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Bahraich

A serious case of corruption at the Gram Panchayat level

has come to light in the development block area.

Allegations of the illegal construction of an Amrit Sarovar

on Gram Sabha-protected pasture land, fraudulent payments

under the MNREGA Scheme and significant irregularities

in development works have caused a stir in administrative

circles. The role of the village head representative and the

village secretary is suspected in this entire Episode.This

case concerns the village head of Tendwa Alpi Mishra,

under the Kaiserganj tehsil. Village head Tulsiram is very

old and uneducated. Taking advantage of this, Udayraj

Verma declared himself the village head representative and

throughout his tenure, misused funds by arbitrarily influenc-

ing government schemes.Government funds were trans-

ferred to the accounts of his family and close associates in

the name of development works. Most of the hand pumps in

the village are out of order. However, Payments were with-

drawn by showing their repairs and the construction of new

hand pumps on paper. Similarly, allegations of misappropri-

ation of government funds by laying only gravel in the

name of an interlocking road have also been made.The most

serious allegation relates to the MNREGA Scheme.

Villagers Claim that MNREGA payments have been made

to people who never even went to work. Furthermore,

fraudulent wages have been withdrawn in the names of eld-

erly people over the age of 60. This has raised questions

about the credibility of such an ambitious scheme as

MNREGA. Furthermore, the Amrit Sarovar was constructed

on the Gram Sabha's protected pasture land, Plot number

215 (b), which was reserved for grazing animals. The vil-

lagers claim that this construction is completely illegal and

represents a gross misuse of government funds.Aggrieved

villager Neeraj Kumar Pathak has submitted a petition to

the District Magistrate and Sub-District Magistrate,

demanding an impartial investigation into the entire matter,

recovery of government funds from the culprits and strict

action against those responsible. The villagers Clearly State

that corruption is rampant in the village and without strict

action, it is impossible to stop such cases. It remains to be

seen how seriously the district administration will address

this serious matter and whether strict action will be taken

against the culprits or whether this case will remain con-

fined to paperwork. The villagers are now keenly watching

the administrative Action.

Bahraich

In Majra Mansukh village
of Govindapur Pandit
Gram Panchayat, under the
Nawabganj development
block, the ambitious Amrit
Sarovar project of the cen-
tral and state governments
appears to be falling prey
to corruption and negli-
gence. With the consent of
the village head, illegal
soil mining is being carried
out openly within the
Amrit Sarovar, defeating
the very purpose of the
project. Villagers say that
lakhs of rupees were spent
under the Amrit Sarovar
project for water conserva-
tion, beautification and
Providing amenities to the
villagers. However, the sit-
uation in Mansukh village
is completely opposite.
Instead of filling the

Sarovar with water, JCB
machines and tractors are
being used to excavate the
soil, severely damaging the
structure of the Sarovar.
Villagers reported that the
proposed cement chairs,
boundary walls and other
beautification work on the
Amrit Sarovar were either
not completed or left
incomplete. Villagers
reported that the entire
Project funds were with-
drawn by the village head,
Jakrun. But no concrete

action is visible on the
ground. Bushes have
grown around the lake and
the existing boundary wall
has Collapsed.Protesting
villagers Tirbhuvan Prasad,
Ganga Ram, Shobha and
others say that if the Amrit
Sarovar is filled with
water, it will solve the
problem of drinking water
for animals and provide
villagers with recreational
facilities. 
However, currently, instead
of being used by the vil-

lage, the lake has become a
hub of illegal
mining.Attempts were
made several times to con-
tact the village head repre-
sentative and the APO in
this regard, but no one
answered their Phone.The
villagers have demanded
from the district adminis-
tration and relevant offi-
cials that an impartial
investigation be conducted
into the illegal mining of
soil in the Amrit Sarovar.
Strict action be taken
against the culprits and the
lake be refilled with water
and fully beautified so that
the village can truly bene-
fit from the government
Scheme.The villagers have
warned that if immediate
action is not taken, they
will intensify their agita-
tion by complaining to
higher Officials.

Mahtura

Member of Parliament
Hema  Malini today
inspected the Animal Birth
Control Centre and Dog
Shelter located at Civil
Lines, Mathura, along with
Municipal Commissioner
Jag Pravesh.During the
inspection, the MP closely
reviewed all operational
arrangements at the centre.
She gathered detailed
information about the
quality of food provided to
the dogs, the duration for
which dogs are kept at the
centre after sterilization
(ABC), the process fol-
lowed for releasing them
after recovery, methods
used for capturing dogs
and the procedures related

to medication and vaccina-
tion.The MP also exam-
ined the cleanliness, main-
tenance, and overall care
of the animals at the facili-
ty and expressed satisfac-
tion with the arrange-
ments. She interacted with
the veterinary staff and
obtained technical insights
regarding sterilization,
treatment and vaccination
Processes.On this occa-

sion, Municipal
Commissioner Jag
Pravesh, Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Anil Kumar, Dr. Vikas
Pathak (Dean, Veterinary
College), Professor Dr.
Sanjay Purohit, Senior
Veterinary Officer Dr. R.C.
Pandey, ABC Centre clerk
Bhagwan Singh and the
vaccination team were
Present.
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Prayagraj. The Allahabad
High Court accepted a
special appeal from jun-
ior engineers working in
the Public Works
Department (PWD). They
stated that under similar
circumstances, they
should also receive the
benefits of the Lucknow
bench's order. A division
bench of Justice Saumitra
Dayal Singh and Justice
Indrajit Shukla issued
this order while hearing a
petition filed by eight
individuals, including
Rakesh Kumar Tripathi.
Seven junior engineers
(civil) and one junior
engineer (mechanical)
were appointed on daily
wages between 1986 and
1989.

