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Ghazipur

The Ramhit Yatra of Swami Shri Bhawani
Nandan Yati Maharaj, the 26th Mahant of
Siddhpeeth Hathiyaram Math and senior
Mahamandaleshwar of Juna Akhara, concluded
on Saturday in Manjhanpur, Jakhania tehsil area.
The Procession was organized by villagers under
the leadership of Shri Ram Singh, the Kanpur
Province Pracharak of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and his Disciples.
Mahamandaleshwar Shri Kaushalendra Giri
Maharaj, the Peethadhishwar of Shrinath Math,
Rasra, Ballia, was also Present on the stage.
Swami Bhawani Nandan Yati Maharaj Ramhit
Yatra, which began in the first week of
November, lasted for four months. During this
Period, the Peethadhishwar stopped in various
villages in Azamgarh, Ballia, Chandauli and
Ghazipur districts, Preaching the Dharma and
spreading the message of living a life based on
the traditional Sanatani way. He also initiated
devotees and believers into Dharma through
worship, discourses and Guru Diksha. Following
his daily Harihara worship, Mahamandaleshwar
Swami Bhavani Nandan Yati, in his sermon, stat-
ed that even in today busy lives, finding time to
worship God is crucial. He described devotional
worship as the best way to make human life
meaningful. He said that being in the company
of saints and in the company of saints cultivates
Positive thoughts.

Delhi 

At a ceremony held at

the LIG Auditorium in

East Delhi, Vrindavan-

based tantra astrologer

and Peethadheesh of Har

Kameshwar Dham, Dr.

Madhav Anuragi, was

conferred with the

‘Rashtrahit Seva Atal

Samman’ in recognition

of his contributions to

social service and spiri-

tual Guidance.The award

was jointly Presented by

Ravinder Singh Negi and

Vinod Chauhan, founder

of Sarju Foundation.

Attendees applauded as

Dr. Anuragi received the

honor. According to the

organizers, the award

acknowledges individu-

als who have made

notable contributions in

the fields of social wel-

fare and

Spirituality.Through his

initiative titled “Divine

Counseling,” Dr. Anuragi

seeks to guide individu-

als dealing with stress,

confusion and negative

thought Patterns. He

emphasizes calm reflec-

tion, Positive thinking

and self-confidence as

essential Pillars of effec-

tive life management.

Addressing the gather-

ing, he noted that

Patience and thoughtful

decision-making are key

to overcoming

Challenging

Circumstances.Speakers

at the event Stated that

Dr. Anuragi periodically

conducts free counseling

sessions, offering guid-

ance to youth on career

direction and life values.

He also Provides advice

on family and marital

concerns. 

However, it was

Clarified that individuals

facing serious mental

health conditions should

seek Professional med-

ical consultation.One of

the distinctive aspects of

Dr. Anuragi approach is

Providing written notes

after consultations, out-

lining key Points and

suggested measures to

help individuals gain

clarity about their

Situation.He has also

established a growing

digital Presence, with his

discourses and advisory

videos being shared

widely on social media

Platforms, attracting a

significant number of

Viewers.Concluding the

ceremony, organizers

stated that the Primary

objective of such events

is to Promote a Positive

social environment

through spirituality and

service-oriented .

Fatehpur

Five impersonators
were caught during
the Uttar Pradesh
Board Mathematics
examination in
Fatehpur on Friday.
The action was taken
by a flying squad on
the directions of
District Inspector of
Schools (DIOS)
Rajesh Kumar.Acting
on prior intelligence
inputs regarding can-
didates appearing in
Place of registered
students, the team
conducted a raid at
Pandit Deendayal
Inter College and
apprehended five
youths red-handed.
Preliminary investiga-

tion revealed that the
accused were writing
the exam on behalf of
students from differ-
ent institutions.
During questioning,
the detained individu-
als also named certain
Persons, including
Gyanendra Kumar
Srivastava and Manoj
Kumar Ekari, along
with a concerned prin-

cipal. 
All accused have been
handed over to the
police and an FIR is
being registered. The
DIOS stated that
recognition of the
institutions involved
may be cancelled and
strict legal action will
be taken against 
those found Guilty.
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Prayagraj. To ensure a peaceful

and safe Holi festival, the police

administration has prepared a

comprehensive and multi-layered

security plan this year. Holika

Dahan will take place at a total of

3,994 locations in the district, of

which 114 have been declared

sensitive. These locations have

been identified based on incidents

and controversies that have

occurred in previous

years.According to police offi-

cials, the Ganganagar zone will

have the highest number of loca-

tions, 1,646. Yamunanagar has

1,499 locations, and the City Zone

has 849 locations. All station in-

charges have been directed to

ensure mandatory picket duty at

each location. A sub-inspector and

two constables will be deployed at

each point, who will maintain

constant vigilance while remain-

ing in contact with the organizing

committees.Special Vigilance in

Urban and Rural

AreasGeorgetown, Khuldabad,

Lakdamandi, Kotwali, and

Mutthiganj areas in the city have

been designated as sensitive.

Additional police forces have

been deployed in several rural and

urban areas, including

Nawabganj, Mauaima, Manda,

and Kareli. Arrangements have

been made to immediately dis-

patch reserve forces to the scene

if necessary.Quick Reaction

Teams in Every Sensitive Police

StationQuick Reaction Teams

(QRTs) have been deployed in

police stations in sensitive areas

to deal with emergencies. Each

team consists of two sub-inspec-

tors and five constables. They

have been instructed to immedi-

ately respond to the scene upon

receiving information and control

the situation. The fire department

has also been put on alert to

ensure prompt action in case of

any fire or accident.24-Hour

Monitoring from ICCCLive moni-

toring of the 1,146 CCTV cam-

eras installed in the city will be

conducted from the Integrated

Command and Control Center

(ICCC). 24-hour shift duty has

been imposed here since the

evening of March 2nd. An ACP-

level officer has been appointed

as the nodal officer, who will

immediately alert the field force

to suspicious activities.Strictness

on Social MediaTo prevent

inflammatory posts and rumors on

social media during the festival,

the social media cells of all three

zones, along with the

Commissionerate Police, have

been activated. Various platforms

are being monitored. Any objec-

tionable posts or videos will be

immediately reported to the con-

cerned police station in-charge

and senior officers, so that timely

action can be taken.List of trou-

blemakers preparedAccording to

Dr. Ajaypal Sharma, Additional

Police Commissioner, Law and

Order, a list of elements who have

previously disrupted the atmos-

phere during Holi has been pre-

pared.

