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Jaunpur

In a significant organizational development, Lalji Yadav the
District President from Jaunpur, has been appointed as the
State Vice President and State Organization In-Charge of the
Akhil Bharatvarshiya Yadav Mahasabha (Uttar Pradesh). The
Appointment was made by the State President of the organiza-
tion, Ashok Yadav (Advocate, Supreme Court of India), rec-
ognizing Lalji Yadav nearly 25 years of dedicated social serv-
ice and active organizational contribution.According to
sources within the organization, Lalji Yadav has been actively
involved in social and community activities for many years.
He has played an important role in strengthening unity within
the Yadav community and encouraging youth participation in
the organization. His commitment and leadership capabilities
have now earned him a major responsibility at the state level.
Receiving such a significant role at the state level from the
historic district of Jaunpur is being seen as a matter of pride
not only for Lalji Yadav but also for the entire district.
Members of the community believe that under his leadership,
the organization will become stronger and will work more
effectively for the welfare and development of society. On this
occasion, Lal Bihari Yadav (Leader of Opposition, Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Council) and Manoj Singh Yadav
(National General Secretary) formally presented the appoint-
ment letter to Lalji Yadav in the Presence of several senior
office bearers and members of the organization. After receiv-
ing the appointment letter, Lalji Yadav expressed his gratitude
to the state leadership and assured that he would discharge his
responsibilities with dedication, honesty and commitment. He
stated that strengthening unity within the Yadav community,
promoting education, enhancing social awareness and expand-
ing the organization would be his top Priorities. He further
added that through the organization, efforts will be made to
connect youth across various districts of Uttar Pradesh and
work continuously for the progress and empowerment of soci-
ety. He also emphasized that the organization will remain
committed to protecting the rights, dignity, and interests of the
community. The news of his appointment has brought a wave
of happiness across the region and the district. Several
Prominent members of society and supporters congratulated
him and expressed confidence that under his leadership, the
organization will achieve new heights.Among those present
on the occasion were Dr. Rajpati Yadav, Shiv Sahay Yadav,
Mayashankar Yadav, Janardan Yadav, Brijbhushan Yadav, Tej
Bahadur Yadav, Jai Hind Yadav, Shiv Dhani Yadav, and Rang
Bahadur Yadav, along with many other supporters and well-
Wishers.

Ghazipur

District Basic
Education Officer,
Upasana Rani Verma,
conducted a surprise
inspection of four
Primary schools in
the Sadat education
area on Monday to
assess the situation.
During the inspection,
the BSA discovered
several irregularities
and she withheld the
salaries of the head-
masters of three pri-
mary schools and
sought an explana-
tion. This action by
the BSA caused a stir
in the primary
schools. The BSA
inspected Primary
School Aspur,

Primary School
Atampur Chhapra,
Primary School
Parsani, and the com-
posite school in
Mubarakpur Hartara.

During the inspection,
it was found that
many teachers were
not using the teacher
manual, their teacher
diaries were incom-

plete and some stu-
dents were found
without uniforms. The
headmasters were
unable to provide sat-
isfactory answers to

this question. The
inspection also found
the cleanliness of the
schools to be unsatis-
factory. Furthermore,
the maintenance and
stock registers of
materials related to
ongoing construction
work in the schools
were also not present-
ed on site. In light of
these irregularities,
the BSA has ordered
the salaries of the
headmasters of all
three primary schools
to be withheld and
has sought an expla-
nation from them.
Following this action,
vigilance has
increased in
other schools as Well.
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Tharwai / A student was
returning home from
school with her mother
near Sahjipur village,
under the Tharwai police
station area, when a speed-
ing biker hit her, causing
serious injuries. She is
undergoing treatment. The
student suffered a frac-
tured right arm and head

and abdominal injuries due
to the severe head injury.
The incident occurred
around 2:30 pm on
February 23, 2026. The
student is undergoing
treatment. The severe head
injury caused a blood clot
in the brain, causing men-
tal impairment. The father,
Manoj Kumar Chaurasia,
is a resident of Sahjipur
village, Tharwai police

station, Prayagraj. His
daughter, Mahek
Chaurasia, was returning
home from school with her
mother. Based on the com-
plaint filed by the victim's
father, Inspector Santosh
Kumar Pandey has taken
cognizance of the matter
and filed a report against
the biker. 
The case is currently under
investigation. 
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Prayagraj. Entrance
exams will be held on
March 22 for admission to
vacant seats in classes 6, 7,
8, and 9 in the district's
Jaiprakash Narayan
Sarvodaya schools and
girls' schools. A meeting in
this regard was held on
Wednesday in the NIC
auditorium under the chair-
manship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma.It was decided in the
meeting that the question
paper for the entrance exam
will be prepared by the
Principal of the District

Institute of Education and
Training (DIET), Prayagraj.
The District Magistrate
directed that in case of a
large number of candidates
at Jaiprakash Narayan
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya
Surwal Sahni and Girls'
School Kaudihar, nearby
schools should also be
made examination cen-
ters.At the same time, the
entrance exams for
Jaiprakash Narayan
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya Khai
Karchana and Koraon will
be held in the same school
premises.The District Social
Welfare Officer informed
that as per the instructions

of the Social Welfare
Director, in the districts
where the direct recruitment
examination for Sub-
Inspector Civil Police and
equivalent posts is to be
held on 14th and 15th
March, the entrance exami-
nation for Sarvodaya
Vidyalayas will be conduct-
ed on 22nd March.In the
same sequence, the entrance
examination will be con-
ducted on 22nd March in
Jayaprakash Narayan
Sarvodaya Vidyalayas
Surwal Sahni, Koraon, Khai
Karchana and Balika
Vidyalay Kaudihar of
Prayagraj.

