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ED conducts
searches in

fake job scam
The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday conducted
nationwide searches
against an organised
gang involved in a fake
government job scam that
duped aspirants by offer-
ing fraudulent appoint-
ments across multiple
government departments.
The raids are underway
from early morning at 15
locations across India. The
agency's Patna Zonal
office is conducting the
search operations at
Mugzaffarpur (one) and
Motihari (two) in Bihar;
Kolkata (two) in West
Bengal; one each in
Ernakulam, Pandalam,
Adoor and Kodur in
Kerala; Chennai (one) in
Tamil Nadu; Rajkot (one)
in Gujarat; and Gorakhpur
(two), Prayagraj (one) and
Lucknow (one) in Uttar
Pradesh.

DEHRADUN

CBI probe
sought in
Ankita death

The parents of Ankita
Bhandari have urged Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami for a CBI probe into
the murder of their
daughter, according to
their letter. Ankita's father,
Virendra Singh Bhandari,
and mother, Soni Devi, met
Dhami Wednesday night
and handed him a letter
demanding an enquiry by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation into the case
under the supervision of a
Supreme Court judge. In
the letter, Ankita's father
said that his daughter was
murdered because of a
'VIP* whose identity is still
unknown. He wrote, ”I
appeal to the government
to get this case
investigated by the CBI
under the supervision of a
Supreme Court judge to
apprehend the VIP."

PANAJI

Filipino held
with Indian
passport

A 41-year-old Filipino was
arrested in Goa for
allegedly procuring an
Indian passport using
forged documents, an
official said on Thursday.
A case was registered at
the Crime Branch police
station against Federico
Pinapin Morenoona
complaint filed by the
Regional Passport Office
(RPO) here, he added.
"Moreno secured a
passport in the name of
Erica Achumi using
forged documents. He
was working as a
hairstylist at a salon in
Porvorim. He was held on
Wednesday under
Foreigners Actand
Passport Act for various
offences, including
cheating, forgery. Moreno
disclosed the involvement
of Vinit Bandiwdekar, who
is accused of helping him
obtain an Aadhaar card
and other documents,”
the official said.
Bandiwdekar was also
arrested on Wednesday,
he added.

NARMADA

Forty tiger
skins, 133
nails seized

More than 40 suspected
tiger skins and 133 nails
were seized in Rajpipla in
Gujarat's Narmada district,
forest officials said on
Thursday. The seizure was
made after a pungent
smell was reported from a
room in an old tenement
near Dharmeshwar
Mahadev Temple, which is
currently undergoing
renovation, they said. “The
room was earlier occupied
by an elderly priest who
died about five months
ago. Following suspicion,
temple trustees informed
police, which found over 40
suspected tiger skins and
133 nails,” an official said.

VOCAL PROTEST | Opposition parties come together in assailing Bengal CM
Mamata for storming into I-PAC chief’s house during central agency’s raids

Didi interfering in ED’s work,

says BJP, demands 1

KOLKATA

The Leader of Opposition in
West  Bengal Assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari, on
Thursday demanded strong
legal action against Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
allegedly interfering in the job
of the ED which is probing a
money laundering case by a
coal smuggling syndicate of
the state.

Banerjee dramatically
turned up at the residence of
I-PAC chief Pratik Jain and
later at the main office of the
TMC's poll advisor amid an
ongoing ED search, alleging
that the central agency was
attempting to seize the party's
internal documents, hard
disks and sensitive digital data
linked to its strategy for the
upcoming elections.

Responding to her state-
ments made at those locations
during search operations by
the Enforcement Directorate,
the BJP said that attempts to
politicise a lawful investigative
process or to undermine con-
stitutional authorities only
weakens public trust in insti-
tutions and the rule of law.
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TMC members demonstrate against ED’s searches at the office of consultancy firm
I-PAC and the home of its director Pratik Jain, in Kolkata on Thursday PTI

I-PAC acts as TMC'’s eyes, ears, says Cong

Kolkata: Senior Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on Thursday alleged that
I-PAC, a corporate entity, is engaged in “political unethical and conspiratorial” activ-
ities in West Bengal to ensure the party’s electoral success. “I-PAC acts as the eyes
and ears of the TMC. The body itself does not contest elections, but it controls the
internal functioning of the TMC, deciding who will sit in which position, who will
become a leader, and even influencing internal voting. These people are directly
involved in the entire process. The money collected through all this is sent to the
TMC office, and I-PAC takes its share from it. This is the reality of I-PAC,” Chowdhury

told PTI videos.

egal action

CPM alleges
raids stage
managed

Kolkata: The CPI(M) on
Thursday alleged that
the raid at political con-
sultancy firm I-PAC’s
office and the home of
its director, Pratik Jain, is
a "stage-managed”
affair between the BJP
and the TMC before the
West Bengal assembly
elections. “Drama over
the raid is being done,
but the truth will not
come out,” CPI(M) West
Bengal secretary
Mohammed Salim said.
He asked what stature
does Jain has in the
Trinamool Congress that
the chief minister “had
to rush to his residence
and office during the ED
raid.” Addressing a hur-
riedly called press con-
ference, Salim alleged
that the kingpins in the
alleged coal scam case
are not being investi-
gated by the central
agencies.

I-PAC’s Jain: An engineer turned political analyst

KOLKATA

Pratik Jain, a former engineer
turned high-stakes political
strategist, serves as a co-
founder of the Indian Political
Action Commiittee (I-PAC). An
alumnus of the prestigious
Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay (IIT-B), Jain earned

his degree in
Metallurgical
Engineering and

Materials Science.

His early career was
marked by a blend of
finance and consult-
ing; he gained significant mar-
ket exposure through an
internship at Axis Mutual
Fund before joining Deloitte as

an analyst in 2012.Jain’s
transition into the
political sphere began
with  Citizens for
Accountable
Governance (CAG), a
non-profit that event-
ually evolved into I-PAC in
2015, which he co-founded
alongside Vinesh Chandel and
Rishi Raj Singh. Following the

high-profile exit of strategist
Prashant Kishor, Jain took the
helm of the firm’s operations in
West Bengal.

Today, Jain is a central figure
in the state's electoral land-
scape, leading I-PAC’s partner-
ship with the Trinamool
Congress (TMC). He specifi-
cally manages the party’s IT
cell and digital outreach, utiliz-

ing data-driven insights to
shape grassroots political nar-
ratives. Based in the upscale
Loudon Street area of South
Kolkata, Jain operates from I-
PAC's strategic "war room” in
Salt Lake, Sector V, where he
continues to bridge the gap
between corporate efficiency
and complex political cam-
paigning.

Cops: Online
rumours led
to Delhi clash

NEW DELHI

Misleading audio messages
circulated on multiple
WhatsApp groups were key to
fuelling rumours about the
alleged demolition of the Faiz-
e-Elahi Mosque near the
Turkman Gate, even as officers
moved swiftly to counter the
narrative, an official said on
Thursday.

An anti-encroachment
drive near the mosque in
Delhi's Ramlila Maidan area
on the intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday trig-
gered violence as many people
pelted stones at police person-
nel, injuring five of them,
including the area's station
house officer.

In all, 10 people were
arrested, and a juvenile was
apprehended.

According  to police,
rumours claiming the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) was demolishing
the mosque spread primarily
through voice notes shared
across community, religious
and neighbourhood
WhatsApp groups ahead of a
court-ordered anti-encroach-
ment drive.

Investigators said several
WhatsApp groups were
already under police watch
when the audio messages
began circulating. "Our teams
had penetrated these groups
and actively countered the
false claims. This helped
restrict the crowd size and
prevented wider mobilisa-
tion," a senior police officer
said. Around four to five
WhatsApp  groups that
showed an aggressive or pro-
vocative tone were placed
under close surveillance,
police said, adding that no

Police have also
identified at least
10 social media
influencers who
allegedly spread
false claims that a
mosque had been
demolished

fresh groups appeared to have
been created immediately
before the incident -- a factor
that is being examined while
probing whether the rumours
were pre-planned.

"As soon as the misinforma-
tion surfaced, our ACPs and
SHOs reached out to Aman
Committee members, com-
munity elders and religious
leaders to clarify that the
mosque would not be
touched,” the officer said,
adding that senior officers per-
sonally engaged with clerics to
dispel fear.

Additional Commissioner
of Police (Central) Nidhin
Valsan had held meetings with
more than 120 maulvis days
before the drive, -clearly
explaining that only illegal
encroachments would be
removed and that the mosque
itself was not part of the action.

Religious leaders were also
informed about their legal
remedies if they wished to
challenge the court order.

Police have also identified at
least 10 social media
influencers who allegedly
spread false claims that the
mosque had been demolished,
and one woman influencer has
been summoned for question-
ing. Authorities said the con-
tent being circulated was mis-
leading and had the potential
to disturb communal har-
mony.

K’taka assault: NCW takes up
Suo moto case, min backs cops

BENGALURU

The National Commission for
Woman (NCW) has taken up a
suo moto case in connection
with a BJP woman activist
Sujatha Handi allegedly dis-
robed by the Hubballi police.
On Thursday, the National
Commission for Women
issued a notice to Karnataka
DG & IGP, seeking a report on

the incident. Besides, the
NCW has directed the police
department to register a suo
moto case against the police
personnel involved in the
assault and conduct an inquiry
into the issue.

The Hubballi police have

arrested the Congress
Corporator Suvarna
Kallakuntla ~ amidst high

drama, following a complaint
by brother of Sujatha Handi

for inciting violence in the
area.

Meanwhile, referring to the
BJP's criticism over the alleged
assault and stripping case
involving a woman worker,
Karnataka Home Minister G.
Parameshwara said the party
should not indulge in politics
in the name of a woman and
that the government stands by
the statement issued by the
police department.

Cong criticises easing of environmental
norms for non-coal mining projects

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
charged that the Centre last
month eased the environment
norms for non-coal mining
projects by changing the pol-
icy which required that first
land acquisition must be com-
pleted as per law and only
then can environmental clear-
ances be sought.

In a statement, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh while raising the issue
said “on December 18, 2025,
this policy was changed by the
Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change and environ-
mental clearances for non-
coal mining projects can now
be sought before land acquisi-
tion.”

The senior Congress leader

said “it is very difficult to
understand how a meaningful
environmental impact assess-
ment can be made without full
knowledge of the area that is
going to be covered by the
non-coal mining project in the
first place.” He alleged that
“this policy change is yet
another blow by the Narendra
Modi regime to responsible
and responsive environmental
governance in the country.”

Probe Indore
deaths: Cong

Congress’s media and
publicity department
chairman Pawan Khera
on Thursday sought a a
Supreme Court level
probe into the Indore
water contamination
incident, which caused
15 deaths.

K’taka moves SC
against G RAM G

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Cabinet on
Thursday passed a unanimous
resolution to legally challenge
the Central government's
newly enacted Viksit Bharat —
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act.

The state government has
decided to move the SC
against the legislation, which
recently replaced the long-
standing Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).

Briefing the media, Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
H.K. Patil emphasised that the
Cabinet considers the new Act

a direct violation of the right to
work and livelihood as pro-
tected under Article 21 of the
Constitution.

Furthermore, while the
Centre previously bore the full
cost of unskilled wages under
MGNREGA, the VB-G RAM G
Act mandates a 60:40 fund-
sharing pattern, requiring
states like Karnataka to cover
40% of the expenditure on
terms unilaterally decided by
the Union Government.

Beyond the legal battle in
the Supreme Court, the
Karnataka government plans
to take the issue to the
"people’s court” to raise aware-
ness about the potential dilu-
tion of rural employment
guarantees.

PM: Our Al models should be
distinct, promote desi content

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
world's trust in India is its big-
gest strength and emphasised
the need to ensure that Indian
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
models are ethical, unbiased,
transparent, and based on
data privacy principles.

He also said the Indian Al
models should be distinet and
should promote local and
indigenous content and
regional languages.

Chairing a roundtable with
Indian AI startups ahead of
the India Al Impact Summit
2026, Modi suggested that the
startups should work towards

| hic hic hurray |

PM said startups
and artificial
intelligence
entrepreneurs are
the co-architects of
the country’s future

global leadership from this
country, and noted that India
can promote affordable and
inclusive Al and frugal inno-
vation globally, an official
statement said.

The prime minister said
startups and artificial intelli-
gence entrepreneurs are the
co-architects of the country's
future.

As many as 12 Indian Al

startups that have qualified
for the 'AI for ALL: Global
Impact Challenge’ summit to
be held next month attended
the roundtable and presented
their ideas and work.

Later, in a post on ‘X', Modi
said he talked about Al with
youngsters from the Indian
startup world.

"It was a memorable and
insightful interaction, in
which they shared their vision
and work on how India is
transforming the world of AL
It is commendable how these
startups are working on
diverse fields such as e-com-
merce, marketing, engineer-
ing simulations, material
research, healthcare, medical
research and more,"” he said.

UP booze to spread global cheers?

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh is preparing
to scale up its excise econ-
omy with an export-
oriented policy framework
and a sharply higher rev-
enue target of Rs 68,000
crore for the next financial
year, as the state looks to
transform its liquor sector
into a stronger manufactur-
ing and investment-driven
industry.

Excise Minister Nitin
Agarwal said the upcoming

excise policy will focus on
building global brands from
Uttar Pradesh, rationalising
licensing norms and attract-
ing fresh investment, while
strengthening enforcement
to curb illegal liquor.

“The next excise policy
will be export-oriented. Our
focus is to build the brand of
Uttar Pradesh so that liquor
produced here captures a
larger share of both
domestic and international
markets. A few brands from
UP have gone global, but
their footprint is still very

limited,” Agarwal told FPJ.

For the current financial
year 2025-26, Uttar Pradesh’s
excise revenue target was Rs
63,000 crore. Agarwal said
collections had crossed Rs
41,000 crore by December,
suggesting the state is on
course to meet the annual
goal.