Special attention is being paid to

such suspects. The administration

has clarified that strict action will

be taken against those who take

the law into their own hands

under the guise of the festiv

Holika Dahan to be held at 3,994 locations

in Prayagraj, 114 identified as sensitive

Raebareli 

Manavta Parivar  has once

again demonstrated its com-

mitment to humanitarian serv-

ice by extending its eighth

accidental medical assistance

under its welfare schemes. In

this instance, an injured

teacher Brijesh Kumar Yadav

received financial support of

9842 under the organization

Accidental Treatment

Assistance Scheme.According

to the organization, a total of

2,52,109 has so far been dis-

bursed toward accidental

medical treatment, while

6,24,767 has been Provided to

nominee families of deceased

members. The initiative

reflects the group continued

dedication to social responsi-

bility, service and community

Support.Dr. Sanjay Singh

Legal Advisor to Manavta

Parivar, stated that members

who renew their annual mem-

bership with a contribution of

200 are eligible for accidental

medical assistance of up to

1,00,000. Membership renew-

al remains optional.

Individuals who enroll as life-

time members by Paying a

one-time registration fee of

200 are also entitled to acci-

dental assistance coverage of

up to 1 lakh for one year. He

further explained that finan-

cial support of up to 80

Percent is extended in cases

of nominee Claims due to

death, Permanent 100 Percent

disability, serious illness or

major accidents, strictly for

valid and active members

through mutual community

contributions. Reaffirming its

commitment to stand firmly

with families in times of cri-

sis, Manavta Parivar appealed

to the general Public to join

and support this welfare ini-

tiative. The event was attend-

ed by Himanshu Kumar,

Pankaj Kumar, Project

Coordinator Sandeep Singh,

Anurag, and other office

Bearers.

Delhi. The 33rd Annual
Conference of the National
Academy of Burns – India
(NABICON 2026) was
Inaugurated today at the
Silver Oak Hall India
Habitat Centre New Delhi
in the august Presence of
distinguished dignitaries,
eminent burn care special-
ists, & healthcare
Professionals from across
the Country.The theme of
the conference, “Healing
Beyond Burns: Elevating
Standards & Transforming
Lives,” reflected its core
objective of Promoting a
holistic approach to burn
care. The theme under-
scored the need for special-
ists and medical
Professionals to look
beyond mere clinical man-
agement and recognize that
burn survivors endure not
only Physical injuries but
also emotional and
Psychological trauma. It
emphasized the responsibil-
ity of healthcare Providers
to move beyond wound
healing and scar manage-
ment and to actively sup-
port rehabilitation, emotion-
al recovery and social rein-
tegration—thereby truly
transforming lives.The
inaugural ceremony was
graced by Anupriya Patel
Minister of State for Health
& Family Welfare,

Government of India, as the
Chief Guest and Dr. Sunita
Sharma, Director General
of Health Services New
Delhi as the Guest of
Honour.Faculty and dele-
gates from Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College
(VMMC) & Safdarjung
Hospital actively participat-
ed in the conference,
reflecting the institution
continued commitment to
academic excellence,
research, and Quality burn
care Services.In her wel-
come address, Dr. Sujata
Sarabahi President empha-
sized the need for standard-
ized and uniform treatment
Protocols, Prevention strate-
gies and comprehensive
rehabilitation in burn care.
She also emphasized the
importance of unity and
collaborative efforts among
burn care specialists to
strengthen and advance the
burn care sector across
India.A major highlight of
the ceremony was the
release of the Standard
Guidelines for Burns
Management, marking a
significant achievement
towards ensuring uniform
and standardized burn care
across the country. The
newly released guidelines
eliminate the existing gaps
in burn care Protocols and
incorporate valuable inputs

from a majority of NABI
members, including the
President. They were devel-
oped under the supervision
of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare as part
of the National Programme
for Prevention and
Management of Burn
Injuries (NPPMT & BI
Scheme).Dr. Smita Segu,
Secretary NABI announced
the academy awards recog-
nizing excellence in burn
care and Dr. S.P Bajaj,
Patron, NABI, addressed
the gathering, underscoring
the importance of training,
research and
Collaboration.The digni-
taries appreciated the efforts
of institutions including
VMMC & Safdarjung
Hospital for their contribu-
tion to patient care, teach-
ing and capacity building in
burn Management.The cere-
mony concluded with a
vote of thanks by Dr.
Deepak Nanda, Organizing
Secretary, NABICON 2026
followed by the National
Anthem.A deeply inspiring
ramp walk by burn and acid
attack survivors emerged as
the centre of attraction at
the event. 

The powerful
Presentation symbolized
resilience, confidence,
courage and strength of
human will. 

Varanasi 

Senior Cabinet Minister of
the state and Nodal Minister
of Varanasi district Suresh
Khanna conducted a site
inspection of Pandeypur
Slum and Sarasoli Slum this
morning. During the inspec-
tion, he took stock of the
basic civic amenities of the
area and Provided Necessary
guidelines to the concerned
officials. During the inspec-
tion, instructions were given
to immediately reset the
broken squares in the streets
and ensure smooth traffic
movement. Also, when a
Problem of sewer overflow
was found at one Place,
instructions were given to
clean it immediately and
improve the Drainage.The
Minister directed the gov-
ernment to launch a special
Cleanliness drive in the area
to ensure comprehensive
cleanliness and to make spe-
cial efforts to improve
Varanasi ranking under the
Swachh Survekshan. He said
that citizens should ensure a
Clean, safe andThe Minister

directed the government to
launch a special Cleanliness
campaign in the area to
ensure comprehensive
Cleanliness and to make
special efforts to improve
Varanasi ranking in the

Swachh Survey. He stated
that Providing clean, safe
and better living facilities to
citizens is the government
top Priority. Municipal
Commissioner Himanshu
Nagpal, Additional

Municipal Commissioner
Savita Yadav, officials from
related departments and
local Public representatives
were Present during the
inspection.