Entrance exam for vacant seats in classes

6 to 9 in Sarvodaya schools on March 22

Assam

In a significant boost to
grassroots healthcare, cere-
monial mobile phone distri-
bution programs for ASHA
workers and supervisors
were held today across
Sadiya and Doomdooma
Legislative Assembly
Constituencies (LAC) in
Assam's Tinsukia district.
Sadiya LAC Event MLA
Bolin Chetia inaugurated
the program at Dangori
Community Hall, distribut-
ing 398 mobile Phones to
ASHA workers and super-
visors. This initiative
equips frontline health
workers with essential
communication tools for
improved service delivery,
real-time reporting and
community outreach.

Doomdooma LAC Event
At Marwadi Dharamshala ,
Cabinet Minister of Assam
Rupesh Gowala led the dis-
tribution of 216 mobile
phones to ASHA personnel
in Doomdooma LAC. The
event follows his recent
inauguration of sub-health
centres at Chengelijan and
Doimukhia under Hapjan
Block PHC, further
strengthening local health-
care infrastructure.These
distributions—totaling 614
phones—underscore the
Assam government's com-
mitment to modernizing
primary healthcare under
schemes like the National
Health Mission. District
and block health officials
attended both events to
support the Rollout.

Fatehpur

Hemlata Patel, the
Village Head (Pradhan)
of Sujanpur Gram
Panchayat under Bahua
block in Fatehpur district
and President of the
Gulabi Gang
Democratic, is set to
bring pride to the district
once again at the nation-
al level. She has been
invited as a special guest
to the National
Empowered Women
Panchayat Conference,
scheduled to be held on
March 11 in New Delhi
by the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj.During
the conference, Hemlata
Patel inspiring journey
and achievements in
rural governance will be
presented before repre-
sentatives from across
the country. Her selec-
tion is being seen as
recognition of her out-
standing work and com-
mitment toward rural
development. Earlier as
well, Hemlata Patel has
been honored on several
prestigious Platforms in

Lucknow and New Delhi
for her commendable
efforts in strengthening
grassroots governance.
According to officials,
her administrative skills
and active involvement
in development initia-
tives have also earned
her a place in the depart-
ment “Dream Team,”
highlighting her leader-
ship abilities and effec-
tive working style.At the
conference, the develop-
ment model of Sujanpur
Gram Panchayat, along
with its women-centric
initiatives and Hemlata
Patel journey of struggle
and success, will be
showcased on a large
screen for delegates from
across the country. This
recognition is being con-

sidered a matter of Pride
for the entire district of
Fatehpur and the state.
The national conference
is being organized under
the Government of India
“Empowered Panchayat
Women Leaders
Campaign.” Along with
Hemlata Patel, Beenu
Devi, the Village Head
of Mishramau Gram
Panchayat in Teliyani
block, will also partici-
pate in the event to gain
insights into innovative
practices and implemen-
tation of development
schemes at the panchayat
level. Hemlata Patel
repeated recognition at
the national level reflects
the positive transforma-
tion in rural governance
and grassroots leadership
in Fatehpur district. Her
efforts to transform
Sujanpur into a women-
friendly and develop-
ment-oriented Gram
Panchayat are now being
viewed as a model at the
national level.  happiness
on the occasion, Hemlata
Patel said that being
invited by the Ministry.

Lucknow

Steps have been taken to further
improve the quality of health-
care services in Uttar Pradesh.
A Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) has been
signed between two hospitals in
Prayagraj and a military hospi-
tal, which will help Provide
advanced medical services to
the general Public. This infor-
mation was shared by Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak.
He said that similar MOU will

also be implemented in other
districts of the state. “Providing
quality healthcare to every citi-
zen of the state is our priority,”
he Said.Speaking at a meeting
held at the Vidhan Sabha
Secretariat on Tuesday, Deputy
CM Brajesh Pathak informed
that an MOU has been signed
between the Additional Director
of Medical and Health Services
(Prayagraj Division) and the
Director of Cantonment
Hospital, Prayagraj to introduce
Artificial Intelligence–based
super specialty facilities in two
hospitals in Prayagraj.The 108-
bed Cantonment Hospital,
Prayagraj has a 20-bed
Intensive Care Unit equipped
with ventilators, a dialysis unit
and an automated Pathology
laboratory with various diagnos-

tic facilities. The hospital
received the Defence Minister
Award in 2022 and 2024.
During the Mahakumbh-2025 in
Prayagraj, the Cantonment
General Hospital provided spe-
cialist ICU facilities at the
Central Hospital in the Kumbh
area and at the Sub-Central
Hospital in Sector-24, where
medical teams treated more than
700 critically ill
Patients.According to the MOU,
the available equipment and
human resources will be used to
establish and operate Artificial
Intelligence-based Super
Specialty Intensive Care Units
at Tej Bahadur Sapru Hospital
(Bailey Hospital) and Motilal
Nehru Divisional Hospital
(Colvin Hospital) in
Prayagraj.These medical units
will Provide facilities related to
critical care, cardiology, neurol-
ogy, neurosurgery, nephrology
and gastroenterology. The inten-

sive care units will operate
under a “Hub and Spoke” model
through a telemedicine setup.
Cantonment General Hospital,
Prayagraj will function as the
central hub and will use remote
ICU monitoring in coordination
with Medanta Super Speciality
Hospital, Max Hospital, and
Sunrise Society for Women
Development, Noida. Artificial
Intelligence-based telemedicine
will be used for real-time
Patient monitoring and expert
Intervention.
Specialists to Be Available in
OPD
Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak also
informed that each medical unit
will have two specialist OPD
sessions every week with spe-
cialists Present on site. For ICU
monitoring, two emergency
medical officers, six staff nurses
and four Paramedical staff will
be available round the clock.
High-parameter beds, High

Dependency Units (HDU), ten
BiPAP machines, advanced AI-
based telemedicine units.and
electronic surveillance facilities
will also be Provided. The
human resources and advanced
medical equipment available at
Cantonment General Hospital
will be provided free of cost to
the concerned hospitals for two
years. During this Period,
healthcare staff will receive
continuous training to enhance
their technical Capabilities.
1.4 Crore People to Benefit
Under the MOU, healthcare
Personnel will also receive
training in endoscopy and
colonoscopy, 2D echocardiogra-
phy and cardiac emergencies,
EEG and neurological diagnosis
and nephrology trauma care in
ICU settings.
Through this initiative, nearly

14 million (1.4 crore) people in
the Prayagraj division will ben-
efit from improved medical
facilities.Additional Chief
Secretary (Medical and Health)
Amit Ghosh, Director General
of Medical and Health Services
Dr. Pawan Kumar Arun, Special
Secretary (Medical Health and
Family Welfare) Dhirendra
Singh Sachan, and Nodal
Officer Dr. Vikasendu Agarwal
were also present on the
Occasion.

