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New DelhiPrime
Minister Narendra
Modi, marking the
150th anniversary of
the song Vande
Mataram, compared it
to the flow of a river.
He said that Vande
Mataram carries with it
a current of inspiration
and, after independ-
ence, will lead us to
prosperity. Initiating
the discussion on
Vande Mataram in the
Lok Sabha on Monday,
the Prime Minister said
that the song had been
treated unfairly in the
last century. In his
speech, he cited
Gandhiji's statement
that Vande Mataram
had become so popular
that it should be made
the national anthem.
He said that today
there is a need to
understand the circum-
stances that overpow-
ered this revered senti-
ment and dragged it
into controversy. The

Prime Minister pre-
sented the history of
the song, its emotional
awakening and inspir-
ing context, and facts
to the House. He also
accused the Congress
of doing injustice to
the song. He also
called on public repre-
sentatives to partici-

pate in the discussion,
saying that this is an
opportunity for us to
acknowledge this debt.
The Prime Minister
targeted the Congress
and former Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru for appease-
ment. He stated that the
Congress reviewed the

song after the Muslim
League's opposition.
He added that Nehru,
following Muhammad
Ali Jinnah's statement
against the song in
1937, described the
song as irritating to
Muslims. He men-

Congress has torn Vande
Mataram into pieces: PM Modi

New Delhi

The issue of the IndiGo
operational crisis was
raised in Parliament's
winter session today.
Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi, citing the
inconvenience faced by
passengers due to the
disruption in IndiGo
operations, said the
government should
state from the floor of

Parliament what steps
it is taking to resolve
the crisis. Raising the
IndiGo issue immedi-
ately after the Question

Hour ended, Gogoi
said the government
should state what
measures the Aviation
Ministry is taking to

address the
crisis.Speaker said the
minister will respond
later.Speaker Om Birla
assured Gogoi that the
Union Civil Aviation
Minister would come
to the House and
respond. He was not
present in the Lok
Sabha today. The Lok
Sabha then began a dis-
cussion on the 150th
anniversary of Vande

Mataram, which was
initiated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi. Following PM
Modi, Gogoi also
spoke on the topic.
Tamil Nadu MP's ques-
tion in the Rajya
SabhaThe issue of the
aviation operational
crisis was subsequently
raised in the Rajya
Sabha. Responding to
questions about the dire

situation at Delhi air-
port due to the AMSS
malfunction and
IndiGo's operational
crisis over the past
week, Union Civil
Aviation Minister K.
Rammohan Naidu stat-
ed that the government
supports the entry of
more companies into
the sector. M. , an
AIADMK MP from
Tamil Nadu.

Indigo crisis raised in Parliament, demands for answers

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, along
with her cabinet col-
leagues, today paid
obeisance and per-
formed seva at the
Golden Temple in
Amritsar. The Chief
Minister said that mere-
ly visiting this sacred
site brings a feeling of
immense peace. The
Chief Minister stated
that the Harmandir
Sahib (Golden Temple)
is not just a heritage
site, but a divine center
of spiritual energy and
service, where faith
transforms into action
and devotion shapes
character. She said that
she offered prayers for
the welfare of all and
prayed for the happi-
ness, health, and well-

being of all. The suc-
cessful organization of
the grand gathering
dedicated to the 350th
martyrdom anniversary
of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji at the Red
Fort in Delhi is a testa-
ment to the infinite
grace of Waheguru Ji
and the immense bless-
ings of Guru Sahib.The
Chief Minister said that
today we have come to
thank Guru Sahib, who
gave us the privilege of
serving at the Red Fort
and blessed us with the
successful organization
of the gathering dedi-
cated to the 350th mar-
tyrdom anniversary of
Guru Tegh Bahadur
Sahib. He said that
when the decision was
made across the coun-
try to commemorate the
350th martyrdom day.

CM Rekha pays obeisance

at the Golden Temple along

with cabinet colleagues

New Delhi

Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi, elected to the
Lok Sabha from
Wayanad in Kerala, also
participated in the dis-
cussion on Vande
Mataram. She under-
scored its role in nation-

building and said that
this discussion in
Parliament was held at
this time because of the
upcoming assembly
elections in West
Bengal. Priyanka
Gandhi further stated in
Parliament that Vande
Mataram is not just a

sentiment, but a symbol
of the strength and
morality of the country's
freedom struggle. She
said that this song
forced even the British
Empire to surrender.
Priyanka said that the
mere mention of Vande
Mataram evokes memo-

ries and courage of the
freedom struggle.
Amidst the ongoing
debate on Vande
Mataram in Parliament,
Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi questioned the
need for it. She said that
this song has been a part
of the nation's soul.

Lucknow

Despite his busy sched-
ule, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath held a
public meeting on
Monday. For the wel-
fare of every section of
the state, Chief
Minister Yogi directly
addresses the public
through public meet-
ings. Through this, he
listens to everyone's
problems and resolves
them. In this vein, CM
Yogi met every citizen
who came to the public
meeting with their
grievances on Monday.