Following

previous court orders,
they were regularized on
different dates in 2006-
07. The petitioners' coun-
sel argued that they were
entitled to regularization
immediately after the
2001 amendment. If they
were considered regular-
ized from December 20,
2001, they would be cov-
ered under the old pen-
sion scheme under the
Uttar Pradesh Retirement
Benefits Rules, 1961.In a
similar case, the
Lucknow bench, in its
2024 ruling, ordered the
employees' regularization
date to be considered
December 20, 2001, and
also mandated the granti-
ng of all service and
retirement benefits. The
state government filed a
special leave petition in
the Supreme Court
against the Lucknow

bench's decision, which
was dismissed.The gov-
ernment advocate argued
that their appointment to
service would be consid-
ered after April 1, 2005,
and therefore, they were
placed under the new
pension scheme. The old
pension and GPF benefits
cannot be granted.
The court stated that

since the Lucknow
bench's decision is effec-
tive under similar cir-
cumstances, and the
Supreme Court did not
interfere, the present
appeal should have the
same outcome. The court
accepted the special
appeal and directed that
the appellants be consid-
ered regularized from
December 20, 2001, and
that all service and pen-
sion benefits be granted
on that basis.

Major relief for junior engi-

neers of the Public Works

Department (PWD), the High

Court ordered regularization

of old pension from 2001

Fatehpur

In line with the government
directive to ensure prompt and
qualitative redressal of Public
grievances, a Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas was organ-
ized at the auditorium of
Khaga tehsil under the
Chairmanship of Additional
District Magistrate Sunil
Kumar.During the Public griev-
ance redressal Programme, a
total of 196 complaints were
received from various depart-
ments, including agriculture,
irrigation, revenue, education,
Police, health, Prime
Minister/Chief Minister hous-
ing schemes, old age Pension,
(Disability) Pension, destitute
women pension, tube wells,
MGNREGA, horticulture, con-
solidation, and district supply.
Of these, 22 grievances were
resolved on the spot by the
officials Present. The remain-
ing applications were forward-
ed to the concerned depart-
ments with instructions to

ensure qualitative disposal
within the stipulated time
frame. Addressing the officials,
the Additional District
Magistrate emphasized that the
satisfaction of complainants is
the core objective of
Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas.
He directed all departmental
officers to avoid any negli-
gence in official duties and to
ensure that the benefits of wel-
fare schemes reach every eligi-
ble beneficiary. He further
instructed that no deserving
individual should be deprived
of government welfare initia-
tives. The programme was
attended by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (Khaga), Chief
Medical Officer, Circle Officer
(Khaga), Tehsildar, Nayab
Tehsildar, District
Development Officer, District
Probation Officer, District
Programme Officer, District
Social Welfare Officer, Block
Development Officer and other
officials and staff from the rev-
enue and Police Departments.

Bahraich

A serious case of corrup-
tion at the Gram
Panchayat level has come
to light in the develop-
ment block area.
Allegations of the illegal
construction of an Amrit
Sarovar on Gram Sabha-
protected pasture land,
fraudulent payments
under the MNREGA
Scheme and significant
irregularities in develop-
ment works have caused
a stir in administrative
circles. The role of the
village head representa-
tive and the village secre-
tary is suspected in this
entire Episode.This case
concerns the village head
of Tendwa Alpi Mishra,
under the Kaiserganj
tehsil. Village head
Tulsiram is very old and
uneducated. Taking
advantage of this,
Udayraj Verma declared
himself the village head
representative and
throughout his tenure,
misused funds by arbi-
trarily influencing gov-
ernment schemes.
Government funds were

transferred to the
accounts of his family
and close associates in
the name of development
works. Most of the hand
pumps in the village are
out of order. However,
Payments were with-
drawn by showing their
repairs and the construc-
tion of new hand pumps
on paper. Similarly, alle-
gations of misappropria-
tion of government funds
by laying only gravel in
the name of an interlock-
ing road have also been
made.The most serious
allegation relates to the
MNREGA Scheme. 
Villagers Claim that
MNREGA payments
have been made to people
who never even went to
work. Furthermore,
fraudulent wages have
been withdrawn in the
names of elderly people
over the age of 60. This
has raised questions
about the credibility of
such an ambitious
scheme as MNREGA.
Furthermore, the Amrit
Sarovar was constructed
on the Gram Sabha's pro-
tected pasture land, Plot

number 215 (b), which
was reserved for grazing
animals. The villagers
claim that this construc-
tion is completely illegal
and represents a gross
misuse of government
funds.Aggrieved villager
Neeraj Kumar Pathak has
submitted a petition to
the District Magistrate
and Sub-District
Magistrate, demanding an
impartial investigation
into the entire matter,
recovery of government
funds from the culprits
and strict action against
those responsible. The
villagers Clearly State
that corruption is rampant
in the village and without
strict action, it is impossi-
ble to stop such cases. It
remains to be seen how
seriously the district
administration will
address this serious mat-
ter and whether strict
action will be taken
against the culprits or
whether this case will
remain confined to paper-
work. 
The villagers are now
keenly watching the
administrative Action.

Fatehpur

The visit of Samajwadi Party (SP)
National President and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav generated palpable political
momentum across the district. The
tour drew attention not only for its
public outreach but also for the
party revised articulation of
“PDA.”Traditionally understood
within SP discourse as an acronym
for backward classes, Dalits,
Adivasis and minorities, “PDA” was
presented in a new light as “Peedit,
Dukhi aur Apmaanit” (the
oppressed, distressed and humiliat-
ed). Party leaders described the shift
as a broader social justice narrative
aimed at expanding outreach, while
supporters framed it as an inclusive
political message. Across Fatehpur,
large hoardings portrayed Yadav as a
“PDA Mahanayak” (hero of PDA).
From urban centers to rural stretch-
es, party workers erected welcome
gates and banners in a visible show
of strength. Supporters lined up
along the route from Afoi to
Fatehpur city and onward toward
Lucknow, briefly halting the convoy
at multiple points to greet the former
Chief Minister.Youth participation
was particularly noticeable, with
many taking selfies and sharing
them on social media. Yadav recip-
rocated with informal interactions
and photographs. At certain venues,
however, instances of indiscipline
among local leaders created brief
challenges in maintaining order.

