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New Delhi

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, inaugurat-
ing the discussion on
the 150th anniversary
of the national song
Vande Mataram in the
Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday, said that the
discussion on this
immortal work in both
houses of Parliament
will connect future gen-
erations with its true
significance, glory, and
national consciousness.
He emphasized that
Vande Mataram is not
just a song, but an eter-
nal symbol of devotion,
duty, and dedication to
Mother India, which
awakened the nation's
soul during the freedom
struggle. Shah said that
in that era, Vande
Mataram was the rea-
son for the country's
independence, and in
the Amritkaal, it will
become the slogan for
developing and making
the country great. He
clearly stated that those

linking the discussion
on Vande Mataram to
the Bengal elections are
trying to underestimate
its historical and cultur-
al significance, whereas
this issue transcends
politics and is a matter
of national pride.The
Home Minister said
that Vande Mataram

was relevant at the time
of its composition, dur-
ing the freedom move-
ment, today, and will
remain so even in the
creation of a developed
India in 2047. He
explained that during
the freedom struggle,
wherever patriots gath-
ered, every meeting

began with Vande
Mataram. 

Even today,
when brave soldiers
make the supreme sac-
rifice on the border,
only one word is on
their lips: Vande
Mataram.

Opposition to Vande Mataram is in

the blood of the Gandhi family: Shah

New Delhi

On Tuesday, during the
Winter Session of the
Lok Sabha, Congress
MP and Leader of the
Opposition Rahul
Gandhi participated in
the discussion on elec-
toral reforms. Speaking
on Khadi, Rahul
Gandhi said, "The
nation's attire reflects
its image. Khadi is the

spirit of the nation. Our
country is made up of
1.5 billion people. All

the threads of the
nation are the same."
Rahul Gandhi said that

the RSS wants to take
over all institutions.
Nathuram Godse killed
Gandhi. This is an
uncomfortable
truth.During the discus-
sion on electoral
reforms, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
said in the House that
on January 30, 1948,
Mahatma Gandhi was
shot three times in the
chest. Nathuram Godse

assassinated our Father
of the Nation. Today,
our friends have pushed
him away. That is an
uncomfortable truth,
but the project does not
end there. As I said,
everything comes from
votes.
All institutions come
from votes. Therefore,
it is clear that the RSS
must take over all the
institutions that emerge

from them. Rahul
Gandhi said, "Everyone
knows how Vice
Chancellors are
appointed in Indian uni-
versities. He added that
it doesn't matter what a
person's qualifications
are; the only qualifica-
tion is that they be
associated with the
RSS." This sparked an
uproar from members
of the ruling party.

BJP wants to destroy democracy: Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi

During the winter ses-
sion of Parliament, a
meeting of MPs from
the National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) parties was held
in the Parliament com-
plex today. Several
senior leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah,
and Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh, were
present at the meeting.
At the beginning of the
meeting, all MPs col-
lectively felicitated PM
Modi.The country is in
the era of the "Reform
Express," - Prime
Minister ModiAt the
NDA parliamentary
meeting, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said that the

country is now fully in
the era of the "Reform
Express," where
reforms are taking
place rapidly and with
clear intentions. Prime
Minister Modi empha-
sized that the govern-
ment's reforms are
completely citizen-cen-
tric, not merely eco-
nomic or revenue-
focused. 
According to sources,
the aim is to alleviate
the everyday difficul-
ties of the people so
that they can develop
to their full potential.
The Prime Minister
urged MPs to actively
share the real problems
of the common people
so that the Reform
Express can reach
every household and
alleviate everyday dif-
ficulties. 

No law should become a burden

on citizens, govt. reforms should

make life easier: PM Modi

New Delhi

Lawyer Rakesh
Kishore, accused of
throwing a shoe at
Chief Justice BR Gavai
in the Supreme Court
courtroom, faced oppo-
sition from lawyers
today. When Rakesh

Kishore arrived at the
Karkardooma Court on
Tuesday, lawyers
attempted to assault
him. 

In the video, Rakesh
Kishore is seen defend-
ing himself.On the
morning of October
6th, a lawyer named

Rakesh Kishore threw a
shoe at Chief Justice
BR Gavai, but the shoe
failed to reach the
Chief Justice. When he
attempted to throw the
shoe at the Chief
Justice, a Delhi Police
constable present in the
courtroom immediately

apprehended him. As
the police escorted him
from the courtroom, he
loudly declared, "India
will not tolerate the
insult to Sanatan
Dharma." He was hurt
by Chief Justice
Gavai's remarks about
Lord Vishnu. 

Gorakhpur

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath called for
caution against those
who divide society and
the country in the name
of caste, region, and
language, saying that
such people are com-
mitting sins like those
of Jaichand and Mir
Jafar. He said that there
are many people who
want to divide. Some
are dividing in the
name of caste, some in
the name of region, and
some in the name of
language. When these

elements who divide
society and the country
get the opportunity to
come to power, they
think only of them-
selves and their fami-
lies. They buy property,

hotels, and islands
abroad for their fami-
lies. Such people con-
spire to impoverish the
country. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said
that the welfare of soci-

ety and the country can-
not be achieved through
immediate lollipops in
the name of caste,
region, etc. The welfare
of the country will only
be achieved when there
is no discrimination and
there is unity among
all.CM Yogi was
addressing the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the
auditorium with a
capacity of over 1,000,
named after the coun-
try's first CDS (Chief of
Defense Staff), General
Bipin Rawat, at Sainik
School, Gorakhpur on
Tuesday. 

New Delhi

Under a strategy for-
mulated by the Union
Home Ministry, a
strong crackdown on
Maoism is underway.
Since 2019, 1,106
Naxalites have been
killed. Additionally,
7,311 Naxalites have
been arrested, and
5,571 have surrendered.
Since 2014, 9,588
Maoists have surren-
dered, with 2,167 of
these surrenders occur-
ring this year. Due to
the positive results of
various government ini-
tiatives, violent inci-
dents have decreased

by 81 percent in 2024
compared to the peak
in 2010.Union Minister
of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai,
in response to a ques-
tion during a
Parliament session,
stated that Left Wing
Extremists have no
faith in the Indian
Constitution or Indian
democracy. They have

no faith in the founding
principles of the Indian
nation. These Left
Wing Extremists have
killed thousands of
innocent people,
orphaned thousands of
children, and ruined the
lives of thousands of
women. The problem
of Left Wing
Extremism has been
ongoing since 1967.

There was a time when
the entire area from
Pashupatinath to
Tirupati was known as
the "Red Corridor."
Now, that area has
shrunk to a small
extent. Under the able
leadership of the Prime
Minister and the suc-
cessful guidance of the
Home Minister, Left
Wing Extremism will
be eradicated by March
2026. Previous govern-
ments considered Left
Wing Extremism a state
problem, which is why
the central government
did not formulate a
concrete policy against
Left Wing Extremism. 