UP Minister Suresh Khanna inspected

Pandeypur and Sarasuli Slums
Nabicon 2026 inaugurated at

the India Habitat Centre

Relief for Injured Teacher,

Manavta Parivar Extends

Financial Support

Good thoughts are generated

through the company of saints

and Satsang

LIG Auditorium Resonates with Applause as Dr. Madhav

Anuragi Receives ‘Rashtrahit Seva Atal Samman’

Five Solvers Nabbed in UP

Board Exam, FIR Filed

1,146 CCTV cameras monitored by ICCC, QRT deployed at every

police station, social media under strict surveillance
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PRAYAGRAJ: The Nazareth
Hospital School of Nursing cele-
brated a twin milestone on cam-
pus with the 32nd batch of
General Nursing and Midwifery
(GNM) graduation and the 36th
lamp lighting ceremony for
Preliminary Training School
(PTS) students. The event,
themed around the “Flame of
Knowledge” and the “Light of
Compassion,” paid tribute to the
spirit of service and dedication
associated with the nursing pro-
fession.The ceremony was
presided over by Most Rev Louis
Mascarenhas, Bishop of the
Diocese of Allahabad. Shri Mudit
Chandra (IRPS), Principal Chief
Personnel Officer of North
Central Railway, attended as

chief guest, while Mrs Ayushi
Bhatnagar was the guest of hon-
our. Rev Fr Vipin D’Souza, direc-
tor of Nazareth Hospital, congrat-
ulated the graduating students

and encouraged them to carry
forward the institution’s legacy of
compassionate care.Addressing
the gathering, Mudit Chandra —
an alumnus of Motilal Nehru

National Institute of Technology
Prayagraj — urged the graduates
to uphold integrity and commit-
ment in public service. 

Referring to his experience

during the Covid-19 pandemic,
he highlighted the critical role
played by frontline workers and
called upon the young nurses to
remain steadfast in challenging
situations. Bishop Mascarenhas
blessed the students and advised
them to serve humanity with a
“heart of gold” as they step into
professional life.During the cere-
mony, certificates were distrib-
uted to the graduating students.
Sr Monica Lobo received the
Excellence Award for consistent
academic performance and dedi-
cation. Outstanding Student
Awards were conferred on Eli
Minj and Annu in recognition of
their clinical skills, leadership
qualities and overall conduct.A
key highlight was the traditional
lamp lighting ceremony, in which
39 students of the 36th batch

received lighted lamps from the
guest of honour. The oath-taking
ceremony was administered by
Principal Rev Sr Alweena, with
students pledging to follow the
ideals of Florence Nightingale.
The graduating batch also reaf-
firmed their commitment to
patient care by taking the profes-
sional oath.The institution also
acknowledged the role of parents
and family members in the suc-
cess of the students. A festive
meal was organised in the audito-
rium in honour of the
families.The programme conclud-
ed with cultural performances,
including Bollywood and Telugu
dance presentations and a
Konkani “Love Dance” by visu-
ally impaired students of Divya
Jyoti Niketan, followed by the
national anthem.

32nd GNM graduation, 36th lamp lighting

held at Nazareth Hospital School of Nursing
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Utran. A Holi Milan cele-
bration was held on
Sunday at Madhu Hospital
in Samodhipur village.
The chief guest of the
Holi Milan celebration
was BJP District
President Gangapar
Nirmala Paswan. 

Former Director
of the National Scheduled
Caste Commission
Kanhaiya Lal was the spe-
cial guest. Dr. S.K. Singh,
manager of Madhu
Hospital, the event organ-
izer, welcomed all guests
by presenting them with
robes and garlands. The
Tiwari brothers mesmer-
ized everyone by singing
Holi songs at the Holi
Milan celebration. In her
address, chief guest BJP
District President Nirmala
Paswan said that we
should all celebrate Holi,
the sacred festival of col-
ors, with joy, enthusiasm,
and traditional customs,
applying gulal to each

other and celebrating Holi
with mutual love and har-
mony. Holi was celebrat-
ed with a shower of rose
petals at the Holi Milan
celebration. And in the
colourful programme, all
the people present
enjoyed the Holi songs.
Special guest Kanhaiya

Lal said that the real pur-
pose of the festival is to
unite the society and
spread positive energy.

On this occasion,
Saidabad Block Chief
Rajendra Singh Patel, for-
mer Block Chief Mauaima
Sudhir Maurya, Village
Head Falraj Bhartiya,

Anil Kumar, social work-
er Pappu Pasi, Dr. Vinod
Patel, Rajkumar,
Kamlesh, etc. were pres-
ent in the programme.
Programme organiser Dr.
S.K. Singh offered
refreshments to all the
guests while expressing
gratitude to them.

Prayagraj. The annual function and

Holi Milan celebrations were held

on Sunday at Anandi Prasad Junior

High School, located in Dagwan,

Kaundhiara area, in a grand and

dignified atmosphere. The school

campus was awash with the colors

of abir-gulal, enthusiasm, and joy.

The program began with the light-

ing of lamps and Saraswati

Vandana, followed by the Holi

Milan, which imbued the entire

event with the spirit of social har-

mony and brotherhood.Chief guest

Neeraj Tripathi, Additional

Advocate General, Government of

Uttar Pradesh, said that Holi is not

just a celebration of colors, but a

festival to strengthen social bonds.

He said that events like the annual

festival, along with education,

impart the message of values, social

awareness, and unity. Such events

inspire children to become responsi-

ble citizens of society.Presiding

Block Head Kaundhiara, Indranath

Mishra, praised the school family

and said that such events in rural

areas promote social harmony and

instill confidence in students.

Special guest, Bara Sub-Divisional

Magistrate Prerna Gautam, empha-

sized the need to encourage rural

talents and stated that education is

the strongest foundation for devel-

opment.At the event, students capti-

vated everyone with their Holi

songs, folk dances, theatrical per-

formances, and colorful cultural

programs. Meritorious students

were honored and encouraged.