Volunteers were seen working to
manage crowds at reception points
and event locations. Although the
visit was officially described as a
courtesy call and attendance at a pri-
vate wedding function, Yadav used
the opportunity to address the media
and party workers on a range of
political issues. He criticized the
central government over its reported
U.S. deal, corporate influence
involving major industrial groups,
the University Grants Commission
(UGC) and concerns related to the
Union Budget. He also targeted the
Uttar Pradesh government, question-
ing budget priorities and remarks
made by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in the Assembly. Yadav

further commented on the
Shankaracharya controversy, raised
questions regarding official creden-
tials and made sharp remarks about
governance in Gorakhpur. He also
criticized both Deputy Chief
Ministers of the state. During the
visit, he met the family of Advocate
Jayaraj Man Singh, assuring them
that a thorough investigation would
be conducted if the SP returns to
Power.Inset: ‘Hatheli Garam–Police
AttentionSpeaking to journalists
Yadav made a pointed remark
regarding alleged lapses in his secu-
rity arrangements. Using the Phrase
“Hatheli garam, Police naram”
(loosely implying bribery leading to
leniency), he sarcastically ques-

tioned whether he would need to
“warm Palms” to ensure adequate
security. Without directly naming
officials, he alluded to the
Superintendent of Police, asking
what it would take to “warm the
palm.” The comment quickly gained
traction on social media, with video
Clips circulating Widely.Inset: The
Red Cap Sparks
DiscussionThroughout the Program,
Yadav was seen wearing the SP
symbolic red cap, a hallmark of
party identity. However, several
local leaders accompanying him
were not wearing it, prompting quiet
discussion among supporters.
Observers suggested that the
absence of the party signature attire
during a high-Profile visit reflected
lapses in discipline and
Messaging.Inset: Local Tea Vendor
"Sheshman And Aryan" Gets a
Moment in the Spotlight. A lighter
moment during the tour came from
Sultanpur Ghosh area in Khaga
tehsil, where the popular
“Sheshman’s Famous Tea” stall at
Chowki Chauraha became an unex-
pected highlight. Aryan Yadav, a
digital content creator and son of tea
vendor Sheshman Yadav, personally
served two cups of tea to
Yadav.After tasting the tea, the for-
mer Chief Minister appreciated it,
and a Photograph of the moment
was later shared on his official
social media handle. The gesture
brought Pride to the vendor family,
who described the occasion as a
memorable Honor.

PDA’ Recast During Akhilesh Yadav Visit,

Political Energy Surges in Fatehpur

Allegations of Amrit
Sarovar on Pasture Land,
Fake MNREGA Payments

196 Grievances Received

at Samadhan Diwas, 22

Resolved on the Spot

Allegations of Amrit

Sarovar on Pasture Land,

Fake MNREGA Payments

Illegal soil mining in Amrit Sarovar, villagers angry MP Hema Malini Inspects

Animal Birth Control Centre and

Dog Shelter in Mathura
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Prayagraj. A workshop on the
Prime Minister's Vikasit
Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PMVB)
of the Government of India
was held on Monday in the
Sangam Auditorium in the
Collectorate premises, chaired
by District Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma. Officials from
various departments, industry
representatives, and business
organizations participated in
the workshop.At the event, the
Regional Provident Fund
Commissioner, Prayagraj, pro-
vided detailed information
about the scheme, stating that
the Central Government has
implemented the scheme from
August 1, 2025, with the aim
of creating employment, pro-
moting manufacturing and
industries, and ensuring social
security for employees. The
scheme will remain in effect
until July 31, 2027.He
informed that employees seek-
ing employment for the first
time under the scheme will
receive an incentive of ?15,000
upon completing six months of
continuous service. The second
installment will be released
after completing a financial lit-
eracy course developed by the
Provident Fund Organization.

Establishments generating
additional employment will
receive incentives for two
years as per the rules.
Establishments in the manu-
facturing sector will receive
this benefit for four years. The
scheme will benefit both new
and re-employed workers.The

District Magistrate, describing
the scheme as an important
initiative towards increasing
employment, directed all
departments to promote it
widely. He said that related
establishments should be
encouraged to register under
the scheme so that maximum

workers and entrepreneurs can
benefit.The District Magistrate
directed the Provident Fund
Organization and the Labor
Department to organize camps
at the district, tehsil, and block
levels to disseminate informa-
tion about the scheme to the
public and establishments. He

also emphasized the need to
coordinate with other depart-
ments and share data on poten-
tial beneficiaries.The Deputy
Labor Commissioner, District
Development Officer, Assistant
Commissioner of Industries,
Executive Engineer of the
Electricity Department,

District School Inspector,
Labor Enforcement Officer,
representatives from the
National Chamber of
Commerce, Laghu Udyog
Bharti, IFFCO, and various
non-governmental organiza-
tions were present at the work-
shop. 

Workshop on the Prime Minister's Vikasit

Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PMVB) in Prayagraj,

DM directs for extensive publicity
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Prayagraj. Police arrested
a young man wanted in two
separate POCSO Act cases
in the Sarai Inayat police
station area. The police
team apprehended him near
his village, Dakshin
Kotwan, and sent him to
court.Under the direction of
the Police Commissioner,
the Ganganagar Zone team
is continuously taking
action as part of the ongo-
ing campaign against crime
and criminals. In this
sequence, Anil Mishra (24),
son of Anuj Mishra, resi-
dent of Dakshin Kotwan,
named in FIR Nos.
209/2025 and 375/2025 reg-
istered at Sarai Inayat
police station, was arrested
on Saturday. The accused
faces charges under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and sections 5/6 of
the POCSO Act.According
to the police, the accused
had been wanted for a long
time. Acting on a tip from
an informant, the police
apprehended him near his

village.According to police
records, the accused has
previously been charged
with assault, theft, and
other offenses. He has also
been named in various

criminal cases in 2022,
2023, and 2025.The arrest
was carried out by a team
from Sarai Inayat police
station, including Sub-
Inspector Ramayan Singh

