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NEW DELHI: India
may scrap the proposed
project to build another
three French-origin
Scorpene submarines
at Mazagon Docks
(MDL), while it goes
full steam ahead with
the plan to construct six
new German-origin
diesel-electric stealth
submarines at the same
facility for over Rs

70,000 crore.The plan
for the three additional
Scorpene submarines,
which would have cost
around Rs 36,000
crore, "is not being pur-
sued now" though the
"final decision to scrap
it has not yet been
taken in black and
white", top government
sources told. While
cost negotiations .

India likely to scrap French

Scorpene project, may go

for German-origin subs

Ladakh admin
counters
Wangchuk wife

New Delhi:
Refuting allega-
tions made by
activist Sonam
Wangchuk’s wife
against.
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Barabanki: A free sweater distribution programme for meritorious
students was organised at Primary School Badosarai. Sub-Divisional
Magistrate/Joint Magistrate Tejas K attended as the chief guest,
while DIET mentor R.P Yadav was present as the special guest.
Abhishek Singh, district president of the Uttar Pradesh Primary
Teachers’ Association and a teacher at the school, said that every
year sweaters are distributed to 50 outstanding students (10 from
each class) selected on the basis of proficiency, regular attendance,
sports, cultural activities and overall performance. During the pro-
gramme, Tejas K appreciated the school academic standards and
physical infrastructure, while R.P Yadav praised the quality of teach-
ing. On this occasion, village head Nisar Mehdi, headmaster
Dharmraj, assistant teachers Pooja Gupta, Poonam Verma, Arfa
Khatoon, Shabina Ibrahim, Sangeeta and Arshiya Khatoon along
with students were present.

Gonda Police Nab Long-Standing Wanted

Fraudster with 15,000 Reward
Gonda
Under the guidance of the Superintendent of Police, Additional
Superintendent of Police, and
Circle Officer the Kotwali Dehat
police successfully apprehended a
long-pending wanted criminal with
a reward of 15,000.During a special
operation, on December 21, 2025
Jagdish Yadav (age 41), son of
Jagram Yadav, resident of Naushera
village, Rehra Bazar, Balrampur
district and currently at Barnala sta-
tion, Punjab was arrested. The
accused had been evading arrest for
nearly three years in connection
with multiple cases of fraud and
cheating.The accused is booked under FIR No. 506/2023, sections
419, 420, 467, 468 and 474 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Following the arrest, he was brought to the police station and later
produced in court for further legal proceedings.Arrest Team:Sub-
Inspector Prashant ShuklaSub-Inspector Golu TiwariHead Constable
Shailendra Rai Kotwali Dehat Police, Gonda District.

Meritorious Students

Receive Sweaters at

Primary School Badosarai

Ghazipur

The 99th martyrdom day
of Swami Shraddhanand,
a prominent saint of the
Arya Samaj, a nationalist
thinker and a leading free-
dom fighter, was celebrat-
ed in the auditorium of
Dayanand Anglo Vedic
(DAV) Inter College the
oldest school in the dis-
trict and a nurturer of
Indian culture.
Addressing the gathering,
the school manager and
district head of the Arya
Up-Pratinidhi Sabha
Ghazipur, Aditya Prakash
Arya said that Swami
Shraddhanand was a
miraculous and inspiring
personality of the twenti-
eth century. He was a sac-
rificing man who dedicat-
ed everything to the coun-
try and religion. In 1902,
he established Gurukul
Kangri for the propagation
of Vedic education. He
was the most popular
leader of his time. He was
the uncrowned king of
Delhi. He donated all his
property for the service of
the country and religion.
In 1919 he led a proces-
sion against the British

draconian law, the
"Rowlatt Act," which was
called the act without a
lawyer or argument. Even
the British bayonets could
not stop it. At the request
of the Muslim community,
he addressed a gathering
at the Jama Masjid. He
also addressed a gathering
at the Golden Temple. He
was a leading figure in
communal harmony. On
December 23, 1926 while
he was ill at his residence
in Delhi, a fanatical
Muslim, Abdul Rashid,
shot and killed him. Dr.
Santosh Kumar Tiwari
said that Swami
Shraddhanand was a great
saint of the Arya Samaj
and a leading figure
among patriotic ascetics.

His life was dedicated to
education, independence,
and the propagation of
Vedic religion. Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar called
him "the greatest messiah
of the Dalits." Mahatma
Gandhi considered him
like his elder brother. He
gave India the idea of Lok
Adalats (people courts).
On this occasion, a film
based on Swami
Shraddhanand,
"Aavahan," was also
shown to the students.
Following this, a general
knowledge competition
related to Swami
Shraddhanand life was
held. All the lecturers,
teachers and staff mem-
bers of the school were
present on this occasion.

Mathura

The 10th meeting of the
Banke Bihari Temple
High-Powered
Management Committee
was held on Wednesday
at the auditorium of
Laxman Shaheed
Smarak Bhawan in
Vrindavan. The meeting
was chaired by former
Allahabad High Court
Judge Ashok
Kumar.Key issues relat-
ed to the management of
the temple and its sur-
rounding areas were dis-
cussed in detail. Among
the agenda items was a
proposal to utilize Lalita
Kund, located in
Nidhivan Raj, for rain-
water harvesting. The
committee also deliber-
ated on obtaining a
detailed report from IIT
Roorkee concerning var-
ious aspects of temple
management.Arrangeme
nts for the New Year, in
view of the expected
surge in the number of
devotees visiting the
Banke Bihari Temple,
were also discussed. A
progress report present-

ed by the Assistant
Divisional Officer
(Administration) regard-
ing the regulation of e-
rickshaw operations in
the temple area was
reviewed.The committee
further discussed the
issue of non-compliance
by temple servitors with
the previously issued
darshan schedule and
emphasized the need to
ensure smooth and dis-
ciplined arrangements.
A comprehensive plan
for live streaming of
temple proceedings
through authorized
media agencies was also
deliberated.The meeting
also considered options
to be offered to property
owners whose privately
owned structures may
be affected by develop-

ment works around the
temple, particularly in
cases where relocation
may occur without the
owners consent.The
meeting was attended by
former District and
Sessions Judge Mukesh
Mishra, District and
Sessions Judge
(Mathura) Vikas Kumar,
Civil Judge (Junior
Division) Shipra Dubey,
District Magistrate and
Member Secretary
Chandra Prakash Singh,
and Municipal
Commissioner of
Mathura–Vrindavan
Municipal Corporation
Jag Pravesh.
Representatives of the
Rajbhog and
Shayanbhog Goswami
groups were also pres-
ent.