He listened to their
concerns and directed
officials to resolve
them. The Chief
Minister said, "You can
go home with peace of
mind; every problem
will be resolved appro-
priately. "Request for
Financial Assistance
Forty-two people

attended the public
meeting with their con-
cerns. Five of them
submitted applications
to the Chief Minister,
requesting financial
assistance for treat-
ment. The Chief
Minister asked the hos-
pital to prepare an esti-
mate. Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath stated
that the government
has been providing
medical assistance
since the very first day.
Lack of funds will not
affect anyone's treat-
ment. The government
will always stand by
anyone in need in the
state who needs finan-
cial assistance for treat-
ment.Instructions for
action on complaints
regarding police, hous-
ing, and illegal
occupationPeople also
reached Janta Darshan
with complaints
regarding police .

New Delhi

You need to check into
a hotel, open a bank
account, take out a loan,
enroll your children in
school or college, etc.
Not only this, but you
also need an Aadhaar
card for many other
purposes. Aadhaar cards
are issued for Indian cit-
izens by the Unique
Identification Authority
of India (UIDAI). The
Aadhaar card contains
your biometric and
demographic informa-
tion, such as name,
address, date of birth,
and fingerprints. Amidst
all this, you may have

noticed, or you may
have done it yourself:
you provide a photo-
copy of your Aadhaar
card to check into a
hotel or at many other
places. But this is about
to stop, as the UIDAI
may soon implement a
new rule regarding this.
So let's find out about
this new rule.What does

the new rule say?In fact,
the practice of providing
a photocopy of your
Aadhaar card will soon
be discontinued, as the
Aadhaar agency is
introducing a new rule
that will prevent anyone
from taking or storing a
physical photocopy of
your Aadhaar card.
Currently, in many

places, people are
required to provide a
photocopy of their
Aadhaar card, which
has been deemed illegal
by the UIDAI. The gov-
ernment believes that
paper-based Aadhaar
card verification is not
only against the law but
also poses a significant
threat to cardholders'
privacy. Therefore, this
new rule is being intro-
duced.... UIDAI has
approved a new frame-
work for this new rule,
after which any organi-
zation wishing to per-
form offline Aadhaar
verification will first
have to register.

New Delhi

Union Textiles Minister
Giriraj Singh said on
Monday that our true
strength lies in the soil
of our villages, which is
nurtured by the skills of
artisans and the heritage
of ancient art. Singh
made this statement at
the launch of the
National Handicrafts
Week, which began
today. The main objec-
tives of this special
week are to boost the
economy, preserve art,

honor women power,
and respect and pro-
mote India's rich handi-
craft heritage. He wrote
in an X-post, "This
week is dedicated to
celebrating the unique
skills of Indian artisans,
centuries-old traditions,
and the country's cultur-
al identity. All citizens
should celebrate this
week as "Handmade
India" and prioritize
products made by arti-
sans in their lives, home
decor, and upcoming
festivals." 

Our true strength lies in

the soil of our villages:

Textiles Minister
New Delhi

Union Textiles Minister
Giriraj Singh said that
the Babri Masjid issue
in West Bengal is part of
a deliberate strategy.
Singh made this state-
ment in response to a
media question on
Monday in the
Parliament House com-
plex. Responding to the
question of suspended
Trinamool Congress
MLA Humayun Kabir
laying the foundation
stone for the Babri
Masjid in West Bengal,

the Union Minister said,
"This entire scheme was
orchestrated not by
Humayun Kabir, but by
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. She is deliber-
ately creating controver-
sy in the name of
Hindus and Muslims in
Bengal. This Babri
Masjid issue has been
raised as part of a well-
planned strategy." He
warned that Mamata
Banerjee will face oppo-
sition and punishment
not only in Bengal but
across the country for
this act. 

Babri Masjid issue in

Bengal part of a well-

planned strategy: Giriraj

New Delhi

Tata Advanced
Systems and Lockheed
Martin will establish a
defense maintenance,
repair, and overhaul
(MRO) facility for C-
130J Super Hercules
aircraft in India. This
facility will build on
the two companies'
long-standing industri-
al partnership, signifi-
cantly enhancing
domestic support for
the Indian Air Force,
while also providing
opportunities for

greater regional and
global collaboration.
Construction is sched-
uled to be completed
by the end of 2026,
and the first aircraft is
expected to be deliv-
ered for MRO opera-

tions in early 2027.The
two companies
announced this on
Monday in Bengaluru,
following a ground-
breaking ceremony
attended by senior Air
Force officials. 

C-130J Super Hercules aircraft
to be repaired in India

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
refused to grant an urgent
hearing to a petition seek-
ing intervention in the mat-
ter of inconvenience caused
to millions of passengers
due to the cancellation of a
large number of IndiGo
flights.A lawyer mentioned
the matter before the Chief
Justice, requesting an early
hearing. Chief Justice
Surya Kant said that the
Government of India has
already taken cognizance of
the matter. Timely action
has been taken. Let the
government handle it.
There is no need for an
urgent hearing in this mat-
ter.