Quality Healthcare for Every Citizen is 

Our Priority: Brajesh Pathak
Sujanpur Pradhan Hemlata

Patel Invited as Special Guest

to National Event

Mobile Phone Distribution to

ASHA Workers and

Supervisors in Tinsukia, Assam

Lalji Yadav Appointed State

Vice President of Yadav

Mahasabha

BSA withheld the salaries of three Headmasters

Meeting chaired by DM Manish Kumar Verma,
instructions to create additional examination cen-

ters for centers with large student numbers

A student returning home from

school was hit by a speeding biker
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Prayagraj. Mrs. Geeta
Vishwakarma, Member of the
Uttar Pradesh State Women's
Commission, heard the griev-
ances of aggrieved women at
the Women's Public Hearing
held at the Circuit House on
Wednesday. Approximately 50
cases related to domestic vio-
lence, dowry harassment, illegal
occupation, police and cyber-
crime were raised. Some cases
were resolved on the spot, while
the remaining were referred to
the concerned departments, with
instructions for timely action.At
the public hearing, Sharmila, a
resident of Chaka Gosai Ka
Talab, Naini, accused her in-
laws of harassment and assault
for dowry. Both parties were
directed to appear before the
Women's Commission,
Lucknow, on March 19th. Kallo
Devi of Karailbag complained
of illegal occupation of her
land, and the concerned police
station was directed to take
action and inform the
Commission.Rachna Kumari of
Lala Ki Sarai, Shivkuti, com-
plained of harassment by local
residents. Mannu Bano of
Kareli accused her in-laws of
dowry harassment and demand-
ed the registration of an FIR. In
both cases, the respective sta-
tion heads were directed to
investigate and submit a report
within a week. Meanwhile,

Rakhi Jaiswal of Purana Katra
submitted a petition to have her
tenant vacate her shop, prompt-
ing the Police Commissioner
and District Magistrate to take

necessary action.The Member
urged officials to address com-
plaints from women at police
stations with seriousness and
sensitivity, and to resolve minor

cases at the police station level
so that victims do not have to
resort to court. 

She also
requested a progress report on

women-related schemes and the
distribution of assistance
funds.Additional City
Magistrate (First) Digvijay
Singh and officials from various

departments were present. Prior
to this, the Member inspected
the district jail, reviewed the
arrangements, and provided
necessary guidance.

50 complaints received at the Women's

Public Hearing, prompt resolution directed
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Prayagraj. A one-day
national workshop and
awareness program on
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) was organized at
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
Tandon Open University on
Wednesday. Chief guest
Justice Sudhir Narayan said
that comprehensive legal
changes are needed to pro-
tect intellectual property
globally. The intellectual
property laws in force in
India are not yet fully rec-
ognized internationally. He
added that no comprehen-
sive law has yet been enact-
ed in India regarding IPR.
Just as a separate law exists
for copyright, a similar sys-
tem should be developed for
intellectual property rights.
Universities should take ini-
tiatives in this direction and
make special efforts to
increase awareness among

students. The keynote
speaker, Professor Mansi
Sharma of the Law
Department at Indira
Gandhi National Open
University, said that there is
a need for widespread
awareness about intellectual
property in society. Every
original creation and cre-
ation by humans is intellec-
tual property, and providing
legal protection is the pri-
mary objective of IPR. He
emphasized that the new
generation should strive to

preserve their intellectual
property and pass it on to
future generations.
Furthermore, there is a need
to preserve traditional and
acquired knowledge in digi-
tal media.Presiding over the
program, University Vice
Chancellor Professor
Satyakam said that in
Indian tradition, intellectual
property has always been
used for public welfare.

In ancient times,
sages and saints possessed
immense knowledge, but its

purpose was not business
but the welfare of society.
In Western civilization,
knowledge and learning
expanded after business
became linked to busi-
ness.He stated that with the
development and use of
new technologies, IPR
needs to be further strength-
ened. In the era of artificial
intelligence, it is essential
to protect intellectual prop-
erty by adhering to existing
laws and regulations and
providing proper references
to sources.Professor
Satyapal Tiwari welcomed
the guests at the inaugural
session, while Professor J.P.
Yadav introduced the topic.
The workshop was moderat-
ed by Dr. Gaurav Sankalp,
and the vote of thanks was
given by Dr. Satish Chandra
Jaisal. Participants also pre-
sented their research papers
in the technical sessions of
the workshop.
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Prayagraj. In a vil-
lage in the Sarai
Inayat police station
area, villagers cap-
tured a teacher, held
him hostage, and
severely beat him on
charges of molesta-
tion. Following the
incident, tension pre-
vailed in the area.
Police have filed a
case against the
accused teacher and
an investigation has
been
launched.According
to reports, some vil-
lagers captured a
teacher, accusing him
of molesting a young
woman. It is alleged
that the villagers held
him hostage, assaulted
him, and publicly
humiliated him. The
incident became a
topic of discussion
throughout the
area.Law experts say
that only the police

and the law have the
authority to take
action against anyone
accused. Capturing,
holding, and beating
someone is a serious
crime in itself.Upon
receiving information
about the incident,
police arrived at the
scene and began
investigating the mat-
ter. Police have filed a
case against the
accused teacher, Sujit
Kumar Singh, under
serious sections
including molestation,
the SC/ST Act, and
other relevant sec-

tions.
The teacher

claims that he was
walking on his way
when some people
attacked him and
assaulted him. He has
dismissed the allega-
tions of molestation
as baseless and attrib-
uted it to a village
election rivalry.
According to the
police, the case is
being investigated by
ACP Tharvai. Further
action will be taken
based on the facts that
emerge from the
investigation. 

