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Prayagraj: The auspicious bathing rit-
ual of Mouni Amavasya, under the
aegis of Magh Mela 2026, concluded
successfully on Sunday with devotion,
faith, and discipline. From the early
hours of Brahma Muhurta, a sea of
devotees thronged the Sangam banks.
Millions of devotees took a holy dip in
the confluence of the Ganges, Yamuna,
and the invisible Saraswati, earning
religious merit.The active participation
and vigilance of the police administra-
tion were clearly visible in ensuring the
successful completion of the grand fes-
tival. Police personnel remained fully
alert from the ???? area to the main
roads of the city. Crowd management,
traffic control, lost and found centers,
deployment of women police person-
nel, and surveillance through drones
and CCTV cameras further strength-

ened the arrangements. 
Administrative Staff Present
On the occasion of the Mouni
Amavasya bath, all the respected offi-
cers of the Mela administration were
present at the site throughout the day.
Senior police officers, administrative
officers, and Mela magistrates continu-

ously toured the area, reviewing the
arrangements. Quick response teams,
health department teams, and ambu-
lance services were also fully active to
deal with any emergency situation.
Devotees Applaud the Arrangements
Devotees from India and abroad praised
the security and arrangements. Due to

cleanliness, drinking water facilities,
lighting arrangements, and smooth
arrangements at the ghats, devotees did
not face any inconvenience. Sadhus,
saints, Kalpavasis, and devotees per-
formed bathing, charity, and worship in
a peaceful atmosphere.
A Wonderful Confluence of Faith

and Discipline
On Mouni Amavasya, a wonderful
example of faith and discipline was
witnessed at the Magh Mela. With the
coordination of the administration and
the police, this massive event conclud-
ed without any major incident. The
influx and outflow of devotees contin-

ued until late evening, which was man-
aged in a controlled manner.The admin-
istration stated that the cooperation of
the general public and the vigilance of
the police and administration played a
crucial role in the successful organiza-
tion of Magh Mela 2026, making this
holy festival historical and memorable. 
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Prayagraj. On the auspicious
occasion of Mauni Amavasya, a
grand Bhandara (community
feast) was organized on Sunday
at the Swami Girinar Baba camp
located in the Magh Mela area.
A large number of devotees
arrived and partook of the
prasad (blessed food).Bhairav
??Baba Maharaj, a devoted dis-
ciple of Girinar Baba, who was
present at the camp, said that
organizing the Bhandara is an

old tradition of the camp.
Whether it is the Magh Mela or
the Kumbh Mela, the Bhandara
is organized daily for the entire
month. During this time, devo-
tees from various parts of the
country visit the camp.He said
that disciples from Chitrakoot,
Lucknow, Fatehpur, Jhansi,
Kanpur, Banda, Mahoba, Ujjain,
Jabalpur, Varanasi, and
Prayagraj, among other places,
stay at the camp set up by the
ashram for a month, take a dip
in the Ganges, and partake of the prasad prepared daily. After the Magh Mela ends, all the

devotees return to their respec-
tive homes.Bhairav ??Baba
Maharaj said that this Bhandara
is being organized through the

generosity of disciple Shri Ram
Purwar. This event is not new,
but has been going on continu-
ously for the past 30 years.
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Prayagraj. Due to the
strict security arrange-
ments at the Magh
Mela, arguments
between the police
and the general public
continued throughout
the day. In this
sequence, former IG
of Prayagraj zone,
Kavindra Pratap
Singh, also came
under the purview of
the police's strict-
ness.Kavindra Pratap
Singh, currently the
president of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (Kashi
province), was trying
to enter the fair area
from in front of the
Alop Shankari temple
in his Innova car, but
the police personnel
deployed at the spot
stopped his vehicle by

setting up barricades.
Despite the driver

introducing the former
IG, the constable
refused to let the vehi-
cle proceed, citing the
rules.It is reported that
after crossing one bar-
ricade, a constable
deployed under the
bridge stopped his car
again. 

After this, K.P.
Singh himself got out
of the vehicle and
introduced himself,
saying that he had
previously managed

the fair arrangements
and was going to the
Vishwa Hindu
Parishad camp.To this,
the constable clearly
stated that everyone
has to follow the
established system.
During this time, the
former IG was seen
smiling. After some
time, other police per-
sonnel arrived at the
spot and recognized
him, after which the
barricades were
removed. Later, the
concerned constable
also saluted him.
Reacting to the entire
incident, Kavindra
Pratap Singh said that
the police personnel
were doing their duty.
Such situations arise
due to the huge crowd
in the fair area, but
security arrangements
are necessary.

Prayagraj

On the auspicious
occasion of Mauni
Amavasya, devotees
associated with the
Girnar Baba camp in
the Magh Mela area
took a dip of faith in
the Sangam during the
Brahma Muhurta
early Sunday morn-
ing. A large number
of devotees gathered
for the holy bath from
early morning, creat-
ing an atmosphere of
devotion and rever-
ence throughout the
area.The devotees
performed the ritualis-
tic Ganga bath and
earned merit.
Following this,
prayers were offered
at the camp and
prasad (offerings)
were distributed.
During this time, the
saints and devotees of

Girnar Ashram gave a
message of dharma,
service, and adher-
ence to Sanatan tradi-

tions.
It is note-

worthy that during the
Magh Mela, the

Girnar Baba camp has
become a major cen-
ter of faith and serv-
ice for devotees,

where bathing, medi-
tation, and community
meals are organized
daily.