Court refuses urgent

hearing on IndiGo's

recent crisis

After the huge success in the Bihar Assembly
elections, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
with Bihar NDA MPs in Parliament

CM Yogi met the citizens who came for Janta Darshan

Giving photocopies of Aadhaar will be stopped 

Why the debate on Vande Mataram today: Because
the Bengal elections are coming up: Priyanka

The fight is not for power
or land but a resolve to
re-establish a great cul-
ture. The Prime Minister
said that the British
implemented their policy
of divide and rule in India
out of fear of the Vande
Mataram song. They par-
titioned Bengal. Even
during such times, the
Vande Mataram song res-
onated like a rock in
every street. Then the
British even banned its
singing, speaking and
printing. He said, there
was a time when the intel-
lectual power of Bengal
guided and inspired the
entire country. 

The fight for the

resolve to restore a

great culture

We should seize the opportunity of completing
150 years and restore the nation's pride. He said
that at the 50th anniversary, the country was
enslaved, and at the 100th anniversary, it was
going through the Emergency. Describing the
challenge posed by Vande Mataram to British
rule, the Prime Minister said that it demonstrated
India's strength to the foreign regime that was
spreading inferiority complex in the country. 

The Constitution was strangled

during the Emergency: PM Modi
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It is informed to the general public that the appli-
cant's educational certificate mentions Rudra
Narayan, son of Ramsevak Mishra, which is cor-
rect and true. However, the applicant's Aadhaar
number, 734257846295, indicates the applicant's
name as Rakesh Kumar Mishra, son of Ramsevak
Mishra, which is incorrect. The applicant should
be known and registered as Rudra Narayan, son
of Ramsevak Mishra.

Applicant
Rudra Narayan, son of Ramsevak

MishraVillage Dharwan, Pura Post, Purba
Nara, Tehsil Soraon, District Prayagraj, 

Uttar Pradesh

Information

Aliganj

With the aim of maintaining a strong law and order
situation in the district, the police administration
remains on high alert. As part of these preventive
measures, an extensive foot flag march was conduct-
ed in the Aliganj area under the directions of Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP) Shyam Narayan
Singh. The SSP personally flagged off the march
from Kotwali Aliganj and carried out an on-ground
inspection of security arrangements. The flag march
passed through major routes of the town including
Dak Bungalow, Gandhi Chauraha and Nagla Padav.
During the march, the SSP closely reviewed the
deployment of police personnel, the condition of
security points and preparedness in crowded areas. He
also inspected the functioning of CCTV cameras
installed along the route and issued strict instructions
to ensure that all cameras remain fully operational at
all times. Emphasizing heightened vigilance ahead of
December 6, the SSP directed police personnel to
intensify patrolling and made it clear that any negli-
gence in duty would not be tolerated. He further
instructed officials to maintain special surveillance in
sensitive areas and ensure swift action in case of any
untoward incident. The flag march witnessed the
presence of Circle Officer Aliganj Nitish Kumar
Garg, Kotwali Aliganj In-charge Vipin Kumar, Jethara
Police Station In-charge Ritesh Thakur, Jasrathpur
Station House Officer Vijay Singh.

Tight Security

Arrangements as SSP

Leads Extensive Flag

March in Aliganj

Varanasi

Delegates from the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
4.0 conducted a cultural
and educational tour of
the Bharat Kala Bhavan,
Banaras Hindu
University, on Saturday.
They explored the rich
heritage of South Indian
art and culture, particu-
larly the renowned
Chola bronzes, the mag-
nificent Nataraja statue
and the exquisite crafts
tradition of South
India.Delegates also vis-
ited the Malaviya
Gallery, where they
studied rare records,

photographs and arti-
facts related to the life,
work and national con-
tributions of Madan
Mohan Malaviya. The
gallery introduced them
to the founding of
Banaras Hindu
University, its spirit and
the visionary work of
the great man.The dele-
gates also visited the
special exhibition
"Ganga-Kaveri
Sampravah" currently
being organised.

He visited the
Banaras Hindu
University, where he
studied rare archives,
photographs and arti-

facts related to the life,
work and national con-
tributions of Madan
Mohan Malaviya.This
gallery introduced him
to the founding, spirit
and visionary work of
the great man.
Additionally, they wit-
nessed the rich textile
and weaving traditions
of Kashi and Tamil
Nadu. The beautiful
Gandaberunda sculpture
on display in a Banarasi
sari further brought to
life the shared artistic
heritage of North and
South India. The entire
tour was an inspiring
and experience of art.

Etah

In accordance with the
directives of the state
government, Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas was
organized on the first
Saturday of the month
across all three tehsils of
Etah district—Sadar
Etah, Aliganj and Jalesar.
The main programme at
Tehsil Sadar Etah was
presided over by District
Magistrate Prem Ranjan
Singh. Additional
Commissioner (Judicial),
Aligarh Division, B.K.
Singh and Additional
District Magistrate
(Finance & Revenue)
Lalta Prasad Shakya
were also present on the
occasion. During the pro-
gramme, public griev-
ances related to various
departments were heard
seriously and concerned
officials were directed to
ensure quality and time-
bound disposal as per
government guidelines.
The District Magistrate
clearly instructed that no
complaint should remain
pending beyond the pre-
scribed time limit. He
emphasized that officers

must personally visit the
sites to assess the situa-
tion and ensure effective
resolution so that com-
plainants are fully satis-
fied. He further informed
that continuous feedback
is being taken directly
from complainants at the
government level
through telephone calls.
The District Magistrate
directed Lekhpals, beat
constables and Panchayat
Secretaries to regularly
visit villages and resolve
problems at the local
level itself. He warned
that strict action would
be taken against any offi-
cial found negligent in
this responsibility. He
also stressed accelerating
development works in
rural areas and strength-
ening sanitation arrange-
ments. 
Keeping in view the
increasing cold weather,
District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh and