Mathura

Raya police have
arrested three individu-
als for illegally and
cruelly transporting
animals in a Max pick-
up vehicle. Authorities
recovered 29 live goats
and two dead goats
from the vehicle. The accused have been booked under
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act and legal
action is underway.According to Raya police, on
December 23, based on a tip-off, a Max pickup (regis-
tration UP85 ET 5311) was stopped for checking near
the Raya cut on the Yamuna Expressway, Bareilly
Highway. The animals were being transported in an
extremely inhumane manner. Armaan, son of Isfaq, res-
ident of Gram Jawar, Iglas, Aligarh and Dilshad, son of
Anwar resident of Dig Gate, Govindnagar Mathura
were apprehended at the scene.A case (FIR No.
0482/2025) under Section 11(1)(g) of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act has been registered at Raya
police station. During interrogation, another accused
was identified, and a team was formed to trace him. On
December 24, Pappu son of Hameed Khan, resident of
Jangalgarhi Miyan Ki Sarai, Delhi Gate, Aligarh was
arrested near the Bareilly Highway bridge beyond Koel
Phatak.Police sources revealed that Pappu has a prior
criminal record with several cases registered under seri-
ous sections at multiple police stations. The recovered
animals have been shifted to a safe location.The opera-
tion was carried out under the supervision of Inspector
Ravi Bhushan Sharma with the support of Sub-
Inspectors Mahendra Singh Bhadouria, Ravindra Pal
Singh and other police personnel.Police officials stated
that strict action will continue against animal trafficking
and cruelty and such offenders will be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law.

Deoria

Bharat S. Shrinet, the pro-
ducer of the film "Udaipur
Files," which was released
on the Hindi cinema screen,
was honored with the Best
Distinction Leadership
Award in the British
Parliament in London. This
achievement for "Udaipur
Files" has brought glory to
Uttar Pradesh and Deoria
district in the world of cine-
ma and film enthusiasts have
congratulated Bharat S.
Shrinet and wished him a
bright future. It is worth
mentioning that Bharat S.
Shrinet, son of the late
Kameshwar Singh, a native
of Labkani village in the
Gauribazar area of Deoria

district, also participated in
the Zee Media Global
Innovation and Leadership
Summit held in London. The
award ceremony was graced
by the presence of distin-
guished members of the UK
Parliament, including Lord
Raminder Ranger, Baroness
Sandip Verma and Lord
Krishna Kumar
Sureshchandra Rawal, OBE.
Notably, when Bharat S.
Shrinet announced the pro-

duction of this film, based
on the brutal murder of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal Sahu in
Udaipur (Rajasthan) in 2022,
he received various threats to
deter him from making the
film. However, Shrinet,
determined to achieve his
goal, persevered and contin-
ued with the film production.
The film was completed, but
then a petition was filed to
ban it. After a long legal bat-
tle, the Ministry of

Information and
Broadcasting lifted the ban
on the film. It was then
released after receiving certi-
fication from the Central
Board of Film Certification.
The film was released and
received overwhelming sup-
port and appreciation from
the public. This reflects
strong support for India lead-
ership and enterprise-based
development approach.
Bharat S. Shrinet honor with
the Best Distinction
Leadership Award in the
British Parliament not only
reflects his courageous steps
and dedication to his goal
but also serves as a strong
slap in the face to the oppo-
nents who tried to prevent
the film release.

Barabanki: Electric
poles standing in the
middle of the ongoing
road widening work on
the Suratganj–Hetmapur
road have become a
major obstacle to devel-
opment. This road con-
nects dozens of villages
and carries heavy traffic
daily, but due to the
poles not being shifted,
the road now appears
less widened and more
dangerous. According to
locals, vehicles are fre-
quently colliding with
these poles, causing
them to tilt or break. As
a result, power lines are
repeatedly damaged,
leading to hours-long
power outages. This is
severely affecting house-
hold work, agriculture,

small businesses and
children studies.
(Many Complaints, No
Solution)
Villagers say they have
repeatedly complained to
the electricity depart-
ment and the contractor,
but no concrete steps
have been taken to
remove the poles.
Linemen are exhausted
fixing faults again and
again, while the root
problem remains unre-
solved.