New Delhi

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has decided to
reduce IndiGo's winter
flights by 5%. This
reduction will result in
a reduction of approxi-
mately 110 flights per
day. IndiGo, the coun-
try's largest airline,
operates approximately
2,200 flights daily. The
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
issued an order on
Tuesday, stating that
following widespread
flight disruptions since

December 1st, private
carrier IndiGo's flight
operations have been
reduced by 5%.
IndiGo's flights across
all sectors have been
cut. The airline has also
been directed to submit
a revised schedule to
the DGCA by 5 pm on
Wednesday.The official
notice issued by the
DGCA to IndiGo states
that under the winter
schedule for November,
the airline was
approved for 15,014
departures per week
and a total of 64,346
flights. 

DGCA cuts IndiGo's win-

ter flight schedule by 5%

New Delhi

The discussion on elec-
toral reforms in the Lok
Sabha was initiated by
Sanjay Jaiswal, a mem-
ber of the Bharatiya
Janata Party from West
Champaran, represent-
ing the ruling party. He
stated that this country
is not for Rohingyas and
Bangladeshis, and that
the SIR process is nec-
essary. Supporting the
SIR for updating the
voter list, he said that
3.5 million people in
Bihar did not fill out the

forms, indicating a large
number of infiltrators.
Jaiswal also welcomed
the "One Nation, One
Election" initiative and
said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party will not
benefit from it, despite
opposition members'
objections. Holding sep-
arate elections benefits
the BJP, and the entire
organization works to
ensure victory.Jaiswal
said that our Home
Minister has never gone
abroad and the Prime
Minister has not taken a
single day off. 

Country not for Rohingyas,

Bangladeshis, SIR is 

necessary: Sanjay Jaiswal

New Delhi

The Registrar General
of India has directed
all states and union
territories to complete
the appointment of
census staff by
January 15, 2026.
Census staff are
responsible for the
massive data collec-
tion process. A circu-
lar has been issued
regarding this. The
circular states that
enumerators and
supervisors will be
responsible for data

collection during the
census. According to
the circular, "One enu-
merator will be
assigned the task of
counting a population
of approximately 700-
800 people, and one

supervisor will be
appointed for every
six enumerators. In
addition, there will be
10 percent reserve
enumerators and
supervisors for any
emergency." 

Census preparations begin, all states

ordered to appoint staff by January 15, 2026
New Delhi

During the discussion on
electoral reforms in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday, Congress
member Manish Tewari
made three demands for
electoral reforms. He called
for changes in the selection
of Election Commission
officials, the abolition of the
Special Revision (SIR) of
voter lists, and a ban on
direct cash transfers before
elections. Manish Tewari
stated that on June 15, 1949,
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar pre-
sented a draft of the Election
Commission, and several
members advocated for its
permanent status. Following
this, Dr. Ambedkar estab-
lished it as a permanent
institution.

Court refuses urgent

hearing on IndiGo's

recent crisis

Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare and Rural Development, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan interacting with the media during the
special lunch hosted by Lakhpati Didis during
the Saras Food Festival held at Sunder Nursery
in New Delhi.

CM Yogi met the citizens who came for Janta Darshan

Attack on Maoism, 1106 Naxalites killed in 1825 days

Lawyers protested in the court against Rakesh,
who threw his shoe in the CJI court

New Delhi. Before the
discussion on the 150th
anniversary of Vande
Mataram in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday,
Chairman CP
Radhakrishnan, in his
opening remarks,
described it as the soul of
the nation and the heart-
beat of the freedom strug-
gle. 
He said that Vande
Mataram is not just a
song, but an eternal spirit
of devotion, sacrifice and
indomitable courage
towards Mother India,
which kept the flame of
freedom burning in the
hearts of crores of Indians
during the era of slavery.

Vande Mataram is the

eternal spirit of devo-

tion, sacrifice :

Radhakrishnan

Shah said that when Vande Mataram completed
50 years, the country had not yet achieved inde-
pendence. However, after independence, during
its golden jubilee, the then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru limited it to two verses, which
he described as the beginning of appeasement.
The Home Minister elaborated on Vande
Mataram's historical background, cultural signifi-
cance, and national impact.

Vande Mataram became the

mantra of the freedom struggle
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Prayagraj
The Allahabad High Court has granted bail to a
female constable accused of bribery. Justice
Sameer Jain issued the order on Archana Rai's
bail application. The constable is accused of
accepting a bribe to remove the name of an
accused in a dowry harassment case from the
investigation.On October 17th, the Anti-
Corruption Team caught Inspector Sumitra Devi
and Constable Archana Rai, posted as the
Kotwali Police Station in Varanasi, accepting a
bribe of ?10,000 from complainant Meraj of
Bhadohi. The complainant alleged that the two
had demanded money to remove the names from
the dowry harassment case during the investiga-
tion.On the complaint, the Anti-Corruption
Team arrested both of them and filed a corrup-
tion case against them. The accused, Constable
Archana Rai, who is currently in jail, had filed a
bail application in the High Court. The petition-
er's lawyer stated that the allegation of demand-
ing a bribe primarily lies with Inspector Sumitra
Devi, and Archana Rai, as a subordinate, merely
followed the instructions of her superior. The
lawyer stated that the allegations against the
petitioner are false and she has been sent to jail
as a co-accused. 

Bail granted to female con-

stable accused of bribery

Lucknow

The Makhana Vikas
Yojana will be an
important means of
increasing the income
of Uttar Pradesh farm-
ers by connecting
them with high-value
crops. This scheme
will prove to be a
milestone in making
Uttar Pradesh a better
state. Following the
formation of the
National Makhana
Board by the
Government of India
in 2025, the scheme
has been implemented
in 10 states in the first
phase, including Uttar
Pradesh. This was stat-
ed by Dinesh Pratap
Singh, Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) for
Horticulture,
Agricultural
Marketing,
Agricultural Foreign
Trade and Agricultural
Exports, at a press

conference held at
Gautampalli, Lucknow
on Monday. On this
occasion, he
announced the launch
of the Makhana Vikas
Yojana in the state.
The implementation of
this scheme in the
state will be undertak-
en by the Horticulture
Department Uttar
Pradesh.The
Horticulture Minister
informed that the
action plan prepared
by the Horticulture
Department for the
financial year 2025-26
has been approved by
the Government of
India.  Despite limited
time remaining in the
financial year, the

Central Government
has approved a sum of
158 lakh for imple-
mentation. This fund-
ing will be used to
select and construct
ponds for makhana
cultivation, train farm-
ers, conduct front-line
demonstrations, buyer-
seller meets, promo-
tion through makhana
pavilions, participation
of exporters in interna-
tional exhibitions, and
conduct district and
state-level seminars.
Work will also begin
toward establishing a
"Center of Excellence
for Makhana."
Minister Singh stated
that makhana is popu-
lar as a superfood due
to its medicinal prop-
erties and high market
value. Until now, it
was cultivated primari-
ly in Bihar, but the cli-
mate and waterlogged
areas of Uttar Pradesh
are particularly con-
ducive to makhana.