During the Holi gathering, guests,

parents, and teachers applied gulal

to each other, strengthening the

spirit of mutual love, harmony, and

cooperation.Many dignitaries,

including Vibhav Nath Bharti,

Ramanand Tripathi, Amit Pandey,

Ambuj Tripathi, PK Tripathi,

Supply Inspector Ajay Shukla, were

present at the event. School patron

Janardan Prasad Shukla, manager

Vinod Kumar Shukla, organizer

Subhash Tiwari, and headmaster

Manoj Kumar Shukla welcomed the

guests and expressed their gratitude. 

Holi Milan carries the message of social harmony and brotherhood – Neeraj Tripathi
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Prayagraj. On the occasion
of Holi, a typical
Allahabadi-style Phagun
gathering was held, filled
with laughter, fun, songs,
and flowers. The event
showcased a unique blend
of literature, satire, and Sufi
influences. Poet Anwar
Abbas Naqvi accepted the
title of "Murkhanand" and
presided over the event. Dr.
Pradeep Chitranshi was the
chief guest, while the title of
"Bewakoofanand" was
bestowed upon Lokesh
Shukla, former Director of
All India Radio. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Phagun Queen Sangeeta
Srivastava.Lokesh Shukla
began the program with
Ganesh Stuti and Saraswati
Vandana. This was followed
by a series of presentations
laced with color, gaiety, and
satire. In his presidential
address, Anwar Abbas
Naqvi said that Holi is not
just a festival of playing
with colors, but also an
opportunity to embrace its
spirituality. 

Each color has its own
energy, which influences
emotions and decision-mak-

ing. He said that Holi in
Kashi, Mathura-Vrindavan,
and Allahabad has its own
identity, but Holi in
Allahabad conveys the mes-
sage of tolerance and
belonging.Chief guest Dr.
Pradeep Chitranshi narrated
the story of 'Gujiya' in his
unique style. He explained
that in Sanskrit, Gujhiya is
called 'Karnika'. When this
sweet dish, filled with
mawa, dry fruits, and sugar,
is dipped in boiling ghee, its
sweetness and aroma con-
nect people. Holi is a festi-
val where the colors, along
with the dishes, have their
own distinct identities, and
this festival teaches us to
add sweetness to communi-

cation.
Dr. Rahul Shukla 'Sahil'
highlighted the scientific
and medical significance of
colors. He explained that
different colors have a posi-
tive impact on mental and
physical health. The audi-
ence found his insights help-
ful.Ranjan Pandey captured
the diverse dimensions of
color in words, describing
"Allahabadi Holi." Saqib
Siddiqui "Badal" greeted
everyone with a Holi greet-
ing and expressed his grati-
tude, applying gulal to
everyone in Allahabadi style
amid a shower of flowers.
The entire event was filled
with humor, satire, and
warmth. 

A typical Allahabadi-style Phagun gather-

ing was held in Prayagraj, with laughter,

fun, and songs, including the titles of

Murkhanand and Bewakoofanand

A colorful program was organized at the

Holi Milan celebration
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Every once in a while, there will
be news items and columns on
the state of employment in
India. Some of this is ill-
informed, based on old or unre-
liable data. Essentially, there
are three sources of data on
employment: (1) Household-
based surveys; (2)
Establishment-based surveys;
and (3) Administrative data. (I
am leaving out private surveys.)
These are the three official
sources of data. EPFO, ESIC,
and NPS are examples of
administrative data. For
instance, in 2022–23, almost 14
million net members were
added to EPFO. Is this a meas-

ure of new job creation? For
various reasons, it isn’t. As an
example, the moment an
establishment crosses the
threshold of 20 workers, all of it
gets counted as a net addition.
Administrative payroll data are
indicators of formalisation, not
employment. Establishment-
based surveys are ASI by MoSPI
(Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation)
and QES by MoLE (I wish peo-
ple would stop using this
acronym for the Ministry of
Labour and Employment). In an
informal economy like India,
where there are usually no
clear employer-employee rela-

tionships, unlike in more
advanced countries, I am scep-
tical about establishment-
based surveys telling us much
about employment. Don’t get
me wrong. They do tell us
something about demand for
employment and, potentially,
about skills and their lack. At
present, both the Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) and
the Quarterly Employment
Survey (QES) have biases.
Agriculture is a different propo-
sition. But even outside of agri-
culture, neither is comprehen-
sive in coverage. Both can be
streamlined and improved, and
time lags can be reduced.

Outside of agriculture, until the
Indian economy changes dra-
matically, I think there is no get-
ting away from household-
based surveys. This means the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS). We can complain about
PLFS: The quarterly estimates
only cover urban India, not
rural. It is annual or quarterly,
and why can’t it be monthly,
like the Current Population
Survey (CPS) in the US?To emu-
late the US, data collection
would have to move from per-
sonal interviews to personal
interviews spliced with tele-
phone interviews. Is that feasi-
ble? In the US.

