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Prayagraj: The
Prayagraj Municipal
Corporation will
honor the young men
who saved the lives of
Indian Air Force
pilots. A resolution to
this effect was passed
at a mini-council
meeting held at the
Municipal Corporation
on Saturday. Mayor
Umesh Chandra
Ganesh Kesarwani
said that the three
brave men will be
honored on January
26th. He stated that
they displayed

immense courage,
risking their own lives
to save the lives of the
country's
soldiers.Councillor
Akash Sonkar raised
the demand in the
mini-council meeting
that Pankaj Sonkar,
one of the men who
saved the pilots' lives,
be given a government
job. He demanded that
until he gets a govern-
ment job, he should be
given a job at the
Municipal Corporation
on an outsourcing
basis. Mayor Ganesh
Kesarwani assured
that he would write a
letter to the Chief

Minister regarding
Pankaj's case and also
assured him of a job
on an outsourcing
basis. He also said
that Pankaj would be
honored at the
Municipal Corporation
council meeting on
Republic Day.
Councillor Nem
Yadav proposed that
all three citizens
involved in saving the
lives of the two
pilots—Alok Yadav,
Pankaj Sonkar, and
Lal Saheb Yadav—be
honored. The Mayor
approved the proposal
to honor all three on
Republic Day. 

Fire sparked by

embers from a bra-

zier, fire brigade

brought it under

control in time
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Another fire incident was
reported at the Prayagraj
Magh Mela on Saturday
evening. Two tents were gut-
ted in a sudden fire at the
girls' camp located in Sector-
6. Upon receiving the infor-
mation, more than 10 fire ten-
ders reached the spot, and fire
personnel promptly brought
the fire under control.  Panic
spread among the pilgrims
present in the camp as soon as
the fire broke out. People
started shouting and ran
towards a safe place.
Fortunately, there were no
casualties reported in this
incident. Police and fire
department officials were
present at the spot.According

to the information, the camp
of Kishori Math Chitrakoot is
set up on Tulsi Shivala Marg,
where a total of 10 tents have
been erected. On Saturday
evening, a fire suddenly broke
out in one tent, which quickly
spread to the adjacent
tent.Chief Fire Officer of

Magh Mela, Animesh Singh,
said that a brazier was being
used in the tent where the fire
started. 

The fire was sparked by
embers from the brazier. Due
to the timely action of the fire
personnel, the fire was pre-
vented from spreading further,

thus averting a major acci-
dent.Following the incident,
the administration has
appealed to the camp organiz-
ers to strictly follow fire safe-
ty rules. Surveillance and vig-
ilance regarding fire safety
have been increased in the
area.

Fire breaks out again at Magh Mela, two

tents gutted at girls' camp in Sector-6

Municipal Corporation to Honor Three

Brave Men Who Saved Pilots' Lives
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At the Kriya Yoga camp on
Mahatma Gandhi Marg -
Sangam Mori Junction in the
Magh Mela area, on the occa-
sion of Basant Panchami,
internationally renowned
Kriya Yoga scientist Swami
Shri Yogi Satyam Ji Maharaj

explained the scientific and
spiritual significance of the
festival to practitioners from
India and abroad. He said that
the practice of Kriya Yoga is
the true and scientific worship
of Basant Panchami. Swami
Shri Yogi Satyam Ji Maharaj
explained that through Kriya
Yoga meditation, a person
experiences eternal unity with

all the creations of the uni-
verse. In this state, the practi-
tioner is able to truly serve all
beings and continuously expe-
riences supreme peace.He said
that the "arrival of spring"
does not merely signify a
change of season, but rather
the manifestation of knowl-
edge in life. When the flower
of knowledge blossoms within

a person, it manifests as the
awakening of the conscious-
ness centers located in the
head and spine, which are
called chakras. 

These chakras awaken
during the spring season,
spreading the fragrance of
peace, patience, and courage
in life. Swami Ji explained
that the concept of spring is

incomplete without Panchami.
The five main knowledge cen-
ters located in the spine—
Muladhara, Swadhisthana,
Manipura, Anahata, and
Vishuddha—when awakened,
lead to the experience of true
spring. 

This process of awak-
ening consciousness is called
Basant Panchami.He said that

this consciousness is awak-
ened through the regular prac-
tice of Kriya Yoga, therefore,
the practice of Kriya Yoga is
the scientific worship of
Basant Panchami. A large
number of practitioners were
present at the program and
absorbed this message through
meditation and spiritual prac-
tice.

The Spring of Knowledge Blossoms Through
Kriya Yoga Practice: Swami Yogi Satyam

The practice of Kriya Yoga is the true and scientific worship of Basant Panchami

Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh politics

witnessed turmoil after
the state Energy
Minister, A.K Sharma,
raised serious concerns
regarding the posting
of officers. Speaking
from a public platform,
Sharma said that dis-
cussions have emerged
suggesting that in some
places, up to 25 lakh is
being paid for district-
level postings. His
statement is being seen
as a major question
mark over the adminis-
trative system.The

minister said that if
such reports are true, it
is extremely worrying
and must be investigat-
ed seriously. He clari-
fied that the govern-
ment intention is to
ensure a transparent

and corruption-free
system and if any
irregularities are found,
strict action will be
taken.Following his
statement, discussions
have intensified in
administrative and

political circles.
Opposition parties have
termed it a direct attack
on the government
functioning, while
leaders of the ruling
party say that the min-
ister 
remarks reflect the
government zero-toler-
ance policy against
corruption.Political
observers believe that
such a statement from
a responsible minister
indicates that there is
introspection within the
government regarding
the system.