Lucknow

Reviewing the special
enforcement campaign
conducted by the
Department of
Geology and Mining,
Uttar Pradesh
Secretary and Director
Mala Srivastava issued
strict and clear instruc-
tions to the interstate
border districts. She
stated that transporta-
tion of minerals from
other states should be
ensured only through
an ISTP. She directed
the concerned depart-
mental officials to
ensure that overload-
ing is prohibited under
any circumstances.
Loading standards
must be fully com-
plied with at the
source point. To pre-
vent illegal transporta-
tion and overloading,
checkgates equipped
with IOT-based PTZ
and ANPR cameras
must be kept opera-
tional 24/7.She
instructed the con-
cerned officials that
strict, consistent and
effective enforcement,

in accordance with the
government mandate,
is the department top
priority.  It was report-
ed that, as part of a
special campaign
launched by the
Geology and Mining
Department to com-
pletely control illegal
mining, illegal trans-
portation and over-
loading in the state,
over 5,000 vehicles
transporting minerals
were inspected over
the past three days. 
Most vehicles were
found without the
required transportation
documents. Strict
action was taken
against approximately
400 vehicles found to
be involved in illegal
transportation/ over-

loading, resulting in
fines totaling over
?1.5 crore. Seven FIR
were also registered
during the campaign.
Fines were imposed as
per the rules on 54
vehicles in Sonbhadra,
23 in Mirzapur, 32 in
Jalaun, 21 in Ballia,
15 in Gorakhpur and
255 vehicles in the
remaining districts,
totaling approximately
400 vehicles.
For the successful
conduct of this cam-
paign, Special
Secretary/Additional
Director Arun Kumar
directed all teams to
ensure consistent and
strict enforcement of
illegal mining and
transportation, with no
laxity at any level.

Assam

Minister Krishnendu
Paul, in charge of
Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
and Public Works (Roads)
departments of Assam,
held a review meeting on Monday at the inspection
bungalow conference hall of the Public Works
Department in Amingaon, Kamrup District, Assam .
During the meeting the minister conducted a detailed
evaluation of various government schemes imple-
mented under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY), fish production enhancement and
advanced animal health services in Kamrup district.
He instructed all departmental staff to execute these
schemes in an organized manner with transparency
and within the stipulated timelines. Minister Paul also
urged for stronger coordination at the grassroots level
between the Fisheries and Veterinary departments. He
announced plans to develop cow reserves (Goo
Reserves) across the state soon, focusing on establish-
ing them with adequate production capacity.
Highlighting Kamrup potential in fish production, the
minister called on the Fisheries department to take
special initiatives to develop Kamrup as an export-
oriented district. To realize this goal, he emphasized
the need to enhance production of improved fish
species, modern training systems and expanded mar-
keting networks. At the conclusion of the meeting,
Minister Paul expressed satisfaction with the progress
of government schemes in Kamrup and praised the
efforts of the district administration and departmental
officials. He encouraged continued collaborative work
to further economic and social development and build
a self-reliant Kamrup. 

Lucknow

Despite his packed schedule,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath held the Janta
Darshan. Committed to the
welfare of all sections of
society, he regularly reaches
out to the public through
this platform, listens to their
concerns and ensures timely
resolution. On Monday, he
met each citizen who came
with grievances, patiently
hearing them out and
instructing officials to pro-
vide effective solutions.
Reassuring the attendees, he
said, “Return home with
peace of mind, every issue
will be addressed proper-

ly.”A total of 42 people par-
ticipated in the Janta
Darshan.

Among them, five
individuals submitted appli-
cations seeking financial
assistance for medical treat-

ment. 
The Chief Minister direct-

ed the concerned hospital to
prepare a treatment estimate
and emphasized that the
government has been sup-
porting medical care from

day one. He affirmed that no
one treatment will be affect-
ed by financial constraints
and that the government will
stand with every person in
need.
Several citizens also raised
issues related to police mat-
ters and illegal encroach-
ment. CM Yogi accepted all
applications and instructed
officials to resolve public
grievances on priority, while
also ensuring that feedback
is taken from complainants.
Some attendees requested
housing assistance, to which
the Chief Minister respond-
ed by directing officials to
extend benefits under the
PM/CM Awas Yojana.

Bahraich

The third phase of the
Saubhagya Yojana, a scheme
aimed at providing free elec-
tricity connections to poor
families, was launched on
Monday in Akraura village
of the Payagpur assembly
constituency. MLA Subhash
Tripathi formally inaugurat-
ed the scheme by installing
an electricity pole and
unveiling a plaque.
Assembly constituency coor-
dinator Nishank Tripathi,
BJP district vice-president
Uma Shankar Tiwari, SDO
Sunil Kumar Kushwaha, JE
Shashikant Yadav and hun-
dreds of villagers and BJP
workers were present at the
event.Addressing the gather-
ing, MLA Subhash Tripathi
said that after the formation
of the BJP government in
the state, the Saubhagya

Yojana was launched with
the resolve to connect every
household with electricity.
Two phases of this scheme
have been completed, bene-
fiting thousands of poor
families. He informed that
the third phase is being start-
ed in 163 hamlets, while sur-
vey work is underway in 129
hamlets of the assembly con-
stituency.

In total, free
electricity connections will
be provided in 292 hamlets
under this phase.SDO Sunil
Kumar Kushwaha informed
the electricity consumers
about the three-phase rebate

and interest waiver being
offered by the government
on outstanding electricity
bills. The program was con-
ducted by social worker
Anand Bihari Shukla. On
this occasion, Mandal
President Pramod Pandey,
Mandal President Vishnu
Dayal Chauhan, General
Secretary Ajay Tiwari, Vijay
Shankar Dubey, Kailash
Nath Dubey, Dinesh Singh,
Saurabh Shukla, Mangal
Shukla, Kapish Singh, Bablu
Rawat, Dadau Shukla,
Pradeep Tripathi, Suresh
Tiwari, Ramji Pandey,
Pawan Kumar Shukla,
Munna Shukla, Sachit
Shukla, Rohit Mishra from
the Health Department,
Rahul Singh, Mahesh
Tiwari, along with BJP
office bearers and a large
number of villagers were
present.
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Prayagraj. Nawabganj Police have
taken major action in a case of
assault related to a land dispute.
Police have arrested nine wanted
accused in the case. This action was
taken under the direction of the
Police Commissioner and
Additional Commissioner of Police,
and under the supervision of the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
and Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Ganganagar. The incident occurred
on December 8, 2025, in village
Jhokri Adampur. A fight broke out
between two sides of a family over
a land dispute. It is alleged that the
accused abused the plaintiff's broth-
ers, threatened to kill them, and
assaulted them with sticks and
other weapons. The plaintiffs sus-
tained serious injuries in the attack
and were subsequently hospitalized
for treatment.Based on the com-
plaint, a case was registered at

Nawabganj Police Station under
serious sections of the Indian Penal
Code under case number 538/2025.
Acting swiftly, the police arrested
all nine wanted accused on
December 9, 2025, near Adampur
Jhokri village.The arrested accused
include Birendra Kumar Shukla,
Sachchidanand Shukla, Ashok
Kumar Shukla, Anmol Shukla,
Aditya Shukla, Yagya Narayan
Shukla, Premshankar Shukla,
Shivshankar Shukla, and
Ramkumar Shukla. All are resi-
dents of Jhokri Adampur village,
Nawabganj police station.
According to police records, sever-
al of these accused have previously
been charged with serious crimes,
including assault, rioting, extortion,
attempted murder, and fraud.Police
officials stated that further legal
proceedings are being initiated
against the arrested accused. The
police stated that strict action
against criminals will continue to
maintain law and order in the area.