Over the years, democracy has come to mean
many things, often abstract and distorted, espe-
cially used to invoke a necessary “value” of the
global order. Such a “value” has depended upon
a few aspects: economic and military hard
power and alignment with Western interests. As
India finally announced its democracy rankings,
nations that depend on using inaccurate “expert
opinions” to subvert data raised a hue and cry.
Domestically, there is a cohort that disagrees
with the idea of such rankings and argues one of
two ideas: That the collective West has more
expertise in deciding such rankings and must be
unchallenged;That India and other nations can
eschew Western validation and need not care
about the rankings and other indices.The first is
a group that believes in Western supremacy and
has formed the ideological collaborator class of
any foreign group that has sought to “govern”
as a euphemism for colonisation by other
means. This is reflected in their calling directly
for foreign interference regarding India’s
domestic policy setting and makes no bones
about their preference for externalised deci-
sion-making. This is not a group with the inter-
ests of Indian citizens at heart, seeking only to
maintain their position as an intellectual and
social elite, watching self-righteously from atop
a high horse made of colonial dreams. As such,
malintent entails that their ideas cannot pertain
significantly to the will of the people of the
country. The second group is made of those
with well-intentioned naivete. A little knowl-
edge would go a long way in explaining an eco-
nomic, and otherwise, interconnected world.
The fact that interests and debt ceilings on
investments and loans are dependent on credit
ratings and indices such as these need us to be
concerned about them. Moreover, they create a
legacy for judgment by other nations we inter-
act with. At its peak of wealth, knowledge and
value creation, Bharat stood as a beacon, invit-
ing engagement, not insularity, and not content
in hubris. That is a later doing, a subject of an
era of turmoil preventing recognition of a
national conscience underlying its diversity. For
an endeavour such as a democracy index to fill
a void in data and not in propaganda, the rank-
ings need to take into consideration several true
indicators of the values that define self-gover-
nance. To prevent further distortions, though, it
is necessary to reiterate what democracy means
– governance by the representatives of all citi-
zens. The universal adult franchise is the most
inclusive indicator of true democracy and a
basic pre-requisite. Other parameters aid in
measuring the refinement of processes that
allow for universal franchises to be executed
during elections. The below parameters offer a
relevant set of data that measures people’s par-
ticipation in governance and are significant in
calculating the functioning of democracy in a
nation: Women voting percentage: Women
form a major part of the population, and yet,
across the world, have been kept away from the
ballot system for socio-cultural reasons. Their
participation determines the freedom of a
notable part of the population to implement
universal franchises.
Voter percentage: A clear determinant of a
population’s participation in the democratic
exercise, voter turnout in percentage terms is a
necessary parameter for inclusion in such an
index.
Electoral malpractices (such as poll-related vio-
lence, ballot stuffing, coercion regarding
voting choice etc.): The prevention
of exercising individual freedom
of choice in electing one’s rep-
resentative through safe and
secret exercise of ballot
options is a hindrance
towards an exercise in democ-
racy.

Ever since ancient times, mil-
itary officers have been
employed in foreign lands as
part of a politico-military
approach to national security
to safeguard national inter-
ests. There are references to
such a role in Kautilya’s
Arthashastra, in the history of
the pre-Judean era, and in
Roman history. In those
times, the role of military offi-
cers was largely focused on
spying. In the 17th century,
when the Prussians found
ambassadorial reports nei-
ther sufficiently detailed nor
updated for the purpose of
decision making in war, they
began to employ generals in
diplomatic assignments.
Napoleon frequently used
generals as ambassadors. By
the mid-nineteenth century,
most European powers were
assigning military officers to
foreign countries, and in
1857, these military officers
were designated as military
attaches and given diplomatic
status.In more recent times,
defence diplomacy has
emerged as one of the most
important tools of military
statecraft. The term “defence
diplomacy” was perhaps first
used by the United Kingdom’s
Ministry of Defence (MoD) to
consolidate a bouquet of mil-
itary activities being conduct-
ed by the MoD.Although
there is  no universally
accepted definition of
defence diplomacy, it is gen-
erally considered the nonvio-
lent use of a state’s defence

apparatus to advance the
strategic aims of a govern-
ment through cooperation
with other countries.
Typically, the term includes
activities such as officer
exchanges, ship visits, training
missions, and joint military
exercises 
The significance of defence
diplomacy dimmed for Indian
decision makers post-inde-
pendence, and it was in the
early 1990s that India’s
defence engagement began
to gain momentum. C Raja
Mohan, as late as 2015,
lamented: …India’s military
diplomacy has been severely
limited by the lack of ade-
quate political support and
insufficient coordination
between the armed forces,
the ministry of defence, and
the foreign office. While the
services and the MEA see the
value of leveraging India’s
military strengths, the MoD
has neither the aptitude nor
the institutional capability to
meet the growing interna-

tional demand for defence
cooperation with India.
Fortunately, things have
begun to change. The MoD
and the services are proac-
tively involved in defence
diplomacy, and as of date, the
Indian Army is engaging with
110 countries through
defence cooperation activi-
ties. In 2023, the Indian Army
participated in 39 joint exer-
cises with foreign armies, out
of which it was lead service in
28 exercises.
In addition, the Indian Army
and the US Army co-hosted
the 13th Indo-Pacific Armies
Chiefs Conference (IPACC),
the 47th Indo-Pacific Armies
Management Seminar
(IPAMS), and the 9th Senior
Enlisted Leaders Forum
(SELF). The Army has been
playing a crucial role in pro-
moting multilateralism by
organising the Inaugural
India-Africa Army Chiefs’
Conclave (IACC) and AFINDEX
(2023), themed on
Humanitarian Mine Action &

Peace Keeping Operations.
Several high-level visits were
conducted in 2023 in pursuit
of the objectives of defence
diplomacy.Based on the rec-
ommendations of the MoD’s
Study on Realignment of
Defence Wings, new defence
wings are being established in
Algeria, Ethiopia,
Mozambique, and Poland by
the end of 2024. Reportedly,
new defence wings are also
being established in Armenia,
Djibouti, the Philippines, and
Tanzania. These wings are
being established through
optimisation of the existing
billets of the defence attaches
in countries like Russia and
the United Kingdom.
Although the establishment
of new defence wings is a
welcome development, there
are certain issues that require
institutional attention.
Among the varied tasks the
military attaches would be
undertaking, they would be
expected to help achieve the
target for defence exports set
by the government, facilitate
India’s defence procure-
ments, secure supply chains,
and mitigate causes of
national security risks.
Defence exports require
building a long-term relation-
ship with the importing coun-
tries and their armed forces.
Business also requires special
aptitude, which goes beyond
formal training and the learn-
ing of manuals and proce-
dures. Military attaches are
expected to navigate the

realm of defence business,
which is unlike any other. In
addition, they must be pre-
pared for adverse PR from
inimical interests and busi-
ness competitors. India has
supplied weapon platforms
and radars to Armenia.
Should the war between
Azerbaijan and Armenia flare
up again, Indian systems
would be tested under
extreme conditions. It is pos-
sible there would be some
failures, like those of any
other equipment produced
anywhere in the world. Indian
military attaches must be pre-
pared to face the barrage of
adverse PR in all forms of
media. The character of war-
fare is changing. If the Russia-
Ukraine war is indicative of
the wars of the future, India
must prepare for a protracted
war and secure supply chains
against sanctions and export
control regimes.
The export control measures
imposed by the West on
Russia are, perhaps, the most
stringent applied against a
single country since the Cold
War. 
India may face a similar situa-
tion, which may include
measures aimed at cutting off
high-tech imports, restricting
access to vital technological
inputs, weakening its industri-
al base, and undercutting its
influence on the world stage.
The defence sector may be
subjected to sweeping restric-
tions due to the denial of sen-
sitive technology.