and Sub-Inspector Upendra
Tiwari. Police stated that
legal action has been taken
against the accused as per
the rules and he has been
presented in court. 
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Naini. A case of assault has
come to light involving an
employee of the GMR
Company (representative
ADCO), the executing
agency, who had come to
install a smart meter in the
Prayagraj area. The injured
employee has filed a com-
plaint at the Naini police
station, demanding that a
case be filed against the
accused. The incident
occurred at around 12:28
pm on Monday in Prayagraj
Gali No. 10, connected to
the Post Office feeder under
the 33/11 kV Jail Road
power substation. It is
alleged that GMR employee
Vinayak Pandey, a resident
of Veerpur Post Khai
Karchana, was working
with departmental contract
workers to install smart

meters in the area.
Meanwhile, Ajju Khan, son
of Azhar Khan, a resident of
the neighborhood, arrived
and began protesting the
meter installation.According
to the complaint, as the dis-
pute escalated, the accused
verbally abused and assault-
ed the employee, striking
him on the head, resulting
in bleeding. It is alleged
that after the attack, the
accused went inside the
house, threatening to kill.
The injured employee called
112, and the complaint
number was registered as
P23022608779. The victim's
side also submitted a CD of
the incident to the police.
The Naini police station
stated that the case is being
investigated based on the
complaint and further action
will be taken based on the
evidence.

An employee who
arrived to install a smart
meter was attacked and

his head was broken
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Prayagraj. "Gram Chaupal"
will be organized from
February 23rd to 28th to
address land-related issues
faced by farmers in villages
undergoing consolidation.
This initiative is being under-
taken on the instructions of
the Consolidation
Commissioner, Uttar Pradesh,
Lucknow, to ensure that rev-
enue and consolidation mat-
ters can be resolved at the vil-
lage level.Settlement Officer,
Consolidation, Sanjeev
Kumar, stated that the

Chaupal will be held on
scheduled dates under the
chairmanship of the con-
cerned officials. Farmers will
be able to present their land-
related objections and com-
plaints with their documents,
which will be resolved on the
spot.He further stated that on
February 23rd, a Chaupal will
be held in Atanpur village of
Phulpur tehsil, chaired by the
Settlement Officer,
Consolidation, Prayagraj. On
the same day, a Chaupal will
be held in village Sarai
Khandev village, chaired by
the Consolidation Officer,

Soraon.On February 24, a
Chaupal will be held in vil-
lage Raidepur (Tehsil
Phulpur) under the chairman-
ship of Chakbandi Officer
Sadar. On February 25, a
Chaupal will be held in vil-
lage Babupur Sathar and
Qazipur Sathar of Tehsil
Handia under the chairman-
ship of Chakbandi Officer
Handia and in village Balapur
of Tehsil Koraon under the
chairmanship of Chakbandi
Officer Meja/Koraon. On the
same day, a program will be
held in village Rajepur of
Tehsil Phulpur under the

chairmanship of Chakbandi
Officer Phulpur I.On
February 26, a Chaupal will
be held in village Kahli
(Tehsil Phulpur) under the
chairmanship of Chakbandi
Officer Soraon, in village
Jhariahi (Tehsil Meja) under
the chairmanship of
Chakbandi Officer
Meja/Koraon and in village
Khanpur (Tehsil Phulpur)
under the chairmanship of
Chakbandi Officer Phulpur I.
On February 27th, a Chaupal
will be held in village
Chandrawat alias Pure
Matadin (Tehsil Phulpur)

under the chairmanship of
Consolidation Officer Soraon
and in village Chakia Hinauta
under the chairmanship of
Additional District Magistrate
(Civil Supplies) and Deputy
Director Consolidation
Prayagraj.The officials have
appealed to the farmers of the
concerned villages to attend
the Chaupal with their land
records and get their prob-
lems resolved. Assistant
Consolidation Officer,
Consolidation Worker and
Consolidation Lekhpal will
also be present in the Chaupal
with all the necessary records. 

"Gram Chaupal" will be held in consolidation villages,

land disputes will be resolved on the spot

A young man wanted in two

POCSO Act cases was arrested
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DINK - Double Income No Kids
is the new cool. Married young
women often throw around
this label under the garb of
feminist choice, asserting their
desire to enjoy their freedom
and pursue their careers with-
out any hindrances. In this arti-
cle, I do not intend to question
women’s ability to choose, but
I do want to provoke them to
delve deeper into the societal
structures that have made this
choice attractive. Especially in
the current context of falling
birth rates in many parts of the
world. We are facing a dire
reality, the world is losing the

ability to reproduce itself. It is
about time that we pause and
question, what is going on?
Why are increasing numbers
of women today, particularly
those with economic
resources, unwilling to have
children?
The cost of liberal feminism
Growing up as a young Indian
woman in Dubai and Canada
in the late 1990s and early
2000s I was not expected to
learn to cook, clean and
demonstrate any maternal
inclinations. From an early
age, I defied gender norms in
the clothes I wore, choosing to

play tennis at a young age
when most girls around me
were not playing any sport,
and chomping down shawar-
mas not caring about putting
on weight. I was by no means
unique in my preferences. But
at the time, I was one of the
few girls in my social circle
who had the luxury of navigat-
ing unconventional choices.
The liberal feminist discourse
of (individualistic) choice was
still new and only more avail-
able to me due to parents who
were intent on being progres-
sive. As with any social shift,
while allowing me immense

privilege and freedom, this
came with unintended conse-
quences: I grew up believing
the world was “my” oyster,
and there were no limitations
or costs associated with pursu-
ing what I wanted. I just had to
do the hard yards and get
there. Little did I know. I am
telling you this because the
aberration of my childhood is
now the norm in well-to-do
urban parts of the world.
Young women are told it is
okay and even desirable to
operate based on their individ-
ualistic preferences, needs,
and wants.