(Risk Increases at
Night)
Residents warn that the
poles standing in the
middle of the road pose
a serious accident risk,
especially at night when
visibility is low. If the
project continues in this
manner, the road will

become more of an acci-
dent zone than a devel-
opment project. (Public
Demand)
Local citizens have
demanded that, to ensure
safe and systematic com-
pletion of the road
widening work, the elec-
tric poles be removed
and shifted to appropri-
ate locations at the earli-
est, so that development
becomes a convenience
rather than a Problem.
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Prayagraj. Where
the continuous
streams of the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers
narrate the eternal
story of Indian con-
sciousness, the Magh
Mela brings that con-
sciousness to life
through music, spiri-
tual practice, and tra-
ditions. In the pris-
tine morning hours at
the confluence of the
rivers, when the first
waves of musical
notes rise, the entire
atmosphere trans-
forms into music
itself. With the objec-
tive of realizing this
cultural experience,
the North Central
Zone Cultural Centre
(NCZCC), Ministry
of Culture,
Government of India,
is organizing the
Brahmanad Kala
Mahotsav competi-
tion under the 'Chalo
Man Ganga Yamuna

Teer' program on the
occasion of Magh
Mela 2026.The
Brahmanad Kala
Mahotsav competi-
tion will include
competitions in disci-
plines such as classi-
cal singing, classical
dance, folk dance,
folk songs, chanting,
photography, rangoli,
and painting. The
minimum age for
participants in the
competition is 8
years. Winning par-
ticipants will be
awarded attractive
prizes. Centre
Director Sudesh
Sharma informed that
the competitions will
be held from January
4, 2026. Registration
is mandatory for
artists interested in
participating in the
program through the
prescribed Google
form.
This Google form

will be available on
the official website
of the North Central

Zone Cultural Centre
and on the Centre's
Facebook page. For
more information,
interested partici-
pants can contact
mobile number
9306460376. The last
date is December 28,
2025.Birha Dangal -
In addition, a Birha
Dangal (folk singing
competition) will
also be organized
from January 4 to
January 20, 2026, as
part of Magh Mela
2026. Only artists
from Prayagraj will
be eligible to apply.
Application forms
can be obtained from
the Centre's office
and its Facebook
page, and are also
available on the
Centre's website. The
last date for applica-
tion for the Birha
Dangal is December
31, 2025. The parties
will be invited only
after the center
receives the applica-
tions.

Meja.

Meja Urja Nigam
Private Limited
(MUNPL) achieved a
significant milestone
at the 47th All India
PRSI – Public
Relations Conference
Awards 2025, held in
Dehradun, by securing
the Second Award in
the E-Newsletter cate-
gory and the Third
Award in the “Best
Skill Development
Programme by PSUs”
category. The award
was formally handed
over to Shri Asesh
Kumar
Chattopadhyay, CEO,

MUNPL, at the com-
pany’s Meja premises
by Shri Vivek
Chandra, Head of HR,
along with Shri Ajay
Singh, DGM
(HR).The E-
Newsletter award was
conferred in recogni-
tion of MUNPL
Meja’s monthly maga-
zine, which effectively
showcases the organi-
sation’s activities, ini-
tiatives, and achieve-
ments. The Skill
Development
Programme award
acknowledged the
impactful work under-
taken by MUNPL
Meja’s CSR initiatives

through skill develop-
ment programmes
implemented in asso-
ciation with reputed
institutes, including
CRISP and CIPET.
The awards were
received on behalf of
MUNPL Meja by Ms.
Prakruti Mishra,
Executive (Corporate
Communication), dur-
ing the prestigious
ceremony. This recog-
nition underscores
MUNPL Meja’s com-
mitment to excellence
in public relations,
meaningful communi-
ty engagement, and
inclusive, sustainable
development.

Electric Poles Obstruct Road

Widening, Accident Risk Increases

In Hinduism, the path to Ghar Wapsi

was opened by Shraddhanand through

the Shuddhi movement- Aditya

Meja Urja Nigam Private
Limited Earns Recognition at

PRSI Awards 2025 

Brahmanad Kala Mahotsav
Competition to be Organized under
'Chalo Man Ganga Yamuna Teer'

Program; Winners to Receive
Attractive Prizes

Udaipur Files Producer Honored in London
Parliament, Bharat S. Shrinet Overwhelmed

Three Arrested for Cruelly

Transporting Animals in Max Pickup,

29 Goats Alive, 2 Dead Recovered

10th Meeting of Banke Bihari
Temple High-Powered

Management Committee Held
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Tharwai. A blanket distribution ceremony was organized in

Tikri Nayepura village of Soraon assembly constituency

under the auspices of Apna Dal (S). The chief guest at the

event was Kishan Saroj, former state secretary of Apna Dal

(S) and in-charge of Sareni (Rae Bareli) assembly con-

stituency. The program began with a garland ceremony and

musical welcome for the chief guest and Apna Dal (S) office

bearers. The program was conducted by Ramamurti Patel,

while Birha Emperor Devraj Patel captivated the audience

with his melodious songs. Chief Guest Kishan Saroj encour-

aged the helpless and poor elderly women and men present

by giving them shawls. He then distributed blankets to hun-

dreds of needy people. The faces of the poor lit up with joy

upon receiving the blankets. In his address, the chief guest

paid homage to great personalities like Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel, Chhatrapati Shivaji, Jyotiba Phule, and Baba Saheb

Bhimrao Ambedkar. He stated that the mission of Apna Dal

(S) National President Anupriya Patel is to help the poor,

Dalits, helpless, and laborers. Its objective is also to educate

and empower the youth, as well as to empower women and

make them self-reliant. The program organizer, Shyam Lal

Saroj, extended his greetings and gratitude to all those pres-

ent. Also present on the occasion were Apna Dal (S) District

Gangapar in-charge Bhanu Pratap Patel, Soraon Assembly

President Sushil Patel, Jitendra Saroj, Rajendra Bahadur

Singh, Monu Bhartiya, Chedilal Yadav, Satish Tiwari, Nanhe

Lal Sahu, Shiv Lal Patel, Madhavrao Patel, Ram Kailash Pal,

Satnu Nanku Bhartiya, Radheshyam, Radheshyam Maurya,

Sajjan Yadav, and a large number of women, men, and other

dignitaries.