Teacher held hostage and beat-
en on molestation charges; case

filed under multiple sections

Awareness about intellectual property
rights among students is essential:

Justice Sudhir Narayan
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Prayagraj. Under the Integrated
Horticulture Development Mission
(IDM), a three-day training program
on horticultural crop production
management, protected cultivation,
and mushroom production tech-
niques was launched at the
Horticulture Experiment and
Training Center, Khusrobag,
Prayagraj. The program was inaugu-
rated by Chief Horticulture Specialist
Dr. Virendra Singh. In the inaugural

session, Dr. Singh explained the ben-
efits of intensive cultivation of

mango, guava, and other fruit trees,
considering the small size of the land

holdings, and detailed information
on canopy management and crop
protection. The demand for vegeta-
bles is constantly increasing. It was
also highlighted that mushroom pro-
duction is of particular importance in
ensuring adequate nutrition for vege-
tarians and in creating self-employ-
ment opportunities for educated
youth. Farmers can obtain good
employment opportunities and
increase their income by adopting
mushroom production.Dr. S.R.
Baghel, CEO of Shubh Seva Agro

Welfare Foundation, Lucknow, dis-
cussed in detail the characteristics
and market value
of various mush-
room species, espe-
cially oyster, but-
ton, and milky
mushrooms. He
explained that
mushrooms are an
important source of
vegetable supply.
Mushrooms are a
completely vegetar-

ian and highly nutritious food, used
as nutritious vegetables.

A three-day training program on mushroom production

techniques was launched at Khusrobag, Prayagraj

It is informed to the general public that my origi-

nal deed dated 24-03-2003, whose registration

number is 573, book number -1, volume 3774,

page 163/172, number 3238, is recorded. Really

lost. Name: Anita Sah Wife: Basant Sah Address:

83L/1K/Q/P Harwara, dhoomanganj, Prayagraj-

211011
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The politics of dour men is
often workmanlike, yet effec-
tive when they acquire power.
Take PV Narasimha Rao, for
instance. Until he became
Prime Minister, he was barely
acknowledged as a charismatic
leader, but finished his political
innings as arguably one of the
most wily and consequential
politicians independent India
had seen. So was his political
protege, Manmohan Singh. 
At one of the lowest points in
his career as a politician and the
last press conference as Prime
Minister, Singh famously
quipped: "History will be
kinder to me than the contem-
porary media or, for that matter,
the Opposition in the

Parliament." Those were pre-
scient words by a man content
to remain in others' shadow
most of his political life but
managed to irrevocably change
India's destiny
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar could be clubbed with
such men in the way he played
the game of politics, but falls
well short in his achievements.
Kumar has indicated he is
hanging up his more than 20-

year-old chief ministerial boots
and has filed to contest the
Rajya Sabha elections. Victory
is almost certain as the num-
bers are on his side. Unlike Rao
and Singh, however, Nitish will
not be remembered for his
impact but the promise he
wasted. Nitish was easily
eclipsed by charismatic social-
ist colleagues such as Laloo
Prasad Yadav and Ram Vilas
Paswan in the early years. By
the time he won his first elec-
tion in 1985, Yadav and
Paswan were veterans of leg-
islative affairs. Belonging to
the numerically weak Kurmi
caste, he did not have the back-
ing of a large community vote
bank such as the Yadavs' for

Laloo and Paswans' for Ram
Vilas. Nor was he a rousing
speaker.  

His relevance was
always tied to the mercy of a
larger, stronger political ally
than his own stature. Alliance
and compromise kept him in
power even as he created
maneuvering space in coali-
tions by holding on to a bare
minimum set of values rooted
in socialism and secularism.
When he partnered with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
he didn't let the party's
Hindutva politics permeate
deeply in Bihar. As a Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) ally, he kept
the Yadavs, accustomed to get-
ting their way, on a tight leash.

