chief guest

paid homage to great personalities like Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel, Chhatrapati Shivaji, Jyotiba Phule, and Baba Saheb

Bhimrao Ambedkar. He stated that the mission of Apna Dal

(S) National President Anupriya Patel is to help the poor,

Dalits, helpless, and laborers. Its objective is also to educate

and empower the youth, as well as to empower women and

make them self-reliant. The program organizer, Shyam Lal

Saroj, extended his greetings and gratitude to all those pres-

ent. Also present on the occasion were Apna Dal (S) District

Gangapar in-charge Bhanu Pratap Patel, Soraon Assembly

President Sushil Patel, Jitendra Saroj, Rajendra Bahadur

Singh, Monu Bhartiya, Chedilal Yadav, Satish Tiwari, Nanhe

Lal Sahu, Shiv Lal Patel, Madhavrao Patel, Ram Kailash Pal,

Satnu Nanku Bhartiya, Radheshyam, Radheshyam Maurya,

Sajjan Yadav, and a large number of women, men, and other

dignitaries.

Poor People's Faces Light Up

After Receiving Blankets: A

Glimpse of Happiness on

Everyone's Faces

Kaushambi. The audacity

of land grabbers is grow-

ing, and they are deter-

mined to forcibly seize

anyone's land and property.

These bullies have no fear

of the law. Manoj Kumar

Kesarwani, a former coun-

cilor and resident of

Bharwari, informed the

Sandipan Ghat police sta-

tion in-charge that his

house, located at

Murattganj bus stop, Ward

Number 14, Sauhard

Nagar, Bharwari Municipal

Council, was completely

demolished by land mafia

using a JCB on the night of

December 24th and 25th.

Manoj learned about this

from his neighbors and

acquaintances. The house

was being used as a doc-

tor's clinic, and the demoli-

tion has resulted in a loss

of Rs. 10 lakh for Manoj.

In this matter, Santosh, son

of Ram Pratap, a resident

of Murattganj, had been

eyeing the property since

its construction in 2007.

The house was demolished

at night with the support of

Salman, son of Akbar, who

was developing plots

behind the demolished

house, and his accom-

plices. Those who demol-

ished the house have nei-

ther any documents nor

any claim to the property,

yet Manoj's house was

arbitrarily demolished in

the middle of the night,

which directly raises ques-

tions about law and order.

The police station in-

charge has taken note of

the information and started

an investigation.
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Prayagraj. A tribute
program was organized
today at Shri
Vishwakarma Temple in
Kidganj, Prayagraj, on
the death anniversary of
former President of
India, Giani Zail Singh.
People from far and
wide offered floral trib-
utes to the portrait of
Giani Zail Singh. The
program was successful-
ly organized under the
supervision of BJP
leader Ajay Sharma.
Ramakant Sharma, a
senior advocate who
presided over the pro-
gram, said that Giani
Zail Singh served as the
seventh President of
India from July 25,
1982, to July 25, 1987.
In his address, Pankaj
Kumar Manu said that
Giani Zail Singh played
an active role in the
Indian independence
movement and the Quit
India Movement. Shiv

Shankar Vishwakarma,
in his address, said that
Giani Zail Singh, who
passed away on
December 25, 1994,
inspires us with his con-
tributions to Indian poli-
tics and his dedication
to public service.Ram
Murti Vishwakarma,
addressing the program,
said that after independ-
ence, he held several
important political posi-

tions in Punjab, serving
as a minister and later
as Chief Minister.
Several people, includ-
ing senior social worker
Krishna Prasad
Vishwakarma, Pankaj
Sharma, Ram Niranjan
Vishwakarma, Satish
Chandra Sharma,
Satyendra Vishwakarma
(Advocate), and
Vinover, were present
during the program. 