Auraiya

In a major crackdown on
a counterfeit currency
racket, a joint team of
Kotwali Police, SOG and
Surveillance Unit arrested
six members of a cheating
gang involved in circula-
tion of fake notes on
Monday. The arrests were
made during a suspicious
vehicle checking drive
near the Devkali outpost
following a tip-off from
an informer. Police
stopped a Hyundai Creta
car without a registration
number, fitted with a red-
blue beacon and a fake
judge emblem. Upon
checking the vehicle, all
six accused were taken
into custody.
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Bharti, while
addressing the media at
the Kotwali premises,
identified the arrested
accused as Manish
Pachauri, Munesh
Chandra, Rahul Sharma,
Dilip, Akash Vichpuriya
and Indrajeet Yadav. The
police recovered counter-
feit currency worth 2.20
lakh, several mobile
phones, two bags contain-
ing “children bank” notes
worth approximately 75
lakh and 5.07 lakh in gen-
uine Indian currency from
their possession.
Additionally, a fake judge

insignia, red-blue beacon
and a journalism-related
microphone ID were also
seized from the vehicle. 

During interrogation,
the accused confessed that
they used social media
platforms, especially
Instagram, to trap people
by offering 4 lakh in fake
currency in exchange for
1 lakh in real money.
Most of the seized coun-
terfeit notes were of 500
denomination. 
The accused further
revealed that they pre-
pared bundles by placing
one genuine note on the
top and bottom while
stuffing children bank
notes in between. By cre-
ating urgency, they would
collect the genuine cash
and flee. 

To avoid arrest,

they used a vehicle dis-
playing a judge logo, red-
blue beacon and some-
times even impersonated
journalists using a fake
microphone ID. SP
Abhishek Bharti appreci-
ated the police team for
their effective action. The
arresting team included
Kotwali In-charge
Inspector Rajkumar
Singh, SWAT Team In-
charge Prashant Singh,
Surveillance In-charge
Samit Chaudhary, Sub-
Inspector Jitendra Tiwari
and SI Zakir Hussain who
played a commendable
role in the successful
operation. 
Further investigation is
underway to identify
other members linked to
the gang and trace their
wider network.

Strict vigil on illegal mining: 5000 vehicles

inspected, over 1.5 crore in fines imposed

MLA Subhash Tripathi launches

third phase of Saubhagya Yojana

Assam Minister Krishnendu
Paul Reviews Government

Schemes in Kamrup District

CM Yogi meets citizens at Janta Darshan,
assures swift redressal of grievances

Horticulture Minister Dinesh
Pratap Singh launched the

Makhana Vikas Yojana

Auraiya Police Bust Fake
Currency Gang, Six Arrested,
SP Makes Major Revelation

Nawabganj Police Reveal Adampur

Incident, Case Registered Under

Serious Sections
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Tharwai. Under
Mission Shakti
Phase 5.0, to
ensure the safety
and respect of
women and girls,
Mission Shakti
beat officers from
each police station,
along with their
teams, are visiting educational institutions, major
markets, and community centers to educate
women, daughters, and girls on how to empower
them regarding their rights and dignity under the
umbrella of women's safety, women's respect, and
women's self-reliance, and providing information
on the provided helpline numbers, including
Women Power Line 1090, Women Help Line 181,
Child Help Line 1098, Chief Minister Help Line
1076, Police Emergency Service Dial 112, and
Cyber Help Line 1930. Under the direction of
Police Commissioner Prayagraj and Additional
Police Commissioner and under the able supervi-
sion of Deputy Commissioner of Police
Ganganagar Kuldeep Singh Gunawat and
Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police
Ganganagar Pushkar Verma, on Tuesday, under
Mission Shakti Phase 5.0, all the police stations
of Ganganagar zone went to crowded places, edu-
cational institutions, major markets and made
women, daughters and girls aware and while giv-
ing information about the given numbers, they
were also told about the schemes being run by the
government. In which detailed information is
being given about many schemes including Kanya
Sumangala Yojana, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana,
Chief Minister Mass Marriage Scheme, Destitute
Women Pension Scheme.

A new dimension of

Mission Shakti awareness

campaign launched by all

police stations in the

Ganganagar Zone
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Ghazipur. The District
Horticulture Officer,
Ghazipur, stated that the
withdrawal of potatoes
stored in private cold
storages in Uttar Pradesh
is nearly complete, but
some cold storages in
the district still have
stored potatoes.
Currently, the potato
storage period in private
cold storages in the dis-
trict is scheduled from
February 15th to
November 30th, so that
farmers have ample
opportunity to withdraw
their stored potatoes
from the cold storages.
The Uttar Pradesh Cold
Regulation Act, 1976
provides that if the
renter/farmer does not
lift the goods stored in
the cold storage within a
period of fifteen days
from the date specified
in the receipt, the licens-
ee/cold storage owner
shall immediately issue
a notice to the
renter/farmer, requiring
him (renter/farmer) to
surrender the duly dis-

charged receipt and lift
the goods immediately
after paying all the
charges payable to the
licensee/cold storage
owner, and shall send a
copy of such notice to
the licensing officer/dis-
trict magistrate. If the
renter/farmer does not
comply with the notice
within a period of seven
days from the date of
service of the same, the
licensee/cold storage
owner may get the goods
removed from the cold
storage and sell it
through public auction at
the expense and risk of

the renter/farmer, but the
licensee/cold storage
owner shall inform the
licensing officer/district
magistrate of such sale
at least forty-eight hours
before the sale, and the
licensing officer/district
magistrate shall super-
vise such sale either
himself or through an
officer authorized by
him in that behalf. The
compliance of the above
mentioned provisions
laid down in the Uttar
Pradesh Cold Regulation
Act 1976 should be
ensured by the con-
cerned.