Poor People's Faces Light Up

After Receiving Blankets: A

Glimpse of Happiness on

Everyone's Faces
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Prayagraj: The District

Magistrate, who arrived at

Tapasvi Nagar in Khak

Chowk of the Magh Mela

area, lent a hand in the

community kitchen serving

the saints. On Wednesday,

the DM, Magh Mela

Officer, and Municipal

Commissioner toured the

Mela area. During the

inspection, the officials

reached the camp of

Mahamandaleshwar Gopal

Das Maharaj in Tapasvi

Nagar, located on the

southern side of Mahavir

Marg in Sector-4. They sat

down with Jagadguru

Santosh Das ‘Satua Baba’,

the head of the Khak

Chowk Management

Committee, and helped

bake rotis (flatbreads). The

DM said that the Magh

Mela is not only a festival

of faith but also a vibrant

symbol of service, devo-

tion, and social

harmony.Additional Mela

Officer Hears Grievances

of 200 Sadhus and

SaintsThe Additional Mela

Officer held a public hear-

ing on Wednesday regard-

ing land allocation and

facilities related to the

Magh Mela. It was claimed

that 200 cases were

resolved during this hear-

ing. Additional Mela

Officer Dayanand Prasad

said that some plots of land

had become available in

the Arail area, and these

have been started to be

allocated to new organiza-

tions on a priority basis.

Efforts are being made to

expedite the settlement

process.

Tharwai

The criminals kidnapped a
young man and demanded
one lakh rupees. They
released him after receiving
the money. The criminals
abducted the young man in
a Tata Safari. The next day,
they demanded a ransom of
one lakh rupees, and after
receiving the money, they
released him. The case is
related to Tharwai police
station in the Gangapur
zone of Prayagraj district.
About a week ago, on the
evening of December 18th,
around 8 PM, Abhayraj
Kushwaha, son of Ramlal,
a paan shop owner residing
in Ram Nagar market under
Tharwai police station area,
and a resident of Meda vil-
lage, Tharwai police sta-
tion, was forcibly taken
away in a four-wheeler Tata
Safari by unknown persons.
They took him to Jhansi
and other places and
demanded one lakh rupees
for his release. After receiv-
ing the one lakh rupees, the
victim Abhayraj Kushwaha
was released near
Pratapgarh Sahson under
Sarai Inayat police station
area. Based on the com-
plaint received, a case was
registered under Section
140 (1) at the local Tharwai

police station, and teams
were formed to investigate
the matter and apprehend
the kidnappers. After con-
siderable effort, three
accused involved in the
case were arrested:
Rajkumar Yadav, son of
Datadeen Yadav, age 29,
resident of Haribhanpur vil-
lage, Phulpur police station;
Raja Yadav, son of Virendra
Singh Yadav, age 24, resi-
dent of Sonauti village,
Jhansi police station; and
Prem Kumar Sharma, son
of Teerthraj, age 30, resi-
dent of Chak Bhikhari alias
Parsadih, Phulpur police
station. All three accused
are residents of Prayagraj
district. They were arrested
near a garden on the
Dharampur Ghurwa to
Hetapatti road under
Tharwai police station area.
Rs. 61,000 of the ransom
money and the Tata Safari
Storm vehicle used in the

kidnapping were recovered
from their possession.
Based on the aforemen-
tioned arrest and recovery,
further legal proceedings
were initiated, and they
were sent to jail. The police
team that arrested the
accused included Inspector
Santosh Kumar Pandey, SI
Amar Dev Singh, Girish
Chandra Maurya, Anil
Kumar, and several other
team members. ACP
Tharwai Arun Parashar stat-
ed that three accused indi-
viduals have been arrested
and sent to jail after further
legal proceedings.
Why the kidnapping?
Statements given by the
accused during interroga-
tion:During interrogation, it
came to light that the
accused Raja Yadav had
spent a considerable
amount of money on the
treatment of his child's ill-
ness. 

Successful Organization of National

Innovation Campaign Program in the

City Area
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Under
the National
Innovation
Campaign, a grand
educational pro-
gram based on sci-
ence, mathematics,
and technology was
organized today,
December 24, 2025,
at the Block Education Office, CPI, in the Prayagraj city area.
The program was inaugurated by the chief guest, the District
Basic Education Officer, with the lighting of the lamp and gar-
landing of the idol of Goddess Saraswati. On this occasion, the
chief guest, District Basic Education Officer Mr. Anil Kumar,
was respectfully welcomed with a bouquet of flowers.
Following this, Block Education Officer Mrs. Pratibha Singh
delivered the welcome address and outlined the program. DIET
lecturer Mrs. Vartika was also present on this occasion. All the
winning and participating children were given science kits, sta-
tionery, certificates, and mementos by the chief guest. In his
address, the District Basic Education Officer said that it is
essential to think about daily activities from a scientific per-
spective, which broadens, strengthens, and makes children's
thinking more logical. He also said that science and mathemat-
ics give a new direction to children's thinking. Children should
develop an understanding of what they want to do, why they
want to do it, and how they will accomplish it. When children
think in this way, the path to innovation and success is
paved.The program was successfully and effectively conducted
by Mrs. Anuragini Singh.A total of 73 students from 28 schools
in the city area enthusiastically participated in this competition.
The competition was held in two phases, in which the top three
performing children were given science kits, certificates,
mementos, and stationery. All the remaining participating chil-
dren were also encouraged with certificates and stationery.The
program was attended by the Science Subject ARP from
Bahadurpur and the City Area ARP, Mr. Manoj Kumar. The
competition was conducted with the cooperation of the support-
ing teachers. A very attractive and creative rangoli based on the
science theme was created by the city's rangoli team, which was
the center of attraction for all those present.

