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Mauaima: A mother and daughter were beaten
with sticks and rods and injured for asking for
money they had loaned. A case has been regis-
tered against five people.Khushboo, daughter of
Suresh Kumar, a resident of Chakshyam village
in the area, said that her neighbors had borrowed
ten thousand rupees from her. When she asked
for the money back, they beat her. When she
informed the police via Dial 112, and they
arrived, all the accused fled. Khushboo alleges
that she and her mother were going to the police
station when, near the Chauhan Ka Pura canal,
the opposing party surrounded them, beat them
with sticks and rods, and threatened to kill them.
Khushboo has registered a case at the Mauaima
police station against Virendra Kumar, Rajaram,
Virendra's wife (name unknown), Virendra's
brother-in-law (name unknown), and Virendra's
father-in-law (name unknown), all residents of
Malkhanpur.

Dalit woman's boundary wall

demolished, she was beaten

and assaulted; case registered

under SC/ST Act
Mauaima: Sita Devi, wife of the late Jagdish
Kumar, a resident of Dhanpari ka Pura Gadiyani
village in the Mauaima police station area,
alleges that she was constructing a boundary wall
for her house. She claims that the accused, acting
in concert, trespassed onto her property, demol-
ished the wall, hurled caste-based abuses at her,
and then beat and assaulted her, also threatening
to kill her. Sita Devi has filed a case against Vijay
Bahadur Patel, Suresh Patel, Ramesh Patel, Sunil
Patel, and Sandeep Patel under the SC/ST Act at
the Mauaima police station.

Mother and Daughter Beaten

for Asking for Loaned

Money; Case Registered

Mathura

The 11th meeting of the High
Powered Management
Committee of Thakur Banke
Bihari Temple, Vrindavan
Mathura was held at the
Laxman Shaheed Memorial
Building auditorium under the
chairmanship of retired
Allahabad High Court Justice
Ashok Kumar.During the meet-
ing, detailed discussions were
held on several important
issues including the internal
structural audit report received
from IIT Roorkee, matters
related to Dehri worship,
progress on property details
received from Kota

(Rajasthan), completion of a
semi-constructed site measur-
ing 357 square yards, security
arrangements at Nidhivan and
approval of contracts for vari-
ous temple Properties.The com-

mittee also reviewed progress
reports on the audit being con-
ducted by chartered account-
ants, appointment of a senior
assistant accounts officer,
installation of railings inside

the temple under CSR funds
from major banks, improve-
ment of cleanliness arrange-
ments with support from
Canara Bank and proposals
related to HDFC Bank regard-

ing CSR initiatives such as
installation of 200 solar street
lights in the Banke Bihari
Temple corridor.Additional dis-
cussions included proposals for
live streaming by media agen-

cies, beautification of other
temple properties, progress of
conservation work by the
Archaeological Survey of India,
survey reports by the Municipal
Corporation at Lalita Kund
(Nidhivan), regulation of e-
rickshaws and arrangements for
sweet water supply and uninter-
rupted water for RO systems in
the temple premises.Several
dignitaries were present in the
meeting, including retired
judges, district administration
officials, senior police officials,
municipal corporation officers,
representatives of the
Archaeological Survey of India,
and members of various temple
service Groups.

Chandauli

In the fraud case,

Mughalsarai police has

arrested an accused

who is accused of tak-

ing payment from the

company by making

fake bills and sending

forged bills through e-

mail.According to the

information received,

the wanted accused,

46-year-old Francis E,

son of Ellis, resident

of Shivananda Layout

JJ Nagar, Bangalore

City, Karnataka has

been arrested by the

Mughalsarai police

team under the leader-

ship of Inspector-in-

charge Santosh Singh.

The above accused

fraudulently prepared a

forged bill and using it

as genuine, sent the

bill through e-mail

through the company

and received payment

from the concerned

company. When Prem

Narayan Rai, resident

of Mughalsarai, owner

of Plaza Road Lines

and Plaza Logistics,

came to know that

payment was being

taken from the compa-

ny by fraudulently

preparing fake docu-

ments. As soon as the

information was

received, a complaint

was lodged at the

Mughalsarai police

station and a case was

registered. During

interrogation by the

police, the accused

told that he was

appointed as the

regional manager in

South India at Plaza

Logistics Pvt. Ltd,

Mughalsarai. During

his appointment, he

along with one of his

colleagues, Janmejay

Nayak, prepared

forged bills and used

them as real ones and

kept receiving pay-

ment by sending e-

mails to the company.

To take the company

into confidence, he

used to make some

payments through UPI

and the rest told the

company that he had

not yet received the

remaining payment.

The accused told that

all the payments from

Plaza Logistics have

been sent to the SBI

account of Janmenjay

Nayak wife.  When the

owner of the company

asked whether the pay-

ment was made in the

name of only one ven-

dor, he lied to the

company that this ven-

dor provides good

facilities at a cheap

rate. Throughout the

episode, Janmenjay

Nayak lived with me

and received money

from his wife's

account. A case was

registered against the

accused under sections

318(4), 319(2), 338,

336(3), 340(2), 316(2)

BNS. Manoj Tiwari

outpost in-charge

town, 

Bunty Singh was in

the arresting team.