Additional
Commissioner (Judicial)
B.K Singh distributed
blankets to needy per-
sons in the tehsil parisar.
Instructions were issued
to ensure regular opera-
tion of bonfires at vari-
ous locations in the dis-
trict for protection
against cold waves, time-
ly distribution of blan-
kets to the needy and
proper management of
night shelters. Urban
local bodies were direct-
ed to regularly monitor
these arrangements. 
A total of 13 complaints
were received at Tehsil
Sadar, out of which two
were resolved on the
spot. At Tehsil Jalesar,
seven complaints were
received with one dis-
posed of immediately.
Similarly, at Tehsil
Aliganj, 22 complaints
were registered, of which
five were resolved on the
spot.

Varanasi

Selection trials for the Senior Women and Men
National Championships were held in Nandini
Nagar on Saturday. The Uttar Pradesh team com-
prises 10 female wrestlers representing Uttar
Pradesh.Mansi Yadav, a resident of Varanasi,
secured a spot in the 55 kg category. Freedom
Yadav was selected in the 65 kg category.
Kashish Yadav in the 62 kg category and Pushpa
Yadav in the 59 kg category will represent Uttar
Pradesh on the Uttar Pradesh wrestling team.On
being selected in the Uttar Pradesh wrestling
team, National President of Indian Wrestling
Association Sanjay Singh "Babloo", President of
Uttar Pradesh Wrestling Association Karan
Association The official inspected the wrestling
of all the wrestlers and the team.

Etah

The three-day annual sports
meet “Tejas-3” commenced
with great enthusiasm and
vibrant energy at TD Public
School, Aliganj, on Friday.
The event, scheduled from
December 6 to December 8
was inaugurated by the Chief
Guest, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Jagmohan
Gupta, through a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. The pro-
gramme began with a warm
welcome by the students, who
presented a melodious wel-
come song and a traditional
Ganesh Vandana, followed by
captivating cultural perform-
ances that delighted the guests
and parents alike. The Chief

Guest was felicitated with a
bouquet by School Manager
Vivek Yadav and Principal
K.C Kumavat. In his address,
SDM Jagmohan Gupta high-
lighted the importance of
sports in students’ lives, stat-
ing that sports are essential
not only for physical develop-
ment but also for nurturing
discipline, teamwork and self-

confidence. He encouraged
students to maintain a healthy
balance between sports and
academics. On the first day of
the competition, the school
campus witnessed an electri-
fying sporting atmosphere.
Students from Classes 4 to 11
participated in a wide range
of events including Kho-Kho,
Kabaddi, Volleyball,

Badminton, Shot Put, Long
Jump, Chess and sprint races
of 50, 100 and 200 meters.
The participants displayed
remarkable enthusiasm, ener-
gy and competitive spirit.
Special sports events were
organized for younger chil-
dren as well.
For Nursery to LKG stu-

dents, Frog Race, Balloon
Race, Sack Race, Musical
Chair and 50-meter race were
conducted, filling the campus
with laughter and joy.
Similarly, students from UKG
to Class 1 participated in
Lemon Race, Frog Race, Sack
Race, Balloon Race, Musical
Chair and 50-meter race,
showcasing their coordination
and excitement. 

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Tharwai. On Sunday,
ADM City Hiralal
Saini inspected sever-
al schools to expedite
SIR work. He visited
Primary School
Jagdishpur Pure
Chanda and conducted
a detailed review of
the work progress.
During the inspection,
94 percent of the work
was completed at
booth number 374, 82
percent at booth num-
ber 375, and 96 per-
cent at booth number
376. He thoroughly
examined the work by

asking the BLOs pres-
ent for details and
directed them to com-
plete the pending
tasks promptly. He
stated that negligence
of any kind would not
be tolerated in the
special revision cam-
paign and directed
that the work be com-

pleted within the
deadline at all costs.
Tehsildar Soraon
Rajesh Kumar Pal,
Headmaster Atul
Kumar Maurya,
Karuna Pandey,
Supervisor Subhash
Patel, and all the staff
were present on the
occasion. 

Prayagraj

District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma
held a meeting with
representatives of rec-
ognized national and
state political parties in
the Sangam
Auditorium on
Monday regarding the
Special Intensive
Revision Program of
electoral rolls for
Assembly constituen-
cies. He reported that
approximately 91.37
percent of voter enu-
meration forms have
been collected and dig-
itized by BLOs so far.
He informed the politi-
cal party representa-
tives about the
progress of the
Assembly-wise SIR
and informed them that
voters who are not
found during the door-
to-door survey, are
deceased, are dupli-
cates, have completely
moved, or are refusing
to return the enumera-
tion forms are being
verified and included
in the ASD list pre-
pared by the respective
BLOs. The updated

