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Kurukshetra

Amidst the resonant
sound of chanting and
blowing of conch
shells, the sacred book
Geeta was worshipped
at the International Gita
Mahotsav-2025 in
Kurukshetra today. The
International Gita
Mahotsav-2025 in
Kurukshetra com-
menced with the grand
worship of the sacred
book Geeta and the
recitation of verses
from the Geeta. The
entire atmosphere
around Brahma Sarovar
was filled with the spir-
it of Geeta. Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh,
Cabinet Minister Anil
Vij, Cabinet Minister
Krishna Kumar Bedi,
Gita scholar Swami
Gyananand Maharaj,
Kurukshetra Lok Sabha
constituency MP
Naveen Jindal, and for-
mer Minister of State
Subhash Sudha per-
formed the full offering
in the Geeta Yagya and

worshipped Brahma
Sarovar. Guests arrived
at the Purushottampura
Garden in
Brahmasarovar and
were welcomed in a tra-
ditional manner amid
chanting of mantras by
Bharat Bhushan Bharti,
Political Advisor to the
Chief Minister,
Dhuman Singh, Vice
Chairman of the
Haryana Saraswati
Heritage Development
Board, BJP District
President Tejendra
Singh Goldy, and
Honorary Secretary of
the KDB, Upendra
Singhal. Folk artists
from various states,
dressed in their respec-

tive state costumes,
welcomed all guests
and tourists to the
sacred land of
Kurukshetra as per tra-
dition.Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh per-
formed the final obla-
tion in the Gita Yagna
and then worshipped
the holy book, the Gita.
Congratulating and
wishing the nation and
the people of the state,
he said that a divine
confluence of spirituali-
ty, culture, knowledge,
and art is taking place
in the holy city of
Kurukshetra. Due to the
efforts of the central
and state governments,
Gita Jayanti was recog-

nized as the
International Gita
Festival. He noted that
the Vedas, Upanishads,
and Puranas were com-
posed on the banks of
the Saraswati River on
this sacred land.
Furthermore, Emperor
Harshvardhan's magnif-
icent capital, Thanesar,
is also located here.
Knowing the impor-
tance of Kurukshetra,
Lord Krishna chose it
for the Mahabharata
war. It was here that he
imparted the divine
message of Karma
Yoga to Arjuna, which
continues to inspire
humanity even
today.Cabinet Minister
Anil Vij stated that the
Gita is not only impor-
tant from a philosophi-

cal and spiritual per-
spective, but also has
practical application. It
is a unique example of
knowledge and science,
which is why the Gita is
loved not only by
Indians but also by for-
eigners. Over the past

India's decency is not its
weakness: Rajnath Singh

Ayodhya

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
visit the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple
in Ayodhya on Tuesday
and hoist the flag on
the temple's summit.
Preparations for this
event are complete.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath arrived in
Ayodhya on Monday to

review the preparations
for the event at the tem-
ple complex and also
reviewed the prepara-
tions made by the tem-
ple administration and

district administration.It
is noteworthy that
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
arrive in Ayodhya on
Tuesday. After greeting

the people of Ayodhya,
he will visit the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple. Prior to this, at
around 10 a.m., the
Prime Minister will
visit the Saptmandir
and pay obeisance at
the temples of
Maharishi Vashishtha,
Maharishi Vishwamitra,
Maharishi Agastya,
Maharishi Valmiki,
Devi Ahalya, Nishadraj

Guha, and Mata
Shabari. He will then
visit the Sheshavatar
Temple. He will also
visit the Mata
Annapurna Temple at
around 11 a.m.
Following this, he will
offer prayers in the
Ram Darbar sanctum
sanctorum.The Prime
Minister will hoist the
saffron flag at the pin-
nacle of the Shri Ram

Janmabhoomi Temple
at around 12 noon. This
event will coincide with
the Abhijit Muhurta of
the marriage of Lord
Rama and Mother Sita
on the auspicious
Panchami of the Shukla
Paksha (waxing phase)
of the month of
Margashirsha. A 10-
foot-high and 20-foot-
long triangular flag will
be hoisted. 

PM Modi will hoist the flag on the top of Shri Ram Janmabhoomi temple

New Delhi

Justice Surya Kant, born
on February 10, 1962, in
Hissar, a small town in
Haryana, has become the
53rd Chief Justice of
India (CJI). His swear-
ing-in ceremony was
held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in a grand cere-
mony. President
Draupadi Murmu admin-
istered the oath to Justice
Surya Kant. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and several Union minis-
ters were present on the
occasion.15-month
tenureOn the recommen-
dation of former CJI
B.R. Gavai, President
Draupadi Murmu
approved Justice Surya
Kant's name as the next
CJI on October 30,

2025. He will now hold
the position until
February 9, 2027.First
CJI of HaryanaJustice
Surya Kant is the first
CJI from Haryana. He
hails from a middle-class
family. He completed his
law studies in 1984.
After earning a law
degree from Maharshi
Dayanand University in
Rohtak, he began prac-
ticing in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court. In
2011, he received his
Master's degree from
Kurukshetra University.
Appointed to the
Supreme Court in
2019In July 2000, he
became the youngest
Advocate General of
Haryana and was desig-
nated as a Senior
Advocate in 2001. 

'Operation Sindoor' should

have been conducted after

the Mumbai terror attack':

CM Devendra Fadnavis

Mumbai

On Monday, veteran
actor Dharmendra
passed away. He had
been ill for a long time.
Prime Minister Modi
paid tribute to the actor.
Several celebrities,
including Karan Johar
and Kajol, expressed
their condolences on

social media.President
Draupadi Murmu
expressed grief over the
death of actor

DharmendraPresident
Draupadi Murmu
expressed grief over the
death of actor
Dharmendra on her
Twitter account. She
wrote, "The passing
away of renowned actor
and former MP
Dharmendra ji is a huge
loss to Indian cinema.
One of the most cele-

brated actors, he deliv-
ered many memorable
performances in his
decades-long illustrious
career. As a towering
figure of Indian cinema,
he leaves behind a lega-
cy that will continue to
inspire new generations
of artists. My deepest
condolences to his fami-
ly and fans.

Kolkata

West Bengal Governor
C.V. Ananda Bose said
that there have been
reports of people migrat-
ing towards the India-
Bangladesh border.
Many interpretations are
being drawn from this.
Before assessing the sit-
uation, I want to visit
the spot and assess the
reality so that I can form
my own opinion on the
issue. He said, "SIR is
an important process
and if any complaints

arise during its imple-
mentation, the Election
Commission will
resolve them. We cer-
tainly hope that every-
thing will be fine.
"Election Commission
should protect BLOs:

TMC MPMeanwhile,
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MP Saket
Gokhale said that if the
Election Commission is
truly independent, it
should protect the rights
of booth-level officers

(BLOs) and voters and
ensure complete trans-
parency in the SIR
process. The Rajya
Sabha MP said in a post
on Instagram that the
party has no objection to
SIR, but strongly oppos-
es the hasty, disorgan-
ized, and opaque man-
ner in which the process
is being conducted in
West Bengal.The TMC
has been consistently
criticizing the Election
Commission over the
recent deaths of several
booth-level officers.