Christmas traffic chaos in Civil
Lines area, vehicles crawled

through the city
Prayagraj: Due to the large crowds at the Christmas fair, the

Civil Lines area experienced massive traffic jams on

Thursday. MG Marg was the worst affected. Subhash

Chowk, Civil Lines bus stand, Hanuman Mandir Chowk, and

other areas were also severely congested. The presence of

barricades at various points caused difficulties for com-

muters. A journey that would normally take five minutes took

drivers half an hour to an hour. The situation only returned to

normal after around 10 pm.On the occasion of Christmas, a

large number of people gathered at the Patthar Girjaghar

(Stone Church) in Civil Lines on Thursday. A festive atmos-

phere prevailed around St. Joseph's Church, Lal Girjaghar

(Red Church), and other churches. Being a holiday, people

from other communities also came out to celebrate. Most

people came to Civil Lines to spend their holiday. A large

crowd of Christmas revelers had already gathered there. As a

result, from 4 pm onwards, MG Marg, along with Hot Stuff,

Vivekananda Chowk, Mishra Bhawan Chowk, Eklavya

Chowk, Nawab Yusuf Road, Auto Sales Chowk, Patrika

Chowk, and other areas experienced severe traffic jams.

Vehicles crawled along. Police had to barricade the road from

Subhash Chowk leading towards Patthar Girjaghar.

Similarly, traffic was diverted from Patthar Girjaghar as

well.Vehicles crawled here tooThe traffic situation was so

bad that there was a long queue of vehicles on MG Marg

from Hanuman Mandir to Hindu Hostel Chowk. A similar

situation prevailed from Lok Seva Aayog Chowk to Hindu

Hostel and from there to Company Bagh Gate Number One.

Vehicles crawled for hours in these areas. Akash Kushwaha,

a resident of Mumfordganj, who was on a motorbike with his

friend, said that he was going to visit the Patthar Girjaghar

Chowk but had been stuck in traffic near Hindu Hostel for

about an hour and a half. However, the traffic police person-

nel present at the spot managed to clear the jam after consid-

erable effort. Police have erected barricades on the following

routes:Subhash Chowk to Patthar Girjaghar ChowkPost

Office Chowk to Patthar Girjaghar ChowkAmbedkar Chowk

to Patthar GirjagharMG Marg Hanuman Temple to Company

BaghPatrika Chowk to Company Bagh Gate Number

OneHindu Hostel Chowk to Company Bagh Gate Number

One  . 
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Prayagraj. On Thursday
afternoon, a speeding
trailer traveling in the
wrong lane on the
Prayagraj-Pratapgarh
highway near Sarai Baju
village in the Soraon area
collided with a car and a
state-run bus. Three peo-
ple in the car were seri-
ously injured, while sev-
eral bus passengers sus-
tained injuries. Upon
receiving the information,
the police cleared the
traffic jam on the high-
way and sent all the
injured to the Soraon
Community Health
Center for treatment. On
Thursday afternoon, a bus
from Akbarpur depot was
traveling from Prayagraj
to Pratapgarh with pas-

sengers. A car was also
traveling just ahead of it.
The car and the bus had
just reached the
Prayagraj-Pratapgarh
highway near Sarai Baju
village under the Soraon
police station when a
speeding trailer came
from the opposite direc-
tion in the wrong lane.
Due to the fog and mist,
before the drivers of the

car and the bus could
understand what was hap-
pening, the trailer collid-
ed forcefully with both
vehicles. As a result, the
out-of-control trailer and
the bus ended up in a
ditch on the side of the
road. After the collision
with the trailer, the car
was damaged, and three
occupants from
Pratapgarh, Niazul Nisha,

Sajid, and Gungun Nisha,
were seriously injured.
Several passengers on the
bus, including Ram
Sumer, Richa Yadav, and
Ruchi Yadav from
Sultanpur district; Mohd.
Arif from Jaunpur; and
Dinesh Patel, Girija Pati,
and Saumya Srivastava
from Akbarpur,
Ambedkar Nagar, sus-
tained injuries. Upon

receiving the information,
the Soraon police, with
the help of villagers, res-
cued all the injured
trapped in the car and the
bus and sent them to the
Soraon Community
Health Center for first
aid. 
There, the doctor provid-
ed first aid to the injured
bus passengers and dis-
charged them. 