The successfully test-fired Agni-V ballistic mis-
sile equipped with Multiple Independently
Targetable Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV) technology
vastly extends India’s strategic envelop. The
Agni-V boasts an intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile (ICBM) range, exceeding 5,000 kilometres.
This extended reach significantly alters India’s
strategic landscape. Traditionally, India’s mis-
sile arsenal primarily focused on deterring
threats from its immediate neighbours.
However, the Agni-V’s extended range allows
India to potentially engage targets across vast
distances, encompassing a broader spectrum of
potential adversaries. This expanded reach
compels any potential aggressor to consider
the wider ramifications of a conflict with India.
The psychological impact of this extended
deterrence capability is undeniable. The stakes
have just gone up.
The integration of multiple independently tar-
geted re-entry vehicle technology turbocharges
India’s capability to launch a survivable multi-
ple nuclear attack from a single source. MIRV
allows a single missile to carry multiple inde-
pendently targeted warheads. During the final
stages of flight, these warheads separate and
manoeuvre towards pre-designated targets.
This capability significantly complicates an
enemy’s missile defence system.  Previously, an
enemy could potentially expend a single inter-
ceptor missile to neutralise an incoming threat.
However, with MIRV technology, the enemy’s
defence system would need to engage and
destroy each independently targeted warhead,
exponentially increasing the defensive burden.
This complexity significantly enhances the
effectiveness of the Agni-V as a deterrent. It’s
important to acknowledge the regional con-
text. China, India’s hostile neighbour, possesses
a robust and growing missile arsenal. China’s
Dongfeng-41 (DF-41) ICBM, with an estimated
range exceeding 12,000 kilometres, dwarfs the
Agni-V in terms of sheer reach. However, the
Agni-V’s successful test firing demonstrates
India’s commitment to closing the strategic
gap.  Furthermore, India’s indigenous develop-
ment programme allows for greater flexibility
and faster production. It makes a greater range
and more powerful warhead-integrated missile
system just a matter of time and investment.
Nuclear deterrence: Maintaining stability
The Agni-V, with its extended range and MIRV
technology, serves as a potent deterrent
against potential nuclear threats.  The concept
of deterrence relies on the credible threat of
massive retaliation to dissuade an enemy from
launching a nuclear attack. India has no first
use of nuclear weapons posture, though there
has been ambiguity on India’s commitment to
that posture lately. The Agni-V’s capabilities
complicate strategic choice for an adversary
especially with regards to a nuclear first strike
against India, knowing the potential for devas-
tating retaliation across multiple targets. This
strengthens regional stability and discourages
the use of nuclear weapons.
Road ahead
While the successful test of the Agni-V marks a
momentous milestone for India’s strategic
defence, the journey doesn’t end here.
Continued development and modernisation of
India’s missile programme are crucial to main-
taining a credible deterrent in the face of an
ever-evolving global security landscape. India
must prioritise research and development in
areas like hypersonic missiles and
advanced defence penetration
capabilities to stay ahead of
potential threats. The next
logical step in India’s evolving
deterrence strategy should be
the enhancement of the sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile.

The Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) is back in the news.
The Modi government, after
keeping the momentous leg-
islation in a limbo for three
years after it had sparked
massive protests then, has
decided to implement the
law, which gives citizenship
to religious minorities from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. The Act states
that Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan will
not be treated as illegal
migrants, and therefore, be
eligible for naturalisation.
These communities are given
this leeway because they
have been facing religious
persecution in their respec-
tive countries and are often
forced to cross the border to
save their lives and dignity.
While the government says
the new law gives sanctuary
to people fleeing religious
persecution, its critics find it
to be anti-Muslim. While the
government is categorical in
saying that the legislation
has nothing to do with
Muslims staying within the
country, those in opposition
refuse to be convinced. One
senior journalist called it a
testament of sagging moral
values in the country, while
another bemoaned at not
including Muslims in the list
of ‘beneficiaries’. What the
opponents of CAA don’t
understand, deliberately or
otherwise, is that Muslims
from Pakistan, Afghanistan

and Bangladesh can still seek
India’s citizenship under the
old Citizenship Act — just the
same way former Pakistani
singer Adnan Sami did. Other
countries, including the
United States, too have simi-
lar citizenship laws. Also,
what most critics don’t
understand, as highlighted
by senior journalist Abhijit
Majumder in his Firstpost
article , dated 12 March,
2024, that the US has a CAA-
like “narrow-window legisla-
tion called the Lautenberg-
Specter Amendments which
give preferential shelter to
persecuted minorities from
Russia and Iran”. 
In fact, by delaying it in pro-
viding succour to minorities
for so long, especially in
Pakistan and Bangladesh, the
Indian leadership has com-

mitted a moral transgression.
The famous Liaquat-Nehru
pact signed between India
and Pakistan in 1950 prom-
ised to provide safety to
minorities in the divided sub-
continent. While India kept
its side of promise by not just
providing minorities equal
rights and opportunities but
also — as then prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh insisted
publicly in 2009 — giving
them the first right to the
nation’s resources, the same
cannot be said about the
state of minorities in the
neighbourhood. There were
over two lakh Sikhs in
Afghanistan in the 1980s. By
the beginning of 2021, the
number dwindled to 400
Sikhs, and after the Taliban’s
takeover of that country, the
number barely touches a

three-figure mark now.
Similarly, Hindu population
in Pakistan today finds itself
below the 2 per cent mark,
while in Bangladesh, it has
dwindled from being almost
a third of the total popula-
tion in 1950 to about 20 per
cent in 1971 to less than 8
per cent today. Worse, if a
leading Bangladeshi intellec-
tual, Prof Abdul Barkat of
Dhaka University, is to be
believed, there won’t be a
Hindu in that country after
30 years. There is no doubt
that minorities, especially
Hindus, are facing existential
crises in the neighbourhood.
The same cannot be said
about Muslims, though a few
Islamic sects like Shias and
Ahmediyyas do feel the occa-
sional brunt of Islamic funda-
mentalism. Without denying

the scale of persecution
faced by them, it would be
ludicrous on India’s part to
grant a CAA-like relief to the
descendants of those who
had actively participated in
its Partition. The fact of the
matter is that Shias and
Adhediyyas, among others,
were at the forefront of the
Pakistan project. In fact, the
main architect of the
Pakistan movement,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, too
was a Shia Muslim, today fac-
ing the brunt of Islamic fun-
damentalism. So, can the
Indian state open its arms for
the very people who once
took an active part in its dis-
memberment? What’s the
guarantee that the descen-
dants of the same sects
won’t participate in a similar
Partition-like movement in
future? Can the Indian State
take this chance? But why
special treatment for Hindus,
critics could still ask. The
answer lies beyond the
Liaquat-Nehru pact of 1950.
One can also for a moment
ignore the civilisational
aspect of the crisis where
Hindus have no country but
India to secure their safety
and security. What makes
the Indian state obligated to
look after the Hindus of the
neighbourhood is the fact
that these people stayed
back at the time of Partition
after Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru proactively
discouraged them from leav-
ing the territories that would
later become Pakistan .