The minister said excise
revenues in the state have
almost doubled in four
years. In 2022, the target
stood at Rs 36,000 crore.
“We are now moving

This growth has been poss-
ible due to consistent policy
reforms, improved transpar-
ency and structural changes
in the system,” he said.

A key area of reform
under the new policy will be
further rationalisation of
licensing fees and proce-
dures. The government has
simplified the licensing
framework over the past
four vears, but Agarwal said
more needs to be done to
improve ease of doing busi-
ness and make exports com-

towards Rs 68000 crare. - - - . _merciallu vinhle. “The next

policy will focus on making

the sector more competitive
and investment-friendly,” he
said.

He attributed the steady
rise in revenue to the intro-
duction of e-auctions, wider
participation and the dis-
mantling of monopolies.
This year, nearly 40 percent
of those who secured retail
shops through e-auctions
were new entrants. “This
shows that the monopoly of
a few has been broken and
confidence in the system has
increased,” Agarwal said.

Closure of J&K med
college injustice: CM

JAMMU

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday said the govern-
ment will accommodate stu-
dents affected by the closure
of a medical college by adjust-
ing them in other institutions
through supernumerary
seats, asserting that their edu-
cation will not be allowed to
suffer.

The chief minister also said
that accountability must be
fixed if standards were not
maintained at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Medical
College."The Health Minister
is standing here with me.
Yesterday, she was with me in
Samba. We have discussed
this issue thoroughly and, as [
said yesterday in Samba after
the issuance of the order,
these students have passed
the NEET examination in a

lawful manner. They have
merit," Abdullah told
reporters here.

"It is our legal responsibility
to accommodate them. We
will adjust them by creating
supernumerary seats in col-
leges close to their homes so
that their education does not
suffer,” he said.

BIGOTRY, SAYS ILTIJA
PDP leader Iltija Mufti on
Thursday termed the celebra-
tions in Jammu over the clo-
sure of the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Institute of Medical
Excellence in Reasi "heights of
bigotry".
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Aliganj Bar Association Elections:
Scrutiny Process Underway,

Unopposed Outcome Likely

Etah

The election process of
the Aliganj Bar
Association has reached
its final Phase with only
the scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers remaining
after the completion of
filing. Considerable
buzz has been witnessed
among advocates, par-
ticularly regarding the
post of Bar Association
President, creating an
atmosphere of intense
discussion within the
Bar premises.According
to members of the legal
fraternity, there is a
strong possibility that
the President and other
office-bearers may be
elected unopposed this
year. As per the election
programme announced
by the Elders
Committee, the process-
es of nomination, objec-
tion and withdrawal

have already been com-
pleted and the scrutiny
of nomination papers is
currently in progress.
Following these devel-
opments, enthusiasm
was evident among
advocates in the Bar
campus, as indications
point towards an unop-
posed election for all
major posts.

The entire election
process is being con-
ducted peacefully and
transparently under the
supervision of the
Election Officer and
Chairman of the Elders
Committee, Birendra
Awasthi.

By the last date of
nomination, the nomina-
tion paper of senior
advocate Mahendra
Singh Shakya for the
post of President was
found valid. As no other
candidate remained in
the fray during the with-

drawal period, he is
likely to be declared
President unopposed,
subject to the final
scrutiny. Similarly, Ved
Prakash Yadav is likely
to secure the post of
Secretary, Ratiram the
post of Vice President,
Arvind Dubey the post
of Junior Vice
President, Mahendra Pal
Kashyap the post of
Treasurer, Anand
Kumar Shakya the post
of Librarian and
Shailendra Singh
Chauhan the post of
City Secretary.

The final pic-
ture regarding the elec-
tion results, including
confirmation of the
unopposed President of
the Aliganj Bar
Association, will
become clear after the
completion of the
scrutiny process sched-
uled for tomorrow.

Prayagraj administration on alert
to combat cold wave, 6,369 blan-
kets dltrlbutedto needy

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. In view of the
severe cold and the pre-
vailing cold wave, the
district administration in
Prayagraj has made
extensive arrangements
for relief and rescue oper-
ations. With the coopera-
tion of elected representa-
tives and through the
night patrol teams of the
district administration,
6,369 blankets have been
distributed to helpless
and needy people so far.
To protect against the
cold wave, a total of 48
night shelters are being
operated in the district.
These include 40 shelters
under the Municipal
Corporation and 8 under
the Nagar Panchayats.
The total capacity of
these shelters is 1,210
people. Basic facilities
such as quilts, mattresses,
mats, drinking water, toi-
lets, and electricity have
been provided in all the
shelters, enabling a large
number of needy people
to safely spend the night
there every day. The
details of every person
staying in the night shel-
ters are being uploaded
daily online on the

Disaster Sentinel mobile
application provided by
the government. In addi-
tion, arrangements for
bonfires have been made
at a total of 1,037 loca-
tions in the district to
provide relief from the
cold. These include 715
locations in the
Municipal Corporation
area, 181 in the Nagar
Panchayats, and 141 in
the Tehsils. Bonfires are
being lit regularly at all
the identified locations,

and geotagged photos of
these are being uploaded
daily on the Disaster
Sentinel mobile applica-
tion. The district adminis-
tration has clarified that
to ensure that no needy
person faces any incon-
venience during the cold
wave, all concerned
departments have been
instructed to remain on
high alert and continu-
ously monitor the situa-
tion and take necessary
action.

The play 'Fareb-e-Hasti' to be
staged at Ravindralaya on
January 11
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The play 'Fareb-e-Hasti', presented by
Backstage organization in collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India, will be
staged on January 11 at Ravindralaya Auditorium,
Jagat Taran Golden Jubilee School. Two shows of
the play will be held, the first at 4 PM and the sec-
ond at 6:30 PM.Written by Sadiq, the play is
directed by Praveen Shekhar. The music is com-
posed by Amar Singh, while the lighting is han-
dled by Tony Singh.On stage, actors including
Satish Tiwari, Amar Singh, Dilip Srivastava,
Chahat Jaiswal, Upasana Tiwari, Kumar Sanu,
Durgesh Gupta, Ayush Kesarwani, Ashutosh
Manjulsharan, Shikhar Chandra, Ashish Yadav,
and Satyawan Kashyap will captivate the audi-
ence with their powerful performances. Alok
Singh will be in charge of stage management.

'Khet Ki Baat' conducted
with 20.15 lakh farmers

On the direction of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
farmers are being regularly trained for modern
farming, government schemes and innovation in
farming by setting up Kisan Pathshala. Under the
auspices of the agriculture department, training was
given to farmers this year as well. Kisan Pathshala
8.0 Rabi (2025-26) was held with the theme 'Kheti
Ki Baat Khet Par'. It trained 20.15 lakh farmers.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had inaugurated the
Kisan Pathshala from Padmashri Kisan Ramsaran
Verma village Daulatpur, Barabanki on December
12. 12.62 lakh male and 7.53 lakh female farmers
were given training on innovation Agriculture
Minister Surya Pratap Shahi informed that during
the Rabi season, Kisan Pathshalas were organized
in Krishi Vigyan Kendra, PACS Society, Gram
Panchayat Secretariat, Pragatisheel Kisans as well
as 21 thousand Gram Panchayats of the state.

A river of folk and classical art flowed at the Magh Mela,
with a cultural evening held at the Kala Sangam pavilion

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. On Thursday, the Kala
Sangam pavilion, organized by the
Culture Department of Uttar Pradesh in
Parade Sector-3 of the Magh Mela area,
witnessed captivating performances of
folk songs, folk dances, dance-dramas,
and classical music. Renowned artists

from various districts of the state mes-
merized the audience with their perform-
ances. The listeners immersed them-
selves in the confluence of folk and clas-
sical music, repeatedly applauding and
encouraging the artists. The program
began with a performance by Pandit
Vinod Dwivedi, an expert in Dhrupad
singing. He gave an impressive perform-
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ance of "Dhan Prayag Dhara Dham,
Param Pawan Puran Kaam" and "Sur
Taal Sangam Man Bhawan" in Raag
Bhimpalasi on Chautaal. Following this,
he won the hearts of the audience by pre-
senting a hymn in praise of King
Ramchandra in Raag Char Ukeshi.
Ramesh Pal, an artist from Banda district
of Bundelkhand, gave a spectacular per-

formance of the Diwari folk dance "Pai
Danda". In this dance performed with
sticks, a young artist from his team
thrilled the audience by balancing a
wheel on his body.Renowned Bhajan
singer Ravindra Pandey from Ayodhya
enthralled the audience with bhajans in
praise of Shri Ram, including "Sagar
Paar Se Siya Ka Samachar Laane

TN

Dham Hai..."
Ratte..."
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Wale...", "Ram Ki Nagri Shri Ayodhya
Mein...", "Duniya Mein Pawan Ayodhya
and "Rama Rama Ratte
.Classical singer Seema Verma
from Kanpur captivated classical music
lovers with her performances of "Dagar
Chalte Shyam Chhede...", "Bhajan Ram
Charan Dukhdai..."
Saare Rehna Hari Hari Bol..." based on

Chautarang in Raag Bhairavi.Kathak
dancer Emily Ghosh gave a soulful solo
performance of "Ardhanarishwar” in
Teen Taal, which was appreciated by the
audience with rapt attention. Renowned
folk singer Pratima Mishra from
Prayagraj, along with her team,
enlivened the atmosphere by performing
popular folk songs such as "Hum Magh
Mahina Mein Ganga Nahaiw," "Lehar

Lehar Lehrai Ho Ganga Tori
Lahariya...," "Likh Le Daroga Ji Hamari
Rapatiya...," and "Le Le Balam Bajariya

Se Chudi...," depicting the significance
of the month of Magh.The program was
successfully conducted by Shweta
Srivastava. Finally, the artists were hon-
ored with shawls and certificates by
Rang Bali Patel (Member, State
Executive Committee, BJP), Subhash
Chandra (Nodal Officer, Culture
Department), and Ghulam Sarwar.

and "Jag Asaar Mein

Major Action by Rishor Police: Three Accused
Arrested with Illegal Firearms and Knife

Etah

In a significant oper-
ation aimed at
strengthening law
and order and ensur-
ing effective control
over crime and crim-
inal elements in the
district, Rishor
Police have achieved
notable success. The
action was taken
under a special drive
being conducted on
the directions of the
Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Etah and
under the close

e o

supervision of the
Additional
Superintendent of
Police, Etah. During
a checking cam-
paign, the police
team of Rishor
Police Station arrest-
ed three accused
persons. Two illegal
country-made pis-
tols, four live car-
tridges of 315 bore
and one illegal knife
were recovered from
their possession. A
case has been regis-
tered against the
arrested accused at
Rishor Police

Station under Case

trative reshuffle by
the Assam govern-

a 1993 batch ACS
officer, assumed

charge as the new
District

ment, Pubali Gohain,

(Assam Civil Service)

Crime No. 03/26,
Sections 3/4/25 of
the Arms Act and
necessary legal pro-
ceedings are current-
ly underway. Police
officials stated that
the campaign against
illegal arms will
continue uninterrupt-
ed across the district
and strict action will
be taken against
those found possess-
ing unauthorized
weapons to maintain
public safety and
reinforce law and
order.

Commissioner (DC)
of Darrang district in
Assam at the district
headquarters on
Wednesday. She for-
mally received the
charge from the out-
going DC, Parag
Kumar Kakoti of the
1999 batch ACS, who
has been transferred
to the position of
District
Commissioner in
Golaghat district.
Prior to this, Pubali
Gohain served as
Secretary in the
Assam government
Home and Political
Department and also

e o

Pubali Gohain Assumes
Charge as New DC of

held the additional
responsibility of
Inspector General of
Prisons, Assam.
Having joined the
ACS cadre in 1993,

Gohain brings exten-
sive experience from
various key adminis-
trative positions. This

appointment is part of

the Assam govern-

Darrang District, Assam

In a recent adminis-

ment major adminis-
trative reorganization
in December 2025,
which involved trans-
fers of 14 TAS and
ACS officers. Sources

indicate that the
reshuffle, amid elec-
tion preparations,
aims to strengthen
district and ensure
impartiality.
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Leopard terrorizes Chibaiyan village in Jhansi; captured
by Forest Department after a 10-hour rescue operation

After the rescue operation, the Forest Department team tranquilized the leopard with a tranquilizer gun

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

around 4 am on Thursday when

Jhansi. Panic spread in
Chibaiyan village of the Jhansi
police station area on Thursday
when a leopard entered the pop-
ulated area and attacked two
people and a cattle. Two young
men were seriously injured in
the leopard attack. After a tense
and exciting rescue operation
that lasted for about 10 hours,
the Forest Department team
tranquilized the leopard with a

the leopard was seen coming
towards the village from the
riverbank. Seeing the leopard,
there was an uproar in the vil-
lage, and villagers came out
with sticks and clubs.

According to District Panchayat
member Suresh Yadav, the leop-

ard was hiding in the bushes
outside the village. When the
villagers threw stones to chase
it away, the leopard suddenly
attacked. During this, two

tranquilizer gun and safely cap-
tured it in a cage. The villagers

then breathed a sigh of
relief. The incident occurred

young men were seriously
injured and were immediately ‘
sent to the hospital for treat-

ment.After the attack, the leop-

ard entered the house of
Shekhar Singh, located behind

receiving the information, a
large crowd gathered in the vil-
lage. Considering the situation,
Jhansi Police Station in-charge
Mahesh Mishra reached the
spot with police force and cor-
doned off the entire area, taking
control of the security.

From the Forest Department,
DFO Arvind Yadav reached the
spot with a tranquilizer gun and
his entire team. To safely cap-
ture the leopard, Phulpur
Ranger Laxmikant Dubey

from the tranquilizer gun

through the window of the
house, which tranquilized the
leopard.