Varanasi

Surcharge of Municipal
Corporation Jalkal A 100%
waiver has been granted.
Residential and mixed-use
buildings in the city will
benefit from this.
Consequently, until March
31st, not a single rupee sur-
charge will be levied on the
old water tax. However,
commercial buildings have
been excluded from the
exemption.In the general
session of the corporation
house held on Monday in
the Town Hall at Maidagin
under the chairmanship of
Mayor Ashok Kumar
Tiwari, the mayor ordered to
issue the revised bill by the
end of this month. This
issue was raised in the
house under section-91 (2)
of the Municipal
Corporation Act. Councilor
Suresh Kumar Chaurasia
raised the issue of integrated
bills and said that the Jalkal
department had issued the
revised bills without any
prior notice.However, com-
mercial buildings are
excluded from the scope of
exemption.In the general
session of the Municipal
Corporation House, chaired
by Mayor Ashok Kumar
Tiwari, held on Monday at
the Town Hall in Maidagin,
the Mayor ordered the
issuance of revised bills by
the end of this month.
Councilor Suresh Kumar
Chaurasia raised the issue of
unified bills under Section
91 (2) of the Municipal
Corporation Act. He stated
that the Jalkal Department

had sent bills containing
outstanding surcharges for
several years without prior
notice. He pointed out that
the Jalkal Department had
previously provided a 100
percent rebate on surcharges
under the annual lump sum
settlement scheme. This
time, the Corporation had
sent unified bills for water
tax, sewer tax and house
tax. Furthermore, surcharges
for several years had been
added without notice. He
suggested waiving the sur-
charge on water tax, as pre-
viously, which the House
unanimously accepted. This
surcharge waiver provided
significant relief to default-
ers.In the House, Deputy
Chairman Narsingh Das
raised the issue of taxes on
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU). He argued that since
BHU has its own water and
sewage treatment plants, it
should not be charged.The
issue of tax was raised. He
argued that since BHU has
its own water and sewage
treatment plant, it is not
appropriate to levy water
and sewer tax on them. The
House directed the
Municipal Commissioner to

revise the water tax, sewer
tax and interest from the
bills. The House agreed to
the proposal of the Deputy
Speaker and decided to
issue revised bills with
interest waived. It was also
agreed to provide the facili-
ty of payment in install-
ments. The House also
agreed to his proposal to
adjust the 'deceptive' double
connections given under the
Amrit Jal Mission.
Protecting tourists visiting
Kashi from fraud Rate
Board will save youIn view

of the large influx of
tourists, Councilor Amresh
Kumar stated that shopkeep-
ers from Maidagin to Assi
are charging exorbitant
prices. Therefore, it will
now be mandatory to dis-
play rate boards at all food
stalls. The House approved
this. It was also decided to
seriously consider building
a government-run
dharamshala with 400-500
rooms within a two-kilome-
ter radius of the Baba
Vishwanath Temple so that
tourists don't have to sleep
in the open.The whole fami-
ly of the aer and the pir
family.

Varanasi 

Municipal CorporationAfter
freeing the "Kisan Phool
Mandi" located on the
Maldahiya-Inglisia Line
from illegal occupation, a
major decision has been
taken in the interest of farm-
ers. Now, flower sellers and
farmers will no longer have
to beg for help from middle-
men or illegal extortionists.
The Municipal Corporation
has appealed to farmers to
enter into contracts directly
with the corporation and
secure their space
legally.Under this new sys-
tem, allotment of flowers in
the flower market is com-
pletely free for poor farm-
ers. Middlemen are being
completely eliminated and
contracts are being made
directly between the corpo-
ration and farmers. The
Municipal Corporation
Deputy Tehsildar personally
distributes garlands and
flowers.We are contacting
vendors and farmers and
connecting them to this
transparent process.
Preparations are underway
to keep it. Middlemen are
being completely eliminated
and contracts are being
made directly between the
corporation and the farmers.
The Deputy Tehsildar of the
Municipal Corporation him-
self is contacting garland-

flower sellers and farmers
and connecting them with
this transparent process.
This will give about 500
farmers and small traders
the right to exploitation-free
trade. This land belongs to
the Defence Estate
Department and is under the
management of the corpora-
tion. The corporation clari-
fied that any activity against
the rules will not be tolerat-
ed in the market premises. If
in future anyone tries to ille-
gally occupy this govern-
ment land or tries to intimi-
date the farmers, strict legal
action will be taken against
him and an FIR will be reg-
istered. Municipal
Commissioner Himanshu
Nagpal stated that this ini-
tiative was taken to root out
the illegal extortion that pre-
viously occurred in the mar-
ket. Farmers should contact
the corporation directly and
obtain legal recognition by
signing contracts. This will
allow them to conduct their
business without fear and

strengthen the corporation
system. Meanwhile,
Assistant Municipal
Commissioner Anil Yadav
appealed to farmers to com-
plete the contract process as
soon as possible for their
own safety and legal recog-
nition. After the contract is
signed, no farmer will be
allowed to sign.If in future
anyone tries to illegally
occupy this government
land or tries to intimidate
the farmers, strict legal
action will be taken against
him and an FIR will be reg-
istered.
Municipal Commissioner
Himanshu Nagpal stated
that this initiative has been
taken to eradicate the illegal
extortion that previously
occurred in the market.
Farmers should contact the
corporation directly and
obtain legal recognition by
signing contracts. This will
allow them to conduct their
business without fear and
strengthen the corporation
system.

Jalkal surcharge waived on res-
idential and mixed buildings

Chandauli

Former Syedaraja
MLA Manoj Singh W
said that youth are the
future of the country
and the promises made
with the future of the
country should never
be forgotten. There
was a promise to the
youth of the race in
Dhanapur, which was
postponed due to
inclement weather,
which is being ful-
filled today. The zeal
and enthusiasm of the
youth gathered at
Dhanapur sports
ground showed that
they just need an
opportunity, which the
government has failed
to provide. The public
representatives to
whom these youth and
their families voted
and gave them the
power of power, failed

to provide them the
opportunity to serve
the country. Former
MLA Manoj Singh W
said these things while
addressing the race
program organized at
Amarveer Inter
College, Dhanapur.He
said that the fight
being fought for the
youth will continue in
future also. He assured
that after returning to
power, work will be

done to get the youth
recruited in the army
again, so that the
youth can fulfill their
dream of joining the
army. Providing better
education and employ-
ment to the youth is a
priority. During this,
there were six rounds
of race each in boys
and girls category.
Manoj Singh W hon-
ored Babulal of
Chanhata, who stood

first in the said compe-
tition, by giving him a
motorcycle and
Manisha Rai of
Jamunipur, who stood
first in the girls' cate-
gory with a scooty. Six
boys and six girls were
given bicycles. Apart
from this, shields,
medals and cash were
awarded to the candi-
dates who stood sec-
ond and third. Along
with this, the former

MLA assured the
youth that next year a
race competition will
be organized again, in
which 25 boys and
girls will be provided
bicycles and five boys
and girls each will be
provided motorcycles.
Along with this, four-
wheeler vehicles will
be provided to the
boys and girls who
come first in the
raceOn this occasion,
Ramjanam Yadav,
Ramesh Yadav, Meraj
Khan Laddu,
Shahalam Khan,
Janaki Yadav, Sahre
Alam Khan, Ramdhani
Yadav, Sandeep Gupta,
Akhilesh Singh,
Suryapal Singh,
Rajneesh Singh,
Suresh Yadav,
Ramdulare Kanojia,
Mahngu Ram etc. were
present. Conducted by
Atif Khan.