Prayagraj: On
Thursday, a wreath-
laying ceremony was
held at the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee
auditorium in the
Saraswati campus of
Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon
Open University,
Prayagraj, under the
auspices of the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee
Good Governance
Chair, to commemo-
rate the 101st birth
anniversary of
Bharat Ratna and
former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee. Despite
the biting cold and
fog, Vice-Chancellor
Professor Satyakam,
during the ceremony,
said that former
Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was
a true son of Mother
India. His legacy
inspires us. On Atal
Ji's birth anniversary
today, we resolve to
carry forward his
legacy. By adopting
Atal Ji's ideals and
thoughts, we will
work to further the
progress of Rajarshi
Tandon Open

University. Professor
Anand Anand
Tripathi welcomed
the Vice-Chancellor,
and Registrar
Colonel Vinay
Kumar delivered the
vote of thanks. On
this occasion, Dr.
Ravindra Pratap
Singh recited some
of Atal Ji's poems.
All members of the
university family
offered floral tributes
to former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee during the
wreath-laying cere-
mony.

Trailer going in the wrong direction collides with a
bus and car, several passengers injured

Prayagraj. A program
was organized at the
District Panchayat
Auditorium on
Thursday on the occa-
sion of the birth cente-
nary of Bharat Ratna
and former Prime
Minister, late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. On
this occasion, the pro-
gram was inaugurated
by lighting the lamp
and offering garlands to
the portrait of late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in the
presence of Member of
Parliament Phulpur
Praveen Patel as the
chief guest, District
Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma, and BJP
District President
Gangapar Nirmala
Paswan. On this occa-

sion, the live broadcast
of the speeches of the
Prime Minister and
Chief Minister at the
inauguration program of
the National Inspiration
Site held in Lucknow
was shown in the
District Panchayat
Auditorium. On this
occasion, the winning

students and partici-
pants of the essay,
speech, and poetry
recitation competitions
at the district level were
honored by the Member
of Parliament with the
prescribed amount and
certificates of apprecia-
tion. Sneha Tiwari, who
secured the first posi-

tion in the essay compe-
tition, Akanksha Yadav,
who secured the second
position, and Navya
Kumari, who secured
the third position, were
honored with checks of
Rs. 5000, Rs. 3000, and
Rs. 2000 respectively,
along with certificates
of appreciation.
Similarly, Anugrah
Pratap Singh, who
secured the first posi-
tion in the speech com-
petition, Prabhat
Shukla, who secured
the second position, and
Nishith Dubey, who
secured the third posi-
tion, were honored with
checks of Rs. 10000,
Rs. 5000, and Rs. 2500
respectively, along with
certificates of apprecia-

tion. Likewise, Sakshi
Mishra, who secured
the first position in the
solo poetry recitation
competition, Devendra
Pratap Singh, who
secured the second
position, and Hriday
Mishra, who secured
the third position, were
honored with checks of
Rs. 10000, Rs. 5000,
and Rs. 2500 respec-
tively, along with cer-
tificates of appreciation.
On this occasion,
Saraswati Vandana and
a welcome song were
presented by the stu-
dents of Jagat Taran
Inter College and
Government Inter
College, Civil Lines.
On this occasion,
Phulpur MP Praveen

Patel, in his address,
said that when the name
of former Prime
Minister late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee comes up, his
towering personality as
a journalist, writer, poet,
politician, and visionary
comes before us. His
entire life was like an
open book. 

The personality, ideals,
and nationalistic spirit
of former Prime
Minister late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee are an inspira-
tion to all of us. His life
and thoughts are a
source of inspiration for
all of us. The revered
Atal Ji was a great
nationalist thinker, a
visionary, a powerful
orator, and a harbinger
of good governance. 