The war in Iran, unleashed through pre-emptive
strikes by the US and Israel on February 28, is
well into its second week, and there are no signs
of either side giving up soon. Contrary to expec-
tations, Iran has hit back hard and refused to
buckle under the tremendous pressure exerted
on it. The targeted assassination of its Supreme
Leader and over 40 top military commanders
has only strengthened its resolve to fight back.
Over the past 12 days, not only has Iran hit back
at Israel, but it has also successfully targeted a
number of American military bases and assets
across the region. These attacks, coupled with
strikes on critical energy infrastructure like oil
depots, oil fields, gas fields and perhaps the
most critical, closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
have sent the entire region into a spiral. People
are asking tough questions, especially on the
ineffectiveness of the regional security appara-
tus as well as the security guarantees of
America that it has been promising the region
for over decades. Many are questioning the
whole logic of it, while others are already look-
ing at alternative security options for the future.
Why has it happened? Why are Gulf nations so
helpless and unable to secure their land against
Iranian attacks? What are the options to ensure
foolproof security in the region, going forward?
Tough questions that will be debated long after
the war is over. For understanding the current
security dynamics and why it has failed, there is
a need to fully understand the Gulf Security
Architecture. The security arrangement in the
Gulf goes back to the security umbrella provid-
ed by the British till the late 1960s. Thereafter,
it was the US that took over the responsibility
with the articulation of the Nixon Doctrine in
1969, which called on US allies to contribute to
their own security with the aid of American
security assistance. The ''Twin Pillars policy"
was a natural outgrowth of it. It incorporated
twin pillars in the form of Saudi Arabia and Iran
to ensure the security of the Persian Gulf. This
policy, however, fell apart after the Iranian rev-
olution, which took away one critical pillar
(Iran) of the policy. At his 1980 State of the
Union Address, in reaction to the 1979 Iranian
revolution, President Jimmy Carter had assured
the region, stating, "An attempt by any outside
force to gain control of the Persian Gulf region
will be regarded as an assault on the vital inter-
ests of the US, and such an assault will be
repelled by any means necessary, including mil-
itary force." Following it, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) was created in 1981 to bring
together countries of the region against the per-
ceived threat from two enemies: Iran, an ideo-
logical enemy, and Iraq, a belligerent power.
The birth of GCC was thus based on two major
pillars - fear and exclusion (of Iran and Iraq). In
its construct, however, the GCC chose to ignore
the geographical and geopolitical realities of the
region. Iran and Iraq, geographically, cover
almost the entire northern coast of the Persian
Gulf, are critical links towards the Levant,
Central Asia and South Asia, and are huge
reservoirs of natural resources. After the Iraq
war in 1991, the US reinforced its military pres-
ence in the region through the establishment of
permanent bases. The Fifth Fleet HQ moved to
Bahrain in 1995, while the Al Udeida base in
Qatar was set up in 1996; the US CENTCOM
relocated to it in 2003. Continuing its security
presence in the region, the US introduced the
Cooperative Defense Initiative (CDI) in 1999, a
plan for the integration of the defence forces of
the GCC, Egypt, and Jordan, and to coordinate
intelligence-sharing between them. In May
2006, the US launched the Gulf
Security Dialogue (GSD) for the
promotion of intra-GCC and
GCC-US cooperation to meet
common perceived threats.

It was fitting in a way to see
that the first two Indian crick-
eters being interviewed
together on the field after
India's mind-bogglingly one-
sided thrashing of the Kiwis in
the final of the T20 World Cup
were Abhishek Sharma and
Varun Chakravarthy. Over the
course of the two must-win
knockout matches that India
played in the tournament (the
virtual quarter-final against
the Windies and the semi-final
vs England) before the final,
the Indian T20 juggernaut that
had struck fear in the hearts of
the rest of the cricket playing
world over the last two years
was well and truly up and run-
ning again, finding that crucial
element that fuels T20 teams
more than any other - momen-
tum. The only two big ques-
tion marks that remained
ahead of the summit clash
were hanging heavy on
Abhishek and Varun.
Ironically, for many, the top-
ranked T20i batter and bowler
in the world didn't deserve a
place in the playing XI for the
final. Those of us who have
followed Indian cricket for
years knew that the team man-
agement would never tinker
with a winning combination,
regardless of form concerns
for a couple of key players and
that too just before the last
match of the tournament.
India went in with an
unchanged XI, and Abhishek
had a great day in the office,
while Varun, though expen-
sive, was amongst the wickets.
And with that, almost every
box was ticked for a national
team that represents a country
which became the first to win
three men's T20 World Cup
titles.The records that were
made and broken, of course,

don't just end there. India has
also become the first team to
successfully defend the title
and also the first host nation
(co-hosts this time with Sri
Lanka) to win the cup. But
these records will be merely of
academic interest in the corri-
dors of power of Indian crick-
et. The biggest takeaway of
this World Cup win will be a
crown that was not amongst
the prizes that were handed
out on Sunday night - that of
being hands-down the best
and most ruthless T20i
machine in world cricket. One
that is so far ahead of the oth-
ers that a single blip, like the
shock loss vs South Africa in
the Super Eights, is viewed as
a major catastrophe. India had
absolutely dominated bilateral
T20i cricket from after the
2024 edition of the World Cup
(in which they were unbeaten)
till before the beginning of this
edition, winning eight consec-
utive bilateral T20i series.
Everyone knew what this
team was capable of. But a
World Cup title is the final,
biggest seal of approval and
stamp of authority.
Suryakumar Yadav might
have become the third Indian
captain - after MS Dhoni and
Rohit Sharma - to win the title,
but his team has become per-
haps the first T20i set of play-

ers who are not just world
champions, but the absolute
bosses of the shortest format
of the game on the internation-
al stage.
The one thing that I fervently
stressed on while doing a pre-
match analysis was Team
India's big-match tempera-
ment. In my mind, there is a
gulf the size of the Antarctic
Ocean between India and
every other team when it
comes to the mental toughness
that is required to play a World
Cup final, regardless of what
happened just before that or
how they got there.
Remember how the men in
blue struggled a bit in the ini-
tial stages of the tournament,
even against "minnows" and
were searching for that "com-
plete game", that absolutely
clinical performance that was
expected of the top-ranked
T20i team in the world that
had blown away all opposition
in its path? We didn't really see
that happen consistently in the
league stage as such (though
the win against Pakistan was
not a nerve-wracking one),
and neither in the Super Eights
(India lost to South Africa, and
even Zimbabwe made 184
against Surya and co.). Every
Indian cricket fan had their
hearts in their mouths in the
second semi-final, where