Mauni Amavasya: Devotees of
Girnar Ashram take a dip of faith

in the Brahma Muhurta

Bhandara Organized at Girinar Baba Camp on
Mauni Amavasya, Devotees Throng the Venue

Police personnel stopped the former

IG's car by setting up barricades; an

argument ensued at the barricade,

but the former IG kept smiling

Mouni Amavasya: A Grand Confluence of Faith, the Great 

Festival Concludes Successfully Thanks to Police Vigilance
Administration claims 45.2 million people took a dip of faith in the Sangam
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Ghazipur. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban
2.0, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directly trans-
ferred a grant amount of Rs
2,000 crore to the bank
accounts of 2 lakh beneficiar-
ies in the state from Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan, Gomti
Nagar, Lucknow. The pro-
gram was telecast live and
watched and heard at the
Collectorate Auditorium in

Ghazipur. In the program,
Hon'ble Member of
Legislative Council Vishal
Singh Chanchal, Hon'ble
Rajya Sabha MP Dr. Sangeeta
Balwant, Municipal
Chairperson Sarita Agarwal,
and BJP District President
Omprakash Rai transferred a
grant amount of Rs 100,000
per beneficiary, totaling Rs
21.19 crore, to the bank
accounts of 2119 beneficiar-
ies of the district under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-

Urban 2.0.Under the ambi-
tious Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban) 2.0 of the
Uttar Pradesh Government
and the Government of India,
the government is committed
to ensuring that no eligible
person remains without a
house. Hon'ble Chief Minister
is fully committed to this. In
the program, an amount of Rs
1,00,000 (one lakh rupees)
was transferred directly to the
bank accounts of 2119 benefi-
ciaries of the district as the

first installment.The honor-
able public representatives
distributed certificates to the
beneficiaries for the transfer
of funds and highlighted the
objectives of the scheme, stat-
ing that the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) 2.0 is a
strong step towards providing
pucca houses to urban poor
and eligible families. They
urged the beneficiaries to uti-
lize the funds properly and
complete the construction of
their houses in a timely man-

ner.Chief Revenue Officer
Ayush Chaudhary said that
the implementation of the
scheme in the district should
be done with transparency
and speed, and the work
should be of high quality. He
said that eligible beneficiaries
should receive the benefits on
time, and anyone eligible in
the district will be benefited.
A survey will also be con-
ducted for this purpose.
During the program, neces-
sary information related to

housing approval/fund trans-
fer was also provided to the
beneficiaries. 

On this occasion,
Additional District Magistrate
(Finance and Revenue)
Dinesh Kumar, Deputy
Collector/Project Officer,
DUDA Vinod Joshi,
Executive Officer of Ghazipur
Municipality Dhirendra Rai,
BJP District General
Secretary Praveen Singh, and
other officers were present.

Direct transfer of grant amount of Rs 21.19 crore to 2119 benefici-

aries of Ghazipur under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) 2.0.
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Prayagraj. Following a four-day

national deliberation camp organ-

ized by the Bharatiya Kisan Union

in Prayagraj, a detailed letter of

demands concerning the problems

of farmers, laborers, youth, tribals,

and the unemployed has been sent

to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The camp, held from January 15 to

18, 2026, saw representatives from

across the country engage in inten-

sive discussions on issues related to

agriculture, employment, labor,

electricity, disaster management,

and the federal structure.The letter

states that farmers and laborers,

considered the backbone of the

country, are currently facing the

deepest crisis. 

If concrete decisions are not taken

in time, it will directly impact the

country's food security and social

balance.Demand for Legal

Guarantee of MSPThe farmers'

union has demanded that laws be

enacted in Parliament and state

assemblies to guarantee a Minimum

Support Price (MSP) of 1.5 times

the cost of production (C2+50%)

for all crops, along with guaranteed

government procurement. They

have also demanded the opening of

government markets in all blocks

and an increase in the moisture limit

from 17 to 22 percent, considering

untimely rains. A demand has also

been raised to fix the State Advised

Price (SAP) for sugarcane at Rs.

500 per quintal and to ensure pay-

ment of arrears with interest

Loan Waiver and Free Electricity

as Key Issues

The letter of demands includes a

comprehensive loan waiver scheme

for farmers and agricultural labor-

ers, a ban on the arbitrary practices

of microfinance institutions, and

interest-free loans. It also demands

the withdrawal of the Electricity

Bill 2025, a ban on the privatization

of electricity and smart meters, and

free electricity for domestic con-

sumers up to 300 units and for agri-

cultural purposes. Emphasis on

Employment, Wages, and Social

Security

The demands include the withdraw-

al of all four labor codes, a ban on

the privatization of public sector

undertakings, fixing the minimum

wage at Rs. 26,000 per month, and

a monthly pension of Rs. 10,000 for

unorganized sector and agricultural

laborers. The letter also calls for

ensuring 200 days of work and a

daily wage of Rs. 700 under

MNREGA. 

Objections to Disaster, Fertilizer,

and Trade Policies

The farmers' union has demanded

that the devastating floods and land-

slides be declared a national disas-

ter, that a judicial inquiry be con-

ducted by a sitting Supreme Court

judge, and that substantial compen-

sation be provided to the disaster-

affected states. They have also

demanded the restoration of fertiliz-

er subsidies, an end to the black

marketing of DAP and urea, and

opposed the forced imposition of

nano-fertilizers.Furthermore, they

have demanded the rejection of free

trade agreements with the US and

other countries that harm the inter-

ests of farmers and laborers.Appeal

for the Protection of the Federal

StructureThe charter emphasizes the

protection of states' rights, demand-

ing that the states' share in the divis-

ible pool be increased to 60 percent,

that the GST law be amended, and

that public investment in the agri-

culture and cooperative sectors be

increased.