ASD list is being
shared daily with rep-
resentatives appointed
by political parties and
BLAs, booth-wise. The
ASD list includes the
voter's serial number,
EPIC number, name,
and the reason for
inclusion. He stated
that if a voter is incor-
rectly marked in the
updated ASD list by
the BLO, the objection
should be submitted to
the concerned BLO or
ERO, so that the
voter's name can be
rolled back. He urged
political party repre-
sentatives to complete
and submit the remain-
ing forms as soon as
possible, without wait-
ing for the December
11th deadline, so that
the remaining voters
do not face any techni-
cal or other problems
in the final days. The

District Magistrate
requested the political
party representatives'
cooperation. He direct-
ed all political party
representatives to acti-
vate their booth-level
agents to ensure the
remaining voter forms
are filled and provided
to the BLOs. The
District Magistrate said
that the work of SIR is
very important, it has
to be completed on pri-
ority basis within the
stipulated time period.
He told the voters that
if you are facing any
difficulty in filling
your form, then you
can contact your BLO
and call center number
1950 and 0532-
2644024. Apart from
this, the facility of fill-
ing the form is also
available online at
https://voters.eci.gov.in
/. 

Etah

The grand inauguration of
the MP Sports Competition
was held on Saturday with
the flag-off of a marathon
race and ceremonial light-
ing of the torch. The event
was organized by the
District Sports Office,
Etah, under the aegis of the
Government of Uttar
Pradesh Lucknow, under
the guidance of District
Magistrate Prem Ranjan
Singh and the supervision
of Additional District
Magistrate
(Administration)
Satyaprakash. The compe-
tition was formally inaugu-
rated by the Convenor of
the MP Sports Competition
and Member of Parliament
Naveen Jain. Prominent
dignitaries present as chief
guests included BJP
District President Pramod
Gupta, Sadar MLA Etah
Vipin Verma David, former
District President Dinesh
Vashishtha and
Chairperson of Etah
Municipal Council, Sudha
Gupta. The chief guests
formally launched the
Kabaddi and Volleyball
competitions after an inter-
action with participating
teams.Chief Development
Officer Dr. Nagendra
Narayan Mishra, District
Youth Welfare Officer and
Deputy Sports Officer hon-

ored the MP and other
guests with bouquets,
shawls and mementos. The
event was also attended by
the District Inspector of
Schools, Regional Youth
Welfare Officer and the
Principal of Avinashi
Sahay Inter College. In the
5-kilometre marathon, 80
boys and 25 girls partici-
pated. In the boys category,
Naveen, Govind, Sonu
Rajput, Vivek, Akash and
Aakesh emerged as win-
ners, while in the girls cat-
egory, Jyoti, Ronak Yadav,
Dolly, Rani, Ujala and
Gauri secured top posi-
tions. In Boys Kabaddi
(Senior category), eight
teams participated with
Etah Yodha winning the
final 13–03 against DAV
Sakit, which finished as
runner-up. In the Junior
category, 12 teams and in
the Sub-Junior category, 18
teams participated with
semifinals and finals
scheduled for December 7,
2025. In Girls Kabaddi
(Senior category), six
teams competed, where
Rashtriya Inter College,

Mirhchi defeated S. Adam
World School 23–14 to
claim the title. In the Junior
category, Rashtriya Inter
College, Mirhchi won
29–09 against Ganesh Inter
College, Kasganj. In the
Sub-Junior category,
Kendriya Vidyalaya defeat-
ed Kasturba Gandhi,
Marhara 9–7 to win the
title.In Boys Volleyball
(Senior category), K.A
Inter College, Kasganj
emerged winners, while
U.B.G.H Academy,
Kasganj finished as run-
ners-up. 
In the Junior category,
Marhara Club won the
title, while K.A Inter
College, Kasganj secured
second place. In the Sub-
Junior category, Q.H Inter
College, Patiali won the
final, while the Stadium
team finished as runners-
up.In Girls Volleyball
(Senior category), Stadium,
Etah emerged champions
and Sangam Club, Etah
finished as runners-up. In
the Junior category, S.V.M
Inter College won the title,
while Brightland School.

Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas Held

Across All Three Tehsils of Etah District

Instructions given to BLOs to expe-

dite work: ADM City Hiralal Saini

Pushpa Yadav category and
represent Uttar Pradesh on

wrestling team

Grand Inauguration of “Tejas-3” Annual
Sports Meet at TD Public School, Aliganj

The delegation made a cultural
and educational tour of

Banaras Hindu University

Grand Inauguration of MP
Sports Competition with
Marathon Run in Etah

District Magistrate holds meeting with

representatives of recognized national

and state political parties regarding the

Special Intensive Revision Program
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Planners and designers are
reimagining cityscapes with
verdant green corridors and
tree-lined boulevards, weav-
ing greenery seamlessly into
the urban fabric. Image:
Wikimedia Commons
As Delhi grapples with yet
another harrowing bout of air
pollution caused by Ghazipur
landfill fires, the city, especial-
ly its eastern part, finds itself
ensnared in a blanket of toxic
smog, pushing its air quality
index to alarming levels again.
With readings skyrocketing to
several times the World
Health Organization’s recom-
mended limit, the severity of
the situation has prompted
drastic measures, including
school closures and restric-