After that, the Forest
Department team safely cap-
tured it in a cage.According to
the officials, the leopard was
rescued completely safely. After
a medical examination, there
are plans to release it into either
the Ranipur forest area
(Chitrakoot) or the Chandra
Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kashi. While the incident ini-

the house of former village
head Rajkumar Singh. Upon

brought wildlife expert Dr.
Nasir from Kanpur, who
reached Chibaiyan around 4
pm. Dr. Nasir fired two shots

The sanctity of Prayagraj is incomplete without the worship of Maharishi Bharadwaj

Prayagraj

On the occasion of Bharadwaj
Jayanti and Prayagraj Day, the
District Magistrate of Prayagraj
said that Maharishi Bharadwaj is
the identity of Prayagraj. The gov-
ernment and administration are
committed to upholding the honor
of Prayagraj. The pilgrimage site
will be developed from a tourism
and other perspectives in every
possible way. He said that
Prayagraj has a glorious history,
and its development will be car-
ried out accordingly.Saints and
enlightened people also spoke
positively about declaring
Prayagraj a pilgrimage site and
imposing a public ban on meat
and alcohol within a 5-kos radius
of the Sangam.Mahant Yamuna
Puri, secretary of the Mahanirvani
Akhara, said that the sanctity of

Prayagraj is incomplete without
the worship of Maharishi
Bharadwaj.Mahant Shridharanand
Maharaj of Mankameshwar
Temple said that Maharishi
Bharadwaj is the first guru in
Prayagraj, and his worship is
essential. Mahant Shridharacharya
of Baikunth Dham said that
Mabharishi Bharadwaj was a great
guru who had 10,000 disciples.
His university was in this region,
and he was the first Vice-
Chancellor. The public sale of
meat and alcohol in this
Vaishnava region causes us saints
distress. The government should
consider the words of us
saints.Virendra Pathak, convenor
of the Prayagraj Vidwat Parishad,
spoke in detail about Maharishi
Bharadwaj. Despite the severe
cold, Maharishi Bharadwaj
Jayanti and Prayagraj Day were

celebrated with great pomp and
show under the auspices of the
Prayagraj Vidwat Parishad. A
large number of saints, sages, and
enlightened people gathered to
offer floral tributes to Maharishi
Bharadwayj, the first guru of
Prayagraj.On the fifth day of the
month of Magh, the birth anniver-
sary of Maharishi Bharadwaj, the

Admissions Begin for January
2026 Session at Rajarshi Tandon

Open Universi

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon Open
University, Prayagraj, com-
menced the admission process
for the January 2026 session on
Wednesday. Inaugurating the
admission process for the
January 2026 session, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Satyakam
said that the university has
made the admission process
very simple and accessible this
time. Students will not face any
difficulty in applying.
According to UGC guidelines,
the admission process will be
completed only after students
create their APAAR ID, ABC
ID, and UGC Debit ID. The
university's expert technical
team has greatly simplified this
process so that students do not
face any problems while filling
out the forms. Professor
Satyakam said that the univer-
sity is committed to conducting
all admissions in the January
2026 session in accordance
with the National Education
Policy 2020. In this era of digi-
tal revolution, the open univer-
sity has ensured an online
admission system keeping in
mind the convenience of the
learners.

The open university is striving
to make higher education
accessible to every individual
aspiring for quality education.
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The university has started
admissions in a total of 64 pro-
grams in the January 2026 ses-
sion, including 24 postgraduate
programs, 06 undergraduate
programs, 04 awareness pro-
grams, 07 diploma programs,
and 23 certificate programs. An
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
based skill course is being
introduced in the second year
of all undergraduate programs.
In the first year of the January
2026 session, a Diploma in
Museology, MA Home
Science, and BCA programs
are also being launched. Vice-
Chancellor Professor
Satyakam, while addressing the
coordinators of all 12 regional
centers — Prayagraj, Lucknow,
Bareilly, Agra, Ballia,
Ayodhya, Jhansi, Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Kanpur, Varanasi,
and Gorakhpur — who were
connected online during the
admission inauguration ses-
sion, instructed them to pro-
vide all possible assistance to
the students visiting the centers

so that they do not face any
difficulties during the admis-
sion process. He also advised
the coordinators to use various
social media platforms to dis-
seminate information about
admissions to as many people
as possible. Professor
Satyakam expressed hope that
with the cooperation of all
regional center coordinators,
they would definitely achieve
the target of one lakh students
this time, and no student would
be deprived of admission.
Earlier, the admissions in-
charge, Professor Jai Prakash
Yadav, gave a detailed presen-
tation on the online admission
process. Professor Ashutosh
Gupta, Director of the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell, wel-
comed the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Satyakam, and
Registrar Colonel Vinay Kumar
offered the vote of thanks.
Directors and in-charges of
various academic departments
were also present on the occa-
sion.

first known great guru of
Prayagraj, who invented the flying
machine, was celebrated. He was
the initiator of the Magh Mela and
the father of Ayurveda. Floral trib-
utes were offered early in the
morning, and his contributions
were remembered. Prayagraj Day
is celebrated on the same day as
the birth anniversary of Maharishi

Bharadwaj. The District
Magistrate, along with other
enlightened people, offered floral
tributes on behalf of the district
administration. The police band
and folk artists added to the fes-

Aarti (ritualistic worship) and
flower showers were offered to
Bharadwaj Ji at various places.
The procession carry-
ing the idol of Maharishi
Bharadwaj reached the Sangam
(confluence of rivers), where
Ganga Puja (worship of the
Ganges) was performed.
Maharishi Bharadwaj is also con-
sidered the founder of the Magh
Mela and Kumbh Mela.The pro-
gram was conducted by Dr.
Prabhakar Tripathi.Mahant
Shridharanand, Mahant
Yamunapuri, Secretary of
Mahanirvani Akhara, Jagadguru

tive atmosphere of the procession.

Shridharacharya Vaikunth Dham,
Nityanathacharya Ji, Chandra Dev
Ji Sachcha Ashram, Radhamadhav
Das, Jagadguru Narayana
Shandilya Guru, Convener
Virendra Pathak, Prof. Devdutt
Sarode, Prof. R.S. Pandey,
Abhishek Mishra, Ashutosh
Shukla, Brajendra Mishra,
Shashikant Mishra, Vikram
Malviya, Dheeraj Dwivedi,
Shailendra Awasthi, Dr. Pramod
Shukla, Rahul Dubey, Dr. Shravan
Kumar Mishra, Sandeep Sharma,
Anil Mishra, Sudhir Dwivedi,
Jagat Narayan Tiwari, Yogmata,
Sunita Mishra,Deepu Shukla,
Ashok Tiwari, Rajesh Jaiswal,
Annu Ghildiyal, Corporator
Ratnesh Mishra, Kuldeep Singh,
Raghunath Dwivedi, Dr. Ranjan
Bajpai, Neeraj Dixit, Shardul
Srivastava, and others participated
in offering floral tributes.

tially caused panic in the vil-
lage, the villagers felt relieved
after the leopard was captured.

Mau will be
made mafia
free like
Maharajganj:
AK Sharma

A grand and unprecedented
welcome ceremony was
organized under the pres-
ence and active leadership
of Urban Development and
Energy Minister A.K
Sharma on the first arrival
of Uttar Pradesh Bharatiya
Janata Party state president
Pankaj Choudhary in Mau.
On this occasion, a huge
crowd of BJP workers and
common citizens gathered
in Mau district to give a
historic welcome to the

state president.

Magh Mela Preparations Reviewed
Before Makar Sankranti; Senior

>

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Prayagraj. With
the aim of reviewing the
arrangements for the Magh
Mela before the Makar
Sankranti festival and estab-
lishing dialogue with the
saint community, all senior
administrative and police
officers visited the Mela
area on Wednesday. During
this visit, a thorough review
of security, sanitation, traf-
fic, health, and other basic
facilities was
conducted.Present on the
occasion were Divisional
Commissioner Mrs. Soumya
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Agarwal, Police
Commissioner Joginder
Singh, District Magistrate
Manish Verma, Additional
Police Commissioner Dr.
Ajay Pal, Mela Officer Rishi
Raj, Mela Superintendent of
Police Neeraj Pandey,
Additional Mela Officer
Dayanand Prasad, and
Deputy Mela Officer Vivek
Shukla.The officers visited
the senior saints residing in
the Mela area, inquired
about their well-being, and
received their blessings. In
this regard, they met with
Swami Rameshwaracharya
Ji Maharaj, Swami Vimaldev

Ji Maharaj, Shri
Brahmashram Ji Maharaj,
Swami Achyut
Prapannacharya Ji Maharaj,
Shri Kaushlendra
Prapannacharya Ji Maharaj,
and Pandit Krishnanand Ji
Maharaj and sought their
guidance.

During the interaction with
the saints, the officers clari-
fied that all concerned
departments have been
instructed to remain vigilant
and work in a coordinated
manner to ensure that saints
and devotees do not face any
inconvenience during the
Mela period. Special empha-

with Saints
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sis was placed on further
improving sanitation, drink-
ing water, electricity, securi-
ty, and transportation
arrangements. Thereafter,
the officers reached
Prayagwal and met with the
office bearers present there
and discussed the Mela
arrangements. During this
time, many elderly and dis-
tinguished pilgrims were
also honored. The adminis-
trative officers assured that
the administration is fully
prepared to conduct the
Makar Sankranti bathing
festival safely and in an
orderly manner.
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Editorial

Putin’s worry
isn’t the military

Recently sworn in for a fifth term, Russian
President Vladimir Putin did a surprise reshuf-
fle of his defence establishment, demoting
two of his closest aides—former defence min-
ister Sergei Shoigu and ex-secretary of
Security Council of Russia Nikolai Patrushev.
This re-shuffle comes at a time when ‘mobili-
sation” was expected to be Putin’s first move
after re-election. The President has chosen
deputy prime minister and long-time econom-
ic advisor Andrei Belousov to replace Shoigu,
who in turn has replaced Patrushev. The lat-
ter’s new appointment remains unknown. The
move is being seen as an effort to reduce the
unsustainable and soaring costs of the war in
Ukraine. It also challenges the narrative that
the Russian economy is unaffected by the
sanctions in the long-standing war. For 2024
alone, Putin has allocated $117 billion for the
special military operation against Ukraine. His
war economy runs feverishly in an overheated
mode. Most international estimates state that
7.5 per cent of Russia’s GDP is directed to the
military-industrial complex although Kremlin’s
official estimates claim it is 6.7 percent. It is a
rare submission of a rising-cost problem from
Putin, who had preferred to continue with his
hunting-holidaying excursions pal Shoigu
despite repeated allegations of systemic cor-
ruption and inefficiency against him for years.
These allegations became the order of the day
when mercenary group Wagner, led by
Yevgeny Prigozhin, was brought to deliver vic-
tory in the infamous battle for Bakhmut in
2023. Putin’s slighting of Prigozhin’s outright
allegations against Shoigu and Chief of
General Staff Valery Gerasimov led to the
incredible Wagner mutiny against the two
generals, which ended up with Prigozhin’s
death in uncanny circumstances. It, however,
unleashed an investigation into rampant cor-
ruption inside Russia’s military leadership, of
which Prigozhin had become the most notori-
ous victim. Russia-watchers had an inkling of
Shoigu’s exit after Prigozhin and his aides
were made to bid adieu into the flannel skies,
and many corrupt links started to get exposed
in the Ministry of Defence. The inkling became
stronger as Shoigu’s deputies, including Timur
Ivanov, got arrested on corruption charges last
month. Soon, two other deputy defence min-
isters allegedly backdated their resignations
before 9 May, or the Soviet Victory Day. The
Russian army was supposed to make an
impressive win in Chasiv Yar on the eastern
front but had to make do with American tanks
captured at a small village called Berdychi
when Ukranians retreated, running out of
ammunition to fire. All has certainly not been
going as planned. The latest reshuffling in key
defence and security offices has been Putin’s
biggest shake-up in the past 15 years. There
are two reasons for this. One is ensuring eco-
nomic efficiency at a time when the stakes are
very high for Russia and Putin. And two,
Shoigu’s leadership has not been able to yield
the anticipated results in the Ukraine war. His
current appointment is a step-down with little
direct authority. Getting an economist like
Belousov in the key position of a defence min-
ister also shows that Putin is preparing for the
longer haul. It is a solemn reiteration that the
Ukraine war has indeed been reduced to a
grinding war of attrition, with both sides lack-
ing the capabilities to end it anytime
soon. Europe’s combined strate-
gies to support Kyiv militarily
won’t come to fruition until
mid-2025. American aid and
the conditionalities attached
are likely to help Ukraine stay
afloat, but not gain a decisive edge.