A program was organized at the District

Panchayat Auditorium on the occasion of the

birth centenary of late Atal Bihari Vajpayee

A tribute program was organized in

Kidganj on the death anniversary of

former President Giani Zail Singh

House completely demolished
by miscreants using a JCB 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee's Legacy

Inspires Us - Professor Satyakam

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. The 101st birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was cele-
brated with great fanfare
under the auspices of the
Hindu Raksha Samiti. On
this occasion, he was remem-
bered as a symbol of good
governance. Hindu leader
Awadhesh Narayan Shukla
was present as the chief
guest at the program.Tributes
were paid to Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who was the first
to complete a full term of a
non-Congress government
after India's independence,
for his good governance and
visionary leadership. The
program was presided over
by the organization's conven-
er, Ved Prakash Satyarthi.In
his address, Satyarthi said

that Atal Ji, coming from a
poor family, entered politics
from journalism and became
the first Prime Minister of
the country who ran the gov-
ernment without the support
of the Nehru family or the
Congress. 
His government is still con-

sidered synonymous with
good governance. He set an
example of running a gov-
ernment without the support
of anti-national forces. Atal
Ji resolved to make India a
strong nation and fulfilled it.
Chief guest Awadhesh

Narayan Shukla, while
remembering Atal Ji's contri-
butions, said that he was a
leader in Indian politics who
tried to free democracy from
the new monarchy. During
his tenure, the country wit-
nessed important steps such
as economic reforms, nuclear
tests, and social development
.A large number of organiza-
tion workers and local peo-
ple were present at the pro-
gram.
Everyone offered floral trib-

utes to Atal Ji's statue and
resolved to carry forward his
ideals. Prominent among
those present were Arjun
Singh, Shivam Pandey,
Deepak Maurya, Akshay
Singh, Deshraj Yadav,
Dinesh Patel, Ashish Kumar
Pandey, Govind Saroj,
Dheeraj Patel, and hundreds
of others.

Bahraich: Under the guidance of Soni Srivastava, director of

Metro Academy, Bahraich, Priyanka Singh won the prestigious

Bahraich competition, bringing pride to the district.Priyanka

Singh is not only a skilled homemaker but also a dedicated

school teacher and successfully runs her own beauty parlour,

Priyanka Makeover. Her confidence, personality and talent were

highly appreciated during the competition.

Priyanka Singh Wins Bahraich Title,
Brings Pride to District

Former Prime Minister's Birth Anniversary Celebrated

Under the Auspices of Hindu Raksha Samiti
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Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks

is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent. 

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India–Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed. 
Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the $60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only $5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

Late one night in 1978, in a
nation illuminated by the end
of the Emergency, police
dragged Ghulam Nabi Patel
out of his home in Srinagar’s
Batamaloo, and into the city’s
Central Jail. Leviathan still
cast a long shadow in this
corner of the republic, it
became clear. The head of
the Kashmir Motor Drivers
Association, it later emerged,
had campaigned for the
Janata Party in the just-con-
cluded elections. This action
enraged then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah
enough to make the trade
union leader the first victim
of Kashmir’s just-legislated
preventive detention law, the
Public Safety Act.  The High
Court ordered Ghulam Nabi’s
release, but that wasn’t quite
the end of the story. In 2018,
the elderly politician, battling
cancer and on a trip home to
arrange his daughter’s wed-
ding, was shot dead by ter-
rorists. This time, the parties
he’d served for decades —
the Congress and the
People’s Democratic Party —
denied their association with
him, so they would not have
to condemn the assassins. A
last bit of the story remains.
In 2020, Ghulam Nabi’s chil-
dren were served notice by
the government, ordering
them to vacate the premises
they were provided to pro-
tect them from terrorist
attack. This week, the
Supreme Court is scheduled
to resume hearing petitions
seeking the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s state-
hood, an issue it elided over
after 32 paragraphs of ele-
gant prose, in return for a
promise from the Solicitor
General. The decision to hear