Akhand Bharat
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Gazipur. Embodying the
spirit of "Service is the
Best Religion," a massive
free eye checkup camp
was organized on Tuesday,
December 9, at the Mata
Mahakali Temple complex
in Yusufpur, under the
jurisdiction of the
Muhammadabad police
station. A large number of
people from the city and
surrounding rural areas
arrived at the temple early
in the morning to have
their eyes examined by
specialist doctors. Patients
were also provided with
free medicines and eye
drops. The camp proved
extremely beneficial for
the elderly. Senior citizens
over 70 years of age were
also provided with the
facility to obtain
Ayushman Cards and
Aadhaar Cards on the spot.
During the checkups, 70
cataract patients were
identified, who will be
operated on free of charge
by eye specialist Dr. Sneha
Singh at the District
Hospital Trauma Center,
Ghazipur. Meanwhile, eye
doctor Anivesh Kumar of

the Community Health
Center, Tiwaripur, also
provided his services,
examining patients, and
distributing free medi-
cines. This inspiring initia-
tive was taken by Meera
Rai, a leader in the field of
social service. Before the
camp began, she wor-
shipped Goddess Mahakali
with the doctors and, inau-
gurating the program, per-
sonally distributed medi-
cines to the patients.
Numerous volunteers,
including Vinod

Madheshiya, Himanshu
Kushwaha, Sangam Singh
Kushwaha, Chandan
Chaurasia, and Gorakh
Singh Yadav, played a sig-
nificant role in the camp's
success. At the conclusion
of the program, temple
priest Satya Prakash, also
known as Mukesh, offered
his blessings, wishing all
patients good health. This
service camp became a ray
of hope for the area's
needy patients, exemplify-
ing human compassion
and social responsibility.
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Prayagraj. Kashi Tamil Sangam 4.0 Yatra in Prayagraj
received an enthusiastic and grand welcome at Hotel Ravisa
Continental. A seminar was also organized as part of the pro-
gram, attended by sev-
eral respected public
representatives and
social workers.
Prayagraj Mayor
Umesh Chandra
Ganesh Kesariwani,
City Magistrate Vinod
Singh, former Block
Chief of Soraon Alok
Pandey, ABVP
Prayagraj Department Head Professor Vivek Nigam, Saurabh
Agrahari, Saurabh Vaishya, and ABVP Metropolitan
Minister Pratik Mishra Suraj were present.Mayor Umesh
Chandra Ganesh Kesariwani stated that the Kashi Tamil
Sangam Yatra is an important initiative of Honorable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, which has dispelled the misconcep-
tions spread in the name of language, culture, and regional
differences. This program will reawaken India's cultural
unity. Referring to the magnificent statue of Thiruvalluvar
installed at Prayagraj Railway Station, he invited Sangamam
guests to visit it.City Magistrate Vinod Singh said that the
Kashi Tamil Sangam symbolizes the spiritual unity of Indian
culture that connects us from north to south. It is a matter of
pride for the Prayagraj administration that this yatra has
arrived here and provided an opportunity for cultural
exchange.ABVP Prayagraj Department Head, Prof. Vivek
Nigam, said that Kashi and Tamil culture have shared spiri-
tual and scholarly ties since ancient times. This Sangam is an
excellent medium to connect the younger generation with our
rich cultural heritage. He added that ABVP is always com-
mitted to strengthening the unity and cultural integrity of the
nation through such programs. ABVP Prayagraj
Metropolitan Minister Prateek Mishra Suraj said that the
Kashi Tamil Sangam is a living example of our national val-
ues: unity, harmony, and cultural pride. This coming togeth-
er of people from South and North India reflects the amazing
breadth of Indian culture.
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Gazipur. To ensure a clean
and fair electoral system in the
district's Muhammadabad
tehsil, the voter verification
campaign is being rapidly
advanced. In this regard, an
important review meeting was
held under the chairmanship of
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Dr. Harshita Tiwari at
the middle school premises
located at local booth number
137. Tehsildar Mahendra
Bahadur, along with Municipal
Council employees, councilors,
ration dealers, accountants, and
representatives of various
political parties, were present.
They discussed the progress
report related to voter verifica-

tion and decided on the future
strategy.The main focus of the
meeting was on the speedy
completion of data verification
for voters belonging to the
ASDD category—the disabled,
senior citizens, and other spe-
cial categories. Voters whose
documents were incomplete
were verified on the spot by
the AERO in the presence of

the DLA team, and their details
were updated. 
Officials meticulously scruti-
nized each application to
ensure that no eligible voter is
left out of the voter list. SDM
Dr. Harshita Tiwari issued
clear instructions, stating that
transparency in the verification
process should be a top priori-
ty. She said, "Voters are the

true power of democracy.
Therefore, it is everyone's
responsibility to include every
eligible name in the voter list."
She instructed the relevant
teams to immediately process
and add the remaining voter
details. The tehsil administra-
tion assured that, with the
cooperation of all departments,
the work will be completed
within the stipulated time-
frame, ensuring a completely
error-free voter list for the
upcoming elections. This meet-
ing has given a new direction
to administrative preparations,
and local citizens, encouraged
by the campaign, are also
actively verifying their details,
strengthening the electoral
process.
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Tharwai. Under the
aegis of Krida Bharti,
Kanshi Province,
Prayagraj, a boys and
girls Kabaddi competi-
tion was held at
Hanumant Dutt
Tripathi Intermediate
College, Ismailganj, on
Tuesday. Principal Ved
Prakash Mishra served
as the chief guest, and
Ram Prasad, the
Kabaddi Coordinator
Committee of Krida
Bharti, Kanshi
Province, Prayagraj,
inaugurated the compe-
tition. Several schools

participated in this
Kabaddi competition,
with approximately 15
teams participating in
three categories:
Under-19, Under-14,
Under-17. The winning
team was honored with
medals. The Best
Player, Best Raider,
Best Buy, and Best
Catcher were also hon-
ored with medals. Best
Player Sumit Kumar

was honored with a
bag and a medal from
Krida Bharti. This
Kabaddi Sports
Organizing Committee
Prayagraj Ram Prasad
and Krida Bharti mem-
ber Dr. Vishnu Dev
Singh conducted this
competition. Kabaddi
official Jitendra
Kumar, Sumit Kumar,
all the school staff etc.
were present. 
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Prayagraj
Anti-Corruption Team
Officers were attacked in
Prayagraj. The team
caught a clerk from the
Prayagraj Development
Authority red-handed
accepting a bribe of
?8,000 on Tuesday after-
noon at around 3 p.m. The
officers were trying to
take the accused clerk
away, but the clerk created
a ruckus and started shout-
ing. Hearing the noise,
several of the accused's
fellow employees also
arrived and scuffled to
free the bribe-taking clerk.
When the team resisted,
the employees kicked and
punched them. Despite the
employees' protests, the
team apprehended the
accused clerk. Police are
now investigating CCTV
footage installed at the
Prayagraj Development
Authority to identify those
who attacked the team. It's
worth noting that Pranesh
Pandey of Shantipuram
was allotted land through
a lottery from the
Prayagraj Development
Authority five years ago.
He lost his job during the
lockdown, and therefore
faced difficulty in raising
the money for the registra-
tion. After the allotment,
the accountant and clerk
kept the file pending for
two months. Later, he
went to the Prayagraj
Development Authority
office to register the land.