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath held a
"Janta Darshan" (pub-
lic meeting) at his offi-
cial residence on
Monday. More than 52
complainants from
across the state attend-
ed the meeting. Chief
Minister Yogi personal-
ly reached out to each
complainant, listened
to their problems, and
provided instructions
for redressal. The Chief
Minister directed all
District Magistrates
and Senior

Superintendents of
Police to hear the com-
plaints of the victims
and resolve them with-
in the district itself.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath pampered
the children who came
with their parents, gave
them chocolates, and
urged them to study
diligently.Listen to

Victims' Complaints
and Ensure Resolution
Within the Set
TimeframeChief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath held a
"Janta Darshan" on
Monday. During the
meeting, the Chief
Minister was apprised
of complaints related to
financial assistance,

illegal encroachments,
electricity, education,
police, etc. Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed all
District Magistrates
and Senior
Superintendents of
Police to hear and
resolve all complaints
at the district level.
District Magistrates
should ensure that all
departments in the dis-
tricts hear and resolve
the complaints of the
victims within the set
timeframe.The govern-
ment's commitment is
to serve.

Mumbai

The Indian Navy on
Monday commissioned
INS Mahe, the first
Mahe-class anti-sub-
marine warfare shallow
water craft (ASW-
SWC), expected to
enhance its combat
capability. The ceremo-
ny, conducted by Vice
Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan, Flag
Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Western
Naval Command, was
presided over by Chief
of Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi.
Chief of Army Staff

General Upendra
Dwivedi today con-
ducted a guided tour of
INS Mahe after its
induction into the
Indian Navy.The boat:
The boatman is stand-
ing on the shore, the
boatman is standing on
the shore, the boatman
is standing on the
shore, the boatman is
standing on the
shore.Launching of the
boatman Mahe - Photo:
DhakaiIndia's growing
expertise in warship
constructionThe launch
of the boatman Mahe
marks the arrival of a
new generation.

New warship INS Mahe
launched in Mumbai

New Delhi

Recalling the role of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
during an event in New
Delhi on Saturday, BJP
President JP Nadda alleged
that for four decades after
independence, the Congress
party did not give Patel's
contributions the place in
history that they truly
deserved. He said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the leader who has
given Sardar Patel the
rightful respect. At the
event, Nadda also flagged
off the 150 Unity March,
marking Patel's birth
anniversary. Nadda said
that at the time of India's
independence, the country

was divided into 562
princely states, and the
British wanted India to
remain weak and divided.
However, Sardar Patel uni-
fied all these princely states
within two years, establish-
ing India as a strong nation.
He said that despite his
immense contribution,
Congress governments, for
political reasons, did not
give Patel the respect he
deserved. Scathing attack
on senior leadersNadda
alleged that the Congress
was in power from 1950 to
1991, but no Prime
Minister took the decision
to confer the Bharat Ratna
on Patel. According to him,
political conspiracies were
hatched to deny Pate.

Congress suppressed Sardar
Patel's contribution: Nadda

New Delhi

The Lokpal Act needs to
be amended to "prevent
any scope for arbitrari-
ness" and ensure its proper
implementation. Sources
said there is a strong senti-
ment in some government
circles that some of the
provisions of this law,
enacted more than a
decade ago, should now be
"reconsidered." The
Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act, 2013, came into force
on January 1, 2014, after
receiving Presidential
assent.Who is the current

Lokpal
Chairperson?However, it
only began functioning on
March 27, 2019, after the
appointment of the
Chairperson and members.
Currently, the Lokpal is
chaired by former
Supreme Court judge
Justice Ajay Manikrao

Khanwilkar, and the
Lokpal can have eight
members—four judicial
and four non-judicial.
Citing an example, sources
said the current
Chairperson has decided to
hear cases through a single
bench consisting of all the
members.

'Lokpal law needs reform', gov-
ernment may consider changes

Nagpur
In Nagpur, Maharashtra,
when her parents refused
to give their daughter a
mobile phone, the teenag-
er, driven by stubbornness,
committed suicide. The
8th-grade student hanged
herself. Upon receiving
the information, police
arrived at the scene and
sent the body to the hospi-
tal for a postmortem. The
incident occurred near the
Hanuman Temple in the
Chankapur area of
??Nagpur. The 13-year-old
8th-grade student hanged
herself because her par-
ents refused to buy her a
new smartphone.

An 8th-grade student

took her own life after

her parents refused to

give her a mobile phone

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan visited

Gurudwara Rakabganj Sahib in Delhi. Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta was also present

with him.

People migrating towards the India-
Bangladesh border: Bengal Governor Bose

Listen to the complaints of every victim in

the district and resolve them: Chief Minister

Actor Dharmendra passes away at the age of 89
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Kaushambi. In Chaura Deeh village, under the Chaura
Deeh police outpost of Charwa police station area, two
dozen gamblers have been gathering for several days
in the pigeon pea field behind Bodda Pasi's tubewell.
However, from the police station to the outpost police,
everyone remains unaware of the gambling operation.
It is said that this gambling game is going on without
any hindrance under the protection of a local profes-
sional gangster who is collecting commission on the
gamblers' wins and losses. Who all are the partners in
the gambling commission is a matter of investigation.
It is said that dozens of gamblers arrive at this gam-
bling den from morning and the gambling continues
uninterrupted till evening, where lakhs of rupees are
wagered in an hour. Earlier, these gamblers used to
gather at Tikka Talab, where gambling worth lakhs of
rupees was also taking place openly there. It is said that
a policeman from the outpost was seen sitting on the
spot. The people of the area have demanded action
from the police officers against the gangster who is
playing gambling and organizing gambling.

Mahewa Ghat Police
Arrested Three Gamblers

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. Under the direction of the Superintendent
of Police, as part of the ongoing campaign against
crime and criminals in the district, on the night of
23/24 November 2025, the Mahewa Ghat Police
Station team arrested Abhishek Singh, son of Rajiv
Singh, resident of Andhawa, Police Station Mahewa
Ghat, Shankar Saroj, son of Gunga Saroj, resident of
Andhawa, Police Station Mahewa Ghat, and Deepak
Kumar, son of Rambhavan, resident of Andhawa,
Police Station Mahewa Ghat, near the primary school
in Andhawa village. They were gambling with a gam-
bling racket of ?500, ?400, and 52 playing cards. Based
on the seizure and arrest, a case under Section 13 of the
Gambling Act was registered at the police station and
legal proceedings were initiated.