Serious Questions Raised by Energy Minister

A.K. Sharma Over Posting of Officers in UP,

Allegation of 25 Lakh for District Posting

Bahraich

To further strengthen the
internal security system in
the district, keep the gen-
eral public vigilant and
alert during emergency
situations, provide infor-
mation on first aid and
life-saving techniques and
assess the preparedness of
various departments in the
event of a natural disaster,
a blackout mock drill was
successfully conducted at
the Police Lines Parade
Ground late Friday
evening.This mock drill
was organized under the
directions of the
Additional Chief
Executive Officer, State
Disaster Management
Authority, Lucknow and
under the able guidance of
District Magistrate
Akshay Tripathi and

Superintendent of Police
Ramnayan Singh. During
the drill, a blackout situa-
tion was created at exactly
6 PM. Complete darkness
and silence prevailed all
around, and then the
sirens of the fire service
started blaring.Realistic
scenarios of a sudden
attack were presented at
the Police Lines Parade

Ground. Ambulances were
seen providing first aid to
the injured and rushing
them to the hospital, while
fire tenders promptly took
charge to control fires at
various locations.
The police force effec-
tively demonstrated secu-
rity arrangements,
patrolling, surveillance,
information exchange and

coordinated action in a
disciplined manner.SSB
personnel, NCC cadets,
police, health department,
urban development
department, Home
Guards, disaster relief vol-
unteers and members of
the local disaster manage-
ment team actively partic-
ipated in making the mock
drill a success. 

Blackout Mock Drill Held at Police Lines Parade Ground
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On the occasion of Uttar

Pradesh Day-2026, a grand pro-
gram based on the theme
'Developed Uttar Pradesh,
Developed India' was organized
on Saturday at the Ganga Pandal
in Magh Mela Sector-3. The
chief guest of the program, State
Cabinet Minister (Industrial
Development, Export
Promotion, NRI and Investment
Promotion) Nand Gopal Gupta
Nandi, inaugurated the program
by lighting the lamp.On this
occasion, Divisional

Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal, District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma and Chief
Development Officer Harshika
Singh were present. The minis-
ter inspected the stalls set up by
various departments and
obtained information about the
schemes, achievements and
works. A live broadcast of the
Uttar Pradesh Day program
organized in Lucknow by the
Union Home Minister and the
Chief Minister was also shown
at the venue.During the pro-
gram, a special video clip show-
casing the development path of
Prayagraj division was screened.

In the cultural programs, stu-
dents of Jagat Taran Girls Inter
College presented a welcome
song, while students of St.
Anthony Girls Inter College and
Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa
Balika Inter College gave attrac-
tive cultural performances on
the theme of 'Developed India'.
Folk songs and Dhedhiya dance
by folk artists mesmerized the
audience.On this occasion, the
minister honored the beneficiar-
ies who have done outstanding
work under various departments
and schemes. Certificates of
appreciation, shawls, toolkits
and dummy checks were given

to 10 farmers from the
Agriculture Department, 10
women from self-help groups,
beneficiaries of the Chief
Minister's Youth Employment
Scheme, One District One
Product scheme, Vishwakarma
Shram Samman Yojana,
Matikala Gramodyog, Chief
Minister's Youth Entrepreneur
Development Campaign, Chief
Minister's Youth Self-
Employment Scheme and other
schemes.The Department for
Persons with Disabilities also
distributed hearing aids, wheel-
chairs and MR kits to disabled
children. Artists who have made

significant contributions in the
field of art, literature and culture
were also honored. In his
address, Minister Nand Gopal
Gupta Nandi said that Uttar
Pradesh Day is being celebrated
at a time when devotees from
India and abroad have arrived in
Prayagraj, the city of the conflu-
ence, for the Magh Mela. This is
a living example of the state's
cultural heritage and spiritual
consciousness.

He said that the
Prime Minister's mantra of
'development with heritage' has
been strongly implemented in
the state under the leadership of

the Chief Minister.
The Minister said that due to the
robust law and order situation,
Uttar Pradesh is becoming the
first choice for investors, and
the state is rapidly moving
towards a one trillion dollar
economy. He said that the hap-
piness, progress, and prosperity
of the 24 crore people of the
state are the government's top
priority, and the double-engine
government is continuously
working with the resolve to take
the light of development to the
last person.The program was
conducted by Dr. Prabhakar
Tripathi.

Grand Event in Prayagraj with the Resolution

of 'Developed Uttar Pradesh – Developed India
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Prayagraj. Union Minister
of State for Health and
Family Welfare and
Chemicals and Fertilizers,
Smt. Anupriya Patel, partic-
ipated as the chief guest at
the 18th Employment Fair
organized on Saturday at
the Group Centre, Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), Phaphamau. On
this occasion, she presented
appointment letters to the
selected newly appointed
candidates and extended
her best wishes for their
bright future.The candi-
dates and their families
showed great enthusiasm
upon receiving the appoint-
ment letters. A live broad-
cast of the appointment let-
ter distribution program
organized by the Prime
Minister was also shown
during the event.In her
address, Union Minister of
State Anupriya Patel said
that she was extremely
happy to participate in the