Why India should not put all its ‘eggs’ in
military junta’s basket alone

Three years after the military
coup in Myanmar, there
seems to be no signs of the
conflict abating between the
junta and the various Ethnic
Armed Organisations (EAOs)
across the country. Especially
after the successful launch of
Operation 1027 against the
military junta by the Three
Brotherhood alliance mem-
bers comprising the
Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) from the Kokang
region of the Shan state, the
Ta’ang National Liberation
Army also from the Shan
state, and the Arakan Army
(AA) based in the Rakhine
state. After the success of
Operation 1027, the rebel-
lion quickly spread across
Myanmar and by November
7, 2023, with the launch of
Operation 1107 in support of
Operation 1027, many other
insurgent groups across the
country joined hands. This
was perhaps one of the rare
occasions in the troubled his-
tory of Myanmar where
EAOs from a variety of ethnic
groups had come together in
a meticulously coordinated
attack against the junta.
Subsequently, many
Myanmar observers debated
the pushback by the rebel
groups as a victory for
democracy, with some
reports stating only 30-40
per cent of Myanmar was
under the control of the
junta. However, whether
that means it is a victory in

Why Delhi-Tehran deal on Chabahar Port is
good news for India’s Shia Muslims

the real sense for the dis-

parate groups that are fight-
ing the junta is arguable. The
junta has been relentless in
its own offensive against
EAOs. Not only does the
junta have larger access to
weapons but also has
decades of experience in
dealing with EAOs. It was evi-
dent in the recapture of
Myawaddy, a border town
and entry point for Thailand.
A town destined to be a full
international crossing as part
of the Asian Highway Route
Network AH1, that will
extend to Tokyo, Japan. It
also is a route for border
trade of over S1 billion.
There were various reports
that claimed that the strate-
gic town of Myawaddy was
actually never captured by
the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA).
Though KNLA didn’t claim it
in explicit terms, through
videos and strategic percep-
tion building, it gave the
impression that it had cap-

Furthermore, beyond

tured the whole town. On
the contrary, the truth might
be that the town is actually
under the control of the
Border Guard Force (BGF), a
Karen-dominated pro-junta
militia group. And if not
entirely pro-junta anymore,
it is still playing a neutral role
as the junta pays the salaries
of its soldiers. Earlier this
week the BGF warned, say-
ing: “All foreigners who are
doing online business around
the Kayin state, Myawaddy
township, must leave
between May 1 (1-5-2024)
and October 31 (31-10-
2024). Foreigners who ille-
gally cross the border must
leave the country by the way
they came. If found after
October 31 (31-10-2024),
effective action will be
taken.” This warning was
aimed at online scammers
and gambling operations
that have found place in
Shwe Kokko Myaing, the
“new city” that is a short dis-
tance from Myawaddy fund-

ed by Chinese money and
BGF partnership. The notice
was posted in Burmese,
Chinese and English. The
statement in itself is reminis-
cent of the fate of the “four
families” of Laukkaing in the
Shan state who were
involved in cyber-crime,
cyber slavery and gambling
operations that adversely
impacted China. With the
launch of Operation 1027,
Tatmadaw looked towards
the Chinese for support and
in return withdrew support
from the “four families”.
Operation 1027 was
launched by the Three
Brotherhood alliance that
included the China-backed
MNDAA. Today, trade
between Myanmar through
the northern Shan state has
resumed. Similarly, in the
case of Myawaddy it might
be pertinent to note that the
warning by the BGF has
come less than a week after
the visit of Lt Gen Yar Pyae,
Union Minister for Home
Affairs, to China. Lt Gen Yar
Pyae met with Minister of
Public  Security = Wang
Xiahong and Xu Datong, Vice
Minister of Public Security,
China. They signed agree-
ments on assistance worth
RMB 5 million to the
Myanmar police force. The
Chinese side also made it
clear that they view the
China-Myanmar relationship
from a strategic perspective.

Simultaneously, more than

looking

forward

500 Chinese nationals have
arrived in Kyaukphyu
Township in the troubled
Rakhine state. Kyaukphyu,
which has Chinese invest-
ments in various projects,
particularly Myanmar’s long-
delayed deep-water port
project, supported by the
CITIC Group, China’s largest
state owned transnational
conglomerate. Kyaukphyu
also has the China twin oil
and gas pipeline that extends
to the Yunnan province in
China. Importantly, the
EAOs, especially AA that is
active in Rakhine, have given
a guarantee of protection to
these projects. The invest-
ments that go into billions of
dollars will also give the
junta a much-needed rein-
forcement.India too has
ambitions in Myanmar as a
part of its Act East policy.
India, Myanmar, and
Thailand are building the
Asian Trilateral Highway,
which will connect India to
ASEAN. The road is expected
to boost trade and com-
merce in the ASEAN-India
Free Trade Area, as well as
with the rest of Southeast
Asia. India is also building
the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport, a road-
river-port cargo transport
project, to link Kolkata to
Sittwe in Myanmar and from
Myanmar’s Kaladan river to
India’s Northeast, a project
of strategic importance giv-
ing India an alternative route
to the Siliguri;

Why BJP-led NDA Seems to Have
Advantage in Elections

The 2024 Lok Sabha

to power for the second

After extensive negoti- Narendra Modi gov-
ations, India and Iran ernment’s decisive
have finally sealed a action, including the
historic 10-year bilater- special permission
al agreement for the reportedly obtained
operation of the strate- from the Election

gically located
Chabahar Port on the
Gulf country’s eastern
coast. While India ini-
tially engaged in short-
term agreements with
Iran starting in 2016,
the newly inked deal
marks a significant
milestone. With its
presence in Chabahar,
India aims to circum-
vent reliance on
Pakistan’s ports in
Karachi and Gwadar,
facilitating smoother
access to landlocked
Afghanistan and other
Central Asian nations
via Iran.

This deal has a lot of
economic significance
for India. Despite the
nation’s preoccupation
with the ongoing Lok
Sabha election, the

Commission of India
(ECI) to dispatch a cen-
tral minister to lIran,
underscores the para-
mount importance of

this deal for the
nation’s strategic inter-
ests and economic

future. In geopolitical
dynamics, this deal is a
major achievement for
India and a testament
to Modi’s personal
diplomacy. It marks our
first step into manag-
ing overseas ports and
serves as a strategic
move against the
emerging
China—Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Its timing, amid
the chaos in West Asia
disrupting important
trade routes, makes it
even more significant.

these tangible bene-
fits, India’s diplomatic
success shines through
the forging of success-
ful ties with conflicted
powers. Its diplomatic
success is evident in its
ability to foster friend-
ly relations with Israel
while extending sup-
port to Palestine.
Simultaneously, New
Delhi adeptly navigates
deepening ties with
the United States and
successfully negotiates
with Iran, showecasing
its diplomatic prowess.
Meanwhile, our long-
standing partnerships
with countries such as
Saudi Arabia, Russia,
and Japan continue to
flourish. India’s leader-
ship roles in the G20
forum and the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (sco
highlight that its diplo-
macy is actually work-
ing.

With Taiwanese President set to assume office

should not cross in its relations

Given that there is no let-up in
either Taiwan’s defence pre-
paredness posture or the US
backing of the island, China is
likely to dig into its coercive
toolkit to respond to Lai’s
swearing in. Image: REUTERS

With newly elected Taiwanese
President Lai Ching-te set to
assume office on May 20, there
is intense speculation sur-
rounding China’s potential
response to the event. In antic-
ipation of an aggressive
response, Tsai Ming-yen,
Director-General of Taiwan’s
National Security Bureau,
announced on May 1 that
island authorities will be imple-
menting measures to strength-
en national critical infrastruc-
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ture. Aiding the island’s overall
defence posture, on April 24,
United States President Joe
Biden has also signed a bill to
mobilise S8 billion in defence
aid to the Indo-Pacific in gener-
al and Taiwan in particular.
With neither the US nor China
backing down on their respec-
tive positions on the Taiwan
issue, these developments add
fire to the already deteriorating
cross-Strait dynamics.

US’ proactive role worries
China

During the recently concluded
meeting between US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing, Xi conveyed that the
very first “red line” the US

with China is the Taiwan issue.
However, the US’ decision to
continue to provide political
and military support to Taiwan
is motivated by two key factors:
shared values and national
security interests. While from a
values-based perspective, the
US sees its role in the Taiwan
Strait as a defender of democ-
racy and a provider of net secu-
rity, from a national security
interests perspective, it sees
immense value in deterring
China, preventing undue esca-
lation, and securing supply
chains in critical sectors such as
semiconductor chips, wherein
Taiwan plays a vital role. Hence,
in the run up to Lai’s assump-

tion of the presidential office,
the US has embarked on a mis-
sion to demonstrate commit-
ment to Taiwan. In addition to
quickly signingthe above-men-
tioned Indo-Pacific Security
Supplemental Bill into law, over
the past week, the Biden
administration has also
engaged with counter During
this latest round of negotia-
tions, concluded on May 3, the
two sides reportedly discussed
agriculture, environment, and
labour issues with the hope of
progressing the initiative to its
second stage. After the first
stage plan was signed by
Washington and Taipei in May
last year and brought into force
through.
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elections have entered
midway with the com-
pletion of four phases
and only three phases
remaining. During this
election, the centre of
discussion has been
the low voter turnout
— although in the
fourth phase, this trend
reversed with a margin-
al increase in turnout
percentage compared
to 2019. Amid this, the
Opposition leaders
have started claiming
that the BJP’s numbers
are falling. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
said the BJP would win
180 seats, but days
later he revised the fig-
ures to 150. Compared
to Rahul, who seems to
be very strict regarding
the BJP’s figures, TMC
supremo and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee gave
more seats to the BJP
— 195, at  Dbest.
However, AAP supremo
and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal seems to be
more liberal than
Gandhi and Banerjee
when it comes to
assigning numbers to
the BJP. He projected
that the saffron party
may get 220 seats.
When the Opposition
leaders are trying their
best to propagate that
the BJP is even strug-
gling to cross the 200
mark, this month, in an
election rally in
Krishnanagar, West
Bengal, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi claimed
that people have decid-
ed that the BJP-led NDA
is poised to secure not
only 370 seats but is

crossing the 400 mark.
Such claims are routine
for politicians during
the election season to
energise their ground-
level workers and
attract floating voters.
But what caught the
attention are the
claims made by some
journalists and political
analysts, who are say-
ing that the BIJP is
unlikely to get a major-
ity on its own — and
even the NDA may
struggle to get the
majority on its own.
Psephologist turned
political leader and
activist Yogendra Yadav
has given a loose figure
of around 233 seats
based on his “ground
assessment” to the BJP
and around 268 seats
to the NDA. Before
analysing the current
election, first let’s
revisit the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, which
is being cited nowadays
often by many journal-
ists and political com-
mentators.

According to this sec-
tion, this year’s elec-
tion has no dominant
narrative unlike the
2019 election, which,
according to them, was
won by the BJP-led
NDA with a big man-
date because of the
nationalist wave gener-
ated by the Pulwama
terror attack followed
by the Balakot airstrike.
Interestingly, a section
during the election
campaign then had
claimed 2019 as “a
waveless election”.
Nevertheless, post the
results, they concluded
that Modi came to

time only because of
the opportunity provid-
ed by the Pulwama ter-
ror attack. This argu-
ment is faulty, that’s
why a revisit to the
2019 elections is neces-
sary. According to the
Lokniti-CSDS post-poll
study, the Pulwama
terror attack and
Balakot air strike were
important issues for
only 0.4 per cent of
voters while voting.
The survey pointed out
that development was
an important issue for
14.3 per cent of voters.
This was followed by
unemployment, which
was important for 11.3
per cent of voters.
Other issues included
economic growth, cor-
ruption, price rise,
water-related problems
etc. These figures have
been in the public
domain for the last five
years, still, it is amazing
that in this country, we
have some eminent
journalists and political
commentators misin-
terpreting the 2019
election as mostly
decided on the basis of
Pulwama and Balakot.
Coming to the 2024
elections, Lokniti-CSDS
released a pre-poll sur-
vey in April where the
data pointed out that
the satisfaction level
towards the Modi gov-
ernment has seen a dip
of around 8.1 per cent
— asign of serious con-
cern for the BIP.
Increasing unemploy-
ment (12.2 per cent),
price rise (7.6 per cent)
and falling income (4.1
per cent) are some of
the crucial issues.
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Alinagar police arrested a
smuggler with 80 kg of ganja

The estimated
value of the
recovered ille-
gal ganja was
estimated to be

around Rs 7

lakh.
Chandauli

Alinagar police, dur-
ing vehicle checking
on Alampur Canal,
recovered 37 bundles
of ganja from a truck
and arrested an
accused.According to
the information
received, the Alinagar
police team was
checking suspicious
vehicles near

<
|

R

Alampur Canal when
the police team got
information from the
informer that a person
was coming from
Varanasi with illegal
ganja in a truck vehi-
cle. On receiving the
above information,
the local police team
was checking the
vehicles coming from
Varanasi side by
reaching Panchfedwa
Ring Road bridge and
after some time, a
truck UP 65ET 0688
was seen coming
from Varanasi side.
The said
truck was stopped by
the police team and
the driver was arrest-
ed. When the truck
was checked, a total

of 37 bundles of ille-
gal ganja weighing
79.500 kg were
recovered in the rack
between the truck
trunk and the driver
cabin. The arrested
accused was identi-
fied as Deepchandra,
son of Ramchandra,
aged 50 years, resi-
dent of Bahewa
police station,
Bidhuna district,
Auraiya. During inter-
rogation by the police
team, the accused told
that he was taking
this ganja from Orissa
to Bihar via Ghazipur
at the behest of his
vehicle owner. The
police is engaged in
taking necessary legal
action.

Apna Dal S roars, party will field
its candidates on every seat in the
three-tier Panchayat elections

Bhadohi

The monthly meeting of
Apna Dal S district unit
was held on Wednesday
under the chairmanship
of District President
Harilal Pal at the district
office of a business
establishment in the city.
Hundreds of officials
from the district partici-
pated in the meeting.
Addressing the meeting,
District President Harilal
Pal said that with the
permission of sister
Anupriya Patel, the party
has announced to contest
the Tristari Panchayat
elections on every seat.
District President Harilal
Pal said that the party
will give opportunity to
its officials and workers
to contest elections on
all the seats. It is said
that candidates have
already been selected on
many seats and the selec-
tion process is still going
on at some places. Senior
party official Digambar
Patel said that we will
not tolerate atrocities on
any party worker or offi-
cial. He also reprimand-
ed Aurai SHO on the

incident that took place
in Khetalpur. Party
National Secretary
Intellectual Forum
Jaiprakash Patel extend-
ed Happy New Year
wishes to all the office-
bearers. Party state sec-
retary Gulab Saroj and
former secretary Nand
Jaiswal expressed grati-
tude to all the workers
who had come. The three
assembly presidents of
the party, assembly
Bhadohi Kapil Dev Bind,
assembly Gyanpur Ardas
Srivastava, assembly
Aurai Udal Patel took
the oath to walk shoulder
to shoulder with the dis-
trict president.