Gamblers are gathering in the

Charwa police station area, but

the police remain unaware

Etah

Under the directives of the
Election Commission of India,
continuous on-site inspections
are being conducted by
Electoral Registration Officers
as part of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) Programme of
the voter list underway in the
Assembly constituencies of the
district. The campaign, being
carried out under the guidance
of District Election Officer /
District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh, aims to make
the electoral roll updated,
error-free and 100 percent
transparent. During the inspec-
tion, Electoral Registration
Officers and Assistant

Electoral Registration Officers
visited various booths to
review the collection and veri-
fication of enumeration forms,
along with digitization work
through the BLO mobile app.
Officers issued clear instruc-
tions to Booth Level Officers
(BLO) to conduct door-to-door
visits, collect enumeration
forms from eligible voters

within the stipulated time and
ensure immediate digitization
and uploading of collected
forms on the designated por-
tal/app. Supervisors have been
directed to review the tasks
regularly and update daily
progress. The officials also
warned that any negligence or
delay at any level will invite
strict action. They emphasized

that the objective of the SIR
programme is to achieve a
thoroughly updated and puri-
fied electoral roll and therefore
every BLO and associated staff
must work responsibly and
with full commitment. Public
cooperation was also appealed
for, urging citizens to provide
accurate information to BLO to
support the process of voter list
purification. District Magistrate
Prem Ranjan Singh stated that
the collection of enumeration
forms is of utmost importance
and must be completed on a
priority basis.  He added that
ensuring the success of the
revision process while adher-
ing to the guidelines of the
Election Commission .

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Kaushambi
Many voters are facing
significant difficulties in
filling out the SIR forms
issued by the Central
Government for elec-
tions. Many voters lack
voter ID cards, which
means they cannot
obtain information
about their booth num-
ber or polling station.
Their voter list serial
number is missing, pre-
venting many voters'
names from being
included in the SIR
forms. Even after
searching online, the
2003 voter list is

unavailable.
Furthermore, ordinary
voters are unable to
obtain the old voter list
from the Election
Office. Those with
access are finding the
old voter list through
various means, but the
poor, illiterate, and vul-
nerable villagers are
struggling to find the
old voter list. Those
who cannot find the old
voter list are unable to
complete their SIR
forms, preventing them
from being submitted.
The BLO also lacks the
old voter list. Voters
who have left their vil-
lages and become resi-
dents of other areas are

facing the most difficul-
ty in filling out the SIR
forms. Their names are
listed in the new areas,
but they can only access
their complete details
from the 2003 or earlier
voter lists. They will
have to fill the new
form only then they will
be able to become vot-
ers but this serious prob-
lem has not been solved
by the government
administration yet due
to which many voters
will remain untouched
from filling the form
and the voter list will
remain incomplete. The
government administra-
tion needs to try to solve
this serious issue. 

SPRajesh Kumar's

visionary thinking will

transform rural security

Akhand Bharat Sanesh

Kaushambi. In an unprece-
dented initiative to strengthen
the rural security system,
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar honored 107
village guards and watchmen
of the district by presenting
them with bicycles and turbans
at a grand ceremony held at
the Police Lines on Monday.
This initiative is a direct testa-
ment to SP Rajesh Kumar's
vision, leadership, and ground-
level strategy, resulting in a
more comprehensive, robust,
and proactive security system
in villages. The Superintendent
of Police has taken a signifi-
cant decision to encourage vil-
lage guards. During the event,
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar personally
announced from the stage that
three village guards,
Chowkidars Santlal, son of
Panchilal, Hathiya Bhit,
Sandipanghat police station,
Kanhaiya Lal, son of Rajaram,
Lehdari, Chayal, and Shivbabu
Pal, son of Paltu Pal, Patiria,
Visara, Kokhraj, have played
an outstanding role in village
security. 

He presented them with cash
prizes of five hundred rupees
each and honored them with
shawls. SP Rajesh Kumar stat-
ed that village guards are the
eyes and ears of the police in
the village. He clearly stated in
his address that village guards
are the backbone of village
security. They are our
strongest link in crime control,
maintaining peace, gathering
information, and suppressing
rumors. 
The most successful model of
police-public cooperation is
developed in villages through
them. Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar urged every vil-
lage guard to maintain regular
patrols, immediately report
any incident or suspicious
activity to the police, and play
an active role in maintaining
peace, harmony, and security
in the village. He emphasized
that if each village guard is
vigilant, the entire village is
safe, and if the village is safe,
the district is safe.

Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar's initiative is
significant. Through this pro-
gram, the SP strengthened
security at the village level,
reducing the trust deficit
between police and the public.
He integrated the law and
order model with community
cooperation. He prioritized
human support rather than
technical support in security.
This model in the field of rural
security has the potential to
become an example at the
state level. Additional
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar Singh, Circle
Officer Kaushambi Lines
Janeshwar Prasad Pandey, and
police officers and personnel
were present at the program.
At the end of the ceremony,
SP Rajesh Kumar placed his
hand on the shoulders of all
the village guards and guards,
motivating them by saying that
if they remain vigilant, the
entire district will sleep peace-
fully. 

The Superintendent of Police boosted the

morale of 107 village guards by 

distributing bicycles and turbans to them

Inspection of Special Intensive Revision

of Voter List Conducted in Etah

Etah

A road safety awareness cam-
paign was successfully organized
on Friday at Aliganj Tiraaha
under the banner of the District
Crime Prevention Committee,
Etah. NCC cadets from Shri
Gandhi Memorial School played
a crucial role in the campaign,
alongside administrative officials
who actively participated in guid-
ing the public.During the pro-
gram, ARTO Satendra Kumar, TI
Anil Kumar Verma, Committee
Secretary P.S. Rajput and other
office-bearers of the district com-
mittee were present. The team
distributed awareness pamphlets
to two-wheeler riders without hel-
mets, drivers operating vehicles
without a valid driving license
and four-wheeler drivers not using
seat belts-emphasizing the impor-
tance of adhering to road safety
rules. NCC cadets assisted on-site
by stopping vehicles and inform-
ing drivers about traffic regula-
tions, linking safe driving prac-
tices directly with the protection

of human life. ARTO Satendra
Kumar inspected several driving
licenses on the spot and took strict
action against rule violators, issu-
ing challans as per guidelines. He
stated that the most effective way
to prevent road accidents is for
every citizen to strictly follow
traffic rules. District Committee
patron Devendra Pal Singh, S.P.
Shukla and Program Incharge
Amit Gupta were present along
with committee members includ-
ing Ashish Bundela, Ashish
Kumar, Pawan Chaturvedi, Amit
Arya, Sonu Kumar Mathur,
Omendra Pal Singh (Adv.),
Chanchal Kumar, Bharat Verma,
Manoj Kumar, Pravesh Kumar,
Rajeev Kumar, Sunil Kumar,
Mohammad Ashif, Mubeen
Ahmad, Anuj Chauhan, Prateek
Saxena, Keshav Chauhan, Avresh
Kumar (Adv.), Lalit Kumar
(Adv.) and others. The District
Crime Prevention Committee
pledged to continue conducting
such initiatives regularly to
strengthen road safety measures
across the district.