England, thanks to a blitzkrieg
of a knock by Jacob Bethell
(105 off 48), almost chased
down a mammoth 254-run tar-
get. But in the final, facing a
team they had never beaten
before in the history of the
tournament (NZ had a 3-0
win-loss record against India
at the men's T20 World Cup
before this final), we were
served a performance that was
so clinical - in both the batting
and bowling departments (the
fielding, especially catching
needs to be worked on) - that
the contest (if it can be called
that) had lost all its sting inside
the first 10 overs of the second
innings and incredibly bor-
dered on being "boring". The
final result? A huge 96-run
win for India that meant that
the trophy that was won back
in 2024 was not going any-
where. Who would have
envisaged this almost com-
plete performance and show
of dominance when in their
first match of the tournament
India were reduced to 77/6
against the USA, or when
Namibia, ranked 15th in the
ICC T20i team rankings top-
pled nine Indian wickets or
when the Netherlands man-
aged to get up to 176/7, with
India winning that encounter
by just 17 runs, or when South
Africa shot out the over-
whelming pre-tournament
favourites for just 111, hand-
ing them a 76 run loss? Even if
India were to win, it wasn't
going to be easy. South Africa
had emerged as serious title
contenders - just like they did
in 2024. And just like in 2024,
we knew that if India had to
win the title, they would have
to find a way to beat Aiden
Markram and his team. An
India vs South Africa final

seemed almost destined to
happen. And then the almost
unthinkable happened. The
Proteas were hit by the Allen-
Seifert storm in the first semi-
final. It was a play so much
out of left field that it stunned
even the staunchest of Kiwi
supporters. An unbeaten 33-
ball century - the first century
ever in a T20 World Cup
knockout match, and that too
the fastest, a 117-run first
wicket stand, a more than
comfortable nine-wicket win
inside 13 overs against a tour-
nament favourite that had
humbled the mighty Indian
T20i cavalcade! Let no one
tell you any different - nobody
saw this coming. And just like
that, South Africa had been
eliminated, and with that,
India's biggest bogey team had
been shown the door.
Regardless of what the overall
head-to-head statistics might
have been against New
Zealand before this final, if
there was a poll run on who
Indian fans would like to see
on the opposite side in the
final between South Africa
and New Zealand, I can bet
the majority of the fans would
have voted for the latter
choice. I agree that hindsight
is perfect vision and true that
there is a historical similarity
between the two teams - nei-
ther have won a World Cup,
etc. - but given how South
Africa had been playing and
the fact that Ahmedabad (the
venue for the final) had
become almost a home base
for them (five matches at the
venue), where they remained
unbeaten, they could have
potentially been fiercer foes.
That's not to say that India
couldn't have beaten them in
the final. 

West Bengal Chief
Minister and Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee has been on an
overdrive for about a
year, to announce and
inaugurate temples in
various corners of the
state, amid BJP allega-
tions that she is "appeas-
ing" the minority
Muslim community.
Banerjee -- a devotee of
goddess Kali -- holds an
annual Kali Puja for
decades at her home,
barely a couple of kilo-
meters away from the
famous Kali temple in
Kalighat. But she never
played up her personal
religious credentials in
the political arena
before the BJP landed in
a big way on Bengal's
battleground in 2019.
Now she seems to have
decided to play up the
Bengali-Hindu senti-
ment on the political
stage to counter the BJP
brand of "Hindutva" in a
bipolar political state.
Read: BJP's "Fake
Hindu" Jibe At Mamata
Banerjee As Bengal
Gets A Piece Of Puri
She had trodden this
path for the 2021 assem-
bly polls, reciting from
the "Chandi" (invoca-
tion of Durga) on stage
at election campaigns,
to counter BJP's
Hindutva push with "Jai
Sri Ram" slogans and
Hanuman Jayanti rallies
that lack a Bengali cul-
tural identity to it.   The
footfall since has been
overwhelming - a factor
the ruling Trinamool
Congress thinks could

be to the party's advan-
tage. Digha is in East
Midnapore district,
where BJP's Suvendu
Adhikari - who defeated
Mamata from
Nandigram, in 2021,
after shifting to the BJP
-- holds a lot of cards. 
In December 2025, a
grand Mahakal temple
in Siliguri has been
announced for which a
trust has been formed.
The Chief Minister also
inaugurated a bridge
project in Gangasagar
that will connect the lit-
tle islands at the delta
where pilgrims gather
for the auspicious
Makar Sankranti in
January.The foundation
stone for a Rs 262 crore
"Durga Angan" project
in New Town, Kolkata,
was also laid by the
Chief Minister, who at
the time had dismissed
any allegation of
appeasement politics,
saying it was a tribute to
UNESCO's recognition
of Durga Puja as a cul-
tural heritage. The 17-
acre complex will have
temples, museums and
cultural spaces.
If the Durga Angan and
Gangasagar projects are
large scale, Banerjee

also inaugurated a local
temple of goddess
Bagalamukhi in
Kalighat, close to her
home. A new temple
complex has come up
where a non-descript
tiny temple of the god-
dess stood, and mostly
devotees from the
neighborhood offered
prayers. Banerjee is a
worshipper of "Ma
Bagala" since child-
hood. While the Chief
Minister has plied the
state's 27 per cent
minority Muslim popu-
lation with government
schemes and stipends
for minority students
and developing reli-
gious sites, she is being
extra cautious this round
to establish that it is not
by overlooking the
interests of the majority
Hindu community. To
prove the point, she has
raised her government's
grants to the 40,000
Durga Puja committees
across the state from Rs
85,000 to Rs 1.10 lakh
recently. Durga Puja is
the state's biggest reli-
g i o u s - c u l t u r a l
festival.As a political
veteran, Banerjee is
reaching out to her core
Bengali-Hindu voters .

This Poll Season, Mamata Banerjee's

Hindu Outreach Goes The Extra MileOn March 5, 2026, Nepal went to the
polls in a snap general election for its
275-member House of
Representatives, the first electoral
test after the tumultuous protests of
September 2025 that forced the res-
ignation of then Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli. The vote, held amid
intense political ferment, drew
roughly 60% turnout from over 18.9
million registered voters, including
nearly one million first-time Gen Z
voters. The verdict has been nothing
short of transformative. The four-
year-old Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP), led by rapper-turned-politi-
cian Balendra Shah - widely known
as Balen - delivered a stunning per-
formance, capturing 120 of the 165
first-past-the-post seats and emerg-
ing as the largest force in proportion-
al representation with 49.14% of the
vote. This places the party on course
to command around 180 seats over-
all, a decisive majority.The election
simultaneously marked the collapse
of Nepal's traditional political order.
The once-dominant Nepali Congress
was reduced to 17 seats, a fall of sev-
enty-two from 2022, while the