tions on construction activi-
ties.   This onslaught of pollu-
tion not only poses immediate
health risks but also casts a
long shadow over the resi-
dents’ quality of life, with pro-
jections suggesting a stagger-
ing reduction of 10 years  in
life expectancy.   Health
experts equate breathing this
hazardous smog to smoking a
staggering 14 cigarettes every
day. Laden with nanoparticles
capable of infiltrating the
lungs and bloodstream, this
lethal smog poses a grave
threat, fueling respiratory ail-
ments and health complica-
tions. In the face of this crisis,
the urgent need for effective
solutions to combat air pollu-
tion has never been more evi-

dent.   It is no news that the
scourge of pollution has
seeped into every facet of our
lives - the water we drink, the
soil we rely on for sustenance,
and the very air we breathe.
This dire reality confronts mil-
lions in bustling metropolises
across the globe, where
densely packed populations
are disproportionately
exposed to harmful contami-
nants. As these pollutants
infiltrate our environment,
they accumulate, magnifying
in intensity as they ascend the
food chain.  With urbanisation
advancing at breakneck speed
and our demands on natural
resources escalating, we stand
close to tainting the very
essence of our existence.

Clean air to fill our lungs,
uncontaminated food to nour-
ish our bodies—these are not
luxuries, but fundamental
necessities for our survival.
Can we, in good conscience,
stand idly by as our cities suc-
cumb to this relentless march
of degradation? The time for
action is now.
What is pollution?
Before we unpack why pollu-
tion occurs or how to mitigate
it, it is vital to ask, what do we
exactly mean by pollution in
our cities.  Pollution occurs
when high concentrations of
substances persist in the envi-
ronment due to human activi-
ties or natural events, which
have harmful effects to the
environment.

Temperatures are rising and it is amid this
unpleasant weather that India is heading to the
second phase of its general elections. The Lok
Sabha polls are being held in seven phases, with
the counting of votes on 4 June. Extreme heat is
being blamed for the low voter turnout in the
first phase of polling on 19 April when 102 Lok
Sabha seats spread across 21 states and Union
Territories voted. A dip of 4.4 per cent was
recorded in these seats, as the voter turnout
stood at 65.5 per cent this year from 69.9 per
cent in the 2019 general elections. As 13 states
and Union Territories go to polls on 26 April in
the second phase, will the heatwave impact the
voter turnout?
Which states are going to poll?
The 4th phase of polling will cover 89 con-
stituencies in 12 states and one Union Territory.
Kerala’s all 20 Lok Sabha seats, 14 in Karnataka,
13 in Rajasthan, eight seats each in Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, seven in Madhya Pradesh,
five each in Assam and Bihar, three each in West
Bengal and Chhattisgarh and one each in
Tripura, Manipur and Jammu and Kashmir.
Are there heatwave predictions? 
There is a heatwave warning for parts of four
states – West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka – going to polls in the second phase.
According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecast, hot and humid
weather is expected in Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Konkan, Goa, Coastal Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe.
“Heatwave to severe heatwave conditions likely
to prevail in some pockets over Gangetic West
Bengal and in isolated pockets over Odisha;
heatwave conditions in isolated pockets over
Uttar Pradesh, sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Yanam, Rayalaseema, Telangana and interior
Karnataka,” as per the IMD. Speaking to NDTV,
Dr Naresh Kumar, senior scientist at the IMD,
said that the weather agency has issued a red
alert for West Bengal for the next three days.
“Temperatures in Bihar will exceed 40 degrees
Celsius. A heatwave is expected in eastern Uttar
Pradesh after 24 hours and in western Uttar
Pradesh after two days. The temperature will
remain hot and humid in Kerala too,” he said.
The IMD previously warned that heatwaves last-
ing 10 to 20 days, unlike the normal four to
eight days, are expected between April and
June. Heatwaves lasting 10 to 20 days, unlike
the normal four to eight days, are expected
between April and June. AP File Photo
Gujarat, central Maharashtra and north
Karnataka are most vulnerable to heatwaves,
followed by Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, north
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh, as
per the IMD.
What is the EC doing?
A day back, the IMD Director General,
Mrutunjay Mohapatra, assured the Election
Commission of India (ECI) that heatwave is not a
major concern for the second phase of elec-
tions. The ECI Monday (22 April) formed a task
force consisting of officials from the IMD, the
poll body, the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), and the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare to assess the impact of
heatwave and humidity five days before each
phase of polling. This came after the election
commission held a meeting with the IMD and
representatives of the Union Health Ministry to
comprehend the developing weather situation
and discuss mitigation measures. india general
elections  People crowd a polling booth to vote
just before the polling ends during the first
round of polling of India’s national elec-
tion in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, on 19
April 2024.
AP File Photo

The EC has asked the health
ministry to issue “necessary
instructions to health authori-
ties in states to prepare for and extend assis-
tance.