SIR forms are not being submitted due to the

lack of access to the old voter list

Etah

Additional
Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Etah,
Shwetabh Pandey,
conducted an inspec-
tion of Police Station
Kotwali Dehat and
Police Station
Sakrauli on Friday,
reviewing the func-
tioning, record man-
agement system and
infrastructure status of
both stations. During
the inspection, the
ASP issued essential
directives for the
establishment of
Cyber Help Desks at
both stations to ensure
quick and time-bound
assistance for citizens

affected by cyber-
crimes. He empha-
sized the need to
strengthen mecha-
nisms for effectively
addressing the rapidly
increasing cases of
online fraud and cyber
offences. ASP Pandey
also stressed quality
disposal of pending
cases, maintenance of
cleanliness and disci-
pline in the stations,
strengthening of the
beat policing system,
and the implementa-
tion of transparent
police functioning. He
instructed police per-
sonnel to maintain
regular communica-
tion with the public
and ensure prompt

resolution of their
grievances.
Highlighting the
urgency of tackling
cybercrime, he stated
that swift action and
sensitive handling of
every complaint are
mandatory, and
warned that any form
of negligence will not
be tolerated. He
appealed to police
officers and staff to
perform their duties
with responsibility,
alertness, and dedica-
tion. The inspection
reaffirmed the police
administration com-
mitment to efficiency,
accountability and
improved public serv-
ice.

Etah

On the occasion of
Thana Samadhan
Diwas, a public hear-
ing program was held
on Saturday at Police
Station Kotwali
Dehat, presided over
by Additional
Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Etah,
Shwetabh Pandey.
Citizens from various
areas participated in
the event and submit-
ted applications and
complaints, which
were heard attentive-

ly and with serious-
ness by the ASP.ASP
Pandey directed the
concerned officials
and station in-
charges to ensure
time-bound, transpar-
ent and quality dis-
posal of every com-
plaint so that victims
receive justice with-
out delay. He assert-
ed that the prompt
resolution of public
grievances is the top
priority of the police
administration and
that negligence or
carelessness in any

matter will not be
tolerated. Instructions
for necessary actions
on the complaints
received during the
hearing were issued
on the spot. 
The police adminis-
tration assured the
public that all cases
will be resolved
impartially and effec-
tively so that citizens
can receive timely
relief. Several police
officers and staff
members were pres-
ent during the public
hearing program.

Mathura

Under Traffic Month November 2025, a road
safety awareness program was organized by
the Traffic Police today on 22.11.2025.
Under the direction of Senior Superintendent
of Police, the Inspector in-charge of Traffic
and the team gave detailed information
about traffic signals, mandatory and inform-
ative signs to the general public. School
vehicle drivers and students were made
aware about safe travel and following the
rules. Reflector tapes were put on tractor-
trolleys and safety rules were explained to
the drivers. During the campaign, 1661 chal-
lans were issued and 07 vehicles were seized
for violations including riding without hel-
met, seat belt, three passengers, wrong
direction and modified silencer.

ASP Shwetabh Pandey Inspects

Two Police Stations in Etah

Public Hearing Organized on

Thana Samadhan Diwas in Etah

Awareness was created 

during Traffic Month 

Road Safety Awareness Drive

Organized in Etah, NCC Cadets

and Officials Took Charge
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Prayagraj 
Under Traffic Month 2025,
Cyber Crime and Mission
Shakti, a comprehensive
public awareness program
was organized on Monday at
Jagat Taran Golden Jubilee
School and Colonelganj Inter
College under the joint aegis
of the Commissionerate of
Prayagraj and the Uttar
Pradesh Crime Prevention
Committee, Lucknow
Branch, Prayagraj. During
the program, students were
provided with detailed infor-
mation regarding traffic
rules, cyber security, and
Mission Shakti. Mission
Shakti Female Sub-Inspector
Mozbeen Bano from George
Town Police Station
informed the girls about self-
defense, women's safety, and
various government welfare
schemes under Mission
Shakti. SI Divya also provid-
ed detailed information on
how women can seek assis-
tance in emergencies through
helpline numbers. Sub-
Inspector Divya Gupta and
Constable Komal Verma also
raised awareness among stu-
dents about cyber security,
explaining how cyber crimi-
nals use new methods to
deceive and defraud people,
and that vigilance and cau-
tion are essential to protect
themselves from them.

Traffic Sub-Inspector
Indrapal Verma provided
detailed information on road
safety and traffic rules. He
emphasized the importance
of using helmets and seat
belts, following traffic sig-
nals, and following safe trav-
el through educational illus-
trations displayed by the
department. In his inspiring
address, Secretary Santosh
Kumar urged students to par-
ticipate in this awareness
campaign and spread a posi-
tive message to society, and
not to succumb to tempta-
tions that could harm their
families and society.
Principal Arindam Ghosh
and Sushmita Kango
presided over the program at
Jagat Taran Golden Jubilee
School. 
They welcomed the visiting

officials from the stage and
urged them to continue
organizing such awareness
programs. Among the out-
standing teachers, Manoj
Dubey, Smita, Pinky
Mukherjee, Akanksha Singh,
Kapil Dwivedi, Piyush
Kumar Singh, Indu Bala

Goyal, Roshni Dutt, Jyoti
Srivastava, and the school
principal were honored with
certificates of appreciation
for their excellent work and
cooperation. In the same
sequence, the above informa-
tion was also made available
to the children and teachers
of Colonelganj Inter College
by the officials and the pro-
gram was organized under
the chairmanship of Principal
Ajay Kumar. Today's pro-
gram was mainly organized
in coordination with Ajit
Kumar Sinha, Sub-Inspector,
District School Inspector,
Education Cell In-charge
Committee Zone, Shoaib
Alam Public Relations
Officer, Secretary
Environment Cell Hasan A
Naqvi, Priyanka Parashar
Women Cell, In-charge City
Sandeep Soni, Arjun Singh.
Finally, the program was
concluded after the national
anthem and in the program,
20 teachers of Colonelganj
Inter College were honored
by the committee by giving
them certificates of apprecia-
tion for their excellent work. 
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Kaushambi
Despite all the efforts of the
officials, the interference of
middlemen and traders in
paddy procurement centres
is not ending. When farmers
face problems due to non-
weighing of their paddy on
time, the traders and mid-
dlemen directly take advan-
tage of it. They buy paddy
from farmers at low prices,
obtain the land records of
the same farmers, sell it at
the paddy procurement cen-
tre and pocket the commis-
sion. The involvement of
the marketing inspector and
the district distribution offi-
cer is being exposed behind
all this drama. If farmers
are weighed on time, they
get timely payment for their
produce, they get the money
when they need it, and their
needs are met, then the
farmers will not sell their
produce to middlemen and
traders at low prices.
However, farmers' produce
is not weighed on time and
they do not get paid on
time, due to which the farm-
ers are helpless. After col-
luding with the paddy pro-

curement centre in-charge,
middlemen and traders are
openly taking advantage of
the farmers' helplessness.
The interference of middle-
men and traders in paddy
procurement centres is not a
new thing. For the past 20
years, middlemen have been
a hobby, and only a few
dozen have been identified.
Middlemen become wealthy
by disrupting the entire
paddy procurement center
system. In just 20 years,
middlemen have amassed
revenues of several crores,
and officials have failed to
identify them, making it
completely meaningless to
deny the involvement of the
marketing inspector and dis-

trict marketing officer in the
system. 