After returning to power, work
will be done to recruit the youth
again in the army- Manoj Singh 

11th Meeting of Banke Bihari Temple High Powered

Management Committee Held

The accused who took payment
by making fake bills of the 

company was arrested

Flower market will be free for farm-

ers, the game of middlemen will end
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Prayagraj. The Mela adminis-
tration and district administra-
tion held a joint press confer-
ence on Monday to clarify the
situation regarding the allega-
tions made by Swami
Avimukteshwaranand. Officials
stated that there is no provision
to provide Swami
Avimukteshwaranand with the
protocol of a Shankaracharya as
per the Supreme Court's order.
Previously, he was not provided
with any special facilities as a
Shankaracharya during the
Magh Mela either.Divisional
Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal, Police Commissioner
Jogendra Kumar, District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma, and Mela Officer
Rishiraj were present at the
press conference held in the
auditorium of the Mela
Authority office. The officials
responded to the allegations
made by the Shankaracharya
point by point.Divisional
Commissioner Soumya Agarwal
explained that due to the exces-
sive crowd at the Sangam ghat,
he was stopped from proceed-
ing further for security reasons.
He was repeatedly requested to
alight from his chariot and go

for the holy dip on foot, but he
refused. If he had gone to the
ghat, a stampede could have
occurred, therefore, he was not
given permission.District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma said that the administra-
tion is following the order
passed by the Supreme Court
on October 14, 2022. Providing

any special facilities contrary to
this would be a violation of the
court's order.Mela Officer
Rishiraj clarified that Swami
Avimukteshwaranand has never
been given the protocol of a
Shankaracharya, nor has a camp
been allotted to him in the Mela
as a Shankaracharya. He stated
that the path of devotees was

blocked for three hours, which
created a tense situation.Police
Commissioner Jogendra Kumar
said that there was considerable
pressure exerted for a long time
regarding his refusal to go on
foot, which led to a struggle. To
avoid a stampede, some people
were separated from the crowd.
He said that no one was beaten

by the police and CCTV
footage is available. The safety
of millions of devotees is para-
mount, and no risk can be taken
to provide a VIP bath to any-
one. Chaos during the press
conferenceDuring the press
conference, officials started
leaving while the media was
asking questions, which angered

the journalists and led to a com-
motion. 
Seeing the situation escalating,
the officials returned after a
short while and answered the
journalists' questions. However,
the officials appeared to evade
the tough questions by saying
they would conduct an investi-
gation.

Shankaracharya Protocol: Officials' Response: 

No Provision Under Supreme Court Order
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Ghazipur. A unique scene of
dignity, joy, and unity among
advocates was witnessed at
the Mohammadabad Munsif
Court complex in the district
when the oath-taking ceremo-
ny of the newly elected office
bearers of the Civil Bar
Association for the year 2026
was held in a highly dignified
atmosphere. This program,
adorned with a blend of judi-
cial decorum, social con-
cerns, and respect for advo-
cates, became memorable for
all those present.The ceremo-
ny was graced by the pres-
ence of the Honorable
Dharmendra Kumar Pandey

(District and Sessions Judge,
Ghazipur) as the chief guest
and the Honorable Nutan
Dwivedi (Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Ghazipur) as the
special guest. Their presence,
along with that of renowned
social worker Meera Rai and
a large number of advocates,
further enhanced the dignity
of the ceremony.The program
commenced with the lighting
of a lamp before the image of
Goddess Saraswati, which
filled the entire complex with
positivity and energy.
Following this, the guests
were warmly welcomed with
shawls and garlands. The pro-
gram was effectively con-
ducted by advocate Satyendra

Kumar Rai, while senior
advocate Prem Prakash Rai
presided over the
ceremony.During the oath-
taking ceremony, the newly
elected office bearers of the
Civil Bar Association—
President Subhash Chandra
Singh Yadav, Vice President
Shyama Pandey, Secretary
Saurabh Sahay, Joint
Secretary Shivanand Singh,
and Treasurer Sheikh Irshad
Alam Mehndi—were admin-
istered the oath of office and
secrecy by the chief guest.
All the office bearers pledged
to protect the interests of the
advocates, uphold judicial
values, and develop the Bar
Association into a strong

platform.
In their addresses, the

guests described the advo-
cates as the strong backbone
of the justice system and
urged the newly elected team
to work with impartiality,
dedication, and mutual coop-
eration. At the conclusion of
the ceremony, President Prem
Prakash Rai expressed his
gratitude to all the guests,
advocates, and the assembled
gathering.
This oath-taking ceremony,
full of harmony, trust, and
renewed enthusiasm, con-
veyed a message of a new
beginning towards a bright
and strong future for the Civil
Bar Association. 
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Prayagraj. Following the
conclusion of the Mauni
Amavasya bathing festi-
val, the railway adminis-
tration has lifted all
restrictions imposed at
the city's stations until
further notice. This has
been implemented with
immediate effect.
Following this decision,
passenger movement has
resumed from both sides
of Prayagraj Junction.  A
day before the Mauni
Amavasya bathing festi-
val, the Prayagraj divi-

sion of North Central
Railway had imposed sev-
eral restrictions at stations
including Prayagraj
Junction, Prayagraj
Chhivki, Subedarganj, and
Naini Junction. Due to the
implementation of single-
direction entry at these
stations, entry from one
side and exit from the
other had been in effect
since January 17th. These
restrictions were supposed
to remain in place until
January 20th. This was
causing considerable
inconvenience to passen-
gers. At Prayagraj

Junction, entry was
allowed from the city side
and exit from the Civil
Lines side. This forced
passengers to take a long
detour. However, all
restrictions have now been
lifted. Regarding this,
Amit Kumar Singh, PRO
of the Prayagraj division,
said that there is now nor-
mal passenger movement
at the stations. Therefore,
the restrictions have been
lifted with immediate
effect. He added that if the
crowd increases, necessary
restrictions may be reim-
posed.