After one of the most
headline-grabbing and
glitzy pre-wedding func-
tions in the recent
past(Anant Ambani and
his soon-to-be wife
Radhika Merchant) just a
few days ago, a drastical-
ly different romantic
union has captured the
public’s imagination in
the past week or so: the
nuptials of two of India’s
high profile criminals,
Gangster Sandeep alias
Kala Jathedi and ‘history
sheeter’, Anuradha
Chaudhary who also
goes by the moniker
‘Madam Minz’, in Delhi’s
Dwarka. It was an unusu-
al wedding with most of
the baraatis/wedding
guests being heavily
armed policemen,
including SWAT com-
mandoes carrying hi-
tech weapons, deployed
to prevent the gangster
from escaping and also
to protect him from rival
gangs’ assassination
attempts. Sandeep who
is currently incarcerated
at Tihar jail was granted
parole between 10 am to
4 pm to complete his
wedding rituals. A
known associate of
gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, Kala Jathedi
faces over a dozen cases
of armed robbery,
attempts to murder,
murder and extortion in
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. His lady love
Anuradha Chaudhary is
no shy bride, a ‘history
sheeter’ herself current-
ly out on bail, and facing
several cases involving
money laundering,
abduction, and illegal
arms in Rajasthan and
Delhi. The lovey-dovey
twosome’s romance
reportedly started in

2020, when they were
introduced through a
mutual associate Vicky
Singh in Indore. Delhi
Special Cell proved to be
quite the Grinch as they
arrested our local Bonnie
and Clyde-inspired cou-
ple from a dhaba on the
Yamuna-Saharanpur
expressway in July of
2021. The couple
remained devoted to
each other and finally
married on Tuesday, 12
February Though proba-
bly not an aspiration to
most people, this unso-
ciable and misanthropic
love story is the stuff
movie scripts and novels
are made of. There is a
word for it in the English
dictionary: hybristophil-
ia. It is defined as feeling
romantic or sexual
arousal for criminals or
an act of crime by itself.
Psychologists say, shared
experiences or common
tendencies and habits
are often an emotional
binding factor, so this
could also be a reason
for real-life criminal cou-
ples to fall in love with
each other. As distasteful
as this phenomenon
might be, there are
many such couples in
history, their infatuation
and intimacy ignited by a
common passion for psy-

chopath ic/cr imina l
behaviour. Some of the
more high-profile prece-
dents for such romantic
unions are: Bonnie and
Clyde: One of the most
iconic outlaw couples of
the 20th century Bonnie
Parker and Clyde Barrow
were idolized for their
dedication to each other
through prison breaks,
robberies and murder.
They met each other at a
mutual friend’s place in
West Dallas, USA, but
their budding romance
was quickly cut short
when Clyde was impris-
oned for auto theft, his
crime just catapulting
Bonnie’s affection for
him. Classic case of
hybristopholia. Bonnie
helped him escape by
smuggling a gun into
prison and the two soon
descended into a life of
crime, committing rob-
beries, burglaries and
murders for the next
couple of years around
Texas and the Midwest
while they remained on
the run. They were final-
ly killed in a shootout
when they were
ambushed by law
enforcement officials on
the side of a highway in
Lousiana in May, 1934.
Their “love story” was
further romanticised.

Many centuries ago
when the world at large
didn’t have much clue
about statecraft and
strategy, Kautilya had
advised Chandragupta
Maurya, his disciple, that
the country with which
his kingdom would share
an immediate border
will always be its enemy.
But the enemy’s enemy
will be a friend and
hence all strategic calcu-
lation must be undertak-
en keeping this basic
premise in mind. It
seems India was follow-
ing this exact logic when
a set of very interesting
images from Afghanistan
splashed across the
media this week. An
Indian delegation led by
JP Singh, joint secretary
in the Ministry of
External Affairs, met
Taliban’s foreign minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi in
Kabul. The Indian dele-
gation also met former
President Hamid Karzai,

officials of the UN
Assistance Mission to
Afghanistan as well as
some people from the
business community.
This was the second such
public engagement
between India and
Taliban after the latter
returned to power in
2021. The first public
engagement took place
in 2022 when at that
time also, Joint Secretary
Singh met Taliban’s for-
eign minister Muttaqi. In
the last three years since
Taliban has come back to
rule the country by
establishing the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan,
India’s diplomatic
engagement with the
new rulers has been on a
very firm footing. Time
and again, India’s foreign
policy establishment has
invoked civilisational ties
and the role of history to
justify maintaining
strong ties with Kabul.
Not without Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
urging Taliban to form an
inclusive government in
the country. Although,
India has not accorded
diplomatic recognition
to the state set up by
Taliban yet but it has
continued to engage the
various stakeholders in
Afghanistan including
Taliban itself. A major
part of this engagement
is focused on humanitar-
ian aid to people of
Afghanistan which is
being coordinated by a
technical team posted by
India since June 2022. As
a part of this aid, India
had provided
Afghanistan with food-
grains to tide over an
unprecedented food
shortage, medical aid
that also included Covid-
19 vaccines besides con-
tinued support for more
than 500 projects in criti-
cal sectors such as
power, water supply,
road.