Weighing times
are set for farmers, but there
are no set times for weigh-
ing the produce of brokers
and middlemen. The paddy
of middlemen is weighed
until midnight.At the newly
opened paddy procurement
center in Osa, due to the
involvement of the market-
ing inspector, middlemen
are openly visible in and
around the procurement
center at all times. Despite
the lack of a ban on middle-
men, the possibility of a
gathering of brokers in the
market, with the connivance
of the district distribution
officer, cannot be denied.

Farmers bring paddy to the
market, but their paddy is
not being weighed because
of the numerous brokers
operating within the market
premises, who provide tea
and snacks to the officials.
These middlemen and
traders have established
their dominance over the
paddy procurement center
for the past 20 years. They
also fill their pockets, pay
for petrol, and fulfill all the
needs of the center in-
charge, so that the paddy of
the traders is weighed first.
The paddy that was
unloaded at the procurement
center 2 days ago, the paddy
of the middlemen and
traders is weighed first.
Farmer Lavkush Tripathi
says that since November
13, he has been lying here
with his paddy in the mar-
ket premises, his body shiv-
ering in the cold, no
resources have been made
for the farmers to stay, but
even after 12 days, his
paddy is not being weighed.
The center in-charge has
been doing it all the time,
the paddy of the farmers has
not been weighed even after
12 days, but the center in-

charge gets angry when the
brokers and middlemen are
discussed.
The paddy of the traders is

weighed first, paddy is
filled in a 41 kg 200 gram
sack. Farmers are being
looted in the center even in
the weight and the officers
remain silent. Despite this,
paddy is deducted separate-
ly from the paddy of the
farmers in the name of
recovery. Farmers are
exploited in various ways at
the center, due to which the
farmers are helpless, where-
as this system There is no
control on brokers and mid-
dlemen. After filling the
pockets of the centre in-
charges, the rules and regu-
lations are different for
them. 
The centre in-charges have
earned huge wealth by
manipulating the purchase
of paddy and wheat. If their
huge wealth is investigated
by the Anti-Corruption
Organization, then the cor-
ruption prevalent in Kedo
will also be exposed, but
the government administra-
tion does not seem to be
ready to investigate their
huge wealth. 
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Prayagraj
Under the direction of the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government
of India, Mera Yuva
Bharat Prayagraj, under
the guidance of Deputy
Director Jagriti Pandey,
organized a district-level
sports competition at the
Babu Jokhai Pal Mini
Stadium in Andawa.
Under the supervision of
Rishi Pal, President of the
Babu Jokhai Pal Youth
Committee, and his com-
mittee members, the win-
ning teams from the
block-level sports compe-
titions from Baharia,
Uruwa, Bahadurpur,
Shringverpur, Chaka, and
Kaudihar participated in

this competition. A total of
six sports were organized,
including kabaddi (girls),
volleyball (boys), long
jump, 200-meter race,
800-meter race, and 400-
meter race, with finals and
closing ceremonies. The
Chief Guest of this com-
petition was Prayagraj
Mayor Ganesh
Kesharwani, and as a spe-
cial guest, Phulpur MLA
Deepak Patel, and special
guest, former Handia

MLA Prashant Singh, dis-
tributed prizes, certifi-
cates, medals, T-shirts,
and tassels to the winners,
boosting enthusiasm for
sports in the region.In this
event: Kabaddi winner -
Bahadurpur team, runner-
up - Manda team,
Volleyball - Bahria team,
captain - Divyanshu, and
runner-up - Trivenipuram
team, captained by Sudhir.
First in the 200-meter race
was Shivni, second -

Shilpa, and third - Sunaina
Nishad. First in the 400-
meter race was Imran Ali
from Meja, second -
Pramod Pal from Uruwa
Block, and third - Akash
Kumar from Bahadurpur.
First in the 800-meter race
was Kavita, second -
Soumya, and third -
Shilpa.First in the long
jump was Arjun Yadav
from Bahadurpur, second
- Priyansh Yadav from
Soraon, and third - Sahil

Pal from Meja. The jury
included Vimlesh Pal,
Vishal Yadav, Akshay Pal,
Arun Pal, Saroj Anand,
Ajay Pal. Local social
workers P.N. Akela, Gulab
Singh Yadav, Deepu Pal,
Arush Pal, Golu Pal, Raju,
Manish, Vishal, Aman,
Harsh, Ravi, Rohit, Ajay,
Prince, Adarsh, and teach-
ers of Gandhi Inter
College extended their
support in this sports com-
petition from the area.
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Prayagraj
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma
conducted his monthly
inspection of the EVM
and VVPAT ware-

house in Mundera on
Monday. 
He inquired about the
functioning of CCTV
cameras and the con-
dition of the security
rooms. He directed
that all necessary
arrangements be main-

tained in the ware-
house.
Joint Magistrate
Animesh Verma,
Assistant Election
Officer Phoolchandra,
and other election
officials were present
during the inspection. 
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Prayagraj
A meeting was held on Monday
in the Sangam Auditorium under
the chairmanship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar Verma
with representatives of all nation-
al and state-recognized political
parties to ensure the successful
completion of the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision program.
In the meeting, the District
Magistrate informed that to date,
the respective BLOs have distrib-
uted the counting forms to a total
of 4,625,206 (98.56 percent) vot-
ers across all the district's assem-
bly constituencies. The BLOs are
being rapidly collected and digi-
tized through the BLO app,
retrieving one copy of the count-
ing forms from the respective
voters. It was informed at the
meeting that the counting forms
of a total of 9,22,865 voters have
been digitized so far. The District
Magistrate urged representatives
of all political parties to coordi-
nate their appointed Booth Level
Agents (BLOs) with the respec-
tive booths to ensure the smooth
completion of the intensive revi-
sion program. The District

Magistrate also asked representa-
tives of all political parties to pro-
vide assistance to the Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) at each
polling station to ensure the
smooth distribution of counting
forms to all voters and the collec-
tion of counting forms from
them. He urged the BLAs and the
respective BLOs appointed by
them to coordinate and ensure the
distribution and collection of
counting forms for all voters. He
also advised that if people
encounter any difficulties in fill-
ing out or understanding the
forms, video clips detailing the
instructions can be used. He
urged everyone involved in the
SIR process to fulfill their
responsibilities. Strict action will
be taken against anyone found
negligent. He told the representa-
tives of political parties that if the

concerned BLOs are not filling
the forms after visiting their areas
or if any other problem is being
faced, then provide information
about it immediately so that the
problem can be resolved immedi-
ately. The District Magistrate said
that the work of SIR is important,
it should be completed on priori-
ty basis within the stipulated time
period. For this work, voters
should also understand their
responsibilities and fill the forms
quickly and provide them to the
BLOs so that the forms can be
fed on time. The District
Magistrate told the representa-
tives of all political parties that a
special intensive revision cam-
paign is being conducted to
remove the discrepancies in the
voter list and make it error-free,
for which cooperation is expected
from all of you.