Farmers' Union's Warning

Message

Anuj Singh, the youth president of

the Bharatiya Kisan Union (Indian

Farmers' Union), said that if the

government does not seriously con-

sider these demands, farmers, labor-

ers, and the youth will be forced to

launch a larger movement to protect

their rights. He stated that this char-

ter is the voice of the working class

of the country, which cannot be

ignored.
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Ghazipur. A grand blan-
ket distribution program
was organized today in
Chakbakar Rajela
Gadesar village under
Mohammadabad develop-
ment block of the district.
The program was graced
by the dignified presence
of the Chief Guest,
Vishal Singh Chanchal Ji
(MLC).In this program,
organized with the aim of
providing relief to the
needy during the biting
cold, blankets were dis-
tributed to poor and help-

less families. There was an
atmosphere of enthusiasm
throughout the area during
the program, and a large
crowd of villagers was
seen. 
The Chief Guest said that
"Public service is the
greatest religion. It is the
responsibility of all of us
to help the poor, needy,
and helpless people." He
appreciated the initiative
of the village head and the
organizing committee,
saying that such programs
strengthen the spirit of
brotherhood and coopera-
tion in society. The organ-

izers of the program,
Village Head Chandra
Kala Tiwari and Village
Head Representative Sujit
Tiwari, warmly welcomed
the Chief Guest and
expressed their gratitude
to all those who con-
tributed to making the pro-
gram a success.A large
number of villagers,
including Akhilesh Singh,
Bhupendra Singh, Golu
Dubey, Bholu Pandey,
Triloki Pandey, and Hare
Ram, were present at the
program and participated
in making it a historic
event. 

Blanket Distribution in the Presence of MLC Chanchal Ji

Dibiyapur

The book “Ambedkar,
Hindutva and India”
authored by Dibiyapur-
based writer, historian and
columnist Munish Tripathi
was formally released at
the International Book Fair
held at Bharat Mandapam,
Delhi. The release ceremo-
ny witnessed the presence
of renowned scholars, intel-
lectuals and a large audi-
ence of readers and listen-
ers. A discussion session on
the book was also organ-
ized on the occasion. The
chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Amitabh
Agnihotri.

Munish Tripathi

Book “Ambedkar,

Hindutva and

India” Released
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Ghazipur: The Saadat
police team of the district,
in a police encounter,
injured and arrested two
notorious criminals
involved in a rape incident
within 12 hours.  Two ille-
gal .315 bore pistols, two
spent cartridges, and three
live cartridges were recov-
ered from their posses-
sion.In a campaign against
crime and criminals, on
January 18, 2026, the
Station House Officer
(SHO) of Saadat, along
with his team, was
patrolling the area when they
received information from an
informant that the criminals who
had committed the rape in the ruins
near Saadat station were present in
the police station area with the
intention of committing another
crime, and could be apprehended if
quick action was taken. Based on
this information, the SHO of
Saadat and his police team
attempted to surround and arrest
the criminals. Near Savas Mod,
seeing themselves surrounded, the
criminals opened fire on the police

team with the intention of killing
them. 
The police team, in self-defense,
fired back, injuring the criminals
in their legs. They were immedi-
ately sent to the CHC Saadat,
Ghazipur for treatment, keeping in
mind humanitarian considerations.
A case has been registered regard-
ing the police encounter and the
recovery of weapons, and legal
action is being taken. The
encounter team/arresting police
team included Station House
Officer Saadat, Vagish Vikram
Singh, and his team.

Saadat Police's Swift Action: Two Rape

Accused Arrested in Encounter Within

12 Hours, Illegal Weapons Recovered

Farmers' Roar from the National Deliberation Camp

The program was telecast live and watched and heard at the

Collectorate Auditorium in Ghazipur

Letter of Demands sent to the Prime Minister, 10 Major Demands
from MSP Guarantee to Loan Waiver
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History has rarely been away
from the headlines over the
last few weeks, whether
through the rewriting of
NCERT textbooks or PM
Modi’s tribute to the Chola
dynasty of medieval South
India. The coming month will
see the millennial celebrations
of the 11th-century Chola
emperor Rajendra I, specifical-
ly of his conquests in
Southeast Asia. There is a loud
chorus, at least on social
media, that the Cholas—and
South India in general—
haven’t gotten their due in the
national historical imagina-

tion. But there’s more going
on than meets the eye. The
fact is that celebrating the con-
quests of the Cholas misses
the woods for the trees.
Rather than encourage a
deeper understanding of
regional histories, we are
instead forcing a remarkable
medieval society into today’s
culture wars. To understand
the recent political bonanza
about the Cholas, first we
need to understand what
they’ve left behind—and the
many ways in which we’ve
understood this over the
decades. Most of what we

know about the Cholas derives
from donative inscriptions
that adorn the walls of
medieval Tamil temples.
Interestingly, most Chola-peri-
od donative inscriptions were
not commissioned by the
Chola court, but a broad, shift-
ing spectrum of Tamil-speak-
ing society. 

Through these inscriptions,
we can see broad social
trends. As historians Noboru
Karashima, Y Subbarayalu, and
James Heitzman have shown,
most temple affairs—and, by
extension, village affairs—
depended on local collectives,

rather than royal officials.
These might be collectives of
Vellala cultivator families, or
Brahmin landlords, or mer-
chants. These collectives, as
we’ll see soon, were not mute
recipients of royal command-
ments. Temple donors were
fairly diverse in the early 10th
century (when the Chola
dynasty was rising), some-
times including shepherds and
washer-people. Over time,
temple activities were steadily
taken over by men of elite
martial or landed back-
grounds, often linked to the
Chola court.