18th Employment Fair in
Prayagraj. She informed
that the selected candidates
will serve in the Home,
Health, Financial Services,
and Higher Education
departments, as well as in
Central Armed Police
Forces such as the CRPF,
BSF, SSB, ITBP, and
CISF.She said that through
the 18th Employment Fair,
organized at 45 locations

across the country, the
Prime Minister virtually
distributed appointment let-
ters to more than 61,000
young people. She
expressed her expectation
that all the newly appointed
youth would discharge their
duties with dedication, hon-
esty, and transparency, and
contribute to realizing the
vision of a developed India
@2047.The Union Minister

said that making the youth
self-reliant and providing
them with employment is
the top priority of the cen-
tral government. Such
employment fairs are an
effective means of provid-
ing opportunities to the
youth.
She urged the youth to

work with discipline, dedi-
cation, and a spirit of
national service, and to
bring glory to the country,
society, and their families
through their conduct.The
program concluded peace-
fully and in an orderly
manner. The successful
organization of the employ-
ment fair has instilled new
hope and confidence in the
youth, reflecting the gov-
ernment's commitment to
job creation and youth
empowerment.On this occa-
sion, public representatives,
administrative officers, sen-
ior officers of the security
forces, and a large number
of candidates and their fam-
ilies were present.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kokhraj, Kaushambi. On
Saturday, a grievance
redressal day was organ-
ized at the Kokhraj police
station under the supervi-
sion of Station House
Officer Chandrabhushan
Maurya, as per government
directives.  Twelve com-
plainants submitted appli-
cations regarding land dis-
putes and other departmen-
tal issues, seeking resolu-
tion of their problems.
Station House Officer
Chandrabhushan Maurya
listened to the com-

plainants on the spot and
resolved five cases, for
which the complainants

expressed their gratitude.
He instructed that the
remaining cases be

resolved by a joint team of
revenue and police offi-
cials. He emphasized that

complaints should be
resolved within the stipu-
lated time frame and with

quality, ensuring the satis-
faction of the com-
plainants. He stated that
any negligence in resolving
complaints would not be
tolerated.  Present on the
occasion were Sub-
Inspector, police personnel,
revenue officials, village
headmen, Kanungo Rohit
Agrahari, Kanungo Sohan,
Lekhpal Pawan Rai, Ravi
Vishwakarma, Shiv
Shankar Pal, Kamal Singh,
Lakshmi Narayan, Neha
Jain, Aparna Srivastava,
Anuradha Verma, and other
prominent citizens of the
area.

12 Complainants Arrive at Kokhraj Police Station for Grievance Redressal Day

Mathura

The police team of
Baldev Police
Station arrested a
wanted accused on
22.01.2026 based on
information received
from a confidential
informant. In Case
Crime No. 001/2026,
registered under
Sections 191(2),
191(3), 190, 109(1),
115(2), 352, 351(3),
125 of the BNS and
Sections 5/25/27 of
the Arms Act,

Wanted Accused
Arrested by Baldev

Police Station
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Prayagraj: A tragic accident
occurred on Saturday in Chhoti
Kanti village, under the Ghurpur
police station area of ??the
Yamunapar region. Two students
on bicycles were killed after being
hit by a speeding ambulance. One
student died on the spot, while the
other was seriously injured and
succumbed to his injuries on the
way to SRN Hospital.  The fami-
lies of the deceased were devastat-
ed after the incident. Upon receiv-
ing the information, the police

reached the spot and took control
of the situation. There was wide-
spread anger among the local resi-
dents regarding the accident. It is
reported that both students were
returning home from school on
their bicycles when a speeding
ambulance hit them. The deceased
students have been identified as
Shobhit Patel and Rinku Patel. The
police have seized the ambulance
and started an investigation. The
bodies have been sent for post-
mortem examination. A pall of
gloom has descended over the vil-
lage after the incident. 

Speeding Ambulance Runs Over Cyclist

Students in Ghurpur, Two Dead
18th Employment Fair Organized in

Prayagraj, Union Minister of State Anupriya

Patel Distributes Appointment Letters

'Cabinet Minister Nand Gopal Gupta Nandi inaugurated the program and honored those who performed outstanding work
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A couplet by Mirza Ghalib
could well serve as the unoffi-
cial motto of UPSC aspirants:
Ragon mein daudte phirne ke
hum nahin qayal; jab aankh hi
se na tapka to phir lahu kya
hai— I’m not impressed by
blood that runs in the veins; if
it doesn’t spill from the eyes,
what kind of blood is it? After
all, aspirants live, for lack of a
better description, a suspend-
ed life built on the edifice of
junoon (passion) and self-
doubt. But sometimes, it all
comes together. The result is
announced, and the aspirant’s
name appears on the list.
Those who succeed are elevat-
ed to near-mythical status.
Their photos decorate news-

paper pages and coaching cen-
tre hoardings, and they are
invited for felicitations and
motivational talks.But what is
not celebrated is the silent
effort of an entire support sys-
tem—a quiet, unpaid work-
force made up of family mem-
bers, friends, and partners.It
has been said that it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child. Cliched
but true. The same holds for
success in the UPSC exam. If
UPSC is the Everest of Indian
competitive exams, and the
topper is the climber, then
their family members are the
sherpas who make the ascent
possible.The mother, often a
school dropout herself,
becomes the planner.