All personnel involved in the
SIR process must fulfill

their responsibilities: DM

Traders, middlemen, and hobby farmers have been 

troubled by paddy procurement centers for two decades

District-level sports competition concludes 
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Kaushambi. To stream-
line the traffic system
throughout the district
during Traffic Month
(November), the traffic
police are conducting
daily discussions and
checking. However, even
then, the general public
continues to struggle with
traffic problems. The traf-
fic in-charge is nowhere
to be seen to address the
underlying issues in the
area. The traffic in-
charge's role in November
is limited to merely pub-
lishing photos. Publishing
photos of the traffic in-
charge will neither pre-
vent accidents nor provide
relief from traffic jams.
People have lost hope of a
solution to the traffic
problem from the traffic
in-charge, who is merely
pretending to mislead the
authorities.It is notewor-
thy that the traffic system

on the Sirathu Overbridge
has completely collapsed
these days, causing pedes-
trians and local residents
to face hours-long traffic
jams daily. Despite the
traffic in-charge's claims
of streamlining traffic dur-
ing Traffic Month
(November), this situation
becomes even more con-
cerning when the Sirathu
police post is located just
steps away from the traf-
fic jam site, yet no traffic

police or home guards are
seen deployed on the
roads. Locals report that
drivers are acting arbitrar-
ily on the overbridge. And
the problem of traffic
jams remains serious due
to improper parking.
During peak hours, the
traffic jams become so
severe that even ambu-
lances have difficulty
passing through.Despite
the proximity of a police
station, the absence of

policemen raises the ques-
tion whether the adminis-
tration has completely
ignored this important
traffic point. Commuters
have demanded that high-
er authorities find a per-
manent solution to this
problem and ensure regu-
lar deployment of traffic
policemen on the over-
bridge so that the general
public can be relieved of
the daily hassle of traffic
jams.

District Magistrate Inspects

Warehouse at Mundera Mandi

Traffic on the Sirathu Overbridge
has collapsed, causing long traffic

jams to plague commuters
Even the nearby police station is not providing relief from the
traffic jam.The traffic in-charge's November traffic month has

been limited to just the publication of photos

Strict action will be taken against those found negligent at any

level.The work of SIR is important, voters should also play

their part - District Election Officer

Center in-charges have amassed vast wealth by manipulating paddy and wheat procure-

ment.While the timing for weighing farmers' paddy is set, middlemen weigh until midnight

A joint awareness program was

organized under Traffic Month 2025

and Cyber Crime - Mission Shakti
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The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) approved the dis-
bursement of another $1 bil-
lion to Pakistan under its latest
Extended Fund Facility (EFF),
reinstating Pakistan's depend-
ence on international bailouts.
As a country with a high
dependence on imported oil,
whenever oil prices hike or
international borrowing
declines, Islamabad's reserves
take a further hit. Since 1958,
whenever this occurs, Pakistan
has approached the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a bailout approxi-
mately every three years, seek-

ing to save its economy under
the condition of improving
macroeconomic indicators.
While the role of the IMF has
been minimal in reforming
Pakistan's governance, its fund
facilities have stabilised the
economy from falling into the
pit grave. However, the key
question remains: have IMF
bailouts inadvertently enabled
an environment to facilitate
terror financing? If so, should
India try to block IMF funds to
Pakistan? Contrary to popular
imagination, the IMF's role is
distinct, and its programmes
impose strict conditions that

compel Islamabad to demon-
strate some accountability in
governance and economic
management. And India needs
an accountable Pakistan.While
the IMF can serve as a platform
for India to signal its displeas-
ure and apply international
diplomatic pressure following
the Pahalgam attack on April
22 by alleged Pakistan-backed
terrorists, a more effective
route to achieving strategic
objectives would be to target
terror financing networks and
financial opacity through the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), the global watchdog on

money laundering and terror
financing, where reports sug-
gest India is already preparing
to build a robust case against
Pakistan.Persistent macroeco-
nomic imbalances have led to a
state of massive public debt,
with the country facing massive
external debt repayment dues.
The Pakistani economy has
structural weaknesses, from a
narrow tax base to low produc-
tivity. Islamabad is also
extremely dependent on
imported energy, with energy
imports accounting for 20 to 40
% of total imports. Of the previ-
ous 25 IMF programmes.