KKavitha, daughter of former Telangana chief
minister K Chandrasekhar Rao, is hurting. She
began her 72-hour hunger strike Monday,
demanding 42 per cent reservation for back-
ward classes in jobs, educational institutions
and local bodies. Her party, the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi, is staying away from it.  While she is
being trolled and ridiculed by political rivals as
also party colleagues, nobody has come to her
defense. Even her brother and the party’s
working president, KT Rama Rao, hasn’t said a
word. To make matters worse, she was
dropped as honorary president of the
Telangana Boggu Ghani Karmika Sangham
(TBGKS), a BRS-affiliated trade union. Kavitha, a
BRS legislator, has accused “party insiders” of
encouraging those attacking her and also ques-
tioned the silence of BRS “brothers”.  So, what’s
happening in the BRS’ ‘first family’? In August
last year when she came out of Tihar jail on bail
in the alleged liquor scam, her family was wait-
ing for her outside. With tears in her eyes, she
kissed her brother KT Rama Rao’s hand. A year
later, she is looking isolated and abandoned by
the family.  The controversy surrounding her
‘letter bomb’ refuses to die down. Not because
her father is upset about the letter, in which
she expressed disagreement with his way of
functioning, but because of how her party has
reacted — by virtually abandoning her. Party
insiders tell me that while the father did call
the daughter “three or four times”, the brother
has cut off all communication with her.  These
developments are being interpreted in political
circles as a full-blown succession war between
Kavitha and KTR, with cousin Harish Rao keep-
ing his ambitions in abeyance and pledging alle-
giance to KTR.  But it’s not as simple as that.
Party insiders close to the BRS first family tell
me that the man behind Kavitha’s current woes
is not her brother. The one who triggered this
storm is someone party circles are calling the
‘VK Pandian of Telangana’ — a reference to the
former IAS officer in Odisha whose “control”
over ex-CM Naveen Patnaik alienated Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) leaders and eventually led to
Patnaik’s fall from power.  In the case of the
BRS’ family feud, it’s not an ex-IAS officer. It’s a
close relative and KCR’s trusted confidant who,
insiders say, has gained ‘control’ over the for-
mer CM. And it’s this person that Kavitha has
taken up the cudgels against. She has been
hurting ever since her letter to KCR was
“leaked” — a letter in which she questioned her
father for being soft on the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) during his speech marking the BRS’
25th anniversary. She said this gave the impres-
sion that the BRS and BJP could work together
in the future. The letter also flagged other con-
cerns about the way her party leadership was
functioning. It was ‘leaked’ while she was in the
US visiting her elder son. Though she had sent
the letter before leaving, many might find it
strange that she chose to write rather than
speak to her father, possibly a sign of a rift. The
fact, however, is that she has been writing
hand-written letters — not emails, which KCR
doesn’t use — for years. The usual practice was
that she would hand over a letter during a
meeting, which he would read and respond to
later. This time, Kavitha sent the letter through
her mother, as she was sick and didn’t want to
risk infecting her elderly father.  But when the
letter surfaced just before her return to India,
she was furious.
She apparently saw a pattern — and a familiar

hand, someone she always suspected of work-
ing against her. Party insiders say she suspects
her cousin Joginapally Santhosh Kumar to be
behind the leak. Santhosh is her mother
Shobha’s sister’s son, who is like KCR’s
“nurse and PA” who stays with
him 24X7, taking care of him —
much like Pandian did with
Patnaik. KCR has given him
untrammelled clout. 

India’s defence relationship
with the US has been matur-
ing over the last decade –
from cautious engagement
to structured partnerships,
driven by shared strategic
interest. What was once a
purely transactional partner-
ship, a buyer/seller relation-
ship involving specific pro-
curement contracts, has now
assumed a pivotal role in the
global geopolitical calculus.
However, this evolving
alliance is under stress, espe-
cially in light of President
Donald Trump’s sudden
imposition of a 25 percent
tariff on Indian exports, with
additional as yet unspecified
‘penalties’ for importing oil
from Russia. Yet even as eco-
nomic ties fray, the depth of
security cooperation, and the
numerous formal agree-
ments that sustain it, offers
India both an opportunity
and a challenge. The key
question is whether India can
deepen its defence coopera-
tion with the US, without
ceding its strategic autonomy
or aligning it with shifting
political agendas. At the
heart of India–US defence
ties lies an architecture of
agreements, joint exercises,
and co-development initia-
tives that extend well beyond
symbolism. The signing of
foundational accords such as
COMCASA (Communications
Compatibility and Security
Agreement), BECA (Basic
Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement), and the
Industrial Security Annex
have facilitated real-time
intelligence sharing, logistical
interoperability, and protect-
ed access to cutting-edge mil-
itary technology. These
treaties, once perceived as

intrusive or incompatible
with India’s traditional non-
alignment posture, are now
actively deployed to bolster
maritime surveillance,
domain awareness, and air
defence capabilities.
Operational collaboration
has also deepened. India’s
acquisition of MQ-9B
Predator drones, MH-60R
multi-role naval helicopters,
and the proposed co-produc-
tion of GE-414 engines for
indigenous fighter jets signal
not just defence modernisa-
tion, but also a convergence
in regional threat assess-
ments, especially vis-à-vis
China’s assertive posture in
the Indo-Pacific. Initiatives
such as INDUS-X and iCET are
moving beyond procurement
to include co-development,
startup incubation, and col-
laborative research in emerg-
ing technologies like Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Quantum
Computing (QC), and
Autonomous Weapons
Systems (AWS). These
engagements point to a long-
term strategic partnership
rather than short-term expe-
diency. However, there is a fly
in the ointment. The July 30
announcement of 25 per
cent US tariffs on Indian
exports, couched vaguely in
terms of India’s ongoing