Relatives are told not to visit,
and the TV volume is turned
down. The father, already
exhausted by the demands of
underpaid work, becomes pro-
ficient in the mechanics of pre-
lims, mains, optional, DAF
(detailed application form),
and ethics papers. Siblings
absorb any and all friction in
silence. Affection is expressed
not through words but by con-
soling oneself: “Let him focus,
we will manage.”A natural
question arises: why do fami-
lies do this for an exam where
the acceptance rate is lower
than that of Harvard? The
ideal of public service and giv-
ing back to society is sine qua
non, but sometimes it is only a

necessary condition, not a suf-
ficient one.First, the dream of
cracking the UPSC is one that
originates in the family, not
the aspirant. A good score in
Class 12. A local officer who is
feted like royalty. A personal
experience with socio-eco-
nomic dysfunction. All these
experiences (and more) plant
the seed. “Ladke ko IAS/IPS
banana hai”. Whether the
child is a doctor or an engi-
neer, the end goal remains the
same: to make them a
Collector or SP sahab.Second,
the fragility of the Indian mid-
dle class, especially in small
towns and peri-urban India.
This class, often first-genera-
tion salaried or self-employed.

Integrated Child Development Services Scheme
– the Anganwadi Services Scheme was launched
in 1975 as an innovative experiment to address
maternal and child health,  nutrition, and early
childhood development. Aligned with the objec-
tives to improve children’s health, nutrition, and
development, reduce mortality, morbidity, and
dropout rates, and empower mothers through
counselling, the ICDS framework is designed to
nurture holistic development. Through a lifecy-
cle approach, it targets children aged 0-6  years,
pregnant and lactating mothers, and adolescent
girls, delivering supplementary nutrition, immu-
nisations, health check-ups, non-formal pre-
school education, and nutrition counselling.
Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) are the focal points
for delivering ICDS services, and Anganwadi
workers (AWWs) and helpers are the fulcrum of
rendering these vital services through AWCs and
home visits. Today, through a strong network of
more than 1.4 million Anganwadi centres
(AWCs) covering 100 million particularly vulner-
able mothers and children, ICDS has emerged as
the largest service delivery program for mother
care and child development. As ICDS celebrates
50 years this year, it presents a valuable oppor-
tunity to celebrate its achievements, reflect on
the gaps and challenges, and propose a way for-
ward to align with the futuristic needs of Viksit
Bharat.Since this launch, ICDS boasts a robust
framework that enables it to adapt and evolve
meaningfully in the future. Its evolution to cur-
rently Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0,  com-
bines schemes Poshan Abhiyaan, Scheme for
Adolescent Girls, and Poshan Bhi,  Padhai Bhi,
emphasising holistic development and real-time
monitoring. Today, all AWCs  and over 101 mil-
lion beneficiaries are registered on the Poshan
Tracker, enabling real time tracking of service
delivery and outcomes.Over the years, ICDS has
played a crucial role in equitably addressing mal-
nutrition, early childhood care, and maternal
health across India. India is moving in the right
direction toward achieving the SDG 2030 targets
for maternal and child mortality. Research has
demonstrated that early childhood interven-
tions targeting nutrition, education, and health
can substantially enhance human capital, espe-
cially in developing countries. An IFPRI study
published in the Bulletin of the World Health
Organisation highlighted improvements in both
equity and coverage of ICDS from 2006 to 2016,
with increased service utilisation (58 per cent to
71 per cent), especially among Scheduled Castes
and Tribes. Another study examining the link-
ages between utilisation of ICDS and under-
weight among children aged 6-59 months from
2015-16 to 2019-21, attributed improvements in
ICDS utilisation to 9-12 per cent of the observed
reduction in underweight children. A peer-
reviewed study in The University of Chicago
Press Journals found that children who were
exposed to ICDS during the first three years of
life completed 0.1-0.3 more grades of schooling
than those who were not.As India advances
towards Viksit Bharat, ICDS must not only
strengthen its existing interventions but also
embrace transformative paradigm shifts to
effectively address emerging challenges, harness
new opportunities, and align with the evolving
aspirations of society.Firstly, the pace of
improvement in nutrition needs to be accelerat-
ed. Malnutrition rates remain high—stunting
among children under five is 36 per cent, under-
weight at 32.1 per cent, and anaemia prevalence
at 67 per cent, especially in comparison to glob-
al benchmarks. Sub-optimal Infant and Young
Child Feeding (IYCF) practices, where only 42 per
cent of infants are breastfed within the first
hour, and only 11 per cent of children
aged 6–23 months receive an ade-
quate diet. Anaemia among
pregnant women (52 per cent),
children (67 per cent), and
women of reproductive.

Imarat-e-Shariah, a strong
socio-religious group with
a big influence on a section
of Indian Muslims, organ-
ised a huge protest at
Patna’s Gandhi Maidan.
The rally, named ‘Waqf
Bachao, Samvidhan
Bachao – Save Waqf, Save
the Constitution’ – quickly
gained momentum, with
thousands of Muslim pro-
testers from Bihar and
nearby states vocally con-
demning the Waqf Act
amendment as a violation
of both constitutional
rights and religious free-
dom. This was not just a
protest; it was a firm decla-
ration against a law per-
ceived as an infringement
on fundamental free-
doms—freedoms that
many believe must be pro-
tected at all costs.Speakers
at the rally claimed that
the Waqf Amendment Act
crushes not only the
Islamic principle of Waqf
(charitable endowment)
but also assaults the very
core of religious autono-
my. Faisal Wali Rahmani,
head of Imarat-e-Shariah,
made it clear: the Act is a
dangerous overreach that
jeopardises the communi-
ty’s ability to govern its
own affairs. “This confer-
ence,” he declared, “is a
peaceful, constitutional
demand to roll back this
draconian legislation.” His
words rang out as a chal-
lenge to those who would
allow such overreach to
stand unchecked.I fully
agree that every Indian has
the right to free speech
and peaceful protest, as
guaranteed by our