There has been much discussion about the
assertions made by BVR Subrahmanyam, the
CEO of NITI Aayog, India’s only official think
tank. Speaking at a press conference following
the 10th NITI Aayog Governing Council Meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
presumably attended by senior bureaucrats,
Subrahmanyam said that “as I speak”, India has
overtaken Japan in current dollar GDP. Critics of
the government’s assertion make two points,
one relevant and the other “noisy”. The rele-
vant point is that the IMF World Economic
Outlook (WEO) database clearly shows that for
the fiscal year 2024-25 (ending in March 2025),
India’s GDP was $3.9 trillion while Japan’s was
$4.0 trillion—that is, Japan was 2.6 per cent
ahead. Fortunately, both Japan and India have
the same fiscal year—April-March—hence
adjustments to WEO data are not needed.
Equally clearly, the database presents esti-
mates of India’s GDP for fiscal year 2025-26 as
$4.187 trillion and Japan’s as $4.186 trillion—
that is, India’s GDP exceeds Japan’s by 0.02 per
cent in 2025-26. From this, many, if not most,
analysts have erroneously concluded that this
won’t happen until March 2026. Why erro-
neous? Because it is a fiscal year conclusion,
and the ‘centre of gravity’ of an April-March fis-
cal year is September. So, it is likely that the
NITI Aayog CEO, in making his hasty conclusion,
was wrong by only four months. As it happens,
Subrahmanyam was hasty by approximately a
year.Note that his conclusion and inference
pertains to current dollar GDP, and we have to
contend with the conversion from rupees to US
dollars, and from Japanese yen to US
dollars.First, let us look at the Indian estimate.
Data just released by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) on
Friday shows that India’s GDP in current prices
for January-March 2025 quarter was Rs 88.17
trillion, or annualised Rs 352.7 trillion. On 23
May, the last market day before
Subrahmanyam’s assertion, the exchange rate
was Rs 85.4/$—that is, current GDP in March
2025 was 352.7/85.4 or $4.13 trillion. Indian
nominal GDP is growing by about 10 per cent a
year. So, by March 2026, we should expect cur-
rent India GDP to reach $4.54 trillion.Now we
examine the fortunes of Japan’s GDP. The sea-
sonally adjusted quarterly estimate of Japan’s
GDP is 624.9 trillion yen for Q1 of 2025. On 23
May, the exchange rate was 142.6 yen/$; hence
Japan’s GDP in March 2025 was $4.38 trillion,
some 6.1 per cent ahead of India’s GDP on the
same date. Given that exchange rates change
every day, we need to decide as to what
exchange rate we should use. Amongst many,
we can use a calendar year estimate, a quarter-
ly estimate or a 23 May estimate. But no mat-
ter which one we use, it will be wrong because
exchange rates do not remain constant, and the
future is not asked to see, que sera sera. All of
us are concerned with the 23 May estimate,
hence the discussion and this note.Japan’s
nominal GDP growth has averaged 3.4 per cent
for the last three years. Assuming this to be the
average for 2025-26, the estimate for March
2026 is $4.53 trillion GDP (as 4.38*1.034). So it
will be sometime in March 2026 that India’s
GDP will exceed Japan’s in current
dollars.Again, que sera sera, the conclusion will
depend on what happens to exchange rates.
Changes in exchange rates affect nominal dollar
GDP calculations. Assume in March 2026 all
estimates come true except the $ yen exchange
rate changes from 142.7 to 135 (the yen has
become stronger by 5.7 per cent), then Japan’s
GDP will be 5.7 per cent higher and the day of
decision will be delayed beyond March 2026.
How do we interpret the dash to conclusion by
the CEO? As a sports junkie, I recall countless
occasions over the last 50 years when a
sprinter looked over his shoulder
to see his competitor – and lost
the race. What do we learn
from this data-heavy exer-
cise? 

“Would you be interested in
contesting for the post of
(UN) Secretary-General?” It’s
a question that then-Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
asked Shashi Tharoor in New
York in 2005. Tharoor, who
was serving as the United
Nations Under-Secretary-
General, would later admit
that Singh’s question caught
him a little off guard.Having
served in various capacities at
the UN since 1978, Tharoor
felt that his “entire working
life had seemed like a prepa-
ration” for the organisation’s
top post. Yet, he had no rea-
son to believe that New Delhi
was ready to back such a bid
on his behalf, at least not at
the time.India did eventually
nominate him, albeit after a
delay, for the position in mid-
2006. Tharoor lost to Ban Ki-
moon of South Korea, whose
government mounted an
aggressive campaign for its
candidate. It was, however,
the United States that
emerged as the biggest stum-
bling block to Tharoor’s can-
didacy.“Three factors—the
bilateral relationship with
Korea, a perception of a lack
of conviction on India’s part,
and the Bush Administration’s
desire not to repeat the Kofi
Annan experiment of a
‘strong’ Secretary-General—
combined to ensure the US
veto that scuttled my candi-
dacy,” he wrote in Open mag-
azine in 2016.Two decades
later, in a classic twist of irony,
Tharoor finds himself
embroiled in a controversy
tinged with diplomatic hues.
The same Congress party that
once championed his bid for
the highest seat in global
diplomacy is now glum over
the Centre naming him as the
leader of a multi-party dele-
gation visiting various world
capitals on Operation
Sindoor.His UN battle lost in

2006, Tharoor started spend-
ing more time in India and
found a home in the Congress
party, which offered him the
post of Minister of State for
External Affairs after his first
Lok Sabha victory from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
in the 2009 general elections.
Tharoor continues to retain
the seat, winning four elec-
tions on the trot.In 2015,
Tharoor claimed that when
he was still considering his
options after the UN stint, he
had also received offers to
join the BJP and the Left. But
he chose the Congress
because, as he explained in
2009, “I have nothing eco-
nomically in common with
the ideology of the Left and
Communist parties. Those
who have followed my writ-
ing for years know that I have
nothing in common with the
communalism that has been
unfortunately encouraged by
people associated with the
BharatiyaJanata Party… and
that basically means the
Congress party.”
Nevertheless, Tharoor’s loyal-
ty to the Congress has
remained suspect in the eyes
of a section of party leaders
from the beginning. His
words of praise for Narendra
Modi just days after the
Congress’ drubbing in the
2014 general elections
marked the beginning of a
series of statements over the
last decade that cemented

this perception.In a HuffPost
article, Tharoor wrote that
just as Modi “remade himself
from a hate-figure into an
avatar of modernity and
progress, he is seeking to
remake the BJP from a vehicle
of Hindu chauvinism to a nat-
ural party of governance.”He
continued: “For an opposition
member of Parliament like
myself, it would be churlish
not to acknowledge Modi
2.0’s inclusive outreach and
to welcome his more concilia-
tory statements and actions.
The moment he says or does
something divisive or sectari-
an in the Modi 1.0 mould,
however, we will resist him
robustly. India’s people, and
its pluralist democracy,
deserve no less.”Following
criticism from his party col-
leagues, Tharoor reaffirmed
his commitment to the
Congress and the principles of
secularism in a letter to the
party’s communication
department. “By praising him
(Modi) for specific things, we
help frame public expectation
of his continued behaviour
and raise the bar against
which we will judge him in
future,” he wrote.However, it
did little to dispel the growing
perception of Tharoor as a
misfit within the Congress. As
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh told a press huddle
last month, “Congress mein
hona aur Congress ka hona

mein zameen aasman ka
antar hai” (There is a major
difference between being in
the Congress and being of the
Congress).At the same time,
the Congress leadership
agrees that any disciplinary
action against Tharoor will
likely backfire. “His popular
appeal, especially in urban
India, is not lost on the party,”
a senior Congress leader told
ThePrint when asked whether
the party was considering
action against Tharoor. His
standing has also risen at a
time when Kerala, his home
state, is heading to the polls
in less than a year.As it is, a
section of the party close to
the Congress high command
was miffed with Tharoor for
accepting the Centre’s invita-
tion to lead a multi-party del-
egation on Operation Sindoor
without first seeking the lead-
ership’s concurrence. His
public statements during the
trip have only deepened the
rift.On 29 May, addressing a
gathering of the Indian com-
munity in Panama, Tharoor
said that in 2016 “for the first
time, India breached the Line
of Control between India and
Pakistan to conduct a surgical
strike on a terror base.” “Even
during the Kargil War, we had
not crossed the LoC; in Uri we
did. Then came the attack in
Pulwama…this time we
crossed not only the LoC but
[also] the international bor-
der and we struck terrorist
headquarters in Balakot.”