defence and energy coopera-
tion with Russia, reveals a
recurring dilemma: how sta-
ble and reliable is US strate-
gic posture and uncondition-
al support when tested by
domestic political impera-
tives or ideological shifts like
MAGA? The tariffs, affecting
nearly three-quarters of
India’s exports, suggest that
economic retaliation may be
used as a convenient foreign
policy tool for strategic coer-
cion. That the current pro-
posed tariffs were triggered
not by any rupture in defence
ties, but by dissatisfaction
over India’s continued import
of Russian oil and military
platforms, underscores the
complexity of American relia-
bility. This tension exposes
the somewhat hypocritical
duality of US diplomacy, in
that it seeks convergence on
strategic goals while retain-
ing coercive tools to enforce
alignment. For India, such
moves raise critical questions
and strike at the heart of its
policy of strategic autonomy.
Can the US-India defence
partnership flourish in an
environment where India’s
broader economic or foreign
policy decisions invite puni-
tive countermeasures? Will
access to US platforms and
supply chains be withdrawn

or restricted, especially in
times of conflict, if India con-
tinues to pursue a multi-
pronged foreign policy that
includes countries like Russia
and Iran, which the US views
as enemies?The answer
probably lies in separating
the institutional depth of
security cooperation from
the dynamic volatility arising
out of political posturing.
Unlike trade, which is often
driven by electoral considera-
tions and domestic impera-
tives like MAGA, defence col-
laboration is sustained by
bureaucratic processes, insti-
tutional memory, and mutual
threat recognition. The US
Defence and State
Departments, and India’s
Ministries of Defence and
External Affairs, operate on
longer timelines and are
often shielded, though not
immune, from the ups and
downs arising out of political
turnarounds. For example,
platforms like the Reciprocal
Defence Procurement (RDP),
offset clauses, and co-devel-
opment agreements are
more likely to endure and
evolve, perhaps with some
tweaks, than suffer abrupt
reversals. The 2+2 dialogue
has endured many political
hiccups. The MEA’s state-
ment — “This partnership
has weathered several transi-
tions and challenges” —
reflects the long-term nature
of the relationship. India’s
recent strategic decisions
suggest a pragmatic reading
of this duality. While defence
cooperation with the US has
accelerated, India continues
to diversify its military suppli-
ers, including France (Rafale
jets), Israel (missile defence),
and Russia (S-400 systems).

This hedging reflects India’s
understanding that a strate-
gic partnership does not
mean strategic dependence.
The refusal to proceed with
the proposed F-35 acquisi-
tion, despite its symbolic
value, signals India’s intent to
avoid politically sensitive pur-
chases that may jeopardise
its diplomatic flexibility or
trigger regional escalations.
At the same time, India could
astutely use its defence com-
mitments as a bargaining
tool. By advertising possible
future purchases – from
Predator drones and GE-414
engines to naval platforms –
as strategic inducements,
India has levers to secure tar-
iff concessions, obtain mar-
ket access, and reduce regu-
latory barriers in trade nego-
tiations with the US. The
trade-off is clear. Defence off-
sets, which require US firms
to invest a portion of contract
value in India, can be por-
trayed domestically in the US
as job-creating and strategi-
cally aligned, softening oppo-
sition to trade waivers or pro-
curement reciprocity. Yet this
‘carrot’ strategy can only go
so far. US negotiators remain
dissatisfied with India’s high
tariffs on agriculture, digital
localisation policies, and
resistance to GM crops,
which are seen as barriers to
open trade. Even if India
were to boost its defence
purchases from the US, these
unresolved economic griev-
ances will persist. More criti-
cally, India’s energy and
defence ties with Russia and
its refusal to adhere to US-
driven sanctions create mine-
fields that defence collabora-
tion alone may not be able to
navigate. 

India now faces what can be best
described as the Trump pill — a
bracing dose of transactional
geopolitics and neo-mercantilist tar-
iffs that upend the diplomatic com-
fort of the past decade. With sweep-
ing 25 per cent tariffs targeting
Indian exports, our longstanding
belief in strategic autonomy and
global goodwill is being challenged
by the brutal arithmetic of trade
imbalances and national interests.
This isn’t just a policy shift; it’s a call
to recalibrate how India positions
itself economically and diplomatical-
ly in a world now shaped by profit-
first diplomacy. The newly
announced tariffs by the Trump
administration pose a direct threat
to India’s export competitiveness.
Sectors such as electronics, smart-
phones, automobile parts, and gem-
stones will be hit hardest.
Comparatively, Vietnam faces only
20 per cent tariffs, and economies
like Indonesia enjoy relatively lighter
penalties. While pharmaceutical
products, semiconductors, and criti-
cal rare earths remain exempt for
now, there is a growing uncertainty
about India’s continued access to
these carve-outs, particularly as
Trump intensifies his focus on bilat-
eral trade “wins.” Further com-
pounding this threat is the ambigui-
ty around secondary sanctions tied
to India’s oil imports from Russia. A
punitive surcharge, conveyed
repeatedly but not yet formalised,
could be crippling. As we shall see,
this issue is not merely economic —
it strikes at the heart of India’s
strategic alignment. The stakes for
India are high. Without a trade deal
with the United States, economic
ramifications could be severe.
Capital flows may dry up, leading to
a weakening rupee. Stock markets
are already reflecting investor nerv-
ousness, and early estimates suggest
India’s GDP could suffer a 0.2–0.5
per cent contraction. Unlike Brazil,