Communist Party of Nepal - Unified
Marxist-Leninist (CPN-UML)
secured only seven seats, down sev-
enty-one. The Nepal Communist
Party (NCP) also slipped to seven
seats. Smaller formations such as the
Shram Sanskriti Party managed three
seats, while the Rastriya Prajatantra
Party and a handful of independents
secured single victories. The symbol-
ism of the moment was underlined in
Jhapa-5, where Shah defeated Oli
himself-an outcome widely read as
the electorate's repudiation of the
entrenched political elite. Finalised
by 8 March, the results effectively
clear the path for an RSP-led govern-
ment, most likely under Shah's lead-
ership, bringing to an end a pro-
longed cycle of instability that has
produced fourteen governments in
seventeen years. Several factors con-
verged to produce this dramatic
political shift. At the heart of the
upheaval lay the Gen Z protests of
2025, triggered by Oli's controversial
decision to ban 26 social media plat-
forms, a move widely perceived as
an attempt to silence youthful dis-
sent. 

How India Should Navigate A 'New' Nepal

Is The Gulf Now Questioning

Its US Ties - And The

American 'Guarantee'?

The One Big Reason This Indian T20i Team

Is A Nightmare For The Rest

Nitish Kumar, And The Great Bihar Promise That Never Came
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi: A government
paper reveals that India is
considering not regulat-
ing cryptocurrencies but
rather maintaining partial
monitoring, due to con-
cerns that integrating dig-
ital assets into the coun-
try's mainstream finan-
cial system could pose
s y s t e m i c
dangers.According to the
memo reviewed by
Reuters, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
believes that it would be
impossible to regulate
cryptocurrencies in a way
that effectively limits
their dangers.The inaugu-
ration of U.S. President

Donald Trump has coin-
cided with a rise in the
price of bitcoin, the most
valuable cryptocurrency
by market capitalization,
and a general improve-
ment in the worldwide
acceptability of cryp-
tocurrencies.Stablecoins,
a type of cryptocurrency

that is backed by fiat cur-
rency and hence less sus-
ceptible to violent
swings, have also been
legalized in the
US.Despite China's ongo-
ing cryptocurrency ban,
Reuters reported last
month that the country is
looking into a stablecoin.

India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Limited
would invest 70,000
crore in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, to
establish a coal gasifi-
cation and down-
stream derivatives
complex. This MoU
was signed with the
state government.
Project is projected to
enhance state energy
and industrial output
and create 30,000
jobs. The
Maharashtra govern-
ment signed five
MoUs worth 1.08 lakh
crore. Adani's invest-
ment tops. The com-

pany develops high-
growth enterprises
and spins them off as
independent compa-
nies in mining, infra-
structure (airports,
roads, data centres,
water management),
solar manufacturing,
defence, and edible
oils.Adani Enterprises

would invest ?70,000
crore in the
Integrated Surface
Coal Gasification and
D o w n s t r e a m
Derivatives Project in
Linga, Kamleshwar,
Nagpur to provide
next-generation ener-
gy solutions for
Maharashtra.

Delhi: One day after
stepping down as a
director, Vijay Singh,
vice chair of Tata
Trusts, was present at
the Tata Sons board
meeting.Tata Sons wel-
comed him attend the
meeting as a token of
their thanks for his
time on the board, but
since he had already
resigned, he was
unable to vote on any
matters on the agen-
da. Despite his status
as a nominated direc-
tor of Tata Trusts—the
parent company of
Tata Sons—Singh did
not have any addition-
al authority during
b o a r d
meet ings .Nominee
directors of Tata Trusts
have far more clout
than other directors at
Tata Sons; they can
veto acquisitions or
capital expenditure
programs worth more
than Rs 100 crore, for
example.But they still
need the majority vote
of the Tata Trusts
trustees to make deci-
sions. The only item on
the agenda that did
not pass was an invest-
ment plan that did not
receive approval from
Tata Trusts; all the oth-
ers included Air India,

Tata International, and
Tata Capital.After the
approval of the biggest
shareholder is
obtained, the proposal
would be reviewed
again at the subse-
quent board meeting

of Tata Sons. After
Singh left, the two
remaining nominee
directors at Tata Sons
are Noel Tata, chair-
man of Tata Trusts,
and Venu Srinivasan,
vice-chairman.

Age of retirement for Tata Trusts

trustees is something to think about

Delhi: India's largest
private port opera-
tor, Adani Group,
has banned entry of
tankers that are
sanctioned by
Western countries
at all of its ports -
sources said and
documents show
move that could hit
Russian oil supplies
for two Indian refin-
ers that regularly get
Russian oil delivered
at Adani's Mundra
Port in Gujarat.India
is the biggest buyer
of Russian seaborne
oil, mostly shipped
on tankers that are

sanctioned by the
European Union, the
US and Britain.

HPCL-Mittal
Energy, which oper-
ates a 226,000-bar-
rels per day
Bathinda refinery in
northern Punjab,
gets all of its crude
supplies at the
Mundra Port.The

port is also used by
Indian Oil Corp, the
country's biggest
refiner, for oil
imports. IOC gets
crude supplies for its
10 refineries at mul-
tiple ports in India.

Adani, IOC and
HMEL had no imme-
diate comment
when reached out.