Banwari
Shravankar gave the
mantra of strengthening

With education, cultured and disciplined

Bhadohi

Sky High English School, locat-

ed at Chauri Road in the city, is
a pioneer in creating an educa-
tional environment where quali-
ty education and strong disci-
pline go together, ensuring all-
round development of the stu-
dents. Arvind Gupta, Director
and Founder of the school,
believes that education is not

limited to bookish knowledge
only, but it prepares students for
success in every walk of life,
and for this, discipline is an
essential pillar. The school prin-
cipal said that our aim is to edu-
cate the students as well as make
them disciplined and responsible
citizens. Instead of 'catch up'
strategies, we focus on setting
students up for success, so they

rules.

can make the right decisions for
themselves. He stressed that dis-
cipline does not mean strictness,
but creating a positive and safe
environment by following the

The school has clear rules and
expectations for all students that
everyone must follow, such as
raising their hands and paying
attention in class. The school

The life of Maryada Purushottam Shri
Ram is a unique example of sacrifice,

Ghazipur

Swami Bhawani Nandan
Yati Maharaj, the senior
Mahamandaleshwar of the
country universally recog-
nized Juna Akhara and the
head of the Siddhpeeth
Hathiyaram Math, is cur-
rently on his traditional
Ram-Hit Yatra. During this
journey, Sant Shiromani
Maharaj has spent the night
in various areas, preaching
to the devotees to follow
the Sanatan tradition and
the path of good deeds. On
Tuesday, he stopped in
Bijhari village in the Sadat
region and urged people to
embrace righteousness and
follow Vedic traditions.On
Wednesday, at a one-day
Ram-Hit program organ-
ized in the village of
Hurmuzpur,
Mahamandaleshwar Swami
Bhawani Nandan Yati
Maharaj of Siddhpeeth
Hathiyaram delivered a
message of service, harmo-
ny and religious adherence.
He emphasized humanity
as paramount and praised
programs that unite society.
Earlier, upon arriving in
Hurmuzpur from Bijhari
for the one-day Ramhit
program, the villagers gave
Maharaj a grand welcome,
garlanding him with band

music and cheers.In his
blessings,
Mahamandaleshwar
Bhavani Nandan Yati
Maharaj, addressing the
large gathering of devotees,
said that devotion to Ram,
Sanatan culture and social
harmony are the fundamen-
tal pillars that guide life.
Highlighting the ideals of
Lord Shri Ram, he said that
the life of Maryada
Purushottam Shri Ram is a
unique example of sacri-
fice, service, truth and
righteousness.Discussing
the purpose of the Ramhit
explained that its primary
objective is to strengthen
religious values, culture
and moral values ??in soci-
ety, so that future genera-
tions can receive proper
guidance. This further
strengthens the guru-disci-
ple tradition.During the
program, spiritual aware-
ness was spread in the vil-

service, truth and righteousness

lages through satsang, bha-
jan-kirtan and religious dis-
cussions. Swami
Abhayanand Yati,
Shivanand Singh alias
Jhunna Singh, Vipin Kumar
Pandey, Santosh Kumar
Singh and Udaybhan
Singh, along with a large
number of devotees and
villagers, were present on
this occasion.During this,
Shambhavi Singh, daughter
of Sanjeev Singh son of
village resident
Satyanarayan Singh, pre-
sented him with a self-
made portrait of the
Mahamandaleshwar.
Eleven couples from the
village received Guru
Diksha, including
Padmakant Pandey, Sanjeev
Singh, Ram Avadh Singh,
Ram Dhani Yadav, Alok
Singh, Teras Singh, Rinku
Pandey, Vikramaditya
Sharma and Ramesh
Pandey.

students emerge 1n Sky ngh English School

to said discipline, students are
able to concentrate better on

said strong relationships are
built between teachers and stu-
dents and good behavior is
encouraged, allowing students to
express themselves without fear.
At the same time, to make disci-
pline effective, parents are also
involved, so that coordination is
maintained between home and
school and there is consistency
in the behavior of children. Due

their studies, which helps them
get good marks and increases
self-confidence, which helps
them achieve their goals. Many
parents appreciated this
approach of Sky High English
School. One parent said, “I am
happy that my children are not
only studying, but they are get-
ting an environment where they
remain disciplined and focused.
It is preparing them for the
future.

Sky High English School is set-
ting an example for other institu-
tions through this successful
model of education and disci-
pline, and proving that even a
small step in the right direction
can make a big difference in the
lives of students.

the party. Many officials

who came to the party
were honored by the
District President and
National Secretary by
giving them flower
bunches and garlands
and body clothes. Motilal
Maurya, Rajendra Bind,
Ravindra Vishwakarma,
Ashutosh Pathak,
Captain Pasi, Dr. Bansraj
Patel, Rajdev Patel,
Basant Lal Patel,
Shahnawaz Ansari,
Ramcharitra Saroj, Vinay
Tripathi, Nasruddin,
Salam Ansari, Santosh
Prajapati, Dharamraj
Pasi, Omkar Nath Pal,
Ravi Shankar Pal, Sushil
Sharma, Vinay Maurya,
Satyam Mishra etc. were
present in the meeting
People were Present.

The police have stepped
up efforts to provide
assistance, protection and
support to women

Ghazipur

As per the instructions of the Uttar Pradesh government,
under the "Mission Shakti Abhiyan" being run for women
empowerment, the police force conducted foot patrols in
the main markets, sensitive places and crowded places
located in various police station areas of the district to cre-
ate awareness among all. The anti-Romeo team of the
police administration visited and checked sensitive areas in
all the police station areas and took action against the mis-
creants. With the aim of creating awareness among women
and girls and instilling in them a sense of security, respect,
self-reliance, empowerment and confidence, the Mission
Shakti teams of the police stations created awareness
among women and girls in the towns, markets, schools/col-
leges, public places and around religious places of the area.
Helpline numbers related to the respect and safety of
women and girls are 1090 Women Power Line, 1098 Child
Helpline, 181 Women Helpline, 101 Fire Service, 112
Police Emergency Service, 102/108 Ambulance Service,
1076 Chief Minister Helpline, Public Hearing Portal, cyber
security related, Information was provided regarding the
1930 cyber helpline and OTP, media links, SMS links,
website links, and privacy. Detailed information was also
provided about the new laws, BNS and BNSS.
Furthermore, awareness was created by providing detailed
information about various women-centric government
schemes (Destitute Women Pension Scheme, Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao, Ayushman Yojana, Mahila Shakti Kendra
Yojana, etc.)

Burglary at Army Jawan
Residence in Bidhuna

Bidhuna

A burglary was reported
at the residence of an
Indian Army jawan in
Ambedkar Nagar locality
of Bidhuna town on
Monday night. Unknown
miscreants broke open the
lock of the house and
decamped with cash and
jewellery. Before carrying
out the theft, the burglars
reportedly bolted the
doors of some neighbour-
ing houses from outside,
preventing residents from
noticing the incident. The
house belongs to Army
personnel Surendra
Tomar, who is currently
posted in Gurugram. His
son, Devendra Tomar, had
returned home on Sunday

Chandauli Press Club organ-
ized a felicitation ceremony
for newspaper vendors

Chandauli

Press Club organized a
grand felicitation ceremony
for newspaper vendors on
Wednesday at the
Municipality Council
Auditorium in PDDU
Nagar. On this occasion,
more than 65 newspaper
vendors of the district were
honored by giving them
body clothes and flower
garlands. There was a lot of
enthusiasm among the letter
sellers regarding the pro-
gram. State General
Secretary of Newspaper
Distributors Association
Bhagwat Narayan
Chaurasia was present as
the chief guest in the felici-
tation ceremony and
District President of
Newspaper Distributors
Association Vijay Kumar
Jaiswal was present as the
special guest.Chief guest
Bhagwat Narayan
Chaurasia said that this is
the first time that newspa-
per distributors have been
honored on such a large
scale by any press organi-
zation. Chandauli Press
Club has created a new
record by giving historical
honor to newspaper sellers.
Expressing his gratitude to
Chandauli Press Club for
this, he said that letter dis-
tributors work in difficult

after meeting his father.
On Monday, Devendra
left for his relatives’ house
in village Nagla Kasan

anklets. The burglars also
took away two suitcases
from the house, which
were later found emptied

under Airwakatra area,
leaving the house locked.
Meanwhile, tenants resid-
ing on the second floor
had also gone to their
native village on
December 31 due to
school holidays, leaving
the entire building unoc-
cupied. On Tuesday
morning, local residents
informed Devendra about
the burglary. He stated
that the thieves broke the
room lock and stole
around 6,000 in cash kept
in a trunk, along with two
gold rings, a gold chain,
two pairs of ear orna-
ments and two silver

and abandoned about 200
metres away in a field
belonging to a local
farmer, Trivedi. The inci-
dent was reported to the
local Kotwali police.
Bidhuna Kotwali in-
charge Mukesh Babu
Chauhan confirmed that
information about the
incident has been received
and that an FIR will be
registered after receiving
a written complaint from
the victim.

Police have also begun
examining CCTV footage
installed in and around the
locality to identify the
culprits.

conditions, but there is no
one to think for them.
Today, the letter distributors
are feeling honored and
proud with the assurance of
trust and cooperation given
by the Press Club.
Addressing the program,
Chandauli Press Club
President Amarendra
Pandey said that the role of
newspaper sellers is most
important in making news-
papers available to the
masses. Even in severe
cold, heavy rain and
scorching heat, letter sellers
duty. He said that any news
or article published in a
newspaper is not effective
unless it reaches the readers
and this important work is
done by newspaper distrib-
utors. Chandauli Press Club
will always stand with him
in his happiness and sor-
row. If any newspaper dis-
tributor faces any problem
or difficulty, the Press Club
will be ready to assist him

24 hours. Special guest
Vijay Kumar Jaiswal said
that this event is historic in
Chandauli district. For the
first time, letter distributors
have been honored in this
way by any press organiza-
tion, which is a commend-
able initiative.Chandauli
Press Club President
Amarendra Pandey wel-
comed all the newspaper
distributors in the program.
The program was conduct-
ed by senior member
Pawan Tiwari, while the
vote of thanks was given by
General Secretary Brijesh
Kumar. On this occasion,
Chandauli Press Club mem-
bers Kamlesh Tiwari,
Asharam Yadav, Pawan
Tiwari, Sandeep Kumar
Nigam, Krishnakant Gupta,
Krishna Mohan Gupta,
Rajeev Jaiswal, Sardar
Mahendra Singh, Surya
Prakash and a large number
of paper sellers were
Present.

25,000 Reward Announced on
Absconding Accused Shyam
Narayan Chaubey

Etawah/Auraiya
Y ey AfEw

Police have
announced a « '"g » &S B
reward of 725,000 v - £is o
for information Lot ‘“"' 3“ "f
leading to the arrest I

2 - o i iRl efrEs AL o & e Pemam by

of Shyam Narayan
Chaubey alias
Shyamlal, a prime accused in a heinous 1981 case
involving kidnapping, unnatural sexual assault, and
murder. Despite the gravity of the crime and the pas-
sage of several decades, the accused continues to
evade arrest. The case presently falls under the
Dibiyapur police station area of Auraiya district,
though at the time of the incident the area was part of
Etawah district. Taking cognizance of the seriousness
of the offence, the Supreme Court had also issued
warrants against the accused. However, he has
remained absconding for years, avoiding the clutches
of law. According to police records, Shyam Narayan
Chaubey was arrested soon after the incident but was
later released on bail. After his release, he reported
regularly at the police station for some time, but sub-
sequently went missing and has since been on the run.
Police believe that the accused has been living under
different disguises to conceal his identity. His current
age is estimated to be around 75 years. In a renewed
effort to trace him, Etawah police have intensified the
manhunt and released photographs of the accused
from five different angles, along with his sketch. The
public has been urged to come forward with any
information that may help in his arrest. The police
administration has assured that anyone providing
credible information leading to the arrest of the
accused will be rewarded with 25,000 and the identity
of the informer will be kept strictly confidential.
Senior police officials stated that even after so many
years, arresting the accused remains crucial for the
delivery of justice and all possible measures are being
taken to ensure he is brought to book.
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ilmmaker Aditya Dhar’s
Dhurandhar has emerged
as the highest-earning
Hindi film of all time, with
a nett India collection of
over Rs 831 crore, the makers an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The Ranveer Singh-starrer
earned Rs 5.70 crore nett on Day 33
(on Tuesday), taking its total India
nett collection to Rs 83140 crore
and securing the top spot among all
Hindi releases.

“History has been rewritten. With
Tuesday’s collections, Dhurandhar
has officially become the highest-
earning Hindi film of all time, rede-
fining Indian box office success,” the
makers said in a statement.

The record was previously held by
the Hindi version of Allu Arjun’s
Pushpa 2: The Rule (2023), which had
earned Rs 830 crore.

Other top-grossing Hindi films in-
clude Shah Rukh Khan’s Jawan and

the horror comedy Stree 2, with col- Aditya Dhar’s Ra nveer

lections of Rs 643 crore and Rs 627 .

crore respectively. Singh-starrer creates
According to box office figures, H

Dhurandhlar collectexd Rsl218 clrolll"e in h |St0 ry’ Surpasses

its opening week, followed by Rs PUShpa 2 W|th ?831 40

k two, Rs
26150 crore in week two 189.30 crore tO become

crore in week three and Rs 115.70 4 .
the highest-grossing

Dhurandhar becomes
biggest Hindi film ever [}

E

Ranveer Singh expresses pride '\ :
Actor Ranveer Singh reacted to Dhurandhar creating AN
box office history by surpassing Pushpa 2: The Rule |
to become the highest-grossing Hindi film of all |
time. Yash Raj Films, which presented the film, R
congratulated the team in an official statement, )
calling Dhurandhar a “milestone moment in Indian
cinema” and praising director Aditya Dhar’s
vision, storytelling and leadership. Responding =
to the statement, Ranveer wrote on social
media, “My beloved alma mater. Only ever
wanted to make you proud!”

crore in week four. The film added
Rs 35.80 crore over its fifth weekend

and continues to maintain a steady Hindi film ever

weekday run.