“And let me say to you
that this is going to be the
new normal. The PM has
made it very clear that
Operation Sindoor was neces-
sary because these terrorists
came and wiped the sindoor
off the foreheads of 26
women,” he said.These
remarks riled up the Congress
leadership so much so that it
endorsed statements by party

functionary Udit Raj, known
for his controversial remarks,
that Tharoor should consider
becoming a BJP spokesper-
son. Tharoor hit back, dis-
missing such critics as
“zealots” and
“trolls”.Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera, considered
close to Rahul Gandhi,
promptly produced excerpts
from Tharoor’s own book to
highlight the contradiction in
his position. In his 2018 book
The Paradoxical Prime
Minister, Tharoor had pointed
out that the Congress, while
in the government, had
authorised many cross-bor-
der surgical strikes, but did
not exploit them politically—
an assertion that countered
his statement that India
under Modi crossed the LoC
“for the first time” in
2016.“The shameless
exploitation of the 2016 ‘sur-
gical strikes’ along the Line of
Control with Pakistan, and of
a military raid in hot pursuit
of rebels in Myanmar, as a
party election tool — some-
thing the Congress had never
done despite having author-
ized several such strikes earli-
er — marked a particularly
disgraceful dilution of the
principle that national securi-
ty issues require both discre-
tion and non-partisanship,”
Tharoor wrote in the
book.Currently in Colombia,
Tharoor is yet to respond to
Khera. 
However, a tweet made by
him in 2018 to introduce his
book remains instructive.“My
new book, THE PARADOXICAL
PRIME MINISTER, is more
than just a 400-page exercise
in floccinaucinihilipilifica-
tion,” Tharoor had posted,
emphasising that the book
was more than just a critique
of the prime minister.
Perhaps Khera should take
note.

Among military chiefs
in the Indian subconti-
nent, Bangladesh Army
chief Waker-Uz-Zaman
must have the most
unenviable job right
now. While his Pakistan
counterpart Asim
Munir has been elevat-
ed to Field Marshal
after a military con-
frontation with India,
General Waker-Uz-
Zaman risks losing his
job. Or worse. His one
big mistake? Saying
that the national elec-
tion be held by
December this year so
that Bangladesh can
return to being an elec-
toral democracy.On 22
May, The Daily Star,
Bangladesh’s highest-
selling English newspa-
per, reported that Chief
of Army Staff General
Waker-Uz-Zaman said
the national election
should be held by
December this year,
“according to three
sources with direct
knowledge of his
remarks made at a
high-level gathering in
D h a k a
cantonment”.“Banglad
esh needs political sta-
bility. This is only possi-
ble through an elected
government, not by
unelected decision-
makers,” one source
quoted the army chief
as saying in an Officers’
Address.This was not
the first time the
General had spoken
about the national
election. The Daily Star
report mentioned an

event marking the
National Martyred
Army Day at Raowa
Club on 25 February
this year, where the
General was quoted as
saying—“Every time I
spoke with Dr Yunus, I
completely agreed with
him that there should
be a free, fair, and
inclusive election and
that the election
should be held within
December or close to
that.”Soon after,
reports that
Muhammad Yunus,
caretaker to the inter-
im government in
Bangladesh, was
mulling resignation
came out.“He (Yunus)
said he is thinking
about it (resignation).
He feels that the situa-
tion is such that he can-
not work,” Nahid Islam,
student-led National
Citizen Party chief, said
on the night of 22 May,
after a meeting with
Yunus.Two days later,
on 24 May, it was clari-
fied that Yunus would
remain as the head of
Bangladesh’s interim
government by an
adviser in his
cabinet.Former High
Commissioner of India
to Bangladesh Veena
Sikri claimed that the
speculation about
Yunus resigning was
“complete 
drama” to distract from
the Bangladesh Army
chief’s statement on
elections. “He had no
intention of resigning
at all, and in fact, he

never said himself that
he would resign,” the
former High
Commissioner said in
an interview.But this
“complete drama” gen-
erated hate towards
Yunus’s perceived
detractors, the main
target being General
W a k e r - U z - Z a m a n .
Students, radicals, and
some of Bangladesh’s
most popular and influ-
ential YouTubers open-
ly attacked the army
chief.Bangladeshi jour-
nalist Sahidul Hasan
Khokon told ThePrint
that both the student-
led, newly formed
political party National
Citizen Party and the
Islamist political outfit
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami have been busy
channelising mob rage
against General Waker. 

“The local media is not
reporting this, but the
mob is ready. If need
be, there will be violent
street protests against
the Army, like there
were during the July
revolution against
Hasina when the mob
turned against the
police and killed many
policemen,” Hasan
said.Hasan added that
Jamaat had got a free
rein ever since Yunus
took over and the new
student’s party will
need more time to
organise itself. Hence,
December polls, as sug-
gested by General
Waker, would suit nei-
ther of .

Bangladesh Army Chief wants elections.

Muhammad Yunus wants to get rid of him
Russia’s rejection of Vatican-led
ceasefire talks with Ukraine should
come as a surprise only to those who
are ignorant of the historic animosi-
ty between the two religious institu-
tions, the Vatican and the Russian
Orthodox Church. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov’s clarification
that it is a little ‘awkward for
Orthodox countries to discuss issues
on a Catholic platform’ should put at
rest all efforts initiated by US
President Donald Trump.The elec-
tion of the hitherto unknown Robert
Francis Prevost, a quiet lawyer-bish-
op with years of experience in
Church matters, as the vicar of Jesus
Christ, the first American Pope, does
not change the ground realities of
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, head of
the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC),
did not attend the funeral of Pope
Francis, though the two held a meet-
ing in 2016 in Cuba, after almost 10
centuries of schism. There is no rea-
son why Pope Leo XIV would broker
peace between Russian President

Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy just
because the president of America
wants him to do it.Trump’s idea of
involving the Papal office in the
Vatican, the highest seat of the
Catholic Church, in the ceasefire
talks was a blunder for several rea-
sons. Russia’s Russian Orthodox
Church (ROC) and the Roman
Catholic Church have been at logger-
heads for over ten centuries, proba-
bly right from 988 when Grand
Prince Vladimir was baptised. The
theological split first appeared in
1054 when the then Pope Leo IX of
Rome excommunicated Patriarch
Michael Cerularius of
Constantinople, who responded
with his own excommunication of
the Bishop of Rome, Pope Leo IX.The
October Revolution of 1917 further
alienated the two Christian faiths,
even as Moscow under the brutal
atheist regime of Vladimir Lenin and
Joseph Stalin stifled religious free-
dom. After deriding religion as the
‘opium of the masses.

Orthodox Russia doesn’t take orders from the

Pope. Vatican can’t convince Putin for a ceasefire

India’s GDP victory over Japan

is still a year away

India May Be Barking Up The Wrong Tree As It

Takes On Pakistan In IMF

Tharoor’s loyalty keeps colliding with Congress scepticism
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