Constitution. But the argu-
ment surrounding religious
autonomy is far more com-
plicated than it seems. This
notion of autonomy isn’t
about personal religious
practice—it’s about collec-
tive and organisational
control.The idea that a reli-
gious group should have
the unrestricted right to
manage its own affairs
raises some troubling
questions. First, does this
imply that such a group is
somehow separate, not
truly a part of the larger
nation? Second, is there
not a risk in projecting this
image of self-contain-
ment—as though the com-
munity exists outside the
national fabric? The impli-
cations are far more pro-
found than they may
appear.What if every com-
munity or tribe starts to
argue that no one has the
right to interfere in their
affairs, claiming that their
practices and core values
are above the reach of
national laws or human
rights? Imagine a commu-
nity that argues the gov-
ernment should have no
say in child marriage,
defending it as a matter of

religious or cultural tradi-
tion. Would such a stance
be accepted simply
because it aligns with the
idea that each group
should be able to uphold
its own values? Surely, we
would not accept such
practices under the guise
of religious freedom.
At what point do we draw
the line between protect-
ing religious rights and
ensuring that these prac-
tices don’t violate basic
human rights or endanger
individuals? The core issue
is whether any belief or
practice—no matter how
deeply rooted in religion or
culture—can be allowed to
override the fundamental
principles of justice, equal-
ity, and human
dignity.When leaders of
the Muslim community, or
any religious group, invoke
the Constitution, they
often present it as though
it grants them an unfet-
tered right to religious
freedom—one that allows
them to manage their
affairs without interfer-
ence from the state, its leg-
islature, or its judiciary. But
what is overlooked is that
this right to religious free-

dom is not absolute or sep-
arate from other constitu-
tional values. It exists with-
in a broader framework
that includes human
rights, equality, and justice
for all citizens.The
Constitution, in its design,
ensures religious free-
dom—but it does so with
the understanding that
such freedom must never
come at the expense of the
dignity or rights of others.
This means that the
Constitution’s values—
those of equality and jus-
tice—must always take
precedence over any indi-
vidual or collective reli-
gious right when they
begin to infringe on these
f u n d a m e n t a l
principles.Once we are
clear on this, we can
oppose Waqf amend-
ments that we believe
infringe upon our
rights.The idea that any
community has the inher-
ent right to manage its
own affairs solely under
the umbrella of constitu-
tional rights is a dangerous
one.As I make this distinc-
tion, it is crucial to point
out some things. While the
Patna protest may be
framed as a defence of
constitutional rights, the
very organisation leading
it—Imarat-e-Shariah—
operates a parallel system
within the Muslim
Personal Law framework
despite lacking formal judi-
cial authority.The argu-
ment often put forward is
that these bodies deal with
matters like marriage,
divorce, inheritance, and
Waqf when all parties

involved consent to the
process. However, we all
know the reality of social
pressure within Indian
Muslim society. In practice,
these institutions often
function without any
regard for constitutional
values that guarantee
equality and human rights
for all citizens, particularly
women.This contradiction
is visible when they invoke
the Constitution to protect
their own interest but fail
to understand the very val-
ues it stands for. The
Constitution is not just
meant to protect religious
autonomy and the collec-
tive religious right of a
community; it is also sup-
posed to protect the fun-
damental rights of every
individual, regardless of
their religion or back-
ground.Moreover, such
protests and gatherings
only represent a section of
Indian Muslims – not each
and every one of us. These
events are led mostly by
elite Ashraaf Muslims, with
Pasmandas being utilised
as mob followers. It is dis-
heartening to see how
these institutions, con-
trolled by Ashraafs, contin-
ue to use Pasmandas as
pawns in their own power
negotiations while claim-
ing to represent the com-
munity as a whole.
Take, for example, the
claims made during this
protest. Faisal Wali
Rahmani warned that after
the Waqf Board amend-
ment, anyone could lay
claim to Muslim religious
sites: “If tomorrow some-
one demands .

West Asia has ever been on the boil,
and its tumultuous events perturb
Indian Muslims no end. Their atti-
tude toward international affairs,
particularly events in Muslim coun-
tries, is determined more by their
religious identity and extraterritorial
loyalty than by their national identity
and the country’s interests.Since the
establishment of the Mughal rule in
1526, Muslim rulers of India stopped
swearing allegiance to any foreign
entity, as was the practice during the
Sultanate period (the reason why
that period came to be known by this
name), when the Sultan tacitly recog-
nised the suzerainty of the Abbasid
caliphate, which, after the sacking of
Baghdad by the Mongol army led by
Halagu Khan in 1258, moved to Cairo
where it resided until 1527. Later, the
caliphate was transferred to the
Ottoman rulers of Turkey. In the
political lexicon of Islam, Sultan
means an autonomous governor of
the caliph. The Mughals didn’t recog-
nise the new Ottoman caliphate in
Turkey, and called themselves
Padshah (king) instead of
Sultan.However, so long as India was
under Muslim rule, it didn’t really
matter whether the caliph was
recognised or not. But with the ter-
mination of the titular Mughal sover-
eignty in 1857, the Muslim ruling
class found itself stranded. In order
to find an ideological mooring for
their adrift theo-politics, they
anchored themselves in the theo-
cratic institution of the Ottoman
caliphate. The Muslim ruling class
had so maintained its foreign charac-
ter that this transfer of allegiance to
a new overlord outside India seemed
normal and caused no consternation.
Rather, this instinctive reaction was
understood as a default action.The
first stirrings of the newly incubated
pro-Turkish sympathies became visi-
ble during the Russo-Turkish War of