In Manama, the
ancient and the mod-
ern intertwine like
the threads in its
vibrant souqs.
Skyscrapers pierce
the azure sky while
narrow alleyways
whisper tales of a
bygone era. At the
aromatic chaos of the
Bab el-Bahrain Souq,
spices dance with
textiles and shim-
mering pearls hold
the secrets of the
deep. Then, turn a
corner and you will
find yourself trans-
ported to the sereni-
ty of the Al Fateh
Grand Mosque.
Manama is a city of
contrasts, a blend of
tradition and
progress, waiting to
be explored by the
curious traveller. And
the beauty lies in the
fact that you can
experience it in just
72 hours.
Al Fateh Grand
Mosque interiors
No matter how long
you linger in this
Middle Eastern land,
a breakfast extrava-
ganza awaits. As you
step into one of the
city’s cherished cafes,
let the intoxicating
aroma of Bahraini
cuisine envelop you,
a prelude to a
flavour-filled odyssey
that will tantalize
your taste buds and
ignite your spirit for
the day to come. Dive
into the gastronomic
classics by indulging
in the timeless
delights of Balaleet
vermicelli noodles,
the rustic allure of

Khameer and Regag,
alongside the hearty
flavours of Foul Fava
beans and the
savoury embrace of
Samboosa fried pas-
tries. Elevate your
culinary journey with
falafel and shawar-
ma, and don’t forget
to snag some Halwa,
a quintessential
Middle Eastern sweet
sensation.
Among the culinary
havens dotting
Bahrain’s landscape,
seek refuge in
esteemed establish-
ments such as Al
Ameer, renowned for
its culinary finesse;
Emmawash celebrat-
ed for its mastery of
dried shrimp and
mung beans; and
Freej Bin Al Rashdan,
nestled near Dohat
Arad Lagoon, where
the aromas of lamb
machboos and
Bahraini kebabs
beckon the discern-
ing palate. Conclude
your epicurean
odyssey at Haji
Gahwa, nestled with-
in the bustling
enclave of Manama
Souq, where authen-
ticity reigns supreme
and traditional
Bahraini cuisine is
savoured with a gen-

erous sprinkle of her-
itage and charm.
Manama delivers all
the bling you’d
expect from a mod-
ern Arab metropolis
– sleek malls and sky-
scrapers that would-
n’t look out of place
in a sci-fi movie. But
amidst the shiny
veneer, you’ll find
whispers of a charm-
ing past, a reminder
of Manama’s days as
a bustling port. Old
and new coexist with
playful harmony,
most evident in the
legendary Manama
Souq, where ancient
market vibes and the
scents of exotic
spices swirl. Before
you hunt down the
perfect gold bangle
or spice up your culi-
nary repertoire at the
Souq, soak in the his-
tory of Bab Al
Bahrain, the gateway
to Manama’s bustling
souq. 
This venerable arch-
way, erected in 1949,
once held court by
the waterfront but
now finds itself a few
kilometres inland.
Today, it’s a colossal
arch framing a road—
flanked by two small-
er arches for pedes-
trians.

This is unacceptable
with regard to the free-
dom of the seas and a
potential flashpoint for
all, including India,
already plagued by
China.Chinese spy
ships, navy and sub-
marines, constantly ply
in the Malacca Straits
and Andaman/Nicobar
Islands area, the broad-
er Indian Ocean, the
Arabian Sea, and the
Bay of Bengal. This is
aided by Chinese bases
in Sri Lanka at
Hambantota, in
Bangladesh where it
has ostensibly built a
submarine base for it,
from the Maldives,
from the Coco Islands
of Myanmar, farther
afield at Djibouti. India
is helped in guarding
the Indian Ocean area
by the US Navy, plus
the French and British
navies in particular.
ndia, not only partici-
pates in QUAD and the
Malabar Exercises on a

regular basis with other
countries but joins in
the naval exercises in
the South China Sea as
well. It has now opened
two shipyards, in
Kattupalli, near
Chennai, and another
in Cochin, to repair and
service US and British
ships.Ever since the
legendary Ferdinand
Marcos’ son, Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., nick-named
Bongbong in his youth,
came to power, the
Philippines has upped
the ante against
Chinese hegemony.
There is no longer
much effort to appease
China or deal with it
using do-nothing but
hot rhetoric, though
diplomatic and political
dialogue is still main-
tained. The Philippines
is the first foreign coun-
try to order three bat-
teries of Brahmos anti-
ship shore-based
supersonic cruise mis-
siles from India. It has

had its navy personnel
trained in their use by
India. These missiles,
ordered a couple of
years ago, are presently
being delivered and
placed. They are being
deployed to protect
Filipino interests in the
South China Sea. The
Indo-Russian Brahmos,
manufactured in India,
come in air, sea, land
and submarine vari-
ants, and are widely
acknowledged to be
the fastest and most
devastating missiles in
the world. In
November 2023
Japan’s Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and
Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
began work on a secu-
rity pact 
that would allow the
conduct of joint mili-
tary exercises. Japan
has also agreed to
finance surveillance
radars for the
Philippine Navy.