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj : The
Closing Ceremony of
the Free Self-Defence
Camp, organised by
Rotary Allahabad
Midtown in association
with Red Belt
Academy, was success-
fully held on
Wednesday, 24th
December at Mahila
Seva Sadan Inter
College.The pro-
gramme concluded on a
high and inspiring note
with a Self-Defence
Competition, showcas-
ing the confidence,
courage, and skills
developed by more than
100 girl students during
the course of the camp.
The competition

reflected the effective-
ness of the training
imparted over the last
six months.The event
was graced by the
Chief Guest, Henshi
Ajay R. Agarwal
(Black Belt – 9 Dan),
who motivated the
young participants and
demonstrated self-
defence techniques
using the lathi, leaving
a lasting impression on

the students.The com-
petition was organised
in two categories –
below 40 kg and above
40 kg. Winners were
awarded Gold, Silver,
and Bronze medals
along with certificates,
while all participants
received participation
certificates in recogni-
tion of their commit-
ment and effort.Club
President, Rtn. CA

Vinay Goel, appreciat-
ed Rtn. Smriti
Shangloo, Programme
Chairperson, for her
dedicated efforts in
consistently conducting
and coordinating the
self-defence classes
over the past six
months.Club Secretary,
Rtn. CA Saurabh
Agarwal, stated that the
club will continue to
work towards empow-

ering young minds with
confidence, safety, and
self-reliance through
such meaningful initia-
tives.The event was
attended by School
Trustee Purvika
Agarwal, the Principal,
and teachers of the
school. The successful
organisation of the pro-
gramme was supported
by Mr. Rizvi, Angel
Sonkar, Archit
Divyashi Yadav,
Snigdha Gupta, and
Anjali Kesarwani from
Red Belt Academy.The
ceremony concluded
with a vote of thanks
and a shared commit-
ment to continue pro-
moting safety aware-
ness and self-defence
training for young girls
in the community.
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Prayagraj. A 'Career Fair'

was organized at P.M. Shri

R.B.I. College,

Phaphamau, Prayagraj,

under the guidance of

Principal Mrs. Neelam

Mishra, as part of the

career guidance program.

The program commenced

with the lighting of the

lamp and offering of gar-

lands to the idol of

Goddess Saraswati by the

chief guest, Station House

Officer of Phaphamau,

Mr. Ashwini Kumar

Singh, and Principal Mrs.

Neelam Mishra. Other dis-

tinguished guests, includ-

ing Sub-Inspector Damini

Singh, renowned motiva-

tional speaker Dr. Sugreev

Singh from Allahabad

University, members of

the Career Club, and sev-

eral parents, graced the

occasion with their pres-

ence, boosting the morale

of the students.The

Principal welcomed the

guests with bouquets of

flowers. She highlighted

the details and importance

of the career guidance

program being conducted

at the school.Chief Guest

Mr. Ashwini Kumar

Singh, through his inspir-

ing address, encouraged

the students and motivated

them to fearlessly pursue a

successful career.Special

guest Dr. Sugreev Singh

encouraged the students to

become self-reliant and

inspired them to adopt the

necessary habits for

achieving success in life.

Under the guid-

ance of program in-charge

Archana Tiwari and

Ritambhara Shukla, stu-

dents from classes 9 to 12

set up career stalls related

to various professions.

Various career-related

cards and charts were dis-

played in the Career Hub

for the observation of

guests, parents, and stu-

dents. 

At the conclusion of the

program, the Principal

expressed her gratitude to

everyone. Maya Devi,

Manisha Gupta, Sunita

Gautam, Vandana Tiwari,

Archana Kumari, Sunita,

Pooja Kumari, Vartika,

and Arunesh Mishra made

significant contributions to

the successful organization

of the program. Through

the fair, students gained

information about various

traditional, non-traditional,

and skill-based careers.

The students and the

entire school staff partici-

pated enthusiastically in

the event.

Free Self-Defence Camp Concludes Successfully 
at Mahila Seva Sadan Inter College
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Prayagraj. Addressing
the headmasters and vil-
lage heads present at a
one-day orientation
workshop held in the
town, the chief guest,
Block Head of Saidabad,
Rajendra Singh Patel,
said that quality educa-
tion is possible only
through the vigilance of
teachers. He said that all
of us should strive for
100% student attendance.
Teachers must bring
about a change in their
work and come forward
to guide society in the
right direction. On this
occasion, Headmasters
Poonam Kushwaha,
Sangeeta Dubey, Sumitra

Chaturvedi, Shanti,
Nisha Tiwari, Archana,
Abhishek Kumar, Seema
Srivastava, and Ragini

Singh were honored with
certificates for their
excellent work in the
field of education.

Similarly, Gram
Panchayat officers Arun
Kumar Yadav, Aarti
Pandey, Anuradha Singh,

Dhirendra Patel, and
Kamal Singh were hon-
ored for their cooperation
in improving the func-

tioning of the schools.
Village heads Samodipur
Lal Gupta, Archana of
Kanakpur, and Rita
Tripathi of Garhwa were
also honored for their
support to the headmas-
ters of primary schools.
The program was
presided over by Block
Education Officer
Akhilesh Yadav and con-
ducted by Umashankar
Vishwakarma. Several
people,
including Indresh

Tiwari, President of the
Primary Teachers'
Association's block unit,
Ram Ji Santoshi,
President of the Junior
Teachers' Association,
and Alok Srivastava,
were present on the occa-
sion.

Quality Education is Possible Only
Through the Vigilance of Teachers:

Rajendra Singh Patel

Police apprehend three accused

who kidnapped a man and

demanded a ransom of one lakh

Magh Mela: A Festival of Service and Devotion; DM

Bakes Rotis at Satua Baba Ashram Community Kitchen

Career Fair Organized Under

Career Guidance Program

Prayagraj. Every year, the

arrival of Christmas reminds

us that while our world may

have become faster and

smarter, it hasn't necessarily

become kinder. We live in a

time where our screens are

bright, but our compassion

is dimming. Technology has

made communication easier,

but it has also created dis-

tance in relationships. Our

phones are filled with apps,

but our relationships feel

empty. Today, we have

smartphones in our hands,

but relationships in our

homes have become fragile.