the issue is an important one,
but it also evades a critical
issue. The demotion of
Kashmir to a Union territory
isn’t the only issue that needs
to be discussed, as India
moves forward to reimagine
its constitutional relationship
with the once-was-a-state.
Kashmir has never been, in
any sense of the world,
allowed to be a normal state,
with normal politicians and
normal citizens.  The state
might have been the first to
get rural radio sets, scholar
Navnita Chadha Behera
notes, but authorities were
careful to disable their tuners
with wire, so as to ensure
only Radio Kashmir could be
heard. There were elections
to a constituent Assembly in
1951, true, but politician
Syed Mir Qasim observed
notices posted on walls,
ordering people not to dis-
cuss politics. Thus, Kashmir
was bound to the republic
with terror and blood, not
ideas or culture. For this, the
long jihad Pakistan unleashed
against Kashmir in 1947-
1948, and has since contin-
ued without interruption,
must be held responsible.
Like many other regions in
India, from the adivasi heart-
lands in central India to parts
of the Northeast, democracy

has struggled to grow in
exceptionally harsh condi-
tions. All blame, though,
does not lie across the Line of
Control. Elections that served
to undermine democracy, the
state-enabled subversion of
the political system through
corruption, the use of coer-
cion unconstrained by law:
All these, the story of Ghulam
Nabi Patel should remind us,
were Indian inventions.
Today, the challenge isn’t just
to restore statehood in
Kashmir. The task Indians
need to embrace is to build a
state that is Indian, an unre-
markable part of our repub-
lic. Eighty years ago, Prime
Minister Abdullah had prom-
ised that a utopia would be
built from the ruins of
Partition and war. The Naya
Kashmir manifesto — which,
Andrew Whitehead reminds
us, liberally helped itself to
text from the 1936 constitu-
tion of the Soviet Union —
held out promises to redis-
tribute feudal landholdings
to the peasants, to uphold
the rights of women, and
introduce universal access to
healthcare and education.
The communist couple Freda
Houlston and her husband
Baba Pyare Lal Bedi wrote
the manifesto with
Abdullah’s encouragement,

though it is unclear if his
commitment to communism
was ever serious. To the
great Kashmiri poet Ghulam
Ahmad Mahjoor, it seemed
Abdullah was leading the
region out of the darkness:
“The ranges of the mountains
shall yield gold,” he gushed,
“Pearls shall emerge out of
the Wular lake.” Less than
five years after
Independence, though, the
poet had encountered disillu-
sionment. The reality of ‘New
Kashmir’, it turned out, was
one-party authoritarianism,
electoral malpractice, and
communalism. “Freedom
being of heavenly birth, can’t
move from door to door,” he
avidly wrote, “You’ll find her
camping in the homes of a
chosen few alone.” How did
this come about? The story
has something to do with bad
luck, scholar Aijaz Ashraf
Wani has written, in an excel-
lent survey of the roots of
misadministration in Kashmir.
Two successive bad harvests,
in 1949-1950 and 1950-1951,
created enormous rural dis-
content. Forced levies of
crops from farmers, imposed
in a desperate effort to stave
off famine, sharpened the
resentment, while shortages
of food in the cities grew to
alarming levels. The National
Conference succeeded in
dominating the Constituent
Assembly, winning all 75
seats in the 1951 elections.
This was only possible,
though, because 45 out of 49
candidates of the Hindu-
nationalist Praja Parishad
party were barred from con-
testing, mainly on frivolous
technical grounds, Behera
has observed. The media was
muzzled, and opponents