Nicole Kidman, Keith Urban

Vicky, Katrina
ﬁnallse thelr divorce

name their
baby boy Vihaan

Vicky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif were blessed

ollywood actor Nicole Kidman
has officially finalised her di-
vorce with singer Keith Urban,
ending their 19-year marriage.
The Perfect Couple actor filed
for divorce in September last year, citing “ir-
reconcilable differences”, following which
the former couple entered into an agree-
ment in court on Tuesday.

As per a news report in People, Kidman
and Urban have agreed to waive all child
and spousal support rights, with each being
responsible for their own legal fees and
expenses.

“They are required to behave with each
other and each child so as to provide a lov-
ing, stable, consistent and nurturing rela-
tionship with the child, even though they

with a baby boy on November 7, 2025. Now,

after two months, the couple has announced

their son’s name. They have named him Vihaan Kau-
shal. The couple shared a cute picture and captloned
it, “Our ray of light, Vihaan Kaushal fagm Bl (sic).”
They further wrote, “Prayers are answered. Life is
beautiful. Our world is changed in an instant. Grati-
tude beyond words (sic).”
Several fans and celebrities commented on the post
and congratulated Vicky and Katrina. Parineeti Cho-
pra commented, “Little buddy! (sic).”

Hrithik's
fithess

Samantha serves intense

food mantra

Bollywood actor Hrithik Roshan gave fans
a glimpse into his fitness routine, sharing
a post about his new motto: ‘Eat lesser,
love better. But make the plate look huge’

one question in mind: is
this preparation for Krrish

look in Maa Inti Bangaram

Photo: Instagram_@samantharuthprabhuoffl

rithik Roshan
has once again
proved that fit-
ness isn't about
extremes but
about discipline, intention
and a little creativity on the
plate. The 51-year-old actor
recently offered fans a
glimpse of what really
powers his sculpted phy-
sique, sharing a photo of his
meal with his new mantra:
“Eat lesser, love better. But
make the plate look huge.”

Here’s what Hrithik
eats to stay fit
What featured on his plate
was more than just food; it
was a masterclass in mind-
ful eating. The star built his
meal around lean protein
soaked in a vibrant green
sauce, then packed the rest
of the plate with colour,
showecasing charred brus-
sels sprouts, sautéed zuc-
chini, bell peppers, broccoli,
carrots and more. In
another shot, shredded
beetroot made an appear-
ance, along with a banana
on the side. This is classic
“volume eating”, piling up
high-fibre, low-calorie foods
so portions feel generous
while nutrition remains in-
tact. Instead of pro-
cessed carbs or greasy
sides, vegetables be-
come the main hero,
meaning more vit- g
amins, more fibre, g
and fewer unnecess-
ary calories. .

Fans react :
Predictably, the

internet  had
plenty to say.
Some fans
were inspired,
admitting that
his post nudged
them back to- g
ward healthier
habits after the &
holiday binge.

4?2 “Krrish 4 physique load-
ing,” one user joked.
Another confessed the
post was the motivation
they needed to restart
their diet, writing, “This
genuinely motivated me to
start my diet, especially
after all the holiday over-
eating.”

About Krrish 4
Krrish 4 remains one of the
most anticipated films

ahead. Not only is Hrithik
expected to reprise his
superhero avatar, but re-
ports suggest he'll also step
behind the camera for the
first time as director. The
praoject is expected to move
into production in the
coming years, with a big
theatrical release planned,
making the actor’s renewed
focus on fitness feel even
more purposeful.

Others had only B e

rystle D'Souza, who
featured in the
popular song Shara-
rat’ from Aditya

har’s critically and
commercially successful film
Dhurandhar, has finally ad-
dressed the controversy sur-
rounding the track and actress
Tamannaah Bhatia. The film,
headlined by Ranveer Singh, re-
ceived massive appreciation at

the box office, with Shararat’

emerging as one of its most
talked-about songs.

Soon after the song’s release,
a section of social media users
speculated that Tamannaah was
initially approached for the
number but was later replaced
by Krystle D'Souza and Ayesha
Khan, leaving some fans dis-
appointed. However, the film’s
choreographer later clarified
that Tamannaah was never offi-
cially approached for the song.
While her name may have been
discussed, director Aditya Dhar
felt that casting Tamannaah
could shift the focus entirely to

, the song rather than the story-

line, which was not the inten-

W tion. Now, Krystle has spoken
M about the entire fiasco in an

i exclusive interview with

Krystle made it clear that

" Tamannaah would have nailed
&8 the song too, while strongly cal-
B ling out the culture of pitting

women against each other.
“Honestly, Imean, I did see it and
I felt like she would have killed it
in her own way. She would have
owned it and, you know, some-
times what’s written for
whoevers written is whatll
happen. You can’t change any-
thing like that. Approached or

ctress  Samantha
Ruth Prabhu is gear-
ing up for her re-

turn to the Telugu film
industry with her next Maa
Inti Bangaram. Adding to
the buzz for the already
hyped drama, the makers
have unveiled the first look
poster from BV Nandini
Reddy’s directorial.

The poster has Samantha
standing inside a bus in a
simple brown saree. She

fight with intensity clearly
visible in her eyes. Sharing
the poster with her Insta-
gram Family, Samantha
wrote, “You just Kkeep
watching... #MaalntiBan-
gaaram will be connecting
with yall.(sic).”

Along with the first look
poster, Samantha also re-
vealed the release date for
Maa Inti Bangaram teaser
trailer. “#MiBTeaserTrailer
out on 9th JAN at 10 AM,”

are divorced. They will not speak badly of
each other or the members of the family
of the other parent. They will encourage
each child to continue to love the other
parent and be comfortable in both
families,” the court documents read, as
quoted by People.

While the girls will be staying with
their mother for 306 days of the year,
Urban has been allotted to spend
‘every other weekend” with them.

Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban
tied the knot in 2006 and share two
daughters -- Sunday Rose, 17, and Faith
Margaret, 14.

seems all ready to pick a she added.

Krystle

takes a
stand for
Tamannaah!

Krystle D'Souza slams people for bringing
Tamannaah Bhatia down, says she would
have ‘killed it' in Dhurandhar song Shararat

not approached, I'm
sure she would have
nailed it. Like, there’s
no way that she
wouldn' kill it. And
even if Ayesha was
alone in the song, she
would have killed it. If Iwas
alone in the song, I would have
killed it. Everyone would have

done what they could
do best. So, I'm never
going to take away
from anyone whd's
hardworking, who's
self-made, who has,
you know, who has
been consistent and is
ready to, you know, put in the ef-
fort. So, I feel like she’s doing big

|

Tamannaah Bhatia

A stlll from the song

things. She’s going to do bigger
things. And this is our time and
we are doing things and we are
going to do bigger things. So,
there’s enough sun for everyone,
as I've always said. Everyone
needs to shine like Ranveer
Singh let us shine. To bring
somebody up, you don't need to
bring others down. I don't know
how many times I need to say
this. But just to bring another
person up, please dont tear
another person apart. Because
you don't know mentally how it
can affect somebody.”
Speaking about her ‘Shara-
rat’ co-star Ayesha, Krystle
had nothing but praise for the
dancer and performer. "She’s a
very confident girl. Shes so
good at what she does, you
know. Before I met her, I did
stalk her because they told
me Ayesha was in it. And I
went through her reels and
I'm like, oh my god, she’s such
a beautiful performer. She
dances on reels, and she dances
so well. So it's just like, you
know youTe going to perform
with somebody good. So your
performance is going to look
good. Like, when you have a
good co-actor for an intense ] i
scene, you know that sceneis |
going to turn out well. So you |
know if you have a good per-
son who's dancing with you,
that dance is going to turn
out well.”
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Italy nabs 9
for Hamas
funding

ROME

Italian authorities arrested
nine people linked to three
charitable organisations on
suspicion of raising millions
of euros in funds for the
Palestinian militant group
Hamas, anti-terrorism pros-
ecutors said in a statement
on Saturday.

The suspects are accused
of sending €7 million euros
(88.2 million) to “associations
based in Gaza, the
Palestinian territories, or
Israel, owned, controlled, or
linked to Hamas.” the state-
ment said.

Among those arrested was
Mohammad Hannoun, presi-
dent of the Palestinian
Association in Italy, prosecu-
tors said, describing him as
the “head of the Italian cell of
the Hamas organisation.”

The EU has Hamas listed
on its terror list.

Heatwaves,

eatwaves, wildfires,
droughts and storms
cost the global econ-

omy more than US $120 bil-
lion in 2025, underscoring the
rising financial and human
toll of climate change, a new
report by UK-based non-gov-
ernmental organisation
Christian Aid said.

According to the analysis,
extreme weather events
intensified across continents
this year, with the most expe-
nsive disasters concentrated
in richer countries where
insured losses are higher, even
as poorer nations suffered
widespread devastation with
limited financial protection.

“These disasters are not
natural. They are the predict-
able result of continued fossil
fuel expansion and political
delay,” said Joanna Haigh,
Emeritus  Professor  at
Imperial College London.

COSTLIEST CLIMATE
EVENTS
The 10 most financially

damaging climate events of

People flee floodwaters in Hat Yai, Southern Thailand

2025 each caused losses run-
ning into billions of dollars,
with combined damages
exceeding US $122 billion, the
report said.

Most of the figures reflect
insured losses alone, suggest-
ing the true economic impact
is likely to be significantly
higher, while human suffer-
ing often remains uncounted.

The US bore the largest
financial burden, with wild-
fires in California topping the
list as the single costliest

event, causing an estimated
$60 billion in damage and
over 400 deaths.

Cyclones and floods across
Southeast Asia ranked sec-
ond, inflicting $25 billion in
losses and killing over 1,750

people across Thailand,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam and  Malaysia.

Devastating floods in China
followed, displacing thou-
sands, killing at least 30
people and causing $11.7 bil-
lion in damage.

M Palisades and Eaton
fires in the US: $60b

m South & Southeast
Asia cyclones in
Thailand, Indonesia,
Sri Lanka, Vietnam
and Malaysia: $25b

m Seasonal flooding
in China: $11.7b

® Hurricane Melissa in
Jamaica, Cuba and
Bahamas: $8b

“No continent was spared
from crippling climate dis-
asters in 2025,” the report
said, noting at least one major
event struck each of the
world’s six populated regions.

ASIA AMONG WORST HIT
Asia accounted for four of the
six costliest disasters.
Flooding in India and
Pakistan killed over 1,860
people, cost up to $6 billion

and affected over 7 million
people in Pakistan alone.

B Monsoon season
floods in India and
Pakistan: $5.6b

mTyphoonsin
Philippines: $5b

m Drought, Brazil: $4.75b

M Ex-Tropical Cyclone
Alfred in Australia: $1.2b

m Cyclone Garance in
Réunion: $1.05hb

® Texas floods, US: $1b

Typhoons in the Philippines
caused over $5 billion in dam-
age and displaced around 1.4
million people.

Other severe events includ-
ed drought in Brazil, summer
wildfires in Spain and
Portugal, and cyclones that
hit Australia and Reunion
Island off Africa’s coast ear-
lier in the year.

While the top 10 disasters
were ranked by financial
losses, Christian Aid empha-
sised some most devastating

events occurred in poorer
countries where insurance
coverage is low and data is
scarce.

POOR NATIONS BEAR
THEW HIDDEN COST
Flooding in Nigeria in May
and in the Democratic
Republic of Congo in April hit
thousands, with Nigeria alone
reporting up to 700 deaths.
Prolonged drought in Iran
and across West Asia
threatened water supplies for
around 10 million people in
Tehran, raising the prospect
of mass evacuation.

The report also highlighted
unusually severe events such
as record-breaking heat that
sparked wildfires in the
Scottish Highlands, burning
47,000 hectares, and Japan’s
experience of both extreme
snowstorms and record heat-
waves in the same year.

Climate-related extremes
were also recorded in Antar-
ctica and the world’s oceans,
with record sea temperatures
and coral bleaching in

wildfires, droughts storms cost world over $120b: Report

Western Australia posing
major threats to biodiversity.

CALL FOR URGENT
ACTION

Christian Aid said the events
of 2025 underline the urgent
need to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, accelerate the
transition away from fossil
fuels and increase funding for
climate adaptation in vulner-
able regions. “This year has
again shown the stark reality
of climate breakdown,” said
Patrick Watt, CEO of Christian
Aid. “Violent storms, devastat-
ing floods and prolonged
droughts are turning lives and
livelihoods upside down. The
poorest communities are first
and worst affected.”

“The climate disasters are a
warning of what lies ahead if
we do not accelerate the tran-
sition away [rom fossil fuels.
They underline the urgent
need for adaptation, particu-
larly in the global South, whe-
re resources are stretched and
people are vulnerable to cli-
mate shocks,” he said.

PEACE TALKS | Zelenskyy heads to Florida to meet Trump

Prez: Kyiv strikes show
Putin’s true attltude

KYIV

Russia attacked Ukraine’s
capital with missiles and
drones early on Saturday
morning, killing one person
and wounding 27, a day before
talks between Ukraine and
the US, authorities said.
Explosions boomed across
Kyiv for hours as ballistic mis-
siles and drones hit the city.
The attack began in the early
morning hours on Saturday
and was continuing as the day
broke. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is pre-
pared to meet US President
Donald Trump in Florida on
Sunday for further talks on
ending the nearly 4-year-old
war. Zelenskyy told reporters
he was on a plane en route to

Florida on Saturday after-

noon, and would stop in
Canada on the way to meet
Prime Minister Mark Carney.