Finance surveillance radars 

for the Navy

Reimagining democracy:

Why India's call for transpar-

ent rankings rattles the West

Status of Indian job market:

Fact versus fiction

Strategic shield: Need to

recalibrate defence diplomacy

Manama mosaics: 72 hours of her-

itage and history in Bahrain
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Etah

In compliance with the directions of the Chief Minister, a pro-
gramme was organised under the aegis of the Women and Child
Development Department at Medical College, Etah under the chair-
manship of Chairperson of the State Women Commission, Dr.
Babita Chauhan. The event included Kanya Janmotsav (Girl Child
Celebration), God Bharai (Baby Shower), and Annaprashan cere-
monies, aimed at encouraging the birth of girl children and raising
awareness about maternal and child health. On the occasion of the
Girl Child Celebration, the Probation Department distributed baby
kits, mosquito nets, and other useful items to 20 newborn girls. The
Women and Child Development Department also formally conduct-
ed the God Bharai and Annaprashan programmes. Those present
included Medical College Principal Dr. Balveer Singh, Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr. Suresh Chandra, Head of Department Dr.
Sadhana Singh, Programme Officer Sanjay Singh, Circle Officer
Kirtika Singh and officials from the Probation Office including
Satvendra Singh, Jagrati Chaturvedi, Pankaj Yadav, Ankita Saxena,
Pooja Mishra and Pooja Chauhan, along with Medical College
staff. Later in the afternoon, a public hearing and departmental
review meeting was held at the Police Lines meeting hall in Etah.
During the public hearing, complaints related to crimes against
women, harassment and family disputes were received. Several
complaints were resolved on the spot by the Chairperson, while
remaining cases were forwarded to the concerned officers with
instructions for prompt and effective action. During the review
meeting, Dr. Babita Chauhan reviewed various schemes related to
the Women and Child Welfare Department and directed that the
benefits of government welfare schemes must reach all eligible
women and girls without exception. She also instructed officials to
ensure the enrolment of workers’ children in Atal Residential
Schools and to prominently display all women’s helpline numbers
at Gram Panchayats and development blocks at public and easily
visible locations, so that victims can receive immediate assistance
when needed. The meeting was attended by Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, CO Saket Kirtika Singh, District Backward
Classes Welfare Officer Yash Kumar Verma, Women Police Station
In-charge Nandini Singh and officers and staff from the police
department and other Concerned Departments.

State Women Commission
Chair Leads Public Hearing,

Review Meeting in Etah

Bahraich

A farewell ceremony was
organized at Pt. Radheshyam
Pandey Saraswati Inter College,
Jamog Bazar Charda, by the
students of class 9 to honor the
class 10 students appearing for
their board exams and to wish
them a bright future. On this
occasion, important tips for suc-
cess were given to the students
keeping in mind the upcoming
board examinations.Addressing
the ceremony, school manager
Kaushalendra Pandey shared his
experiences and said that main-
taining self-confidence during
exams is extremely important.
He said that regular study,
effective time management and
a positive attitude are the real
keys to success. He advised the
students to revise difficult sub-
jects repeatedly, read the ques-

tion paper carefully, and write
the answers in clear, coherent

and balanced language. He
emphasized the importance of

continuous study while avoid-
ing mental stress during exami-

nations.The chief guest,
Principal Prachar Bas Mishra,
while explaining ways to
achieve maximum marks, said
that sufficient sleep, a balanced
diet and light exercise keep the
brain healthy and every student
should follow these practices.
He also appealed to the students
to stay away from mobile
phones and social media to
maintain concentration in their
studies.Principal Mishra said
that only through discipline,
hard work and dedication to
their goals can students reach
great heights in life and move
forward while upholding the
dignity of the school.Senior
teacher Abhay Dixit, addressing
the students, said that the exam-
ination is not only a test of
knowledge but also a test of
patience and self-control. 

Every goal can be achieved

with the right strategy and con-
tinuous practice.At the end of
the ceremony, Manager
Kaushalendra Pandey wished
all the students a bright future
and said that education is the
foundation of society and
nation-building. He inspired the
students to move forward with
moral values.On this occasion,
Gyanendra Bhushan Pathak,
Vishwas Kasaudhan, Deepak
Sharma, Vinay Pathak, Ashish
Sharma, Rakesh Verma,
Pramanand Bajpai, K.D. Arya,
Brijesh Kumar Arya, Richa
Jaiswal, Jyoti Rani Pandey,
Nishat Khan, Pooja Pathak,
Shivam Mishra, Avneesh Gupta,
Anil Kumar Sharma, and other
teachers were present. During
the program, students of class 9
also presented cultural perform-
ances and encouraged their sen-
ior sStudents.

Bhadohi

Newly appointed traffic
inspector Rakesh
Kumar Singh hunter,
who was driving in the
city, was in trouble for
not wearing a helmet
and having three pas-
sengers on a two-
wheeler. When they
started checking at
Lippan Tiraha and
Station Road of the
city, about 35 to 40
two-wheelers and four-
wheelers were caught.
Helmets were not
found on most of the
heads and many two-
wheelers were found
with three passengers,
while most of the four-
wheelers were found
not wearing seat belts.
Seeing the checking
going on, many two
wheelers were seen
turning their vehicles
and running away and
some parked on the
side of the road and
kept roaming here and
there. During checking,
Traffic Inspector
Rakesh Kumar Singh
said that helmet is
mandatory for two
wheelers. He said to
avoid traveling on two
wheelers with three
passengers. Due to the

checking campaign,
there was panic among
the riders without
papers and helmets at
Lippan Tiraha, Station
Road and Azimullah
intersection. How
many bikers rode their
bikes from far away?
During checking, the
bike was issued a chal-
lan for lack of helmet
and three riders. Traffic
Inspector Rakesh
Kumar Singh said that
driving at high speed,
without helmet and rid-
ing a three-rider bike is
against the traffic rules.
When three passengers
are traveling,
it is not possible for

the driver to maintain
balance on the bike and

suddenly the bike can-
not be controlled in
any adverse situation.
In such a situation,
considering your own
safety during the three
rides, make sure to
wear a helmet. Keep
speed under control.
The inspector said that
the checking campaign
will continue. Action
will definitely be taken
against those riding a
bike without a helmet
and three riders. At the
same time, he gave
directions to the
appointed traffic police
to free the city from
the jam. On this occa-
sion, traffic Policemen
including Raees Ahmed
were Present.