which enjoys a trade surplus with
the US, or China, which retains lever-
age through its monopoly over rare
earth elements, India finds itself in a
vulnerable middle. India has little
immediate leverage in trade. Brazil,
for example, will enjoy strategic con-
cessions from Washington, thanks to
the US having a trade surplus with it.
China, with its iron grip over rare
earth supplies, forced the US to
capitulate during past confronta-
tions. Meanwhile, Trump has suc-
ceeded in strong-arming traditional
allies. He finalised a trade agree-
ment with the EU after imposing 25
per cent tariffs on select sectors and
billions of dollars promised in invest-
ment. He has also coaxed Japan into
signing a deal with 15 per cent tariffs
and $550 billion in investments.
Likewise,  he has already finalised a
deal with Indonesia and Vietnam,
both with lesser tariffs than India’s.
With India, however, talks have hit
roadblocks — both economic and
geopolitical. The US’ objections to
India’s protectionism in agriculture
and dairy are longstanding. But the
deeper threat comes from
Washington’s insistence on penalis-
ing Indian oil imports from Russia.
Trump’s sudden support for the
Blumenthal-Graham bill.
, threatening secondary sanctions on
nations buying discounted Russian
crude, marks a shift. Initially dis-
missed due to Trump’s own ambiva-
lence toward Ukraine and open
admiration for Vladimir Putin, the
bill has reemerged as Trump pivots
back toward Europe, leaving India
exposed. India’s rise on the global
stage in the past decade owed much
to its favorable geopolitical moment.
As the Indo-Pacific became the cen-
tre of global strategic focus, India
was cast as a vital counterweight to
China. Western powers embraced
New Delhi’s role, drawn by its demo-
graphic strength, huge market, and
democratic credentials. 

Trump tariff forces India to shed illu-

sion. Stop conflating status with power
US President Donald Trump reignited
trade tensions with India on 30 July,
accusing it of imposing “far too high”
tariffs and threatening a 25 per cent
levy starting 1 August. Despite ongo-
ing efforts toward a mini trade deal
and a $500 billion trade target by
2030, Trump’s obsession with trade
reciprocity and a “messianic” zeal to
correct any trade imbalance
overnight with partner countries,
looms large over the relationship. He
also criticised India’s defense and oil
ties with Russia, hinting at potential
penalties. Still, in typical Trump fash-
ion, he later softened his stance, say-
ing India was now willing to reduce
tariffs “very substantially,” adding,
“We’re talking to India now – we’ll
see what happens.” That Trump is
displeased with a number of allies
and partners has almost become a
constant fixture in his second term,
and India does not enjoy any special
privilege. So, there are two ways of
looking at the current spat and the
low point in the India-US partner-
ship. First, there is a broader geopol-

itics reshaping Trump’s almost pret-
zelian foreign policy twists. Second, a
painful road awaits as Washington-
New Delhi negotiations over a mini
trade deal whose terms and condi-
tions will remain uncertain, and even
if agreed upon, will remain largely ad
hoc and piecemeal.  Behind Trump’s
fresh round of rants and wrath aimed
at India lies a broader geopolitical
curve in Trump’s foreign and nation-
al security policy. In Trump’s first as
well second terms, his positive vibe
towards President Vladimir Putin of
Russia, otherwise an eyesore for
America’s western allies, has been
relatively more welcomed in India.
Compared to the Biden presidency,
which was crystal clear on con-
fronting Russia and supporting
Ukraine sans conditions, the Trump
presidency was more forthcoming on
talking to Moscow and more circum-
scribed in its support for Ukraine.
However, of late, amid dwindling
prospects of a peace deal with Putin,
Trump has taken a U-turn in his
approach to the Russia-Ukraine war .

Geopolitical forces beyond New Delhi’s control

are at play in Trump’s approach to India

Priyanka to Sharmila, Kanimozhi

to Misa—KCR’s daughter Kavitha

is fighting a bigger battle

Do Chola kings represent a culturally united
Hindu India? It’s a modern fantasy

India sees the value of US defence ties, but

MAGA-style tariffs threaten long-term stability
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NCLAT reduces penalty on
Google to 216 crore in Play

Store matter
Delhi: Appellate tribunal NCLAT  upheld the
order passed by fair trade regulator CCI against
Google for abusing its dominant position with
respect to Play Store policies, however, reduced
the penalty on the tech giant to ?216 crore from
936.44 crore.A two-member bench comprising
Chairperson Justice Ashok Bhushan and Technical
Member Barun Mitra said Google "has abused its
dominant position and has violated Section",
however in some sections, violation was "not
proved, but penalty was still leviable on proof of
violation".

Small savings program inter-
est rates unchanged quarter

Delhi: For the fifth quarter starting April 1, 2025,
the government maintained interest rates on PPF
and NSC. The rates of interest on various Small
Savings Schemes for the first quarter of FY 2025-
26, starting on 1 April 2025 and ending on 30
June 2025, would stay unaltered from those noti-
fied for the fourth quarter of a finance ministry
notification. The notification states that Sukanya
Samriddhi deposits will earn 8.2% interest, while
three-year term deposits will earn 7.1%. Popular
Public Provident Fund (PPF) and post office sav-
ings deposit scheme interest rates remain at 7.1%
and 4%, respectively. Kisan Vikas Patra invest-
ments mature in 115 months at 7.5%. National
Savings Certificate (NSC) interest rates will stay at
7.7% for April–June 2025. Like the current quar-
ter, investors will earn 7.4% from the Monthly
Income Scheme. Small savings programs, mostly
run by post offices and banks.

Delhi: The Union Cabinet
approved a six-year Rs
22,919 crore incentive pro-
gram for electronic compo-
nent manufacture. The ini-
tiative seeks to increase
India's domestic value addi-
tion and global value chain
participation. The Indian
Express originally revealed
that the government was
developing the system, its
costs, and its details. The
government wants at least
91,600 direct jobs from the
scheme and has tied partic-
ipating firms' annual pay-
ments to job creation. Rs
4.56 lakh crore in produc-
tion and Rs 59,350 crore in
investment are envisaged
from the scheme. The gov-
ernment wants to target
display modules, sub
assembly camera modules,

printed circuit board
assemblies, lithium cell
enclosures, resistors,
capacitors, and ferrites.