Russian Defence Ministry
said it carried out a “massive
strike” overnight, using “long-
range precision-guided
weapons from land, air and
sea, including Kinzhal hyper-
sonic aeroballistic missiles”
and drones. It said it targeted

energy infrastructure facilities
used by Ukraine’s forces and
military-industrial enter-
prises. The ministry said the
strike came in response to
Ukraine’s attacks on “eivilian
objects” in Russia.

Poland scrambled fighter
jets and closed airports in
Lublin and Rzeszow near the
border with Ukraine for sev-
eral hours during the Russian

attacks, the country's armed
forces command said on X.
There was no violation of Poli-
sh airspace. Civil aviation aut-
hority Pansa said the two air-
ports had since resumed oper-
ations. It was unclear what
caused the alert in Poland.
Zelenskyy said the main
target was energy and civilian
infrastructure in Kyiv. In some
districts, there is no electricity
or heating. “Today, Russia
demonstrated how it resp-
onds to peace talks between
Ukraine and the US on ending
Russia’s war against Ukraine.
They carried our massive
attacks on Ukraine precisely
as we move toward peace
negotiations,” said Zelenskyy,
speaking to reporters via
audio note while travelling.
“That is Russia’s response.”

FULL-SCALE ATTACK
Switzerland
cannot defend
self: Army chief

Zurich: Switzerland cannot
defend itself against a full-
scale attack and must boost
military spending given ris-
ing risks from Russia, the
head of its armed forces said.

The country is prepared
for attacks by “non-state
actors” on critical infrastruc-
ture and for cyber attacks, but
its military still faces major
equipment gaps, Thomas
Suessli told N7ZZ newspaper.

“What we cannot do is
defend against threats from a
distance or even a full-scale
attack on our country,” said
Suessli, who is stepping down
at the end of the year.

Maduro seeks
talks with US

Caracas: Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas
Maduro has
expressed  will-
ingness to hold
talks with the US
based on mutual
respeet provided the US gives
up interference in Venezuela.
In a televised speech on
Friday (local time), Maduro
said if the US side is willing to
engage in dialogue with
Venezuela on the basis of
mutual respect and abandon
its failed attempts to interfere
in Venezuela over the past 25
years, he will welcome it and
seck a path toward peace,
cooperation and prosperity.

Taiwan hit by
strong quake

magnitude 6.6 earth-

quake struck off east-
ern Taiwan at 11.05 pm on
Saturday, sending strong
tremors through Taipei,
New Taipei, and Yilan
County. Data from the
USGS showed the quake
occurred at a depth of 67-
72.8 kms, producing sig-
nificant shaking across
northern and eastern
regions. Early reports
showed no casualties.

Rahman registers as B’deshi voter

Dhaka: BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman on Saturday
completed the formalities to
enlist himself on Bangladesh's
voter list and obtain a national
identity (NID) card, two days
after his return from over 17
years of self-exile in London.
The 60-year-old leader of
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party visited the Election
Commission office in Dhaka
under tight security, where he
provided fingerprints and iris
scans for biometric enroll-
ment, news portal
thsnews.net reported.
Meanwhile, Awami League,
banned by the interim gov-
ernment from contesting the
elections, in an article,
claimed Rahman is “receiving
one privilege after another,

with repeated violations of the
law”. “After the announce-
ment of the election schedule,
becoming a new voter is
legally prohibited; yet ques-
tions have arisen about Tari-
que Rahman becoming a
voter while that schedule was
still in effect. Moreover, the
day was a Saturday, a weekly
govt holiday. So how was the
law followed, and under
whose instructions?” it asked.

VISITING HADI’'s GRAVE
Rahman visited Dhaka Univ-
ersity and offered prayers at
the grave of slain student
leader Sharif Osman Hadi.

CONCERT CALLED OFF
At least 20 students were
injured in a mob attack that

forced the cancellation of a
concert by popular rock
singer James, who has also
sung hit Hindi film songs on
Friday, officials and organ-
isers said.

The concert in Faridpur
was cancelled amid a recent
spate of attacks on cultural
institutions. James' concert
was to mark the closing of
Faridpur Zilla Schools 185th
anniversary celebrations.

A group of outsiders tried
to force entry after being
turned away, throwing bricks
and stones and attempting to
seize the stage.

Students of the school
resisted the attackers, and at
least 20 were injured by flying
debris, according to the
organisers.

Kash plan to shut FBI

BI Director Kash Patel
F said FBIs J Edgar Hoov-
er building in Washing-

ton DC will be “shut down per-
manently” after previously
discarding plans to move the
bureaus headquarters to
Maryland, ‘The Hills’ reported.
Instead, cmployees will
report to the Ronald Reagan
Building to occupy the former
location of the US Agency for

| Xmas eve miracle |

International Development,
which was dismantled by the
Trump administration earlier

this year.
“After over 20 years of
failed attempts, we

finalised a plan to per-
manently close the FBI's
Hoover headquarters
and move the workforce into
a safe, modern facility.
Working  directly  with

-

bldg final

President Trump and Cong-
ress, we accomplished what
no one else could,” Patel said.

“This decision puts
resources where they
belong: defending the
homeland. crushing vio-
lent crime, and protect-
ing national sccurity. It
delivers better tools for
today’s FBI workforce at a
fraction of the cost.”

$2 lottery ticket wins $1.8b jackpot

Powerball ticket sold
at a gas station in
Arkansas, US, has won

a massive $1.817 billion jackpot
in the Christmas Eve drawing,
marking one of the biggest
lottery wins in American his-
tory. The winning numbers
were 04, 25, 31, 52 and 59, with
the Powerball number 19.
Lottery officials said the ticket
was purchased at a Murphy
USA outlet in Cabot,
Arkansas.

The prize is the second-lar-
gest lottery jackpot ever in the
US and the biggest Powerball

win of 2025, according to
Powerball. The winner can
choose a lump sum cash pay-
out of $834.9 million.

“Congratulations to the

newest Powerball jackpot
winner! This is truly an extra-
ordinary, life-changing prize.”
said Matt Strawn, Powerball
Product Group Chair and
Iowa Lottery CEO.

“We also want to thank all
the players who joined in this
jackpot streak — every ticket
purchased helps support pub-
lic programs and services
across the country.”

The winner’s identity has
not yet been disclosed. Karen
Reynolds, a spokesperson for
the Arkansas Lottery, said the
claims centre is closed for the

holidays and the winner is
unlikely to come forward
before Monday.

The jackpot followed 46
consecutive drawings without
a top prize winner. The pre-
vious Powerball jackpot was
won on September 6, when
players in Missouri and Texas
shared $1.787 billion.

Officials said this is only the
second time a Powerball jack-
pot has been won with a ticket
sold in Arkansas, the first
being in 2010. Powerball noted
the last Christmas Eve jackpot
win occurred in 2011. —AP

African regional
bodies reject
Israel’s recognition
of Somaliland

Nairobi: Africa’s regional go-
vernance bodies on Saturday
rejected the recognition of
Somalia’s breakaway region
of Somaliland as an indepen-
dent nation by Israel a day
ago, the first by any country
in more than 30 years.

Somaliland declared inde-
pendence from Somalia in
1991 amid a descent into con-
flict and, despite having its
own government and cur-
rency, had never been recog-
nised by any nation in the
world until Friday.

African Union chairperson
Mahmoud Ali Youssoul said
any attempt to undermine
Somalia’s sovereignty risks
peace and stability on the
continent. The commission
“firmly rejects any initiative
or action aimed at recogni-
sing Somaliland as an inde-
pendent entity, recalling So-
maliland remains an integral
part of the Federal Republic
of Somalia.”

US air travel hit, 1600 flights
cancelled and 7400 delayed

housands of flights
I across the US have been
cancelled or delayed as
the north-east braces for a
severe winter storm during
the peak holiday travel sea-
son. As of Friday night, 1,600
flights had been cancelled and
7400 delayed, as per flight
tracking website FlightAware.
The most affected airports
are John F Kennedy Inter-
national, Newark Liberty, and
LaGuardia, which all serve the
New York area. Boston, Chica-
go, and Toronto, Canada, are
also impacted. The National
Weather Service issued a
winter storm warning from
16:00 local time on Friday
until 13:00 on Saturday, with
as much as 23cm of snow
expected in New York and
southern Connecticut.

JetBlue Airways were warning trave-
cancelled 229 flights, llers to check with
while Delta Air Lines their airline to deter-

scrapped 241 flights. Republic
Airways and Southwest Air-
lines cancelled 180 and 151
flights respectively. About 100
scheduled flights by Ameri-
can Airlines and United
Airlines were also cancelled.
On social media, airpor[s

mine the status of their flights.

The heaviest snow was
expected between 18:00 local
time and midnight. Drivers
were warned of hazardous
conditions and advised to
bring an emergency supply
kit, BBC reported on Saturday.

Massive crash on Japan s hlghway
kills 2, as holiday season starts

Tokyo: A massive crash invol-
ving 67 vehicles in snowy
weather has killed two people
and injured 26 on an express-
way in Japan as the country
kicked off its end-of-year holi-
day season.

The Gunma prefectural
highway police said on
Saturday the pileup on the
Kan-etsu Expressway late on
Friday started with a collision
between two trucks in
Minakami, about 160 km

northwest of Tokyo.

The initial crash blocked
parts of the expressway, and
cars coming from behind
them were unable to brake on
the snowy surface.

A fire erupted at the far end
of the pileup, spreading to 20
vehicles, some of which were
completely burned. The fire
was extinguished about seven
hours later, police said.

A 77-year-old woman from
Tokyo died in a passenger car,

and a charred body was later
recovered from the driver's
seat of a burned-out truck,
police said. Of the 26 injured,
five were in serious condition,
police said. A warning about
heavy snow was in effect late
on Friday, when many
Japanese started their year-
end and New Year holidays.
Parts of the expressway
remained closed for police
investigation, removal and
cleaning of the wreckage.

Burnt vehicles are seen after a massive crash onan expressway in Mlnakaml,
northwest of Tokyo, on Saturday.

Thailand, Cambodia sign
new ceaseﬁre agreement

BANGKOK

Thailand and Cambodia
signed a ceasefire agreement
on Saturday to end weeks of
fighting along their border
over competing territorial
claims. The agreement took
effect at noon and calls for a
halt in military movements
and airspace violations for
military purposes.

Only Thailand has carried
out airstrikes, hitting sites in
Cambodia as recently as
Saturday morning, according
to the Cambodian Defence
Ministry.

The deal also calls for
Thailand, after the ceasefire
has held for 72 hours, to repat-
riate 18 Cambodian soldiers it

Cambodian Defence
Minister Tea Seiha (L)
with his Thai counterpart
Nattaphon Narkphanit.

has held as prisoners since
earlier fighting in July. Their
release has been a major
demand of the Cambodian
side. Within hours of the sig-
ning, Thailand’s foreign minis-
try protested to Cambodia a
Thai soldier sustained a per-
manent disability when he
stepped on an anti-personnel
land mine, which it charged

had been laid by Cambodian
forces. The agreement was
signed by the countries’
defence ministers, Cambodia’s
Tea Seiha and Thailand’s
Nattaphon Narkphanit, at a
border checkpoint. It fol-
lowed 3-day lower-level talks
by military officials.

It declares the sides are
committed to an earlier cease-
fire that ended 5 days of fight
in July and follow-up pacts.
The original July ceasefire was
brokered by Malaysia and
pushed through by pressure
from US President Trump,
who threatened to withhold
trade privileges unless Thaila-
nd and Cambodia agreed. It
was formalised in more detail
in Oct at a regional meet in
Malaysia that Trump attended.

1-stop help desk
for distressed
Indian women
in Canada

Toronto: The Consulate
General of India in Toronto
has established a 'One Stop
Centre for Women', a dedi-
cated support centre exclus-
ively to assist women Indian
nationals in distress.

The consulate has set up a
24x7 helpline, and said the
new centre aims to provide
critical and timely support to
Indian passport holder wom-
en facing domestic violence,
abuse, family conflict, aband-
onment, exploitation and leg-
al challenges, among others.

One-Stop Centre for Wom-
en will provide coordinated,
beneficiary-centred assistan-
ce by connecting aggrieved
women to timely and right
pathways of support. —PTI
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SPORTS

NEW DELHI

Tilak Varma
ruled out of
first 3 T20Is

Indian batter Tilak Varma
has undergone a surgery
for an abdominal issue in
Rajkot on Wednesday. He
will miss the first three
matches of the upcoming
T20 International series
against New Zealand. The
Hyderabad player
complained of pain during
the Vijay Hazare Trophy.
“He was discharged from
the hospital on Thursday
morning and is scheduled
to fly back to Hyderabad on
Friday. He is currently
stable and progressing
well,” BCCl said in a release.
“Tilak will resume physical
training and gradually
return to skill-based
activities once his
symptoms have fully
resolved and wound healing
is satisfactory. His
availability for the remaining
two matches will be
assessed based on his
progress during the return-
to-training and skill phases.”

SYDNEY

Brook regrets
nightclub
incident in NZ

England’s Harry Brook
apologised on Thursday
for clashing with a
nightclub bouncer in
October during the tour of
New Zealand that
preceded the Ashes
series. London’s Telegraph
reported that Brook, the
England white-ball
captain, was hit by a
bouncer after being
denied entry to the club in
Wellington on Oct. 31, the
day before the third and
last one-day international
against New Zealand.
Brook was fined about
30,000 pounds ($40,300)
at the time and given a
final warning for his future
conduct. He was not
stripped of the white-ball
captaincy. The incident
was revealed after
England lost the fifth Test
by five wickets in Sydney.