Scrolling has replaced con-

versation. We respond to

messages instantly, but we

are slow to show empathy.

We count "likes," but we

lose relationships; our time-

lines are full, but our hearts

are empty. Living our lives

online, we have begun to

neglect real life—the person

sitting next to us, the needy

neighbor, the elderly, and

the children. It is amidst this

human brokenness that the

message of Christmas

speaks to us. Jesus was born

in simplicity and vulnerabil-

ity, and his arrival became a

promise of hope and salva-

tion for the poor, the sin-

ners, and the oppressed.

This message continues to

inspire people across reli-

gious boundaries today,

reminding us that no one is

neglected. Christmas teaches

us that a compassionate

society is built not on speed

or success, but on care and

connection. Experience

shows that compassion

begins not with grand ges-

tures, but with small acts of

humanity—listening atten-

tively, forgiving uncondi-

tionally, and sharing joyful-

ly. Such simple acts mend

relationships and restore

trust. In a diverse society,

the values ??of Christmas—

peace, goodwill, generosity,

and service—are for every-

one. This Christmas, if we

can offer the gift of our full

and compassionate presence,

we can create a more

humane and connected soci-

ety.

Bahraich: Under the guidance of Soni Srivastava, director of

Metro Academy, Bahraich, Priyanka Singh won the prestigious

Bahraich competition, bringing pride to the district.Priyanka

Singh is not only a skilled homemaker but also a dedicated

school teacher and successfully runs her own beauty parlour,

Priyanka Makeover. Her confidence, personality and talent were

highly appreciated during the competition.

Priyanka Singh Wins Bahraich Title,
Brings Pride to District

Christmas: A Festival of
Returning to Humanity
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One of the primary issues of
the 2024 national election
campaign has become
Sanatana Dharma. The BJP
accuses the Opposition of
insulting Sanatana Dharma.
The Opposition rebuts this by
saying that the BJP is deliber-
ately politicising the issue, and
misleading ordinary voters.
Elections will come and go.
Political parties will win and
lose. But in a country where
the overwhelming majority is
Hindu, the debate is one of
pivotal importance, tran-
scending transient political
dividends. It has a bearing on
the very nature of Sanatana

Dharma, its evolution, its
philosophical wisdom, its
inherently eclectic and inclu-
sive character, and all the fac-
tors which make it different
from Abrahamic faiths. Let me
clarify at the outset that I am a
proud Hindu. The number of
books I have written on the
Hindu faith, and the sheer
profundity of its thought as
well as the remarkable
achievements of Hindu civi-
lization which forms the foun-
dational period of our history,
bears testimony to this. My
real worry, however, is that
this acrimonious political
wrangling on Sanatana

Dharma could reduce this
great religion to a new level of
fundamentalist illiteracy. And
such a consequence goes far
beyond the immediate politi-
cal fortunes of expedient
politicians. The crux of the
matter is: what is Sanatan
Dharma? Is it an unchanging
monolith? Is it compiled in a
single text, like the Bible or
Koran, which cannot be trans-
gressed by believers? Is it writ-
ten in stone, to be interpreted
by one Pope or Ayatollah? Or,
has it evolved to be what it is
precisely because it is none of
the above? It is exceptionally
significant that in its entire

history, not a single Hindu has
been burnt on the stake or
killed for blasphemy, as is not
uncommon in some other
faiths.

What this means is that
Sanatana Dharma has allowed
for differences of opinion
within its fold, including
trenchant criticism of some
aspects of it, by its own fol-
lowers. 
The Hindu faith had not one
but six systems of philosophy
attempting to understand the
truth behind the vast and
bewildering plurality of the
cosmos. Each of them had a
different interpretation.

India’s economic progress is a composite reflec-
tion of the growth trajectories of its states. Given
the federal structure of the country, each state
operates with a degree of autonomy in imple-
menting policies that drive their individual
economies. This results in a broad spectrum of
growth rates across states, highlighting signifi-
cant disparities. For the nation to achieve holistic
growth, it is imperative for all states to experi-
ence economic advancement. Despite this, there
is a notable discrepancy in the attention paid to
fiscal matters at different levels of government.
The Union Budget, detailing the central govern-
ment’s finances, often garners substantial scruti-
ny and debate for its potential impacts on the
nation’s economic direction. In contrast, state
budgets, which are crucial for addressing local
needs and fostering regional development, do
not attract a similar level of public and analytical
scrutiny. Fiscal capacity, the government’s ability
to generate revenue from available tax and non-
tax bases, is crucial for several reasons. First, it
underpins a government’s ability to provide
essential public goods and services. These range
from healthcare and education to infrastructure
and defense, which are fundamental for the wel-
fare of the citizenry and the smooth functioning
of the economy. Without adequate fiscal capaci-
ty, governments may struggle to maintain these
services at levels that meet public demand and
expectations, potentially leading to social unrest
or a decline in the quality of life. Second, fiscal
capacity is vital for economic development and
growth. Governments need resources to invest in
infrastructure projects like roads, bridges, and
digital networks, which are critical for enhancing
productivity and competitiveness. Such invest-
ments not only improve current living standards.
but also set the stage for future economic expan-
sion. The Asian Development Bank Institute
(ADBI) in 2017 and the World Bank in 2015 high-
lighted the risk of economies falling into a ‘mid-
dle-income trap’ where they are unable to tran-
sition to high-income status due to inadequate
fiscal capacity among other factors. 
Moreover, fiscal capacity is essential for macro-
economic stability. It allows governments to
manage economic cycles more effectively, apply-
ing fiscal stimulus in downturns and restraint in
booms to maintain economic stability. The Covid-
19 pandemic’s impact on Indian states under-
scored this point, as reduced fiscal capacities con-
strained their ability to respond effectively to the
crisis and its economic repercussions.
Finally, a robust fiscal capacity enables equitable
social development. It allows for redistributive
policies that can mitigate income inequality and
fund social safety nets for the vulnerable. Studies
have shown that factors such as high per capita
income, education levels, and low corruption
contribute to higher fiscal capacity, which in turn
can be used to foster a more inclusive society.
Given that state governments account for over
60 per cent of general government expenditure
in India, enhancing their revenue-generating
capacity is imperative for the needed investment
in areas such as education, research and devel-
opment, and skill development.
The Reserve Bank of India recently released a
report on state finances, which gives an insight
into the state budgets of 2023-24. It has some
important findings. First, revenue mobilisation in
Indian states comprises both tax and non-tax rev-
enues, with a significant portion coming from
state’s own tax revenues (SOTR). Over the
years, there has been a noticeable
increase in SOTR, growing from 5.7
per cent of GDP in 2003-04 to 6.9
per cent in 2022-23. This
growth, particularly in the
post-GST era, reflects a shift in
the composition of tax.
revenues.