1877-78. Unsurprisingly, the newly
established Muhammadan Anglo
Oriental College in Aligarh, the pre-
cursor to Aligarh Muslim University,
chose the Turkish dress, with the dis-
tinctive Fez — the red hat with black
tassel — as its uniform. This trend of
associating with the Ottoman
caliphate matured during the Khilafat
Movement, which, in the Muslim
mind, forever subordinated Indian
nationalism to pan–Islamism, and
also to a great extent made the
Indian foreign policy sensitive to the
extraterritorial loyalty of the
Muslims.India’s Muslim ruling class
had cultivated a sense of identity
that made it easier for them to asso-
ciate with their foreign co-religionists
than the native compatriots.
Therefore, it was inevitable that
Muslims diverged into pan-Islamism
when the national movement
emerged in India. It’s true that Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan had been wary of
the pan-Islamist ideas, and opposed
its propagation by the peripatetic
preacher, Jamaluddin Afghani (1838-
1897). But his opposition was
because of pan-Islamism’s anti-
British edge — and Sir Syed was a
British loyalist.
— rather than any thought for Indian
nationalism, which he had contest-
ed.What’s known as global Islam or
Ummah today was, in the late 19th
and early 20th century, termed pan-
Islamism. Contrary to what the ter-
minology conveys — an ideology
encompassing and shared by the
entire Islamic world — it actually
denoted the political attitude of
Indian Muslims who, though domi-
ciled in India, sought the meaning of
their existence in belonging to the
global Muslim community. India was
incidental to their worldview. They
were born here, but belonged else-
where. What affected them the
most, at the deep emotional.

Indian Muslims must face the

truth—Muslim countries don’t care

about themKarnataka’s proposed 
Misinformation and Fake News
(Prohibition) Bill, 2025, is poorly
drafted and replete with structural
infirmities. It is also at odds with
existing central laws and its constitu-
tional validity is questionable. Let’s
see how.The bill deprives social
media intermediaries of their statu-
tory immunity from state persecu-
tion for user-generated content, a
legal protection commonly referred
to in internet law as ‘safe harbour’.
India’s nodal Information
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) pro-
vides for safe harbour protections
and allows social media companies
to host user content with condition-
al immunity, within a clearly defined
legal framework. In contrast,
Karnataka’s fake news bill proposes
to hold social media companies
accountable for violating any provi-
sion of the proposed law.The bill
envisions a government-appointed
Fake News on Social Media
Regulatory Authority, with sweeping

powers to preemptively block or ban
content it deems illegal. However, it
does not clarify how these powers
will sync with the safe harbour pro-
tections under the IT Act. Without
safe harbour protections, social
media companies could face a del-
uge of criminal penalties for content
that is difficult to monitor and filter,
such as superstitions or unscientific
claims, both deemed illegal under
the bill.The Authority’s blocking
powers create a parallel mechanism
to the content-blocking procedures
already prescribed under the
Centre’s IT Act. The lack of standard
procedural safeguards, such as the
need to notify penalised parties or
offer them a fair hearing, further dis-
regards the minimum standards set
by the IT Act. That law limits content
blocking to specific grounds such as
public order, sovereignty, and
integrity of India, friendly relations
with foreign states, or preventing
incitement to an offence — all of
which correspond to the restrictions. 

Karnataka’s fake news bill won’t
survive a court challenge

Revamp anganwadi model for

Viksit Bharat. Workers should be

seen as frontline educators

Success to failure, UPSC is a family affair

Religious autonomy isn’t absolute  
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Commercial LPG hike by Rs
16.5 per cylinder, jet fuel up
1.45%; household cooking

gas remains unchanged
NEW DELHI: The cost of commercial LPG and avia-
tion fuel prices surged on Sunday following the
monthly revision aimed at aligning with trends in
international oil prices. State-owned oil firms
raised commercial LPG rates, used in hotels and
restaurants by Rs 16.5 per to Rs 1818.50 per 19 kg
cylinder. Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices in Delhi,
which hosts one of India's most active airports,
saw an increase of Rs 1,318.12 per kilo litre, mark-
ing a 1.45 per cent increment. The new rate stands
at Rs 91,856.84 per kl, according to state-owned
fuel retailers. The prices of ATF and LPG vary from
state to state, depending on local taxes, including
VAT. This marks the second consecutive monthly
increase in jet fuel prices, which were previously
raised by Rs 2,941.5 per kl, or 3.3 per cemt, on
November 1. ATF prices were reduced by 6.3 per
cent (Rs 5,883 per kl) on October 1 and by Rs
4,495.5 per kl, or 4.58 per cent, on September 1. In
Mumbai, the ATF price increased to Rs 85,861.02
per kl on Sunday from Rs 84,642.91 previously. The
price of commercial LPG have also increased for
the seventh consecutive month. In the most
recent review on November 1, commercial LPG
prices were raised by Rs 62 per 19-kg cylinder.
Over the course of five price hikes, commercial
LPG prices have increased by Rs 172.5 per 19-kg
cylinder, reaching their peak this year. Four month-
ly price reductions before the current cycle began
in August were offset by the recent hikes. Prices
for 19-kg cylinders were reduced by Rs 148 across
the four rounds. Currently, commercial LPG costs
Rs 1,980 in Chennai, Rs 1,927 in Kolkata, and Rs
1,771 in Mumbai for a 19-kg cylinder. However,
the rate of cooking gas used in domestic house-
holds, however, remained unchanged at Rs 803
per 14.2-kg cylinder. State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL), and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL) revise the prices of ATF and cooking gas
on the first of each month.