were intimidated and impris-
oned. Less than five years
later, though, the relation-
ship between Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Abdullah had begun to break
down. The Praja Parishad,
denied electoral space, start-
ed a mass movement seeking
the full integration of
Kashmir into India. Abdullah,
in a 10 April 1952 speech in
RS Pura, suggested it was
becoming impossible to
“convince the Muslims of
Kashmir that India does not
intend to swallow them up.”
The threat of war with
Pakistan was alive, Nehru
could not countenance this
rebellion. “I am afraid
Kashmir is heading in an
adverse direction,” Nehru
warned in a 28 June 1953 let-
ter.  The new regime of Prime
Minister Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad came to power
on the back of a unanimous
vote of confidence from
Jammu & Kashmir’s
Constituent Assembly, many
of whose members were
released from prison that
very day. Early in 1954, the
Union government restricted
Kashmir’s special status by
passing constitutional
amendments that cut back
the state’s autonomy. Long
before Kashmir’s special sta-
tus ended, 260 of the 395
Articles in the Indian
Constitution were already
applicable in Jammu &
Kashmir; the remaining 135
were identical provisions
found in the Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir.  Like his
predecessor and incarcerated
friend Abdullah, Bakshi
hoped development would
subsume the urge for politi-
cal agency and dialogue. 

The deadly flash floods and land-
slides in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in
which 16 people were killed, high-
light the problems of illegal riverbank
constructions and inadequate warn-
ing systems. Videos of submerged vil-
lages, ravaging floods sweeping up
buildings and cars in their tide, and
stranded people have become an
almost annual occurrence now in the
Himalayan region. Dharali’s floods
struck in the absence of any weather
warning, and authorities are still con-
fused about the actual cause. While
the Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it
with the available data. Uttarkashi
district recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8
hours on 5 August; it is still lower
than districts such as Haridwar and
Dehradun, which got 15-30 cm of
rain on the same day.  In a state that
sees frequent cloudbursts and floods
during the monsoon, and has been
explicitly marked as a ‘high vulnera-
bility zone’ for landslides by the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the damage from
the Dharali floods is not merely
nature’s fault. The blame also rests
squarely on building norms, mass
road construction and mining proj-
ects, and other anthropogenic activi-
ties that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. The floods
should be another wake-up call for
the IMD and the NDMA to buck up
and ensure the safety of people and
ecology in the Himalayas. Dharali is a
small hamlet 2,680 metres above sea
level, situated 18 km from Gangotri,
and is a common stopover for
tourists and pilgrims going to one of
the Char Dhams of Uttarakhand. It is
dotted with hotels, restaurants, and
homes built precariously close to the
banks of the Kheerganga River that
runs through the village.  On Tuesday
afternoon, a barrage of water
descended upon the village and

damaged houses, roads, and the one
bridge connecting Dharali and
Hershil, another area affected by the
landslide. Satellite images from ISRO
now show that deposits of mud and
sediments from the floods cover all
of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the
Uttarkashi district, from 1 August
onwards. But compared to other dis-
tricts, Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this
monsoon was still pretty low. From 1
to 5 August, Uttarkashi’s recorded
rainfall was 6 percent lower than the
average rainfall it gets during this
period. Over the monsoon season so
far this year in the state, Uttarkashi
has recorded 7 per cent lower rainfall
than average. If there was indeed a
cloudburst—100 mm of rain falling in
one hour in a small area—then the
IMD is not aware of it. The closest
Automatic Weather System (AWS)
station that could record this cloud-
burst is 7 km from Dharali, and it did
not catch a cloudburst. But experts
say that even without a cloudburst,
the possibility of heavy rainfall.
causing this disaster is not unfound-

ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’ may
have happened much higher at
12,000 ft above sea level, and Dharali
is at 8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000
ft makes a huge difference to the
intensity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorol-
ogy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told ThePrint. “The canal is
very narrow, and a lot of trees and
mud could have been uprooted and
swept along with the water.” If
extremely heavy rainfall can cause
such damage without a rare event
like a cloudburst, it should leave the
system working /.

Dharali floods a wake-up call 

for IMD, NDMA to buck up 
If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the latter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project.  That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Good politician, bad statesman — what

Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

Buying Russian oil, misreading

Trump—3 points will define

India’s next energy strategy

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed

economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Restoring J&K’s statehood won’t be enough.

Kashmiris need to be treated like other Indians
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