This time, the first phase of
voting for the Lok Sabha
elections is to be held on
April 19 and the entire BJP
lobby including the Modi
government at the Center is
trying to win more than 400
seats. But it seems that by
giving the slogan of 'This
time we cross 400', BJP does
not want to win so many
seats but wants to snatch
them. Otherwise, any gov-
ernment would not only get
nervous due to so many
protests from different sec-
tions of the people all over
India, but would also try to
pacify the angry people and
also accept their legitimate
demands. But despite oppo-
sition on many issues across
the country, not only the
Modi government at the
Center and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, but even a
single BJP worker is not
ready to bow down. Not
only this, the Modi govern-
ment at the Center is eager
to come to power at the
Center for the third time by
crushing every protest,
every movement and every
person who opposes its poli-
cies like an intoxicated ele-
phant. In fact, if we look at
the two tenures of the Modi
government at the Center in
the last 10 years, we find
that it has not refrained
from crushing any move-
ment, any protest or any
opposition. Be it the move-
ment by ex-servicemen
demanding One Rank One
Pension, be it the move-
ment of farmers, be it the

movement of the country's
daughters and women
wrestlers, or any demon-
stration by unemployed
youth demanding jobs, Be it
the movement of women
employees of Anganwadi
centres, or the protests
against EVM Tehelka, or the
movements in Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh to the
North-Eastern states. In this
way, if we look at the last 10
years of the tenure of the
Modi government at the
Centre, about twenty types
of movements took place at
various places; But most of
the movements were either
crushed badly by this gov-
ernment which suppressed
democracy or they were
suppressed to such an
extent that their voice could
not reach the country and
abroad. The remaining work
in ending these movements
was done by a special group
of Modiya and those people
who have got contracts for
various odd jobs in the
country. However, if we look

at the movements going on
in the country in the last 10-
12 years, then first of all we
have to look at the protests
that took place across the
country against the Anna
movement and the Nirbhaya
incident, due to which the
UPA central government
was ousted. However, the
UPA central government of
that time also tried to crush
both types of movements;
But not to the extent that
the Modi government at the
Center has done anything to
crush all the movements. If
we talk about the time after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to power at the
Centre, then the Patel
movement of Gujarat,
Maratha movement of
Maharashtra, farmers
movement of Maharashtra,
farmers movement of Tamil
Nadu, Anganwadi move-
ment, teachers' movements
in different states. 

Apart from the
movement of unemployed
youth and the movement of

women wrestlers, all the
farmers' movements across
the country and the farmers'
movement that started in
the year 2020 have been
crushed by the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center and
the BJP state governments.
Their demands and prob-
lems have been ignored.
And the agitators and pro-
testers have been kicked
and water cannons have
been used. In the first
farmer movement against
the three agricultural laws,
an attempt was made to end
the movement by putting all
kinds of pressure on the
farmers, and this time,
when the central govern-
ment did not fulfill its prom-
ises, the farmers decided to
march to Delhi. So the
attack on them was intensi-
fied. Attempts were made to
harm them in every possible
way, which again led to the
martyrdom of 16 farmers.
There is still a ban on farm-
ers coming to Delhi as if
they are not food providers
but terrorists. Recently,
Section 144 was imposed in
Delhi for more than a month
to stop the farmers and
even today Section 144 is
applicable at some protest
sites in Delhi. For example,
after the protest by women
wrestlers was crushed at
Jantar Mantar, Section 144
is still in force and no victim
can sit there and raise his
voice. Recently, regarding
crushing the farmers' move-
ment, Rajasthan's Jat leader
Hanuman Prasad Beniwal

wrote on Twitter handle
'@narendramodi ji, the way
he arrogantly wrote on India
Is! 
Let me remind you that you
did not fulfill the promise
made to the farmers during
the farmers' movement.
Therefore, the step to agi-
tate again for the farmers
and their rights was forced
to be taken. On one hand
you say that violence has no
place in democracy. Farmers
are being shelled at the
behest of the other govern-
ment, keeping in mind the
current situation after the
Rashtriya Lok Dal, which
fought for the farmers of
Western UP, joined hands
with the BJP, it is your
utmost responsibility to
Take cognizance yourself
and agree to the demands
of the farmers! L
eader of the main opposi-
tion Congress, Rahul Gandhi
has spoken many times
about suppressing the voice
of the people by the Modi
government at the Centre.
Fearless and impartial jour-
nalists and intellectuals of
similar nature are also
unhappy with this attitude
of the government. 

Experts and scholars
belonging to the rural con-
text are also continuously
opposing the policies of the
government. 
But the government does
not care about all this. In
fact, now even the police
pick up people sitting in any
protest and put them in jail,
even if.