Delhi: Total 

Energies, a French oil
company, has sus-
pended investments
in Adani Group enti-
ties pending the con-
clusion of US bribery
allegations against its
founder. The Paris-
based company,
which owns key
investments in Adani
Group's renewable
energy and gas distri-
bution operations,
said it was unaware of
the US solar power
corruption inquiry.
"Total Energies
rejects corruption in
any form," it
declared. "This indict-
ment does not target
Adani Green Energy
(AGEL) itself, nor any
AGEL-related compa-
nies." Total Energies
claimed it learned
about Gautam
Adani's and others'
indictment from US
public pronounce-
ments. Gautam
Adani, his nephew

and Adani Green
Energy executive
director Sagar Adani,
and others are
accused of a $265m
bribery scam. Total
Energies bought
19.7% of Adani Green
Energy in January
2021. It invested $444
million in an equal
joint venture with the
Indian company to
acquire three
1,150MW operational
renewable assets in
September.  
Additionally, it owns
37.4% of Adani Total
Gas, which supplies
CNG to cars and natu-
ral gas to homes.

Delhi: 
Government sources
claimed the Union
Cabinet has agreed in
principle to waive bank
guarantee require-
ments for telecom
companies' deferred
spectrum payments,
but with strict condi-
tions. The waiver will
require telcos to pay
three months' instal-
ments in addition to
their annual fees.
Sources said the gov-
ernment will give up its
right to collect Rs
30,000 crore in bank
guarantees upfront.
The Cabinet waived
the requirement for
telcos to buy spectrum
in six auctions
between 2012 and
2022. Spectrum auc-
tion regulations from
2022 and 2024
removed the necessity.
Airtel and Jio would
guarantee Rs 2,300
crore and Rs 4,000
crore. Vodafone Idea
(Vi) spectrum auction
moratorium ends in
October 2025. Current

rules required the cor-
poration to file bank
guarantees 13 months
before the next pay-
ment due date. The
DoT requested bank
guarantees from Vi for
the September 2025
spectrum payment of
Rs 24,747 crore. The
DoT also asked the
finance ministry to
exempt operators from
bank guarantees for
spectrum payments.
The waiver should help
Vi. Telco shares

increased 7.8% intra-
day to Rs 7.53. After
opening higher, Airtel
shares fell 0.1% to Rs
1,577. Vi was accused
of not paying its sec-
ond bank guarantee of
Rs 350 crore for spec-
trum purchased in a
2012 auction.
November 1 was the
payment deadline. Vi
skipped the payment
of about Rs 4,600 crore
in 2016 auction guar-
antees two months
earlier. 

Delhi: Telangana chief minister A Revanth Reddy
announced that the state government will not
accept the ?100 crore CSR donation from the
Adani Group for the Young India Skills University
in Ranga Reddy district, citing current circum-
stances and controversies. We thank you for com-
mitting 100
crore to Young
India Skills
University on
behalf of your
Foundation via
letter. We have
not sought
donors for phys-
ical transfers of
monies since
the university
did not acquire
the IT exemption under section 80G, Ranjan
wrote. The official added that he was “instructed
by the chief minister not to seek the transfer of
funds in view of the present circumstances and
arising controversies”. According to the US
Department of Justice indictment, Adani execu-
tives and Azure Power executives bribed Indian
government officials in five states to win solar
energy supply contracts worth over $2 billion over
20 years between 2020 and 2024. The scam pur-
portedly started in Odisha and spread to Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, and Jammu &
Kashmir. The Telangana chief minister said every-
one may lawfully invest, despite accusations that
the state government accepted Adani Group
funding. Reddy said Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has stated that the company that wins the bids
according to the regulations will invest.  

Delhi: As Airtel, Vodafone-
Idea, and Reliance Jio strug-
gle to reach a crucial
Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India deadline,
Indian mobile subscribers
may experience OTP delays.
The telecom watchdog
extended the deadline for
spam and phishing trace-
ability requirements to
December 1, 2024. Telecom
companies must now track
all commercial messages,
including OTPs, to combat
fraud. Telecom companies
can block scams by identify-
ing message sources.
However, missing this dead-
line could delay or prohibit
OTPs, harming banking, e-
commerce, and social net-
working. The TRAI imple-

mentation timeframe is
phased. Operators will noti-
fy chain declaration viola-
tors daily until November

30. All non-compliant mes-
sages will be prohibited
starting December 1.

Delhi: India will launch
the third-generation
Amaze on December 4,
2024, and unofficial
bookings have begun.
The car is arriving at
dealer yards nation-
wide ahead of its
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d
launch. It will rival the
new Maruti Suzuki
Dzire, Tata Tigor, and
Hyundai Aura. The
2025 Honda Amaze will
come in three vari-
ants—V, VX, and ZX—
with many interior and
exterior changes. Since
its inception in India
over a decade ago, the
Amaze has been a pop-
ular sedan. Several new
features and technolo-

gies will be added. The
top model will have a
floating touchscreen
infotainment system
with wireless Apple
CarPlay and Android
Auto connectivity,
automatic climate con-
trol, ADAS technology,
six airbags, reversing
camera, wireless
smartphone charger,
multi-functional steer-
ing wheel with mount-

ed controls, rear AC
vents, dual cup holders,
type-c charging ports,
and more. However, an
electric sunroof,
motorized seats, and
360-degree camera will
be missing. It will keep
its 1.2L four-cylinder
VTEC naturally aspirat-
ed petrol engine, which
produces 90 PS, and no
major mechanical
alterations. 