There, he met Junior
Assistant Ajay Kumar.
Pranesh Pandey explained
that Junior Assistant Ajay
Kumar demanded 10,000
rupees to move the
process forward.
Frustrated, he contacted
the Anti-Corruption
Organization through the
number printed in the
newspaper and filed a
complaint. Upon receiving
the complaint, the Anti-
Corruption Unit conducted
a preliminary investiga-
tion. Upon finding the
complaint to be true, a
plan was developed to
catch the accused clerk
red-handed. A trap team
was deployed. On Tuesday
afternoon, Pranesh Pandey
went to the Prayagraj
Development Authority to
pay the bribe. He dis-
cussed his work with
Junior Assistant Ajay
Kumar. Ajay Kumar
demanded a bribe. 

The complainant asked
him to pay only 8,000
rupees upfront and prom-
ised to pay the remaining
amount after the work was
done. 
The clerk agreed and took

the 8,000 rupees.
Meanwhile, the Anti-
Corruption Team, present
nearby, caught the accused
red-handed.PDA clerk sur-
rounded and beaten by
employees while being
taken awayChiefs sur-
rounded and beaten by
employees while being
taken awayWhen the anti-
corruption team was tak-
ing away Junior Assistant
Ajay Kumar, other
employees became aware
of the situation. They sur-
rounded the team and tried
to free the bribe-taking
clerk. During this, the
anti-corruption team was
also assaulted.
Nevertheless, the anti-cor-
ruption team apprehended
the accused and took him
to the Civil Lines police
station. Officers there
have initiated legal action
against him. The facts
related to the entire bribe-
taking incident are being
recorded at the police sta-
tion. Officers from the
Anti-Corruption Prayagraj
unit stated that legal
action is being taken
against the accused and
preparations are underway
to send him to jail under
the necessary
sections.CCTV footage
being scanned to identify
the attackersThe Civil
Lines police station is
scanning CCTV footage
installed at the Prayagraj
Development Authority
located at Indira Bhawan
to determine who attacked
the anti-corruption team. 
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Prayagraj
In a review meeting held

under the Special Intensive
Revision Campaign
(RAKF) in Yamunapar dis-
trict, Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brijesh
Pathak said that in a demo-
cratic system, it is
absolutely essential for
every eligible citizen to be
included in the voter list.
He said that it is the priori-
ty of the BJP government
to ensure that no genuine
voter's name is left out of
the list and that no fake or
ineligible person's name
should remain on the list.
To achieve this, booth-level
workers must work with
utmost seriousness and
responsibility.The Deputy
Chief Minister said,
"Comprehensive and trans-
parent revision of the voter
list is the hallmark of a
strong democracy. This
campaign is not just an
administrative formality,
but an important program
related to the rights of the
people." Work responsibly
at each booth and ensure
maximum eligible voters
are included. He further
stated that each voter
should be identified and
added in accordance with
the spirit of the
Constitution. The Rakaf
campaign in Bihar exposed
the addition of 6.5 million

fake, deceased, and minor
voters by the opposition.
BJP workers worked trans-
parently there, resulting in
the public rejecting the
RJD's "jungle raj." The SP
and Congress are experi-
encing the same fear
regarding the 2027 elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. If
elections are conducted
with purity and transparen-
cy, the results will be clear
in Uttar Pradesh as well.On
the issue of infiltrators, he
said, "The fake names
added by the opposition
should be identified and
removed, and the names of
eligible voters should be
added. 

The Rakaf campaign
is a major means of
strengthening democracy.
BJP workers can shoulder
even the heaviest of
responsibilities—this is
possible only in the BJP."
Democracy can be
strengthened by working
with transparency and
integrity at the booth level.
Pathak instructed the work-
ers, saying, "Every worker
should be vigilant to ensure
that the name of a genuine

eligible citizen is not left
out and that of an infiltra-
tor is not added." In the
BJP, even a low-level
worker can become the dis-
trict president; this is the
party's true
strength.District President
Yamunapar Rajesh Shukla
chaired the meeting. He
stated that the campaign
will be accelerated by acti-
vating teams at every
Mandal and Shakti Kendra,
and that all relevant offi-
cials will conduct continu-
ous review. Legislative
Council Member Surendra
Chaudhary, District
Incharge Amarnath Yadav,
MLA Deepak Patel, MLA
Harshvardhan Vajpayee,
District Co-Migrant Kavita
Patel, Sushil Mishra,
District General Secretary
Pushpraj Singh Patel,
District Coordinator
Virendra Shukla, District
Media Incharge Dilip
Kumar Chaturvedi, District
Minister Rajesh Dhangar,
Yogesh Shukla, Indu
Prakash Mishra, and other
dignitaries, officials, and
public representatives were
present on the occasion.

A Kabaddi competition was held at Pt.

Hanumant Dutt Tripathi College

Kashi Tamil Sangam 4.0 Yatra

receives grand welcome and

seminar in Prayagraj

Administration's strictness in voter list revision,
ensuring eligible citizen has the right to vote

Ensure the withdrawal of
stored potatoes, strict instruc-
tions to cold storage owners

Democracy will only be strengthened

through purity and transparency:

Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak

Anti-Corruption Team Attacked While

Arresting Bribe-Taking Officer

Free Eye Service Festival Concludes

at Mata Mahakali Dham



Wednesday, 10 December, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshEDITORIAL04

Haldwani, a small but bustling
town in Uttarakhand, is the
gateway to the Himalayas and
ascent to tourist spots like
Nainital and Bhimtal. Today, it is
a far more dramatic dot on
Bharat’s map. On February 9,
the town with an 18.55 percent
Muslim population erupted
with violence which left two
dead and 250 injured. Islamist
mobs attacked a demolition
squad with accompanying cops
and mediapersons when it went
to demolish an illegally built
mosque and madrassa. The
mob hurled petrol bombs and
stones, nearly set policemen on
fire, and used women and chil-

dren as human shields.
Uniform Civil Code Bill tabled in
Uttarakhand Assembly: How
was the draft prepared?
Drone shots later revealed that
the violence was unprovoked
and planned. Images showed
heaps of stones stored on
rooftops. The very next day, 100
km away in Uttar Pradesh’s
Bareilly, another Islamist mob
attacked the police with stones
after Muslim cleric Tauqeer
Raza was detained for giving a
‘jail bharo’ over the Gyanvapi
mosque issue. Raza did not for-
get to mention the Haldwani
mosque demolition as ghee on
fire. Earlier in the week, a mob

surrounded a police station in
Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh after
a dispute between a tailor, his
customer, and a cleric who
intervened. A man in the crowd,
Akram Khan, took a loudspeaker
and threatened violence.
The Left-Islamist ecosystem has
been shaken by the Pran
Prathistha at the Ayodhya Ram
Mandir. 