“Unprecedented” is
the adjective used in
almost every global
newspaper’s descrip-
tion of Iran’s retaliatory
attack against Israel on
14 April, which the
Benjamin Netanyahu
government responded
militarily by firing mis-
siles at an Iranian air-
base in Isfahan Friday
morning. Iran’s count-
er-attack last week
wasn’t exactly unpre-
dictable—Tehran made
it pretty clear it would
respond to a suspected
Israeli attack on its con-
sulate in Syria on 1
April that killed two of
its senior military com-
manders. It named its
operation “True
Promise”, reflecting its
vow to punish those
who attacked its diplo-
matic mission. But the
barrage of Iranian
drones and missiles—
approximately 300—
had no precedent.
Neither did the sus-
pected Israeli strike
near an Iranian military
base that followed. It
was the first time, after
45 years of an icy shad-
ow war, that we saw a
direct confrontation
between the regional
archenemies. And that
is why the new arc of
violence in the Israel-
Iran conflict, now
marked by direct con-
frontation, is ThePrint’s
Newsmaker of the
Week. Some view Iran
as dealing the first
hand or lighting the
first match. But certain
analysts suggest
Tehran’s calculation
involved not just send-

ing a message to Israel
but also to its own
proxies in the region.
Sanam Vakil, Director
of the Middle East and
North Africa pro-
gramme at the
Chatham House think
tank, told The
Guardian: “Iran’s calcu-
lation was that if [it]
didn’t respond, Israel
will keep trying to push
back and degrade the
axis of resistance
across the region. This
was about reinforcing
its red lines and some
measure of deter-
rence.” For five days,
the world waited with
bated breath for Israel’s
response. The German
and British foreign min-
isters flew into Israel
earlier this week in
efforts to prevent an
escalation of the con-
flict, but it was clear
that Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu
was going to strike
back. It was just a mat-
ter of when and how.
By launching direct
attacks on each other’s
soil after decades of
covert operations,
cyber attacks and proxy
wars, Israel and Iran
have diverted from
long-standing foreign
policy strategies. On
the one hand, Iran had
always followed a poli-
cy of 
“strategic patience”,
which involves prop-
ping up proxy forces in
the Middle East to fight
off Israel and its
Western allies, while
also projecting power
in the region.
Hezbollah in Lebanon is

a prime example of
this. In 1982, when
Israel invaded Lebanon
to expel the Palestinian
Liberation Organization
(PLO), Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) sent in
what was known as the
“Prophet Mohammad
Corps” to Syria, which
was then sent to
Lebanon to fight
against Israeli forces.
This was the birth of
Hezbollah. “The Islamic
Republic is a survivalist
regime,” explains
Arman Mahmoudian, a
lecturer of Russian and
Middle Eastern Studies
and a PhD candidate in
politics and interna-
tional affairs at the
University of South
Florida, in an article for
Gulf International
Forum.

“Hezbollah’s founda-
tional purpose raises
the question: why has
the militant group thus
far avoided confronta-
tion? The brief answer
is that Hezbollah is too
valuable an asset to be
deployed recklessly,”
he adds. By launching
300 drones and mis-
siles into Israel, Tehran
effectively abandoned
this policy and any pre-
vious reluctance it had
in attacking Israel direc
tly. Similarly, Israel
seems to have diverted
from its “reverse
periphery doctrine”.
Previously, under
Israel’s first prime min-
ister David Ben-Gurion,
Israel followed the a
bid to end its isolation
in the  Middle East. The
idea. 

China has been block-
ing His Holiness the
Dalai Lama’s visits to Sri
Lanka. Recently, a
renowned Sri Lankan
Buddhist monk
revealed this in a media
interview. When asked
about China’s view on
the Dalai Lama, the
most venerable Dr.
W a s k u d u w e
Mahindawansa said,
“We respect him and
invited him to Sri Lanka,
but China did not like
that. China pressed
against our govern-
ment as well, we don’t
like that. He is a
Buddhist leader, he has
freedom, and we have
the freedom to invite.”
This incident wasn’t an
exception; China has
been blocking His
Holiness the Dalai
Lama’s visits to Sri
Lanka since 2015. In
fact, China has never
shied away from
expressing its displeas-

ure whenever the Dalai
Lama moves from one
place to another or
meets any person of
repute. For China, the
Dalai Lama, who was
awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1989, is a
‘separatist’. China has
even called him ‘wolf in
monk’s robes’. Why
does a benevolent
exiled leader agitate an
aspiring superpower so
much? The answer lies
in the complex history
of Tibet and the
Chinese subjugation of
the same over the last
70 years Tibet lies in the
confluence of Central,
South and East Asia. It
has a recorded history
dating back to 602 AD
when Namri Songsten
became the first king of
Tibet, uniting the cen-
tral Tibetan states.
There are records of
conflict between China
and Tibet, which was
ended by the China-

Tibet Peace Treaty 821
AD. The treaty famously
mentions, “Tibetans
shall be happy in Tibet,
and Chinese shall be
happy in China.” After
more than 700 years,
China and Tibet both
sustained subsequent
Mongol invasions. In
the latter half of the
16th century, Altan
Khan, the Mongol ruler,
gave the title of Dalai
Lama to Sonam Gyatso,
leader of the Gelugpa
school of Buddhism. In
return, the Dalai Lama
decreed that Altan
Khan be reincarnated
as Kublai Khan, which
gave legitimacy to his
rule. This event marks
the founding of modern
Tibet. For the next two
hundred years Chinese
tried to take hold of
Tibet but could not suc-
ceed, and their influ-
ence declined in the
first half of the 20th
century. 

Why China Blocks the Dalai

Lama's Sri Lanka Visit

The role of state 
fiscal capacities in
national growth

Beyond Politics: Protecting Sanatana

Dharma from Misguided Extremism

BJP is dreaming of returning to power by

crushing the movements and opposing voices

Iran-Israel conflict will now be

shaped by 3H—Houthis,

Hamas, Hezbollah
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