These are utilized in cell-
phones, laptops,
microwave ovens, refrigera-
tors, and toasters. “This
scheme will reduce compo-
nent imports. We must

abandon import substitu-
tion and promote exports.
After mass production, via-
bility follows. Union IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said electronics production
is $120 billion and hopes to
reach $500 billion in the
next years.  

Cabinet approves electronic component program

Delhi: Bharti Airtel
Ltd. shares closed flat
after the company and
its subsidiary Bharti
Hexacom Ltd. prepaid
Rs 5,985 crore to the
Department of
Telecom, fully prepay-
ing the 8.65% high-cost
interest liabilities for
the 2024 auctions.
Airtel subsidiary
Network i2i Ltd. volun-
tarily called and
redeemed $1 billion in
Perpetual Notes. BSE
Bharti Airtel shares
down 0.04% to Rs
1,733. Large cap stock
has gained 8.58 per-
cent this year and
42.51% in a year. The
market cap of Bharti

Airtel decreased to Rs
9.88 lakh billion. On
BSE, 1.11 lakh shares
traded for Rs 19.33
crore. Bharti Airtel
stock has a one-year
beta of 1, indicating
average volatility.
Technically, Bharti
Airtel's RSI is 64.3, indi-
cating it's neither over-
bought or oversold.
The recent payment
means Airtel has pre-
paid Rs 25,981 crore of

high-cost spectrum
commitments for the
2025 fiscal year and Rs
66,665 crores overall.
The average cumula-
tive liability prepaid
interest rate was
9.74%. Airtel had
entirely prepaid liabili-
ties with 10%, 9.75%,
and 9.3% interest rates.
Prepayments were
made 7 years before
average residual matu-
rities. Airtel prepaid Rs
116,405 crores of
scheduled instalments
that would have been
due on their various
dates over the obliga-
tions' original lifespan.
Airtel's cost of debt on
spectrum liabilities.

Delhi: The gov
ernment wants to
produce Rs 3 lakh
crore in defence by
2029, strengthening
India's standing as a
global powerhouse.
Now, 65% of defense
equipment is made
locally, up from
65–70% import
d e p e n d e n c y .
According to the
Ministry of Defence,
16 DPSUs, over 430
licensed enterprises,
and 16,000 MSMEs
boost indigenous pro-
duction capabilities.
“The private sector
contributes 21% to
total defence produc-
tion, fostering innova-
tion and efficiency,” it
said. The government
wants to expand
defence exports to Rs
50,000 crore by 2029,
strengthening India's
position as a global
manufacturing hub
and supporting eco-
nomic growth.
Defence exports rose
32.5% to Rs 21,083
crore in FY 2023-24
from Rs 15,920 crore
in FY 2022-23. Indian
defence exports
increased 21 times
from Rs 4,312 crore in

2004-14 to Rs 88,319
crore in 2014-24,
demonstrating its
growing involvement
in the global security
sector. India exports
defense equipment to
over 100 nations, with
the US, France, and
Armenia buying most
in 2023-24. In 2024-
25, the Ministry of
Defence signed a
record 193 contracts
worth Rs 2,09,050
crore, nearly doubling
the previous record.
These include 177
contracts, 92%,
awarded to the
domestic industry for
Rs 1,68,922 crore,
81% of the overall
contract value. This
emphasis on indige-
nous manufacture
supports defence pro-
duction self-reliance.

India wants Rs 3 lakh cr in

defense manufacturing

Delhi: Veteran banker
Uday Kotak has
expressed worries about
the banks business
model, pointing out the
shrinking gap between
deposit and lending
rates, ahead of an antici-
pated rate decrease by
the RBI, despite the fact
that liquidity is still limit-
ed. According to Kotak,
leading banks are
increasing one-year
wholesale deposits by
about 8%, which, when
accounting for CRR, SLR,
deposit insurance, and
priority sector lending
requirements (but not
operational costs),
results in a marginal
deposit cost of more
than 9%. The system as a
whole has restrained

growth in low-cost retail
deposits (CASA non-
wholesale). However,
banks are offering home
loans at a variable rate of
8.5%. Take out a loan at
8.5% and borrow at 9%,
Spread is negative by
0.5%. Additionally, repo
rates are probably going
to decline. Kotak warned
that if the tight deposit
situation continues, it
may make it difficult for
banks to maintain their

business model and
asked how they would
handle credit and opera-
tional expenses. The
majority of banks are
required to connect their
retail floating rate loans
to the repo rate. The
remarks coincided with a
sharp decline in bond
yields as investors await-
ed the RBI's next liquidity
injection before its mon-
etary policy committee's
decision. 

Delhi: Central bank sta-
tistics revealed that per-
sonal and credit card
loans fell for the eighth
straight month in
February due to Reserve
Bank of India tougher
policies. Last month,
banks' credit rose 12%
year-over-year, slower
than 16.6% a year earlier,

excluding HDFC Bank's
merger. Housing
Development Finance
Corp,  Loans rose 11% in
February, compared to
20.5% a year earlier,
including the merger. In
January, loan growth fell
to 12.5% excluding the
merger and 11.4%
including it. Retail

demand for unsecured
loans drove strong loan
growth for several years
in the banking sector.
However, in late 2023,
the RBI tightened capital
requirements for person-
al, credit card, and non-
banking finance compa-
ny loans. in its Mumbai
headquarters. 