The legal challenge to the
Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi,
built after demolishing a part of
Kashi Viswanath temple, has
created further flutter. The
mood of the nation after the
Ram temple opening and a fast-
crumbling Opposition alliance

point to another election victory
for Narendra Modi.
One takes to the streets, of
course, and with wanton vio-
lence, tries to overturn court
orders or people’s verdict. For
seven decades since
Independence, a perverted sec-
ularism actively supported by
political parties have signalled to
Muslims that they should never
peacefully coexist with the
majority, must always be in vic-
timhood mode, and heed the
law of the land only if it suits
them. The community has been
told that its power lies in existing
as an impoverished and irascible
mass.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with chief guest
French President Emmanuel Macron during the
75th Republic Day parade, at the Kartavya Path,
in New Delhi, on 26 January, 2024. PTI Between
them, US President Joe Biden and rival
Republican Party’s Nikki Haley seem bent on
pushing India closer to France for a balanced
relationship in the western world that has all the
ingredients of strategic stability, both in the bilat-
eral and multilateral contexts. That is if one were
to leave out India’s Russia relations, which many
believed were rocky but became sort of rock
steady all over again owing to the Ukraine War,
where the long American arm was seen all over
the place. 

Yes, Nikki Haley, 51, is not even Biden’s likely
rival in the US presidential polls in November.
She did not mean to question, challenge or
rebuke India, either. Instead, by claiming that
India was moving closer to Russia than the US,
implying that the Biden presidency did not
inspire confidence not only in New Delhi, but also
in Tokyo and Seoul, Canberra and Wellington,
Halley was only targeting the incumbent back
home. But her choice of India, and not any of
America’s NATO allies, for example and her
choice of words, gave the impression that she
was trying to convince a certain section of
Republican voters that she was all American, and
not Indian.It has to be front-runner and former
president Donald Trump. Halley is trailing the
Republican primaries and polled lower than their
kind of NOTA in Nevada, but that does not make
sure that Trump’s name will be on the ballot.
Indications are that at some point, either the
Republican Party bosses or American courts
could make it embarrassing for Trump’s name to
be on the ballot. Halley seems hoping for that
day and is persisting in the primaries precisely for
this reason. Maybe, like a typical Indian-origin
woman that she is, Halley is hoping for ‘sympathy
votes’ or ‘survivor’s votes’, first in the primaries
and later in the presidential poll. Of course, there
is a long way to go this time than any time in the
past.
Disappointment for India
Biden kept India waiting and eventually turned
down the invitation to be the chief guest at the
annual Republic Day celebrations. Information
about India’s invitation having spread after a time
(generally it is kept secret until accepted – which
again used to be a formality), Biden’s avoidably-
delayed rejection was a disappointment for India.
It is not known how the Indian-American sup-
porters of Biden and the Democratic Party feel
about it. Not-so-official news sources claimed
that Biden’s decision owed to the election year
commitments on campaigns and other essen-
tials. In his place, another Democratic president,
Barack Obama, took a short break from his so-
called pressing engagements back home to be
present in Mumbai first and Delhi next, where he
was the chief guest at the 2015 Republic Day. Of
course, in true American form and style, it was
not a visit confined to honouring contemporary
India’s tryst with destiny. Obama did hard-selling
business in an election year and took back orders
for Boeing, which he said would ensure 20,000
Americans did not lose their jobs. Biden was con-
strained by domestic perceptions, both inside the
Democratic Party and outside.Maybe, Team
Modi too thought that having Biden would be a
high-profile commencement to the ruling BJP-
NDA’s campaign for the Lok Sabha polls in the
summer. To an extent, it compares with the
‘Namaste Trump’ show that India put out for
the US President of the time, in
February 2020 amid the farmers’
rally in New Delhi. The
Ahmedabad rally in particular
was only a mirror-image of the
Trump show for the Indian
prime minister, ‘Howdy Modi’
in Houston months earlier in Houston, Texas.

Former Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, in a true
sense of the word, was a
Batman of Indian politics. He
became Prime Minister at a
time when India’s chips were
badly down. In 1991, the
country had to pledge its gold
to pull the economy from the
brink. He reoriented India’s
pro-Soviet Union foreign poli-
cy to bring it closer to the
Western order. He reached
out to Israel without leaving
the Palestinian cause — an
axis on which the Indian for-
eign policy still revolves
around. And all this he deliv-
ered with a minority govern-
ment. Still, Narasimha Rao
remains largely forgotten and
uncredited — Batman-like.
Sanjaya Baru, in his book
1991: How PV Narasimha Rao
Made History, emphasised at
this phenomenon, with a
tinge of sadness, when he
recalled how “at an interac-
tion with students at a univer-
sity near Delhi, in the winter
of 2015”, he asked the audi-
ence “what the year 1991
meant to them”. One student
readily stood up to say he was
born that year — and the
entire audience burst into
laughter. When Baru insisted
on thinking more, there was
silence.
PV Narasimha Rao, Charan
Singh, MS Swaminathan: Why
they deserve Bharat Ratna
Later, the same year, Baru
addressed “a meeting of the
Hyderabad Management
Association” and he repeated

the same question. Many
were quick to reply this time:
The government that year had
“introduced new economic
policies that opened up the
Indian economy”, Baru was
told. And who was responsi-
ble for this? “Manmohan
Singh,” pat came the reply!
Some even credited P
Chidambaram and Kamal
Nath! Later, in an interaction
with this author, Baru
expressed his surprise at the
height of Indian ignorance:
“No one mentioned PV
Narasimha Rao. Ironically, this
incident took place in
Hyderabad, which was Rao’s
own city.” 
When I asked Baru why Rao
had been forgotten, he cited
two reasons. “One, he faced
several corruption cases,
especially towards the fag end
of his rule. But most impor-
tantly, the Congress decided
to erase the memory of
Narasimha Rao, to make the
point that no person from
outside the family can ever be
a successful PM. After all,
what did Rao prove? He

proved that someone doesn’t
need to be related to the
Nehru-Gandhi family to be a
successful prime minister. By
becoming the first PM outside
the family to run the country
for a full term, he effectively
challenged this notion.”  
It’s ironic to see the Congress
disowning one of its own
prime ministers, especially
the one “whose impact on the
nation’s fortune went way
beyond the economy”, as
Baru wrote in 1991. But then
it was an obvious outcome for
a non-Gandhi leader in the
Congress. It had happened in
the past with Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and it took
place after Narasimha Rao, as
was the case with Pranab
Mukherjee. Anyone seen to
be eclipsing the halo of the
Gandhi-Nehru family was sys-
tematically targeted to be
pushed to the footnotes of
the party’s — and by exten-
sion, the nation’s — history.
This explains Sonia Gandhi’s
hostility for Rao, to the extent
that the former Prime
Minister was denied a well-

deserved memorial in Delhi,
even when lesser worthies
could find space in the nation-
al capital. Author Vinay
Sitapati, in Half Lion: How PV
Narasimha Rao Transformed
India, gives a graphic detail on
how the late Prime Minister
was denied a rightful place
and space in Delhi after his
death. “The home minister,
Shivraj Patil, suggested to
Rao’s youngest son,
Prabhakara, that ‘the body
should be cremated in
Hyderabad’. But the family
preferred Delhi. After all, Rao
had last been chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh more than
thirty years ago, and had since
worked as Congress general
secretary, Union minister, and
finally prime minister — all in
Delhi. On hearing this, the
usually decorous Shivraj Patil
snapped, ‘No one will come’,”
Sitapati writes. Thereafter,
Ghulam Nabi Azad and YS
Rajasekhara Reddy reached
out to Rao’s family — Reddy,
being the chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh, promised a
grand memorial for Rao in
Hyderabad! Later in the day,
prime minister Manmohan
Singh entered the room and
asked Prabhakara: “What do
you want to do with the
body?” To this, Rao’s son
replied, “These people say it
should be in Hyderabad… This
(Delhi) is his karmabhoomi.
You should convince your
Cabinet colleagues.”
Manmohan nodded. Sonia
Gandhi was standing near, but