Enter Prayagraj Junction from both sides now, all restrictions lifted

Auraiya

Nearly five dozen eld-
erly residents of
Madhav Happy Old
Age Home, located in
Aanepur area of
Auraiya city, were pro-
vided with woollen
clothes to protect them
from the ongoing cold
wave. Jackets and
sweaters were distrib-
uted as part of a wel-
fare initiative aimed at
ensuring the well-being
of senior citizens.

Woollen Clothes

Distributed to

Elderly at Old Age

Home
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Ghazipur. The Nandganj police station

of the district arrested two accused per-

sons with two country-made pistols of

.315 bore and two live cartridges of .315

bore.In a campaign against crime and

criminals, on January 18, 2026, Sub-

Inspector Santosh Kumar Yadav, along

with his team, arrested two accused per-

sons, Rahul Dubey alias Shyam Narayan

Dubey son of Kedar Dubey and

Chandrashekhar Chauhan son of Awadh

Narayan Chauhan, near the Mudarbha

canal bridge during a checking operation

based on information from a confidential

informant. They were found in posses-

sion of one country-made pistol of .315

bore and one live cartridge of .315 bore

each. More than a dozen cases under var-

ious sections have been registered

against them in Ghazipur district and

several other districts. In this regard, a

case has been registered at the local

police station under FIR No. 21/2026,

Section 3/25 of the Arms Act, and fur-

ther legal action is being taken.The

police team that made the arrest included

Sub-Inspector Santosh Kumar Yadav and

his team.

Nandganj Police Take Major Action:

Two Notorious Criminals Arrested

with Illegal Pistols and Ammunition

Grand Display of Unity Among Advocates at Munsif Court

Complex, Newly Elected Office Bearers Take Oath

The Mela administration and district administration held a joint

press conference on Monday
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In a strongly worded state-
ment, Government of India
has condemned and refuted
the findings of the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom report as
“biased and politically moti-
vated, and continuation of
persistent attempts to misrep-
resent isolated incidents and
cast aspersions on India’s
vibrant multicultural society
which reflects USCIRF’s delib-
erate agenda rather than a
genuine concern for religious
freedom”.   Though this is not
the first time such reports
have painted India as a coun-

try highly intolerant of its reli-
gious minorities, the 2025
report is the first time a rec-
ommendation has been made
for India to be designated as
“country of particular con-
cern”. It alleges that minorities
in India are facing ‘deteriorat-
ing treatment’. Fifteen other
countries, including
Afghanistan, Russia, China,
Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia,
have been found to be treating
their respective minorities
badly. Three aspects of this
report should be of concern to
New Delhi, and it should be
brought to the attention of

those the report is supposedly
submitted to. The first is the
report’s mention of the assas-
sination of separatist Sikh ele-
ments in Canada posing as
members of the Sikh religious
community and the alleged
attempt on the life of another
Khalistani separatist. “The
Indian government also con-
tinued to expand its repressive
tactics to target religious
minorities abroad, specifically
members of the Sikh commu-
nity and their advocates…
International reporting and
intelligence from the Canadian
government corroborated alle-

gations linking an official in
India’s Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) and six diplomats
to the 2023 assassination
attempt of an American Sikh
activist in New York,” the
report has said. It’s important
to note that these radical ele-
ments do not represent the
Sikh community. 
While the Government of
India has categorically rejected
the allegation, the Canadian
government and the prosecut-
ing authorities in the then
Biden dispensation initiated
legal actions against Indian
officials.

It delivered two Ming-class submarines to
Bangladesh in 2017, gifted a P625 frigate to Sri
Lanka in 2019, and committed to exporting
Yuan-class submarines to Thailand. Although
the Thai deal encountered difficulties when
Germany refused to supply key propulsion
components. Thailand decided to proceed with
the acquisition, underscoring China’s persist-
ence in maintaining its naval export commit-
ments. Additionally, Pakistan is set to acquire at
least eight Hangor-class submarines and other
naval equipment from Beijing, further enhanc-
ing China’s presence in the region. India has
increasingly aligned itself with Western naval
powers to address maritime challenges
through collaborative efforts. France was
among its earliest Western partners, and the
countries’ cooperation has grown stronger over
time. India also participates in joint maritime
missions with European nations and European
Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) initiatives such
as Operation Atlanta and Aspides.
Furthermore, India contributes to significant
maritime security dialogues such as the
Coordinated Maritime Presence (CMP) and
Enhancing Security Cooperation In And With
Asia (ESIWA). India’s 2023 inclusion in the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), led by the
US Central Command, underscores its dedica-
tion to enhancing collaborative security in the
western Indian Ocean. The IFC-IOR exemplifies
India’s commitment to collective security, even
though it remains a preliminary step toward a
more robust maritime security framework.
Advancing to the next level will require India to
engage in the technically complex task of real-
time information sharing through secure legal
frameworks beyond Open-Source Intelligence
(OSINT). The Quad’s Indo-Pacific Maritime
Domain Awareness (IPMDA) initiative high-
lights the challenges in achieving seamless
data-sharing capabilities. To counter hybrid
threats and protect critical infrastructure, India
must prioritise sharing vital intelligence and
deploying unmanned systems for coordinated
surveillance. Strengthening such partnerships
will bolster India’s naval capabilities and con-
tribute to broader maritime security across the
Indian Ocean Region. The commissioning of
new naval platforms marks a significant mile-
stone for India but also highlights persistent
challenges, particularly in achieving technolog-
ical self-reliance in engine manufacturing.
Although the INS Surat, INS Nilgiri, and INS
Vagsheer were designed by India’s Warship
Design Bureau and built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited, their engines were pro-
cured from foreign manufacturers, exposing a
critical dependence on external sources. INS
Surat, the fourth and final ship of the P15B
Guided Missile Destroyer Project, employs a
Combined Gas Turbine and Gas Turbine
(COGAG) propulsion system. This system uses
Me6E and DT-59 reversible engines sourced
from Ukraine’s Zorya Mashproekt, a key suppli-
er for India’s frontline warships. Despite the
ongoing war in Ukraine, India has continued to
rely on Zorya, underscoring the critical nature
of this dependence. To secure the supply chain,
Bharat Forge acquired a 51 per cent stake in
Zorya’s India arm in 2023. Similarly, INS Nilgiri,
the first ship of the P17A Stealth Frigate
Project, launched in 2019, uses a Combined
Diesel and Gas (CODAG) propulsion system.
This system incorporates LM2500 engines from
General Electric in the US and MAN diesel
engines from Germany, further emphasising
India’s reliance on imported technology
despite its strong indigenous design
capabilities. INS Vagsheer, the
sixth and final submarine of the
P75 Scorpene project devel-
oped in collaboration with
France, also depends on