The emergence of the
Purvanchalis/Biharis as the
most influential electoral
community is a story of a
long journey of struggle and
perseverance. During the
watershed Assembly elec-
tion in Delhi in 2013, the
then Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit was looking forward
to a fourth term. The confi-
dence emanated from the
development overhaul she
carried out during the 2010
Commonwealth Games.
Though the Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre was
mired in allegations of cor-
ruption, Dikshit felt assured
of steering clear of it.
However, then Congress
member of Lok Sabha from
West Delhi, Mahabal
Mishra, had warned Dikshit
about an impending defeat
and had suggested to her
that she could gamble by
giving a large chunk of tick-
ets to the party workers
from Purvanchal (migrants
from east UP and Bihar).
Dikshit, who was never com-
fortable with Mishra, saw it
as a ruse on the part of the
Purvanchali leader to create
a claim for himself as a rival
to her. As the results came
out, she was dismayed that
her development drive was
drowned in the cacophony
let loose by the Anna Hazare
movement, whose product
is the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP). The arrival of Arvind
Kejriwal and the AAP marked
the beginning of a new

genre of politics. During the
past three decades, Delhi
has undergone a deep
demographic change. The
migrants arriving in the city,
which is North India’s El
Dorado, have given a new
character to its social and
cultural life. From being
poor tenants in the unautho-
rised colonies, they are now
proud holders of plots but
have been fighting with suc-
cessive governments for the
assertion of their civic rights.
Their struggle has not been
limited to the recognition of
their housing plots. They eke
out a living fighting various
forces of corruption aka gov-
ernment. The Congress and
the BJP all those years
instead of holding their hand
depended on poll malprac-
tices, exploiting their pover-
ty to get their mandate. The
migrants from the eastern
districts of Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand and some
districts of Madhya Pradesh
bordering these areas for

long looked for a role in the
politics of the national capi-
tal. When Kejriwal, during
the campaign in 2015, said
to accept liquor and money
from the Congress and the
BJP but vote for him, he
showed that he had his ear
to the ground. In that poll,
the AAP had put up
Purvanchali candidates in 15
out of 70 seats and they all
romped home. Today,
Mahabal Mishra is AAP’s
candidate from West Delhi.
His son Vinay is an AAP MLA
from their traditional
Dwarka seat. For the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, for which
voting is scheduled in Delhi
on May 26, the BJP has field-
ed one Bihari candidate
Manoj Tiwari, the sitting MP
from the North East Delhi
seat. AAP-Congress has field-
ed three Biharis – Kanhaiya
Kumar from North East
Delhi, Somnath Bharti from
the New Delhi seat and the
veteran Mahabal Mishra
from the West Delhi seat.

While Kanhaiya Kumar and
Manoj Tiwari are imports
into the capital’s politics,
Mahabal Mishra and
Somnath Bharti have grown
politically in the national
capital. One may recall that
Mahabal Mishra was the
first Bihari to win an elec-
toral battle, winning a seat
as a corporator from
Nasirpur in Outer Delhi in
1996. 
Though before him, a
Purvanchali, Lal Bihari Tiwari
had won Assembly polls
from the East Delhi seat of
Ghonda and become a min-
ister in the state BJP govern-
ment. Later, Tiwari won
three consecutive Lok Sabha
polls in 1997 (bypoll), 1998
and 1999. However, there is
a marked difference in the
politics of Tiwari and the
present-day Bihari politi-
cians in the capital – from
meek submission to that of
aggressive assertion
According to the data
released by the Election
Commission, Delhi has a
total of 1,47,42,145 voters
— 79,98,652 male,
67,42,330 female and 1163
from the third gender. This is
up by about 6.5 per cent
from 1,38,46,482 in 2019.
According to estimates, 33.5
per cent of the total 1.48
crore voters across the
seven Lok Sabha constituen-
cies are Purvanchalis. Their
presence varies from 24 per
cent in Chandni Chowk to 41
per cent in East Delhi. On the

North East Delhi seat, they
constitute 40 per cent of the
votes, while they account for
37 per cent of votes in New
Delhi, 34 per cent in West
Delhi, 31 per cent in North
West Delhi and 27 per cent
in South Delhi. Today, there
isn’t a constituency in Delhi
where the ‘Chhath’ festival
of Bihar is not celebrated.
But will the Biharis vote as a
bloc or would have ideologi-
cal preferences depending
on their allegiance in the
home state? This is some-
thing which the political par-
ties, especially the BJP,
would be accountable for.
There are two other crucial
seats – New Delhi and West
Delhi, where the BJP needs
to crack the Bihari pot to sail
through.
The selection of Bihari candi-
dates for the Lok Sabha polls
from Delhi by both the
major formations –
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Aam Aadmi Party-
Congress alliance clearly
indicate that Purvanchalis,
rather Biharis, have become
a major political entity in the
national capital. Today, they
are not just at par but more
influential than other major
electoral blocks like that of
Punjabis, Vaishyas, Gujjars,
Jats and minorities.
Numerically, the two forma-
tions together have fielded
two Vaishyas, two Gujjars,
two Punjabis, one Jat, three
Scheduled Caste (two from
reserved seats).