mostly kept quiet. When
Sanjaya Baru arrived, Ahmed
Patel sought his intervention.
Baru’s bureaucrat father knew
Rao from the 1960s — and he
was close to the family.
“Sonia’s political secretary
tapped him on the shoulder.
‘You know the family,’ Patel
said. ‘The body should be
taken to Hyderabad. Can you
convince them?’” Sitapati
quotes Prabhakara as saying,
“We sensed even then that
Sonia-ji did not want Father’s
funeral in Delhi. She did not
want a memorial (in Delhi)…
She did not want him (to be
seen) as an all-India leader.”
The next morning, when Rao’s
body, draped in the national
flag, was being taken to the
airport, it was planned to stop
at 24 Akbar Road, the
Congress headquarters. “As
the body approached 24
Akbar Road, located adjacent
to Sonia Gandhi’s residence,
the funeral procession
slowed. The entrance gate to
the compound looked firmly
shut. There were several sen-
ior Congressmen present, but
hardly any cadres had been
rustled up. No slogans filled
the air, just deathly silence.
The carriage stopped on the
pavement outside, as Sonia
Gandhi and others came out
to pay their respects.” “It was
customary for the bodies of
past Congress presidents to
be taken inside the party
headquarters so that ordinary
workers could pay their
respects. 

By carrying out back-
to-back rescue opera-
tions in the past
month, the Indian Navy
has emerged as the
bright spot in the oth-
erwise unstable waters
of the Red Sea. The
Israel-Hamas war has
not only thrown the
Middle East into a flux
but its effects are now
also spilling over to
South Asia and the
wider expanse of the
Indian Ocean Region.
The worsening security
concerns in the Red Sea
due to constant attacks
from the Yemen-based
Houthis on cargo ships
have further been
exacerbated with
Somali pirates also tar-
geting the ships passing
through this region. As
the security situation in
the Red Sea and also in
the Arabian Sea has
deteriorated, the
Indian Navy has now
emerged as the net
security provider in the
Indian Ocean Region.
Indian Navy has always
been exemplary in its
duty and in particular,
has always been proac-
tive in benign causes
like Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) opera-
tions. However, with
the spill-over effects of
the war in the Middle
East threatening the
security of the Indian
Ocean Region, India is
asserting its position as
the resident power and
as the primary stake-
holder in the security
architecture of the
region. India’s rescue

operations and in par-
ticular the role of the
Indian Navy not only
correspond to the
existing global order.
The current security
concerns may have
pronounced the role of
the Indian Navy. But
there is also a strong
civilisational undertone
to India’s naval opera-
tions. This undertone
could be considered
from decolonisation
and indigenisation per-
spectives. The
decolonisation narra-
tive has been a major
issue in the Indian
political discourse for a
long time. However, in
the past few months,
there has been a tangi-
ble and accelerated
effort towards
decolonisation and
indigenisation across
different spheres.
Some important steps
in this direction include
the use of the name
Bharat instead of India.
This was the highlight
when India hosted the
G20 Summit in
September 2023 as the
placard in front of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dis-
played the name
Bharat. Besides, three

criminal justice laws,
the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita, the Bharatiya
Suraksha Sanhita and
the Bharatiya Sakshya
Act, recently passed by
the Indian parliament
also seek to replace the
colonial-era Indian
Penal Code, the Code
of Criminal Procedure
and the Indian
Evidence Act. The
recent consecration of
the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya is projected as
one of the most promi-
nent steps towards
decolonisation. Also,
the scope of the
decolonisation narra-
tive has now expanded.
For decades, only the
200-year British rule in
India was earmarked as
the colonial period in
the collective memory
of the Indian people.
Now the 200-year peri-
od is being replaced by
a period of about 1,000
years which includes
the Islamic invasions in
India.  This indigenisa-
tion process which is
becoming visible in the
political, legal and cul-
tural domains is gradu-
ally gaining emphasis in
the security domain as
well. Just as the
decolonisation debate
had been restricted to
British rule, the same
principle was evident in
Indian strategic
thought as well for a
long time.     As one of
the relics of British rule,
the continental mind-
set had remained a
norm in Indian strate-
gic thought for a long
time.

In the pursuit of eco-
nomic growth, the
Maldives seems to have
missed a crucial lesson:
relying solely on a hand-
ful of major players isn’t
a sustainable strategy.
The key to sustainable
growth lies in opening up
to broader economic
participation.
India is a case in point
India stands on the brink
of sealing a significant
trade deal that could
have far-reaching impli-
cations. Negotiations
with Europe are nearing
completion, with the
potential for India to
attract a staggering $100
billion in investment.
This proposed agree-
ment with Europe is
noteworthy for several
reasons. Unlike conven-
tional trade deals
focused on tariff reduc-
tion, India is poised to
open up its markets in
exchange for substantial

investment, a move that
could inject significant
capital into its economy
over the next 15 years.
The pact, unlike typical
free trade agreements,
comes with binding
investment guarantees,
a rare feature that could
set a precedent for
future trade negotia-
tions. The investment is
slated to originate from a
special bloc of European
nations known as the
European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), com-
prising Norway, Iceland,
Liechtenstein and
Switzerland. While nego-
tiations involve this bloc
rather than the entire
European Union, the
agreement could serve
as a model for broader
regional trade engage-
ments.
The potential invest-
ments are earmarked for
both new and existing
manufacturing projects,

promising to create over
a million jobs and bolster
India’s industrial land-
scape. Beyond the eco-
nomic windfall, the deal
offers additional perks
for India, including
enhanced visa provisions
for Indian professionals
seeking access to the
EFTA countries. In return,
the EFTA nations seek
expanded market access
for their goods in India,
spanning processed
foods, beverages, electri-
cal machinery, engineer-
ing products, pharma-
ceuticals and medical
devices. While the deal
holds immense promise,
its fruition has been a
long time coming, with
negotiations spanning
back to 2008. However,
recent reports indicate
that key issues have
been resolved, paving
the way for a potential
agreement, pending
finalization.

Why India's $100 bn proposed

trade deal with Europe is different

France offers a wel-

come breather for India  

Haldwani to Bareilly, seven decades of pseudo

secularism has come home to roost

Narasimha Rao was a Batman of Indian poli-

tics, Bharat urgently needed to acknowledge

Anchored in Shivaji's spirit,

India's naval operations get a

desi touch in international waters
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