Modi’s India is ensuring it doesn’t

end up on the losing side this time

Agni V with MIRV gets

India into global 

deterrence league

Double Income No Kids: A cause for alarm

rather than a sign of liberal feminism

CAA is not against Indian Muslims, but its oppo-

sition clearly smacks of anti-Dalit prejudice

Crime and cupid: Intriguing

romance of criminals



Tuesday, 24 February, 2026BUSINESSAkhand Bharat Sandesh 05

Sebi to attract rural investors
with MF-life insurance

Delhi: Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch stated that
the regulator will offer mutual fund schemes with
term life insurance. She added the FDA will soon
release a combo product consultation paper. Puri
Buch said the MF-insurance combo targets
investors, particularly rural ones, where SIPs have
great potential but low investment values."We
are now proposing to come out with a consulta-
tion paper again, to try and include insurance
pure and simple vanilla life, term life insurance,
along with our mutual funds, which is our main
product for financial inclusion, and so that we are
able to go, including to people where we have
very, very low value SIPs coming from the hinter-
land, and to be able to offer them a combo prod-
uct of term life insurance along with the mutual
fund investment," said Buch.UTI Mutual Fund
offers life insurance and tax savings. This 1971
program has a portfolio value of Rs 5,434 crore in
December 2024. Even if existing investors can
invest, UTIMF's website revealed no new applica-
tions for the schemes. 

Delhi: The 
Parliamentary panel on com-
munications and information
technology, led by BJP law-
maker Nishikant Dubey, will
recommend that the Union
government form the Media
Council of India to regulate
print, television, and online
media, sources said. A senior
panelist suggested an
umbrella body because the
same content occurs across
platforms. You work for a
paper. The Press Council of
India oversees your newspa-
per articles. No regulation
exists for the identical story
in the paper's online edi-
tion.” There is no central reg-
ulator for online material,
but two groups regulate print
and electronic media. The
Press Council of India, a
statutory quasi-judicial

autonomous authority estab-
lished by Parliament, pro-
tects press freedom and
improves newspaper and
news agency standards
.Among other major media
regulatory reforms, the
panel, which addressed fake
news extensively  will recom-
mend this.In the discussion,

Dubey added, “Paid news is
rampant. Illiterate and
gullible individuals think
alike. Without strict regula-
tions, ethical boundaries are
crossed. Investigative jour-
nalism is discouraged by
expensive and lengthy legal
fights for journalists and
media corporations.

IT panel to propose TV, print, online media umbrella

Delhi: After the hack,
WhatsApp issued
Paragon a cease-and-
desist letter . WhatsApp
stated it “will continue
to protect people’s abil-
ity to communicate pri-
vately.” Paragon would-
n't comment.
WhatsApp officials
reported a hacking
attempt on 90 users. A
number of civil society
and media figures were
targeted, although the
official did not specify
who or where. He said
WhatsApp has stopped
the hacking and was
referring targets to
Citizen Lab. Officials
would not reveal how
they determined

Paragon was responsi-
ble for the hack. He
claimed law enforce-
ment and industry part-
ners were informed but
declined to elaborate.
Paragon sells high-end
surveillance software
to government clients,
claiming it is essential
to combating crime and
defending national
security. 
However, journalists,
activists, opposition

politicians, and at least
50 US officials have
found surveillance
capabilities on their
phones, raising fears
about the technology's
unregulated expansion.
Paragon, which was
apparently acquired by
Florida-based invest-
ment group AE
Industrial Partners last
month, has strived to
identify as a responsi-
ble industry actor.

Delhi : The ministry of
electronics and IT
(Meity) announced
that the Union gov-
ernment has amended
the Aadhaar rules to
allow private entities
to use Aadhaar
authentication for
service delivery. The
amendments aim to
give residents “ease of
living” and “better
access to
s e r v i c es ”. M i n i s t r y
Notified Aadhaar
Authentication for
Good Governance
(Social Welfare,
I n n o v a t i o n ,
Knowledge) 
Amendment Rules,
2025, revising 2020
rules.     “The amend-
ment allows govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment entities to use
Aadhaar authentica-
tion, promoting trust-
ed transactions for
both providers and
users,” stated the
announcement. It
stated that the
amendment will make
non-government e-
commerce, travel,
tourism, hospitality,
and health services
easier to use.

The 2020 rules
allowed the Centre to

allow Aadhaar
authentication only
“in the interest of
good governance, pre-
venting leakage of
public funds, promot-
ing ease of living of
residents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them” to use
digital platforms for
good governance,
social welfare benefit
dissipation preven-
tion, and innovation
and knowledge dis-
semination. The
amendments
removed "in the inter-
est of good gover-
nance, preventing
leakage of public
funds access to servic-
es for them" and
added "promoting
ease of living of resi-
dents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them" as the
fourth purpose,
expanding the reasons
for authentication.

Prasanna S, the
Supreme Court's
advocate-on-record
who challenged
Aadhaar's constitu-
tionality, called the
expansion the "spec-
tre of a surveillance
state", "unwarranted"
and in violation of the
top court's ruling that
struck down Section
57 of the Aadhaar Act,
2016 to bar private
entities from using
authentication servic-
es. The 2025 Rules
change contradicts
the five-judge
Supreme Court ruling
in Puttaswamy v
Union of India (2018).
Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016
prohibiting private
entities from employ-
ing authentication
services was over-
turned. He claimed
this amendment prac-
tically re-legislates
what was ruled down.

Privatized entities can employ

Aadhar authentication

A survey found that
58% of manufacturing
businesses were owned
by women in 2023-24,
up 4% from the previ-
ous year.The Annual
Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
2023-24 found that
28.1% of workers were
women. More than
one-third (33.7%) of
OAES' workforce is
female in OAEs (owned
a c c o u n t
enterprises).Female-
owned businesses rose
to 26.2% in 2023-24
from 22.9% in and 9.7%
to 14.2% in other serv-
ices. Female workers
comprised 18.5% of
recruited workers.
Female workers were

most prevalent in man-
ufacturing (46.5%), fol-
lowed by other services
(22.5%) and trade.West
Bengal has the most
female workers
(12.7%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (10.4%)
and Maharashtra (9.7%)
in ASUSE 2023-24. West
Bengal and
Maharashtra have the
most rural and urban
female workers, at 16%
and 13%,

respectively.Non-incor-
porated non-far estab-
lishments are not regis-
tered under the
Companies Act 1956 or
the 2013 Act.