With tax revenue growth
slowing in the last few
months, the possibility of an
upside earlier expected on
the revenue front may be
receding rapidly. Revenue
expenditure is also rising at a
rate higher than the budget-
ed 6 per cent. If the fiscal
deficit target of 4.9 per cent
of gross domestic product
(GDP) has to be met for
2024-25, which the govern-
ment must in view of the
uncertainties and challenges
emerging both domestically
and globally, the finance
ministry may see in the com-
position of the current year’s
capex a sliver of hope. The
finance ministry should not
spend ~0.83 trillion for equi-
ty infusion into BSNL.
Instead, it should ask the
telephone company to raise
resources from the market.
The ministry should also
desist from spending the
remaining ~0.6 trillion ear-
marked for capital allocation
to new schemes. Saving
about ~1.43 trillion (a little
less than half a percent of
GDP) will be a cushion
against other expenditure
slippages and revenue short-
fall. Not too many tears
would be shed for a squeeze
on capex if the hit is primari-
ly on infusing equity into a
state-owned enterprise and
on new schemes that are yet
to be announced. Quite iron-
ically, a slowdown in the gov-
ernment’s capex may well
turn out to be an opportuni-
ty.
capital expenditure (capex)

continues to be a cause for
concern. Of course, the
extent of its decline has
reduced somewhat — from
35 per cent at the end of the

first quarter of the current
financial year to 15 per cent
at the end of six months. But
the latest number for the
April-November 2024-25
period shows that the Union
government’s capex was still
12 per cent lower than what
it was in the same period of
2023-24. Instead of aiming
for the targeted 17 per cent
growth to ~11.11 trillion in
capex for 2024-25, the gov-
ernment will have to strive
hard to at least cross the fig-
ure of ~9.48 trillion reached
last year. What has led to this
decline? A widely held view
is that the seven-phase gen-
eral elections, which began
on April 19 and ended on
June 1 last year, caused a
slowdown in capex. But if
that indeed is the reason, the
decline in capex in the first
quarter should have been
reversed in the second quar-
ter of 2024-25. And certainly,
the first two months of the
third quarter should have
raised the trajectory of capex
growth to a higher level.
There has been some
improvement, but a 12 per
cent decline in the April-
November 2024-25 period is
no comfort. Look at the
slightly different trajectory
seen in the Union govern-
ment’s revenue expenditure
growth during the same peri-
od. The Budget for 2024-25
had projected a rise of over 6
per cent to ~37.1 trillion in
revenue expenditure. At the
end of June 2024, the growth
was just about 2 per cent,
but it has been rising since
then, reaching 4.2 per cent
by the end of the first six
months of 2024-25 and
climbing even higher to 7.8
per cent during April-

November 2024-25. So, if
revenue expenditure has
gained momentum, why has
capex failed to follow suit? A
close analysis of the govern-
ment’s capex numbers pres-
ents an interesting picture.
Over 90 per cent of the
Centre’s total capex during
2024-25 was accounted for
by just six sectors — roads,
railways, defence, telecom,
transfer to states and new
schemes. Their share in total
capex in 2023-24 was a little
less at 87 per cent. But the
12 per cent decline in the
first eight months of 2024-25
is primarily the result of a
marked slowdown in only
two of these six areas —
roads and defence, which
accounted for over 40 per
cent of the total capex outlay
for 2024-25. Capex on the
construction of roads and
highways fell by 16 per cent,
while defence saw a decline
of 15 per cent. This is serious
and has worrying implica-
tions for both infrastructure
and defence. The problem of
slowing expenditure in these
two areas should not have
been difficult to fix. Either
effective monitoring of
spending is lacking, or there
are serious problems with
project execution, reflecting
the poor expenditure-
absorbing capacity of these
two sectors. This is borne out
by a relatively good perform-
ance of the Indian Railways,
which accounts for over 22
per cent of this year’s capex.
At ~1.68 trillion, the Indian
Railways’ capex is just about
1 per cent lower than its
spending during April-
November 2023. With regard
to the transfer of special
assistance as loans to states

for their capex and addition-
al central assistance for their
externally aided projects, the
Union government’s per-
formance was slightly better.
In the April-November 2024-
25 period, these transfers
rose by about 5 per cent,
although much lower than
the budgeted increase of 41
per cent. 