Delhi: According to Nitin
Gadkari, India's minister
of road transport and
highways, Mercedes-
Benz has told the gov-
ernment that it plans to
increase production at
its plant outside of Pune
in order to fulfill its goal
of exporting "Made in
India" automobiles to

markets worldwide. The
chairman of Mercedes,
according to Gadkari,
informed him that the
production quality in
India is strong, which
has led the company to
consider increasing
manufacturing in the
nation to fulfill the
demands of worldwide

markets. "The chairman
of Mercedes was telling
me that they are going
to look at increasing the
productivity of
Mercedes in India... And
they want to export
Mercedes from here to
(markets) all over the
world," Gadkari said.
at the Auto Retail

Tata Capital's home financing

records substantial growth

Adani will spend 70,000 crore in Maha;

govt. inks five MoUs for 1.08 lakh

Gadkari says Mercedes-Benz wants

to export 'made in India' cars

Adani group bans 

sanctioned ships at ports

Delhi: After suffering under
the US's harsh tariff regime,
Indian seafood exporters are
about to receive a vital lifeline
in the EU. Shrimp exports,
which were struck particularly
hard by Washington's recent
50% tariff on Indian goods,
could see an immediate 20%

increase, according to the
Commerce Ministry. The
European Union (EU) cleared

102 new Indian fishing opera-
tions for export this month,
effectively eliminating all
pending permissions, marking
a significant milestone. With
the listings in place, which
encompass aquaculture units,
sea-caught processing facto-
ries, and cold storage facilities,

all of India's main seafood
exporters can now begin ship-
ping to the EU.India sent $1.1
billion worth of seafood to the
European Union in FY24, mak-
ing it the country's second-
biggest seafood export mar-
ket. 
The ministry anticipates that

Delhi: The advertising
exchange PubMatic Inc.
is suing Alphabet Inc.'s
Google, claiming that
Google has unlawfully
monopolized the ad
technology market and
is seeking billions of dol-
lars in damages. This is
the second lawsuit that
an advertising exchange
has filed against Google
in as many months. In
April, a federal judge
found that Google had
unlawfully monopolized
two important technol-
ogy markets, namely ad
exchanges and the tools
used by websites to sell
ad space, called ad
servers. The lawsuit was
filed in a federal court in
Virginia. Another trial to
determine whether

Google must divest por-
tions of its advertising
business to fix the
unlawful behavior is
scheduled to take place
this month before the
same Virginia judge who
agreed with the Justice
Department and a few
states in April. The US
Department of Justice
has demanded that the

corporation sell its AdX
advertising exchange
and enable its technolo-
gy to communicate with
competitors' systems
without delay. Instead
of selling off its assets,
Google plans to inte-
grate its advertising
exchange with other
technologies.
and put a compliance

Ad exchange sues Google for monopolistic violations

Delhi: Housing financ-
ing has been a consis-
tent area of growth for
Tata Capital, and the
company sees this as a
key component of its
overall retail growth
plan. Tata Capital
Housing Finance is
well-positioned to take
advantage of structural
opportunities in India's
underdeveloped hous-
ing finance sector, as its
portfolio expanded at a
robust 33 percent com-
pounded annual
growth rate between
FY23 and FY25. With an
increase from ?30,850
crore in FY24 and
?22,100 crore in FY23,
the home loan seg-
ment of the firm now
accounts for ?38,400
crore, or 17 percent, of
Tata Capital’s consoli-
dated gross loan book
as of March-end.This
represents a gain of
74% over the past two
years and a 24%
increase over the past
year, suggesting that

the demand for resi-
dential credit is still
high and that the cate-
gory is expanding. Tata
Capital continues to

cater to a diverse range
of clients, including
salaried individuals,
entrepreneurs.
and small enterprises,

Delhi : India and the United
Arab Emirates are targeting
$100 billion in trade by 2030,
excluding oil and precious
metals, India’s commerce min-
istry said in a statement.The
target was decided during a
meeting between Union com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal and the UAE’s
minister of foreign trade, Dr.
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi,
in New Delhi last week. They
were reviewing bilateral trade
between the two countries
under the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that came
into effect in 2022. Both lead-
ers stressed deeper coopera-
tion in emerging sectors
renewable energy.

India, UAE set $100 bn

non-oil trade goal by 2030

EU to Give a Hand to India's Seafood Exports Following US Tariff

Delhi: Amazon is
preparing for an even
greater surge in festive
sales this year as a
result of the reorgani-
zation of GST slabs,
which would lower the
prices of many con-
sumer goods. This will
increase spending by
the salaried class,
many of whom look for
online offers when
purchasing products,
especially for expen-
sive ones. Outside of
ethnic clothing, which
is the norm for festi-
vals, the most pur-
chased items during
festivals tend to be
smartphones, gadgets,

and durables. We
anticipate a greater
increase in holiday
sales compared to pre-
vious year. Regardless,
consumers typically
wait for sales to begin
before making large
purchases; however,
this time around, the
trend has quickened
thanks to the GST cuts.
Customers can expect
to save a ton of money
this holiday season
because to merchants'
enticing bargains and a
drop in GST on millions
of products, according
to Saurabh Srivastava,
VP of categories at
Amazon India.

Amazon eyes bumper sales

Delhi: Wall Street
indexes rose in chop-
py rises as in-line
European markets
ended flat, continuing
their 10-week win-
ning streak. The
Federal Reserve is
expected to decrease
interest rates twice
this year, according to
U.S. inflation figures.
crude prices fell 1%,
the first monthly
decline since
November, as mar-
kets braced for fresh
levies from
Washington and
crude exports from
Iraq's Kurdistan

region. According to a
White House source,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy of Ukraine
will depart the Oval
Office early Friday
after a contentious
meeting with Trump.
Following reports of
falling yearly inflation
and sluggish con-
sumer spending in
the latest statistics
tracked by the
Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit
multi-month lows. A
drop of 2.93 points,
or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global
stock index. 

When oil prices drop every

month, US stocks go up

Delhi: As a comfort to
packaged goods mak-
ers who were waiting
for labelling and pack-
aging clarity to figure
out how to pass the
GST gains on to cus-
tomers, the govern-
ment has authorized
them to display revised
MRPs on unsold old
packets of items. But
before the end of the

year, businesses must
sell off their old inven-
tory. The consumer
affairs ministry
announced on Tuesday
that until December 31
or until supplies run
out, whichever comes
first, makers, packers,
or importers of pre-
packaged goods can
show amended MRPs.

The government has

Govt allows companies to display

revised MRP on old unsold packs
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