Every fourth
proprietary establish-
ment in India was
owned by a woman.
Women run one-third
of private businesses in
Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and West
Bengal.

Delhi: The Economic
Survey supports allowing
manufacturers to average
legally capped working
hours over three weeks or
longer rather than week-
by-week. Industry cap-
tains want larger hours. It
claims that agile regula-
tions will assist manage-
ment satisfy production

demands and grow."New
Labour Laws are an
improvement. With flexi-
ble legislation and com-
petent implementation,
firms may develop and
create more jobs. "They
protect labor rights and
boost wages," it stated.
The Survey complained
that labor laws like the

Factories Act (1948) limit
working hours to 48 per
week, whereas other
nations "allow these caps
to be averaged over mul-
tiple days and weeks". It
said India's working hour
laws impede manufactur-
ers from satisfying
demand and competing .
globally.  

Public infrastructure spend-

ing rises, but private sector

participation falls

WhatsApp claims Israeli spy-

ware Paragon targets users

Health and wealth benefit

from flexible work hours

Women own almost 50% of small

manufacturing businesses

As medicare policy rates sky-
rocket for seniors over 60,
Irdai has ordered insurers not
to raise senior people' health
premiums by more than 10%
without approval. Before can-
celing senior health coverage,
insurers must get regulator
clearance. As healthcare
prices rise, insurers are

advised to standardize hospi-
tal empanelment and negoti-

ate package rates like the gov-
ernment's PM Jan Arogya
Yojana. Irdai reported a large
increase in prices for various
health insurance policies for
subscribers over 60. Premium
rates depend on projected
claims, administrative expen-
ditures, and acquisition costs,
the regulator said. Private

insurance doesn't standardize
hospitalization expenses,
unlike PMJAY, which negoti-
ates consistent package rates,
which drives these rises.
Seniors have reported virtual-
ly doubling their costs when
entering a higher age category
during an insurer's pricing
change. 

Delhi: Three sources
intimately involved in
the process said India's
six-year-old Agricul-
tural Export Policy
(AEP) will be over-
hauled as export desti-
nations vary and the
country's farm export
basket diversifies. The
planned study will
improve Indian agricul-
tural products' com-
petitiveness, assure
global standards com-
pliance, and promote
value-added products.
The officials quoted
above added on condi-
tion of anonymity that
it will also aim to
enhance commercial
links with emerging
countries while main-

taining strong partner-
ships with old part-
ners. "Our agricultural
exports have grown
over the past five
years. We must exam-
ine the policy to match
export targets with
market demands. One
of the three persons
cited above claimed

the agriculture min-
istry will assist with the
review and set a dead-
line. India was the
eighth-largest agricul-
tural exporter in 2023
despite a drop from
$51.12 billion to
$48.77 billion in FY24.
Recently, changing
global demand pat-

terns, trading partners,
and agricultural tech-
nology have changed
how and where agri-
cultural products are
sold. Two newly
appointed MPC mem-
bers have revived the
Economic Survey's dis-

cussion on removing
food inflation from
monetary policy. Q2
GDP growth and
November food infla-
tion may have
unnerved MPC out-
siders.

Redesigning agri export policies

Delhi: The 2024-25
Economic Survey deliv-
ered to Parliament
found that India still
struggles with infra-
structure development
despite government
efforts. The union gov-
ernment's capital
investment on major
infrastructure sectors
grew 38.8% from FY20
to FY24, although pri-
vate sector participa-
tion in core areas
remained low, accord-
ing to the survey.“India
needs a continued step-
up of infrastructure
investment over the
next two decades to
sustain a high rate of
growth,” the research
says. The National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) program has met
its FY22-24 objective of
4.30 lakh crore with
transactions totaling
3.86 lakh crore. 
In Q1 FY25, average
monthly capital spend-

ing dropped to 0.60
lakh crore from 0.66
lakh crore in July-
November 2024.
Railway network expan-

sion remained constant
at 2,000 kilometers,
with 17 Vande Bharat
train pairs and 228 car-
riages added.

Delhi: 100% FDI will attract
new capital, as multinationals
can now invest without worry-
ing about control or Indian
partners. The capital gains tax
rate of 12% applies to ULIP pro-
ceeds, which do not benefit
from tax exemptions, instead of
the higher marginal tax rate of
30%. Crop cover reinsurance is
exempt from service tax, and
the threshold for tax deduction
at source on insurance commis-
sion has risen from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 20,000. M Nagraju, financial
services secretary, said the FDI
relaxation was one of the sug-
gested insurance measures.
, and the modifications would

Foreign insurers
gain ownership

via 100% FDI

Price pressure caps senior citizen health premium hikes at 10%

Delhi :The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) with a 16,300 crore
expenditure and a projected 18,000 crore invest-
ment from PSUs and other businesses. "Several
crucial decisions have created new scientific and
technology prospects for our children, future
generations, and the economy. Minister told a
Cabinet briefing that PM Modi the National
Critical Minerals Mission today.

The National Critical Mineral Mission

gets 16,300 crore from the cabinet

Delhi: Thirteen busi-
nesses, including sig-
nificant producers of
alcohol, tobacco, and
paan masala, have
received notifications
from the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) for
using surrogate adver-
tising. The dishonest
practice of using the

same brand name to
promote products
that are prohibited
from direct advertis-
ing is known as "surro-
gate advertising."
Pralhad Joshi, the
union minister of con-
sumer affairs, stated
that the CCPA is creat-
ing regulations to con-
trol the issue.

Norms to stop annoying calls and surro-

gate advertisements next month
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