In contrast, such trans-
fers during the entire 2023-
24 had risen sharply by
about 24 per cent to ~1.15
trillion. It appears that these
transfers will take a hit in the
current year and for the first
time since this initiative to
help states boost their capex
was undertaken a couple of
years ago. Significantly, this
has not yet adversely impact-
ed the states in a big way.
The capex of 25 states
(accounting for 95 per cent
of all the states’ and Union
territories’ total capex budg-
et) has risen by just about 1
per cent in the April-
November 2024-25 period,
although states like Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Mizoram, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and West
Bengal saw their capex fall by
varying margins. Eventually,
however, this will have an
adverse impact on the states’
capex programme and its
growth-enhancing effect.
There are two more sectors
that account for another 13
per cent of the Centre’s capi-
tal expenditure budget. But
they bring out an intriguing
aspect of why the govern-
ment’s capex has been slow-
ing. They suffer from a pecu-
liar problem, which has noth-
ing to do with either the rel-
evant sectors’ expenditure-

absorbing capacity or the
absence of effective expendi-
ture monitoring. The bulk of
the capex under telecommu-
nications was meant for
infusing equity into state-
owned Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd, or BSNL. Of the
total capex of ~0.84 trillion,
the proposed amount for
BSNL’s equity infusion
accounted for as much as
~0.83 trillion. 
But the total expenditure u
nder this head in the first

eight months of 2024-25 is
only 6 percent of what has
been budgeted. In other
words, a decision to transfer
the equity amount promised
to BSNL would increase the
government’s capex by a sig-
nificant margin. Why this
money has not been trans-
ferred is puzzling. 

ast year, against a budgeted
BSNL equity infusion of ~0.53
trillion, the actual infusion
was higher at ~0.65 trillion.
This year, no action on this
front even after eight
months is a puzzle as this
failure also contributes sig-
nificantly to the decline in
the Centre’s capex. More
importantly, the Budget for
2024-25 had allocated a sig-
nificant amount of ~0.66 tril-
lion for capex on central sec-
tor schemes and projects. Of
this, a large chunk, estimated
at ~0.62 trillion, was ear-
marked for new schemes
that the government would
announce during the year.
However, in the first eight
months of the current year,
only 4 percent of that total
outlay has been used up,
leaving ~0.63 trillion yet to
be spent. It is likely that the
government.

Extension of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for solar ener-
gy value chain, increased allocation
towards PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee
Yojana, and greater thrust to distri-
bution and transmission infrastruc-
ture are likely to be the key features
of the upcoming Budget, as far as the
energy sector is concerned. Sources
said these proposals figured not only
in the budget wish lists of the indus-
try, but also in the respective recom-
mendations from the ministries of
power and renewable energy to the
finance ministry , ahead of the
Budget. “Given the success of PM
Suryaghar scheme with almost
600,000 installations in just nine
months since its launch, one could
probably see additional allocation to
target more households,” said
Ashwin Jacob, partner at Deloitte
India. “As far as evacuation of power
from offshore wind projects is con-
cerned, we would want to see the
VGF or budgetary support to contin-
ue or get enhanced,” he added. “We
hope to see a decisive increase in
funding to accelerate the green ener-
gy transition. Priorities must include
scaling renewable energy by address-
ing grid and transmission challenges,
advancing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) for grid stability and
reliable power, doubling energy effi-
ciency and digitalizing the energy
sector through AI, smart meters, and
data-driven solutions. Streamlining
rooftop solar programs with simpli-
fied approvals, financing, and moni-
toring is equally vital,” said Saurabh
Kumar, Vice President – India, Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet
(GEAPP). Sharat Goyal, CEO of
Impact Infracap also expects the gov-
ernment to remove restrictions on
state wise caps on roof top capacity
for net-metering for industrial estab-
lishments. “Further, adoption of bat-
teries to substitute use of diesel gen-
erators for back-up power should
receive incentives and policy support

given their role in reducing depend-
ence on imports,” he said. While the
government is increasingly working
towards enhancing the country’s RE
capacity, the distribution and trans-
mission infrastructure for its evacua-
tion still needs to be strengthened.
With the peak demand for power
growing at a rate of 8-9% annually,
the industry is looking forward to
strengthening of climate resilient
infrastructure augmentation. “One
can expect new allocations towards
augmentation of power distribution
infrastructure, especially in high den-
sity/ urban load centres, in view of
the sharp rise in peak demand over
the last few years,” said Anujesh
Dwivedi, Partner at Deloitte India. He
noted that there may be some allo-
cation towards supporting the
preparatory work especially on the
listing of power utilities, or some
incentive mechanism for promoting
initiatives on private sector participa-
tion or listing of utilities at the state
level because they are increasingly
being seen as the much needed
structural reforms the sector needs.
The industry is optimistic of a wider
coverage of the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme by
including smart metering in infra-
structure definition.
“This would direct more financing

for a sector which seeks to bring
down India’s transmission and distri-
bution losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,” Goyal
said. Goyal also noted that power
transmission despite significant
potential has not seen any notable
monetisation events which could
address the latent investor demand.
“Government should announce a
time-bound privatisation programme
for assets owned by PGCIL,” he said.
The sector also sees the PLI scheme
for solar value chain to continue with
possible reduction in the duty struc-
tures for solar equipment. Jacob
highlighted.

These proposals figured not only

in the budget 

On January 20, 1981, on the day
Ronald Reagan took over as the new
US president, Iran freed 52 American
hostages it had been holding for over
a year. That projected Reagan as a
strong leader sending a powerful sig-
nal to US allies and its foes. His pred-
ecessor, Jimmy Carter, did all the
negotiations and tried his best to
have the hostages released while he
was still the president. But Tehran
would not let him take the glory.
Forty-four years on, Donald Trump is
taking the credit for the Gaza cease-
fire deal, which will come into effect a
day before his inauguration, cement-
ing his reputation as a tough leader.
Biden can say that the deal happened
under his watch. But there is no
doubt that it was Trump whose pres-
sure led to achieve the goal. He
declared on his social media platform
Truth Social: “This EPIC ceasefire
agreement could have only hap-
pened as a result of our Historic
Victory in November, as it signalled to
the entire World that my

Administration would seek Peace and
negotiate deals to ensure the safety
of all Americans, and our Allies.” Days
after he threatened that there better
be a Gaza deal by his January 20 inau-
guration or “all hell would break out”,
his special envoy to the Middle East,
Steven Witkoff, landed in Tel Aviv last
Saturday. It was the Sabbath, the day
of rest for Jews. But Witkoff insisted
on meeting the Israeli Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, that day. At
their meeting, he conveyed Trump's
message that the incoming President
of the United States wanted to end
the Gaza war and demanded that a
ceasefire agreement be signed imme-
diately. The format of the three-stage
deal announced on Wednesday was
proposed by Biden in May last year
and was later also endorsed by the
UN Security Council. But both Hamas
and Israel kept dragging the negotia-
tions over it. In Isreal, Netanyahu
refused to give any concessions to
Hamas and continued with his brute
military operation in Gaza.