DAMBULLA

Shadab makes
impressive
comeback

Allrounder Shadab Khan
staked his claim for a spot at
next month's T20 World
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WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE | World Cup-winning captain
Harmanpreet will aim to go one-up on Smriti Mandhana

Two-time champions MI
face gritty RCB in opener

NAVI MUMBALI

The Womens Premier
League’s (WPL) 2026 edition
will be held with Indian
women cricketers participat-
ing emboldened by the his-
toric and epic World Cup
success that they achieved in
November of last year.
Action will begin on
Friday at the DY Patil
Stadium here when two-time
champions Mumbai Indians
led by the all-conquering

Harmanpreet Kaur lock
horns with Smriti
Mandhana’s Royal

Challengers Bengaluru in the
opening clash of the tourna-
ment.

When Harmanpreet
keeps reiterating that the DY
Patil Stadium in Navi
Mumbai is her favourite
venue to play, the statement
evokes barely any surprise
considering the gargantuan
achievement from two
months ago.

The Mumbai Indians have
possibly the best team on
paper with the legendary
Harmanpreet at the helm of
affairs and the England and
West Indies skippers Nat
Sciver-Brunt and Hayley
Matthews respectively, on
board.

What makes MI formi-
dable would be their enviable
batting riches with the
likes of Amelia Kerr of
New Zealand, tal-
ented  Australian /
Milly Illingworth l
and India’s

dependable i ’- Z
Amanjot / ~
Kaur. (- -~

.ﬂ

-

The presence
Kamalini up the order could
pose some selection head-
aches for the Mumbai
Indians team management.

Bowling will be led by the
experienced Shabnim Ismail
with Saika Ishaque providing
support with the latter likely
to encounter some chal-
lenges following an impres-
sive debut in 2023.

Meanwhile, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
now boast one of the most
dangerous finishing combi-
nations in the Women's
Premier League (WPL), with
Richa Ghosh and Nadine de
Klerk strengthening the
middle order.

The presence of both
batters gives RCB the confi-
dence to either chase chal-
lenging targets or recover
from tricky situations, while
consistently putting pressure
on opposition bowlers.

Richa has been a consist-
ent performer for RCB over
the years and remains one of
their most dependable
batters. In 26 WPL matches,
she has scored 625 runs,
including eight half-cen-
turies, at an impressive
strike rate of 150.96.
Her ability to finish

“‘JL-\ h-.

games has often been crucial
for the side.

While De Klerk is yet to
make a significant impact in
the WPL, her international
credentials speak volumes.
The South African all-
rounder has scored 667 runs
and taken 52 wickets in
Women's T20 Internationals,
making her a valuable asset
for RCB going forward.

RCBs overseas signing
Lauren Bell could play a key
role for the team in the
upcoming season. The
experienced England pacer
brings valuable international
exposure and proven creden-
tials, having taken 50 wickets
in 36 T20I matches, which
could significantly
strengthen RCB’s bowling
attack.

Skipper Mandhana will
have a huge role to play as far
as RCB is concerned in the
absence of the iconic Ellyse
Perry.

Mandhana’s form isn't
something RCB would be too
worried about given the
immense potential that the
2024 edition winners have in
their ranks. Australia’s
Georgia  Voll, all-

Mi- Best team
on paper

The Mumbai Indians
have possibly the best
team on paper with the
legendary
Harmanpreet at the
helm of affairs and the
England and West
Indies skippers Nat
Sciver-Brunt and
Hayley Matthews
respectively, on board.

rounder Grace Harris and
South Africa’s Nadine de
Klerk will share the batting
responsibilities.

Richa Ghosh will do the
job for RCB behind the
wickets and also don the cru-
cial role of the finisher.

ndia’s Arundhati Reddy,
Pooja  Vastrakar, and
Englands Lauren Bell are
among the premier seamers
for RCB who also have
quality spin bowlers in
Englands Linsey Smith,

India’s Radha Yadav and
Shreyanka Patil.

Mumbai Indians players celebrate their win against Delhi Capltals in the Women s Premier League 2025 final

match in Mumbai on March 15, 2025.

PTI

Mandhana wants to
win T20 World Cup

Harmanpreet feels exposure to foreign players in
WPL helping Indian women’s cricketers a lot

NAVI MUMBALI

When the two captains of
Mumbai Indians and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
assembled before the media
for the customary pre-match
PC, the resonant theme was
invariably Indian women’s
cricket’s ascendance on the
world stage.

When RCB skipper Smriti
Mandhana was asked about
what the next step forward
would be for Indian women’s
cricket after the ecstacy of
Womens ODI World Cup
win last year, Mandhana
immediately responded:
“Winning the T20 World
Cup would be great. But
yeah, I mean, we all know
that, yeah, we won the World
Cup, yes, but there are a lot of
things in the team where we
need to work on.

“We really want to sit back
and say that, yeah, we are the
best team in the world and
World No 1 team in the world.
And I think we still have a lot
of things to move on,” she
added.

Mandhana also stressed the
crucial role WPL is playing in
the development and growth
of Indian women’s cricket.

“And I'm sure WPL is going
to bridge that gap for us. And
in the coming years, we want
to do that. Whenever we play
for India, we always discuss
how we want to be the best
team in the world.

Not for one tournament or
two tournaments, but the
whole year. Any cricket we
play and dominate it. And I
think every WPL is just get-
ting us closer to that” the
India opener added.

Mumbai Indians captain
Harmanpreet seconded
Mandhana’s thoughts.

“Yeah, 1 think what Smriti
said, that one, we are not satis-

fied with just one World Cup.
We have, you know, so much
cricket coming up this year
and in the next 2-3 years. So
every time we go to the field,
we want to go with the best
mindset.

And that winning mindset,
we have been always talking
about. And good to see that,
you know, not only us, other
players are also coming up
and thinking and speaking
about we want to be cham-
pions all the time. So, I think
that shows that, you know,
WPL has made a lot of
impact on us,” Harmanpreet
stated.

The India Women skipper
also said the exposure of ply-
ing their trade with foreign
players will obviously further
sharpen the skills of Indian
players as well.

“Players are not, you know,
in their comfort zone. They
are, you know, working really
hard. They are plaving against
overseas cricketers. So I think
they are learning a lot from
them. And now that gap has,
you know, not there which we
used to feel when they are
coming for international

..Winning the

120 World
> Cup would be great.

' But yeah, | mean, we

all know that, yeah, we

won the World
Cup, yes, but
there are a lot
of thingsin
the team
where we
need to
work on
Smriti

Mandhana,
RCB skipper

cricket.

So I think, yeah, it has, you
know, impacted a lot on our
cricket. And I am really happy
that, you know, as a team, we
are setting bigger goals for us.
And hopefully we will keep
working for that. And keep
improving as a team,” she
added.

Mandhana also was effusive
in her praise for Anya
Shrubsole, RCB's assistant
coach cum bowling coach and
her influence in the team’s
growth.

“There is a lot of work to do.
But again, I know Anya for a
very long time. We have
played KSL and 100 together.
One of the very good captains
who have played under as
well in the 100. And I always
like the way she thought
about cricket. And the way
she is around her bowling,
very clear with her plans.

So I am really happy that a
lot of Indian girls are going to
get to work with her. And pick
her brain around how they
can get better. And again, on
my bowling, I don't think that
is another thing,” Mandhana
said.

National coach
booked for ‘sexually

harassing’

minor

Suspended by NRAI after police
complaint by female shooter

CHANDIGARH

Haryana police has booked
national shooting coach
Ankush Bhardwaj for alleg-
edly “sexually harassing” a
minor athlete.

According to information,
the incident took place in
Faridabad, on December 16
after the athlete participated
in a national-level shooting
competition at the Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range, New
Delhi.

In her complaint to police,
the 17-year-old national-level
shooter alleged that Bhardwaj
asked her to meet him at his
hotel in Surajkund area of
Faridabad, Haryana, saying
that her  performance
required to be evaluated.

The coach called the minor
athlete to his room when she
reached the hotel, and subse-
quently sexually harassed her,
she alleged adding that he
also threatened to ruin her
sports career if she disclosed
the incident to anyone.

Stating that the hotel man-
agement has also been asked
to submit the CCTV footage of
the said date, police said thata
case under Section 6 of the
Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences Act and
Section 351(2) of the BNS had
been registered against the
coach.

Meanwhile, the National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) has also suspended
Bhardwaj from all duties
pending police investigation.
The accused is said to be
among the 13 national pistol
coaches appointed by the
NRAL

BCB sends
another letter
to ICC asking for
venue change

NEW DELHI

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) on Thursday for-
mally sent a second com-
munication to the ICC,
explaining the specific secur-
ity concerns about travelling
to India for the T20 World
Cup while reiterating its
demand for a change of
venue to Sri Lanka.

The World Cup gets under-
way on February 7 and
Bangladesh are scheduled to
play four games (three in
Kolkata and one in Mumbai).

They have refused to travel
to India after pacer
Mustafizur Rahman was
released from the IPL on
instructions of the BCCI,
which cited unspecified
“developments all around” to
justify the decision.

“Following  discussions
with sports ministry advisor
Asif Nazrul, the BCB has once
again sent a communication
to the ICC. The ICC wanted to
know areas of concern with
regards to security and BCB
has cited them,” a source
close to the BCB told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.

Australia wins Ashes series 4-1

Home team registers a five-wicket win over England in Sydney

SYDNEY

Mitchell Starc took 31 wickets.
Travis Head posted three cen-
turies and tallied 629 runs.
Alex Carey completed 28 dis-
missals.

The bowling, batting and
fielding performances feature
highly on the all-time lists for
Aussies in the Ashes, under-
scoring Australia’s dominance
in the 4-1 series win that was
completed on Day 5 of the
fifth test with a five-wicket in
Sydney.

“Yeah, it has been magnifi-
cent,” Steve Smith, Australia’s
stand-in captain for four of
the five tests in the absence of
Pat Cummins, said of the indi-
vidual contributions.

“I think everyone’s stood up
at different times. (Starc, Head
and Carey) were obviously
huge standouts, but other
guys stood up at different
times throughout the series
and, you know, that's what
makes a good team.”

The Australians bowled
England out for 342 on the
fifth morning of the series
finale and, chasing 160 for vic-
tory, finished 161-5 with Carey
hitting the winnings runs and
Cameron Green unbeaten on
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The Australian team celebrates with the Ashes trophy in Sydney on Thursday. AP

22. “It was nice to finish on a
high note,” said Smith, who
scored a century in the first
innings to move up to No. 6 on
the all-time list.

“We know the importance
of every test match with the
World Test Championship, so
to get the result here and fin-
ish the series on a high was
incredibly pleasing.”

The Australians retained
the Ashes with wins in the

first three tests, but England
was determined to narrow
the margin after its drought-
breaking win in Melbourne.
“Tough one to take know-
ing that we can play a lot
better than that, but ... the
Australian  cricket team,
they've just been incredible
for five test matches,” injured
England captain Ben Stokes
said. “But also, being pretty
truthful to ourselves, we've

done a little bit of damage our-
selves.”

Khawaja’s kiss goodbye
Usman Khawaja walked to the
crease in his last Test after
Smith was bowled by Will
Jacks and Australia was 92-3
on Thursday. He was given a
guard of honor from the
England players, shook hands
with Stokes and hugged
Marnus Labuschagne.

Sarfaraz’s fastest fifty in vain as Mumbai lose by 1-run

JAIPUR

Sarfaraz Khan smashed the
fastest fifty by an Indian in
List A cricket, but four-
wicket hauls each from
Gurnoor Brar and Mayank
Markande helped Punjab
script a dramatic one-run
win over Mumbai in a last-
ball thriller in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, here on
Thursday.

Already qualified for the

C, Punjab and Mumbai pro-
duced one of the matches of
the season, with the former
showing nerves of steel to
pull off an incredible victory.

Chasing a modest 217,
Sarfaraz lit up the stadium
with a 15-ball half-century as
Mumbai appeared firmly in
control at 139 for two inside
15 overs.

Sarfaraz’s blistering 20-
ball 62 was studded with
seven fours and five sixes. His
pyrotechnics was highlighted

skipper Abhishek Sharma,
whom he smashed for three
sixes and three fours.

After his dismissal,
skipper Shreyas Iyer (45)
tried to anchor the chase, but
wickets fell around him,
including those of
Suryakumar Yadav (15) and
Shivam Dube (12).

With no scoreboard press-
ure, Mumbai still needed
only 16 runs with more than
27 overs remaining and five
wickets in hand.

when Rahul Chahar removed
Iyer at 201 for six in the 23rd
over, triggering a dramatic
collapse.

Mumbai required just five
runs to win with four
wickets in hand but lost all
their remaining wickets for a
mere three runs, slumping to
a one-run defeat.

Earlier, Punjab were
bowled out for 216, with
Ramandeep Singh (72) and
Anmolpreet Singh (57) scor-
ing fifties. The result ensured

Group C, with Mumbai sett-
ling for the second place.

Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh finished with 16
points each at the third and
fourth position in the table.
Brief Scores: Punjab 216 all
out in 45.1 overs
(Anmolpreet Singh 57,
Ramandeep Singh 72;
Musheer Khan 3/37) beat
Mumbai 215 all out in 26.2
overs (Sarfaraz Khan 62,
Shreyas lyer 45; Gurnoor
Brar 4/57, Mayank

Mumbai's Shreyas lyer (L), Suryakumar Yadav (C) and
Sarfaraz Khan (R) exchange greetings after Punjab won

Mob. 9415235084, 9565333000 knockout stage from Group by a brutal assault on Punjab However, the tide turned ~ Punjab finished on top of Markande 4/31) by 1 run. the match sin Jaipur on Thursday. PTI
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