Bhadohi

On Cancer Day, a team
of doctors met
Samajwadi Party
national President and
former Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav. Where
former Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav dis-
cussed a serious disease
like cancer and its treat-
ment. 
Leading doctors of
Bhadohi district said
that whatever was done
under the Samajwadi
government for the
treatment of this serious
disease and sensitive
behavior towards the
people sick with it will
always be remembered.
It was said that
Akhilesh Yadav vision
was for international
level treatment. Doctors

said that the present
BJP government has
shown negligence in
this regard. Akhilesh
Yadav said that in the
Samajwadi government,
arrangements for high
level treatment for seri-
ous diseases like can-
cer, kidney, liver and
heart were made free of
cost. Cancer Hospital
and Research Institute
was built on 100 acres
in Lucknow in the year
2016 at a cost of Rs
1,000 crore. Bablu Bind
told that the former
Chief Minister had
given assistance of Rs
4.56 thousand for the
treatment of his mother
cancer. Our family is
still grateful to him.
Akhilesh 
Yadav said that the real
quality of Samajwadi
Party is to serve the

people. Doctors said
that if patients do not
get treatment under the
BJP government, then
what is developed India
for? On this occasion,
former Cabinet Minister
Rajendra Chaudhary,
State President Shyam
Lal Pal, Bablu Bind, Dr.
Ajay Prajapati, Juhi
Singh Dr. Nand,
Dr.Rajit Bind, Dr. Sujit
Bind, Dr. Virendra
Patel, Dr. Sangam Lal
Gupta, Dr. Virendra
Bind, Dr. Zuber Khan,
Dr. Mehboob Qureshi,
Ishaan Milky, Pradeep
Modanwal, Suraj Bind,
Govind Yadav, Ravi
Ranjha, Adivasi Vijay
Border Gond, Mita
Jaiswal, Pavarti
Kannaujiya, Ranjit
Bind, Sanjay, Aamir
etc.

Etah

The initiative encouraging
the voluntary surrender of
arms licences to strengthen
peace, law and order and
social harmony in the dis-
trict continues to gain
momentum. In this ongoing
drive, another commend-
able example was witnessed
on Monday at the
Collectorate parisar, where
the 192nd arms licence in
the district was voluntarily
surrendered.On this occa-
sion, Small Lal, son of
Shaitan Singh, a resident of
Nagla Banuwa under
Mirhchi police station lim-
its, was honoured with a
certificate of appreciation

by District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh for voluntari-
ly depositing his arms
licence. The district admin-
istration described the ini-
tiative as a significant step
towards reinforcing peace,
harmony and the spirit of
responsible citizenship in
society. Addressing the
gathering, District
Magistrate Prem Ranjan
Singh said that the volun-
tary surrender of arms
licences reflects positive
thinking in public interest
and a strong sense of civic
responsibility. Such citi-
zens, he said, act as part-
ners of the administration
and play an important role
in maintaining peace and

security in society.
Expressing hope that more
arms licence holders would
come forward, the District
Magistrate stated that wider
participation in this initia-
tive would help create an
even more peaceful and
secure environment in the
district. 
He added that honouring
responsible citizens is
aimed at sending a positive
message to society and pro-
moting awareness towards
peace. Additional Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Rajkumar Maurya, Arms
Clerk Kunwar Mohit and
other concerned officials
were Present on the occa-
sion.

Doctors met former Chief Minister

Akhilesh Yadav on Cancer Day

Bahraich

Allegations of large-
scale irregularities
have surfaced in the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGA) in Sati
Jor village panchayat
under Nawabganj
block. Villagers say
that while develop-
ment work is shown
as completed on
paper, the ground real-
ity is completely dif-
ferent.According to
the villagers, instead
of actual verification
of MNREGA works,
pre-existing photos
are being uploaded.
There is a huge differ-
ence between the
number of laborers
shown at the worksite
and the actual number
of laborers. The same
pictures have been
used repeatedly in
several muster rolls,
the morning and after-

noon pictures do not
match and in many
cases, the afternoon
photos have not been
uploaded at
all.Villagers said that
in the land develop-
ment work from Bhuj
field to Babu field in
Sati Jor village pan-
chayat, 44 laborers
were shown daily
from February 1st to
February 7th, while
online attendance of
approximately 308
laborers was recorded
during this
period.Similarly, in
the drain excavation
work from Sati Bridge

to Dharmanagar bor-
der, the presence of 36
to 45 laborers has
been shown on five
muster rolls. Online
attendance of 457
laborers has been
recorded for this work
from January 25th to
February 7th, while
villagers claim that no
drain excavation has
taken place any-
where.Not only this,
women names are reg-
istered in the muster
rolls, while men are
visible in the uploaded
pictures. 

There are also
allegations of the

same photo being
uploaded repeatedly.
Villagers Jamaluddin
Khan, Gayasuddin,
Anil Singh, Saddam
and others said that
the drain excavation is
completely fake and
has only been shown
on paper.The shocking
thing is that even on
January 26th,
Republic Day, the
attendance of laborers
was recorded in the
muster roll, even
though no work was
done that da
y. The government's
intention is to provide
employment to the
villagers in their own
village, but in Sati Jor,
the MNREGA scheme
seems to be becoming
a "money-making
scheme" for some
officials instead of
benefiting the vil-
lagers. At the block
level, the monitoring
cell has been instruct-
ed to conduct 100%
photo verification

daily, but the fact that
the Additional
Programme Officer is
in charge of both the
Mihinpura and
Nawabganj blocks
raises questions about
the effectiveness of
the monitoring.When
contacted regarding
this matter, the Village
Development Officer,
Block Development
Officer, and
Additional Programme
Officer did not pro-
vide any clear
answers. Meanwhile,
Gram Panchayat
Development Officer
Janardan
Vishwakarma said that
the matter would be
investigated and the
relevant muster rolls
would be
cancelled.Now the
question is, will
MNREGA provide
employment to the
villagers, or will it
remain confined to
paper and fall Prey to
Corruption?

Success Mantras Given to Students at Farewell Ceremony

Traffic Inspector Rakesh Kumar

Singh goes hunter in the city, people

who do not wear helmet face trouble

Voluntary Surrender of Arms
Licences Gains Momentum in
Etah, 192nd Licence Deposited

MNREGA: Development ran only on

paper, not on the ground!
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