Will Israel-Hamas Ceasefire
Really Lead To Peace?

India’s reliance on import-

ed technology despite its

strong indigenous

BSNL would increase the government’s

capex by a significant margin

Government of India has categorically
rejected the allegation
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Sebi to attract rural investors
with MF-life insurance

Delhi: Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch stated that
the regulator will offer mutual fund schemes with
term life insurance. She added the FDA will soon
release a combo product consultation paper. Puri
Buch said the MF-insurance combo targets
investors, particularly rural ones, where SIPs have
great potential but low investment values."We
are now proposing to come out with a consulta-
tion paper again, to try and include insurance
pure and simple vanilla life, term life insurance,
along with our mutual funds, which is our main
product for financial inclusion, and so that we are
able to go, including to people where we have
very, very low value SIPs coming from the hinter-
land, and to be able to offer them a combo prod-
uct of term life insurance along with the mutual
fund investment," said Buch.UTI Mutual Fund
offers life insurance and tax savings. This 1971
program has a portfolio value of Rs 5,434 crore in
December 2024. Even if existing investors can
invest, UTIMF's website revealed no new applica-
tions for the schemes. 

Delhi: The 
Parliamentary panel on com-
munications and information
technology, led by BJP law-
maker Nishikant Dubey, will
recommend that the Union
government form the Media
Council of India to regulate
print, television, and online
media, sources said. A senior
panelist suggested an
umbrella body because the
same content occurs across
platforms. You work for a
paper. The Press Council of
India oversees your newspa-
per articles. No regulation
exists for the identical story
in the paper's online edi-
tion.” There is no central reg-
ulator for online material,
but two groups regulate print
and electronic media. The
Press Council of India, a
statutory quasi-judicial

autonomous authority estab-
lished by Parliament, pro-
tects press freedom and
improves newspaper and
news agency standards
.Among other major media
regulatory reforms, the
panel, which addressed fake
news extensively  will recom-
mend this.In the discussion,

Dubey added, “Paid news is
rampant. Illiterate and
gullible individuals think
alike. Without strict regula-
tions, ethical boundaries are
crossed. Investigative jour-
nalism is discouraged by
expensive and lengthy legal
fights for journalists and
media corporations.

IT panel to propose TV, print, online media umbrella

Delhi: After the hack,
WhatsApp issued
Paragon a cease-and-
desist letter . WhatsApp
stated it “will continue
to protect people’s abil-
ity to communicate pri-
vately.” Paragon would-
n't comment.
WhatsApp officials
reported a hacking
attempt on 90 users. A
number of civil society
and media figures were
targeted, although the
official did not specify
who or where. He said
WhatsApp has stopped
the hacking and was
referring targets to
Citizen Lab. Officials
would not reveal how
they determined

Paragon was responsi-
ble for the hack. He
claimed law enforce-
ment and industry part-
ners were informed but
declined to elaborate.
Paragon sells high-end
surveillance software
to government clients,
claiming it is essential
to combating crime and
defending national
security. 
However, journalists,
activists, opposition

politicians, and at least
50 US officials have
found surveillance
capabilities on their
phones, raising fears
about the technology's
unregulated expansion.
Paragon, which was
apparently acquired by
Florida-based invest-
ment group AE
Industrial Partners last
month, has strived to
identify as a responsi-
ble industry actor.

Delhi : The ministry of
electronics and IT
(Meity) announced
that the Union gov-
ernment has amended
the Aadhaar rules to
allow private entities
to use Aadhaar
authentication for
service delivery. The
amendments aim to
give residents “ease of
living” and “better
access to
s e r v i c es ”. M i n i s t r y
Notified Aadhaar
Authentication for
Good Governance
(Social Welfare,
I n n o v a t i o n ,
Knowledge) 
Amendment Rules,
2025, revising 2020
rules.     “The amend-
ment allows govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment entities to use
Aadhaar authentica-
tion, promoting trust-
ed transactions for
both providers and
users,” stated the
announcement. It
stated that the
amendment will make
non-government e-
commerce, travel,
tourism, hospitality,
and health services
easier to use.

The 2020 rules
allowed the Centre to

allow Aadhaar
authentication only
“in the interest of
good governance, pre-
venting leakage of
public funds, promot-
ing ease of living of
residents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them” to use
digital platforms for
good governance,
social welfare benefit
dissipation preven-
tion, and innovation
and knowledge dis-
semination. The
amendments
removed "in the inter-
est of good gover-
nance, preventing
leakage of public
funds access to servic-
es for them" and
added "promoting
ease of living of resi-
dents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them" as the
fourth purpose,
expanding the reasons
for authentication.

Prasanna S, the
Supreme Court's
advocate-on-record
who challenged
Aadhaar's constitu-
tionality, called the
expansion the "spec-
tre of a surveillance
state", "unwarranted"
and in violation of the
top court's ruling that
struck down Section
57 of the Aadhaar Act,
2016 to bar private
entities from using
authentication servic-
es. The 2025 Rules
change contradicts
the five-judge
Supreme Court ruling
in Puttaswamy v
Union of India (2018).
Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016
prohibiting private
entities from employ-
ing authentication
services was over-
turned. He claimed
this amendment prac-
tically re-legislates
what was ruled down.