The Reserve Bank of India will

increase the price for using an

ATM from Rs 21 to Rs 23

Airtel prepaid 5,985 crore spectrum

dues but stock remains unchanged

Bank loan growth drops for eighth straight

month in February, RBI data reveals

Kotak highlights the risk in the

lending business strategy

Delhi: Union Minister of State
for Power Yesso Naik urged
state power companies to
become more profitable. Al
and digital technologies and
cost-reflective pricing are cru-
cial for electricity sector finan-
cial stability, the Minister said.
These steps will help utilities

become financially stable, he
said. He also suggested India's
Ujwal DISCOM Assurance

Yojana (UDAY) for DISCOM
financial turnaround and
rehabilitation. The Energy
Ministers of Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Maharashtra,
top officials from the Central
and State governments, State
Power Utilities, PFC Ltd., and

REC Ltd. attended the confer-
ence. Special invitee TATA
Power Distribution, Odisha,
shared their best practices
and journey to prosperous
DISCOMS. Member States
actively engaged and present-
ed State DISCOM overviews.
They give DISCOMS good

Delhi: One in five ultra-
rich Indians with a net
worth over Rs 25 crore
plans to settle abroad
for investment opportu-
nities, tax advantages,
and greater global con-
nectivity, according to a
Kotak Mahindra Bank
private banking survey.
The first two quarters of
2024-25 survey inter-
viewed 150 ultra-high
networth people
(UNHIs) and private
bankers in 12 cities. EY
ordered and validated
the findings with indus-
try. For this report,
those worth over Rs 25
crore were canvassed.

However, Kotak's pri-
vate banking division
targets individuals
worth over Rs 300
crore. Many UHNIs buy
abroad property for
migration and perma-
nent residency. "Ultra-
HNIs are diversifying
their portfolios and
embracing domestic
and global assets, set-
ting the stage for a sig-

nificant increase.
Alternative assets and
equities are becoming
more popular in domes-
tic and international
markets. Nearly a third
of India's Ultra-HNIs
own worldwide assets.
With two in three ultra-
HNIs planning struc-
tured wealth transition,
succession planning is
crucial. 

1 in 5 Indians with over Rs 5 crore 

worth plans to relocate overseas

Delhi:  News 
broke from India's cen-
tral bank. There will be
a cost of Rs 23 per
transaction for clients
using ATM banking
services from May 1,
2025. The previous
amount was Rs 21 for
each transaction. The
central bank announced
that customers will still
be able to use their own
bank's ATMs for five
free transactions per
month, regardless of
whether they are finan-
cial or not. There are
three ATMs in major
cities and five in smaller
towns where they can
use their card for free
transactions. According
to ET, a two rupee hike
to the ATM interchange
fee for cash withdrawals
has been authorized by
the Reserve Bank of
India and the National
Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI). The
revised fees were

announced to member
banks by NPCI and are
scheduled to be imple-
mented on May 1,
2025. An increase of Rs
19 for domestic finan-

cial transactions and Rs
7 for non-financial
transactions has been
agreed by the National
Financial Switch
Steering Committee. 

Delhi: According to the ‘Hurun
Global Rich List 2025’, Gautam
Adani, Adani Group Chairman,
is India's greatest wealth gain-
er, increasing his net worth by
approximately Rs 1 lakh crore.
The ranking showed Adani's
fortune rising 13%. Second-
richest Indian on the global
list, his total is Rs 8.4 lakh
crore. Meanwhile, Indian bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani fell
off of the top 10 richest list.
However, he leads Asia. The
Hurun list ranks India third in
billionaires. Tesla-SpaceX CEO
Elon Musk tops Hurun Global
Rich List 2025. India has 284
billionaires, 13 more than pre-
vious year. 

Gautam Adani Is

India's Biggest Wealth

Gainer

Income Tax wants Rs 2,209 crore from Yes Bank

Delhi: In a series of
block agreements, the
promoter of JB
C h e m i c a l s — T a u
Investment Holdings, a
subsidiary of global pri-
vate equity giant KKR—
is selling around 1.6
crore shares, or 10.2%
of the firm, for approx-
imately Rs 2,575 crore
($300 million).
According to the deal's
term sheet, the mini-
mum price at which
the shares can be sold
is Rs 1,625—a 5%

reduction to JB Chem's
closing price of Rs
1,709 on Wednesday
on the NSE.
Shareholding reports
on the BSE indicate
that as of December
31, 2024, KKR owned
53.7% of the pharma-
ceutical company situ-
ated in the city.
Midway through 2020,
at a share price of Rs
745, the PE giant had
taken over the phar-
maceutical manufac-
turer.

JB Chemicals' promoter KKR will

sell 10% of the company for 

2,6k crore rupees

The government plans
to borrow Rs 8 lakh
crore, 54% of its Rs
14.8 lakh crore FY26
borrowing, in the first
half. It didn't front-
load the borrowing
program to avoid rais-
ing rates while the RBI
pumped record liquidi-
ty into the system.
Since the market
reported little demand
for 30-year and longer
bonds, the govern-
ment announced it
would borrow less in
FY26. Thus, front-load-
ing of the borrowing
program has been
avoided due to gov-
ernment (fiscal consol-
idation without com-
promising quality of
expenditure).

Centre will bor-

row 8L cr, 54%

of the objective

Delhi: The Greater Noida Authority's 138th
Board meeting approved a Rs 5,600 crore budg-
et for 2025-26. Manoj Kumar Singh, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Secretary and Authority Chairman,
chaired the meeting. Budget priorities include
land acquisition, development, and construc-
tion. The approved budget allocates Rs 1,400
crore for land acquisition and Rs 1,973 crore for
development.

Greater Noida Authority board

authorizes Rs 5,600 crore land

acquisition, important projects



Monday, 19 January, 2026ENTERTAINMENTAkhand Bharat Sandesh 06

Views



Monday, 19 January, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD07



Monday, 19 January, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshSPORTS08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