When prejudiced opinion posts
masquerade as journalism, it vio-
lates one of the four foundational
pillars of democracy. As main-
stream media is pivotal in shaping
popular perceptions and helps
the voter make informed choices
in an election year, much of the
Western observers’ anti-India
blitzkrieg must be discounted by
the discerning voter due to its
inherent bias and colonial mind-
set. A free, fair and thriving multi-
party democracy is at work at the
scale of 970 million, as Indians
ready to exercise their franchise
in the general elections.
Stunningly ignoramus and half-
informed foreign scribes that
write for global media outlets,
West’s India watchers, activists
and NGOs are on overdrive to
undermine the integrity of the
Indian democratic process.
The woke brigade of journos who
anoint themselves as upholders
of liberal democracy are com-
pletely disconnected from the
vox populi of the voting nation.
Their feedback loops are through
proxy, based on what they hear
and perceive, and not by touring
the expansive electoral terrain.
The voter-on-the ground, prima-
rily comprising rural and urban
middle classes, neither read the
likes of The Economist, New York
Times, UK Guardian, Chatham
House, Le Monde France, La Croix
International Catholic News etc.,
nor hear the views on BBC, CNN
or Bloomberg.Besides, in a coun-
try with 80 per cent of the popu-
lation comprising Hindus, the
resurgence of Hindu nationalism
renders the opinions of the elitist
Western collective as redundant
and powerless to influence or
impact India’s electoral out-
comes.   For too long, interna-
tional institutions of the West
have held sway in determining
the pecking order of 170 nations,
whether it is in determining their
sovereign credit ratings or demo-
cratic credentials. In proportion
to Ind
ia’s growing heft, and being the

largest democracy, it is a step in
the right direction that India has
set in motion the process of
redefining the codes for an alter-
native ’Global Standard for
Elections’, and creating its own
metrics of gauging the democra-
cy ratings index in collaboration
with the Observer Research
Foundation.Much has trans-
formed during Modi’s decadal
tenure. India has indeed emerged
as the nation of the decade, and a
critical player in just about every
issue pivotal to playing peace-
maker on geo-political tensions,
or issues facing the planet. India’s
inclusive economic growth under
Modi and its expanding global
ascendence has made it a formi-
dable global power. It is therefore
no surprise that Modi as the front
runner is poised for a successive
third term, and is expected to
return in a stronger avatar in
2024. Should that happen, the
pace of economic reforms and
saturation of flagship schemes is
expected to accelerate. An indus-
trial prime minister helming the
fifth largest economy is an intimi-
dating prospect for the US and
Western nations, as the more the
axis of economic power steadily
shifts towards India, one expects
negative news blitzes from for-
eign soil to further intensify.
Why West fears a stronger India
This is exactly what the Western
mainstream media in cahoots
with India’s opposition parties,
and external lobbyists are striking
at. They would prefer an electoral
outcome that throws up a rag-a-
tag coalition with a weakened
prime minister, one who would
be subservient to their business
and political interests in prefer-
ence to a strong, assertive and
nationalist PM who would pursue
nation-first interests, undaunted
by the US or the Western powers.
We are living through a period of
tumultuous change, as the global
order crumbles, and the writ of
multilateral institutions is ineffec-
tive in controlling geopolitical
tensions.

Rewriting the rules of
engagement is challeng-
ing, but undoubtedly
both Iran and Israel have
made a symbolic state-
ment and managed the
escalation cycle wherein
they have played to the
gallery as far as their
domestic audience is
concerned. On April 14,
Iran launched its first
direct military offensive
against Israel. The attack
consisted of over 300
Shahed drones, cruise
missiles, and ballistic
missiles. The launch was
detected immediately,
and the Israeli forces on
high alert had approxi-
mately two hours of
response time before
the drones reached
Israeli airspace.
The strike was then
taken apart as it moved
across the Middle East
by members of the US-
led Middle East Air
Defence Alliance, which
included jets from the
RAF, the Jordanian Air

Forces, and the US Air
Force. Most of the sur-
viving munitions were
then intercepted by
Israel’s Air Defence
Systems, which include
the Iron Dome, David’s
Sling, and Arrow 2 and 3.
At least five penetrated
through these defences
and struck targets in and
around an Nevatim Air
Base in the Negev
Desert. These five hits
resulted in no casualties
and caused only struc-
tural damage.
The world was on edge,
and there was danger
that a threatened Israeli
retaliation would result
in a regional, if not
wider, conflict. Crude
prices spiked, markets
dropped across the
globe, and gold reached
new heights. For India,
one of the major dan-
gers of escalation was
the blocking of the
Straits of Hormuz, as it
would result in disrup-
tion of both crude and

natural gas. The Israeli
reaction took place
within the week. On
April 19, they struck a
military airbase near the
city of Isfahan, and
Iranian officials also
claimed to have shot
down small drones near
the northern city of
Tabriz, but this was
downplayed. Isfahan
Province, in the centre
of Iran, is home to signif-
icant Iranian military
infrastructure, including
a large air base, a major
missile production com-
plex, and nuclear facili-
ties. As per reports in
the Jerusalem Post, the
Israelis were targeting
an air defence radar site
near Isfahan that’s part
of the protection of the
Natanz nuclear facility.
The choreography of
missile strikes once
again ensured that there
were no casualties and,
moreover, no targeting
of Iranian nuclear facili-
ties.

Why Iran, Israel avoided

crossing red lines

Voter turnout during

Phase 4?

Planting trees is a simple solution to counter air pollution

The remarkable rise of Biharis in Delhi:

From cheap labour to influential vote-bank

‘Mind your own democracy’
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