Privatized entities can employ

Aadhar authentication

A survey found that
58% of manufacturing
businesses were owned
by women in 2023-24,
up 4% from the previ-
ous year.The Annual
Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
2023-24 found that
28.1% of workers were
women. More than
one-third (33.7%) of
OAES' workforce is
female in OAEs (owned
a c c o u n t
enterprises).Female-
owned businesses rose
to 26.2% in 2023-24
from 22.9% in and 9.7%
to 14.2% in other serv-
ices. Female workers
comprised 18.5% of
recruited workers.
Female workers were

most prevalent in man-
ufacturing (46.5%), fol-
lowed by other services
(22.5%) and trade.West
Bengal has the most
female workers
(12.7%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (10.4%)
and Maharashtra (9.7%)
in ASUSE 2023-24. West
Bengal and
Maharashtra have the
most rural and urban
female workers, at 16%
and 13%,

respectively.Non-incor-
porated non-far estab-
lishments are not regis-
tered under the
Companies Act 1956 or
the 2013 Act.

Every fourth
proprietary establish-
ment in India was
owned by a woman.
Women run one-third
of private businesses in
Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and West
Bengal.

Delhi: The Economic
Survey supports allowing
manufacturers to average
legally capped working
hours over three weeks or
longer rather than week-
by-week. Industry cap-
tains want larger hours. It
claims that agile regula-
tions will assist manage-
ment satisfy production

demands and grow."New
Labour Laws are an
improvement. With flexi-
ble legislation and com-
petent implementation,
firms may develop and
create more jobs. "They
protect labor rights and
boost wages," it stated.
The Survey complained
that labor laws like the

Factories Act (1948) limit
working hours to 48 per
week, whereas other
nations "allow these caps
to be averaged over mul-
tiple days and weeks". It
said India's working hour
laws impede manufactur-
ers from satisfying
demand and competing .
globally.  

Public infrastructure spend-

ing rises, but private sector

participation falls

WhatsApp claims Israeli spy-

ware Paragon targets users

Health and wealth benefit

from flexible work hours

Women own almost 50% of small

manufacturing businesses

As medicare policy rates sky-
rocket for seniors over 60,
Irdai has ordered insurers not
to raise senior people' health
premiums by more than 10%
without approval. Before can-
celing senior health coverage,
insurers must get regulator
clearance. As healthcare
prices rise, insurers are

advised to standardize hospi-
tal empanelment and negoti-

ate package rates like the gov-
ernment's PM Jan Arogya
Yojana. Irdai reported a large
increase in prices for various
health insurance policies for
subscribers over 60. Premium
rates depend on projected
claims, administrative expen-
ditures, and acquisition costs,
the regulator said. Private

insurance doesn't standardize
hospitalization expenses,
unlike PMJAY, which negoti-
ates consistent package rates,
which drives these rises.
Seniors have reported virtual-
ly doubling their costs when
entering a higher age category
during an insurer's pricing
change. 

Delhi: Three sources
intimately involved in
the process said India's
six-year-old Agricul-
tural Export Policy
(AEP) will be over-
hauled as export desti-
nations vary and the
country's farm export
basket diversifies. The
planned study will
improve Indian agricul-
tural products' com-
petitiveness, assure
global standards com-
pliance, and promote
value-added products.
The officials quoted
above added on condi-
tion of anonymity that
it will also aim to
enhance commercial
links with emerging
countries while main-

taining strong partner-
ships with old part-
ners. "Our agricultural
exports have grown
over the past five
years. We must exam-
ine the policy to match
export targets with
market demands. One
of the three persons
cited above claimed

the agriculture min-
istry will assist with the
review and set a dead-
line. India was the
eighth-largest agricul-
tural exporter in 2023
despite a drop from
$51.12 billion to
$48.77 billion in FY24.
Recently, changing
global demand pat-

terns, trading partners,
and agricultural tech-
nology have changed
how and where agri-
cultural products are
sold. Two newly
appointed MPC mem-
bers have revived the
Economic Survey's dis-

cussion on removing
food inflation from
monetary policy. Q2
GDP growth and
November food infla-
tion may have
unnerved MPC out-
siders.

Redesigning agri export policies

Delhi: The 2024-25
Economic Survey deliv-
ered to Parliament
found that India still
struggles with infra-
structure development
despite government
efforts. The union gov-
ernment's capital
investment on major
infrastructure sectors
grew 38.8% from FY20
to FY24, although pri-
vate sector participa-
tion in core areas
remained low, accord-
ing to the survey.“India
needs a continued step-
up of infrastructure
investment over the
next two decades to
sustain a high rate of
growth,” the research
says. The National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) program has met
its FY22-24 objective of
4.30 lakh crore with
transactions totaling
3.86 lakh crore. 
In Q1 FY25, average
monthly capital spend-

ing dropped to 0.60
lakh crore from 0.66
lakh crore in July-
November 2024.
Railway network expan-

sion remained constant
at 2,000 kilometers,
with 17 Vande Bharat
train pairs and 228 car-
riages added.

Delhi: 100% FDI will attract
new capital, as multinationals
can now invest without worry-
ing about control or Indian
partners. The capital gains tax
rate of 12% applies to ULIP pro-
ceeds, which do not benefit
from tax exemptions, instead of
the higher marginal tax rate of
30%. Crop cover reinsurance is
exempt from service tax, and
the threshold for tax deduction
at source on insurance commis-
sion has risen from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 20,000. M Nagraju, financial
services secretary, said the FDI
relaxation was one of the sug-
gested insurance measures.
, and the modifications would

Foreign insurers
gain ownership

via 100% FDI

Price pressure caps senior citizen health premium hikes at 10%

Delhi :The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) with a 16,300 crore
expenditure and a projected 18,000 crore invest-
ment from PSUs and other businesses. "Several
crucial decisions have created new scientific and
technology prospects for our children, future
generations, and the economy. Minister told a
Cabinet briefing that PM Modi the National
Critical Minerals Mission today.

The National Critical Mineral Mission

gets 16,300 crore from the cabinet

Delhi: Thirteen busi-
nesses, including sig-
nificant producers of
alcohol, tobacco, and
paan masala, have
received notifications
from the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) for
using surrogate adver-
tising. The dishonest
practice of using the

same brand name to
promote products
that are prohibited
from direct advertis-
ing is known as "surro-
gate advertising."
Pralhad Joshi, the
union minister of con-
sumer affairs, stated
that the CCPA is creat-
ing regulations to con-
trol the issue.

Norms to stop annoying calls and surro-

gate advertisements next month
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