Delhi: India's Google
regulatory issues are
growing. In 2022, the
C o m p e t i t i o n
Commission of India
(CCI) fined the US tech
giant for abuse of
dominant position in
its Play Store and
Android mobile device
ecosystem. Now, the
fairplay regulator is
investigating a com-
plaint filed by gaming
company WinZO. CCI
directed its investiga-
tion arm to investigate
and report within 60
days after finding a
prima facie case.
"Based on the facts
and circumstances of
the case, the commis-
sion believes Google is
in violation and justi-
fies further inquiry.
The CCI bench, chaired
by Ravneet Kaur and
three members,
ordered the director
general to investigate.
A Google spokesman
declined to comment.
WinZO, an online gam-
ing company, claimed
that Google's Play
Store prohibits Real
Money Game hosting.
"Due to Google's
unreasonable and

restrictive policy, all
apps offering real
money games of skill
are only available for
download from their
website (a process
called sideloading)," it
told CCI. On Android
devices, using this
process to reach
WinZO displays a dis-
claimer/warning, tar-
nishing its image.
WinZO stated warn-
ings are without validi-
ty and "completely
illegal" and cost the
company. It also
claimed Google dis-
plays another "base-
less warning" when
users pay for skill-
based games. "Such
payment warnings are
arbitrary as Google
has not set any criteria
for displaying them,"
WinZO complained to
CCI. 

Google under CCI investi-

gation over gaming firm

complaint Delhi: The Union
Finance Ministry pro-
posed raising the
insurance sector's FDI
ceiling from 74% to
100% in a consultation
paper. The insurance
FDI limit was raised
from 49% to 74% in
February 2021. The
government said the
proposal to alter insur-
ance legislation will
make insurance more
affordable, grow the
insurance industry, and
streamline corporate
operations. 

An office memo-
randum dated
November 26 pro-
posed lifting the FDI
ceiling in Indian insur-
ance businesses from
74% to 100% and

allowing insurers to
conduct one or more
kinds of insurance
business and associat-
ed or incidental opera-
tions. The suggestion
also cut foreign rein-
surers' Net Owned
Funds from Rs 5,000
crore to Rs 1,000 crore.
IRDAI can also set less-
er entry capital (Rs 50
crore) for underserved
or unserved regions on

a case-by-case basis.
The sector regulator is
trying to increase capi-
tal in this capital-inten-
sive industry. The
Chairman of IRDAI sug-
gests that the insur-
ance market requires
50,000 crore yearly to
double penetration in
the country. Insurance
penetration is the ratio
of annual premiums
issued to GDP. 

Delhi: Bank loans
against gold jewelry
rose 50.4% in the first
seven months of the
year. Despite single-digit
growth in every other
personal loan area,
credit rose sharply. RBI
issued sectoral deploy-
ment of bank credit
Gold loans totaled Rs
1,02,562 crore in March
2024. Growth was 56%
year-over-year, up from

13% in October 2023.
NBFCs' move and a pref-
erence for secured loans
over unsecured ones
contributed to the first-
seven-month gold loan
surge, bankers said.
Bank loans to NBFCs fell
0.7% to Rs 1.5 lakh crore
in the first seven
months. Bankers also
said that rising gold
prices allow borrowers
to repay previous loans

and get higher new
ones. Analysts see rising
gold loan demand as an
indication of financial
instability. RBI ordered
banks and financial
companies to review
and fix their gold loan
rules and procedures
within three months last
month. After an exami-
nation, evergreening
was found to hide bad
loans. 

French energy giant Total puts

Adani Gp investments on hold

Gold loans rise 50% in seven months

Cabinet's 30k cr bank 

guarantee relief for telcos

New Honda Amaze Variants

and Top Features

Tgana rejects Adani's 

100-cr contribution

The Union government wants

100% FDI in insurance

Delhi: Local media
stated that many US
businesses are advis-
ing clients to buy now
before President-elect
Donald Trump's pro-
posed tariffs hike
prices. Trump threat-
ened 60% tariffs on all
Chinese goods and
10% to 20% tariffs on
other goods during
his campaign. He
announced plans to
impose 25% tariffs on
Mexican and
Canadian imports and
10% on Chinese
imports. 
According to Xinhua,

US retailers

utilize Trump

tariff threats to

boost sales

Delhi: Google and its sub-
sidiary in India filed a lawsuit
in the US against former
Bengaluru office employee
Harshit Roy for revealing trade
secrets that were considered
confidential. In order to pre-
vent Roy from further dissemi-
nating the stolen trade secrets
that had irreparably harmed
Google, Google hired an out-
side investigator to find him.
Among the information that
was revealed were compre-
hensive specifications of pro-
prietary hardware.

A former employee

being sued by Google

India for disclosing

Pixel secrets

Delhi: Two sources say
NBCC India Ltd. wants
to buy defunct public
sector undertakings
(PSUs) to redevelop
and monetize their
land. The state-run
construction company
wants to leverage its
success in developing
land for government-
owned companies.
Developer is in talks to
acquire non-opera-
tional PSUs through a
new entity to monetize
their land banks.

Details are not yet

NBCC India will buy

sick PSUs and rede-

velop land banks

TRAI deadline may prevent Jio, Vi, and Airtel

subscribers from receiving OTPs

''The TRAI implementation timeframe is phased.

Operators will notify chain declaration violators

daily until November 30. All non-compliant mes-

sages will be prohibited starting December 1''

''Vi was accused of not paying its

second bank guarantee of Rs 350

crore for spectrum purchased in a

2012 auction. November 1 was the

payment deadline''
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